


Hello! I’m Mark, and thanks for viewing my 2017 NBA Manifesto, my thoughts on the NBA as of June 2017. 

Here’s a bit about who I am. 

 

I’m 32, English, and type so much I have pretty much forgotten how to hold a pen. I once did a PowerPoint 
presentation on a first date. I over-fiddle with the dials in my car, rarely smile in pictures, enjoy anything with a 
rip-cord start mechanism, and appeared 11 times on a television anagramming show. So not a rock star, then. 

I’m 6’3 with a 6’3 wing span, with a good frame but poor conditioning [READ: blogger body], underdeveloped 
to the point of being non-existent ball skills, and with what looks to be roughly an 9 inch vertical. I love basket-
ball, but I am not a player.  

Nonetheless, I watch basketball. All of the basketball. The Euroleague, the Eurocup, the Champions League, 
the EuropeCup. International competitions. The D-League. The NBA, of course. And the NCAA. Materials on 
those other leagues will follow in due course, for there is so much to say. This document deals only with my 
thoughts on the NBA, however, because primarily, that’s what all the rest of it is for. 

More specifically, I am into the basketball operations side of the game. I am continuously intrigued by the eso-
terica and minutiae of all the aspects of building an NBA basketball team. I want to build the best basketball 
teams possible. No, I don’t know why, either. 

Saying that I "want to build the best basketball teams possible" is vague and all-encompassing, yet it is deliber-
ately so, because that is precisely what I am interested in. There are many such things that go into building a 
team, and I am interested in them all.  

I know the Collective Bargaining Agreement’s rules. I want to prove to you that I know what to do with them. 

I have a website that has a load of dust all over it. There a lot of links to it in here. The links are somewhat pre-
emptive, because the dust will clear. Big plans for its future as a scouting database will be realised. I 
acknowledge that I’ve said this since about 1974, but I really do mean it.  

I don’t write nor provide public analysis via any media for a living. Much as I enjoy producing content, I want to 
be on the other side. I am currently a senior writer and occasional video face at GiveMeSport, the NBA’s offi-
cial UK media partner, on a freelance basis, yet am otherwise unaffiliated. 

Consciously, then, I am on the outside looking in. I neither have nor especially want “access”, and this Mani-
festo is in no way a microphone of the thoughts from people in the league ‘in the know’. These are my own 
conclusions informed by whatever facts are to hand from this side of the fence. Much as I would love to be the 
other side of the fence, there is something to be said for not knowing the inner workings; conclusions are 
drawn with only half of the information (particularly in terms of player leadership, character, etc, which cannot 
really be determined from the outside yet which are important to determining player value), but it does mean 
those conclusions, while less informed, are less confused and, arguably, more objective. 

I have no team affiliation bias, no player bias, no professional biases, and indeed no deliberate or conscious 
biases. No one paid me to write this, just as no one will pay to read it. This is me and what I think, with the 
facts of the situation included that help me draw those conclusions. If I’m wrong, then at least I’m wrong. 

I hope this 2017 NBA Manifesto makes for a fun and informative read. I want it to make cases, with evidence, 
about where teams should go. Because this is what I want to do with my life. 

    - Mark 

Do please send corrections. I want this to be as accurate as possible and not let human error supersede its usefulness. Care has been taken to elimi-
nate error as much as possible, yet the thing is so big that surely some things have snuck through. Send along any you find, and they will be put right. 

-  Please don’t worry too much about the more subjective and inconsequential pieces of information and/or opinion, especially the listed measure-
ments or positions players are listed as playing at. It’s close enough! - Salary info/tax calculations do not account for bonuses, as that information is 

unknown. The remainder is believed correct, though as ever, all corrections welcomed.  

If you’re an agent who doesn’t agree with what I’ve written your client, that’s cool, but let’s not have a tedious exchange of emails about it, and instead 
part as friends. 

All data intended to be correct as of midnight, June 27th 2017, British time. So Jordan Hill is included, because that news broke here just after 12.  

I hope the font isn’t too small. Not a designer. Gave it a go. Will try to do better next time. 

http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/


This manifesto takes the form of 30 team breakdowns. Each team breakdown follows the same format. 

First, we look at what is available. We look at the salary picture, for both now and for the future. We look at what short term spending options are 

available, mindful of the long term situation it would be implemented into. We make sure we have all the cap options known to us, as well as all 

the draft options. 

Second, we look at the team as it stands. We evaluate the players on the team, in recognition of their contractual situations looked at previously. 

And we identify the issues that needs address. 

Then, we work out the strategy of what to do with it all. 

The team logos link to the various team breakdowns, and can be found at the bottom of (almost) every page. This is designed to be a live docu-

ment with built-in navigation beyond just an eternal scroll. Please explore the space. And even if you disagree with every word, I hope you enjoy it. 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto


Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Points per game: 103.2 (22nd) 
Opponents ppg: 104.0 (10th) 
Pace: 97.4 (10th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 104.9 (27th)  
Defensive Rating: 105.8 (4th) 

Average age: 28.4 years (4th oldest) 
Average experience: 7.3 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.1% (23rd) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.7% (16th) 

Head Coach: Mike Budenholzer 

Record: 43-39 (fifth seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .236% (15th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .761% (18th) 

Total rebounding rate: .503% (12th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .504% (19th)   
Defensive eFG%: .507% (8th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 14.2% (28th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.8% (2nd)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .214 (13th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .179 (5th)  

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Paul Millsap $20,072,033     $20,072,033 69 17.9 34.0 18.1 2.6 3.8 0.5 2.1 2.7 .542 24.4 

Kent Bazemore $15,730,338 $16,910,113 $18,089,887 $19,269,662  $70,000,000 73 11.5 26.9 11.0 -0.6 2.8 -2.0 1.2 -0.8 .503 20.5 

Miles Plumlee $12,500,000 $12,500,000 $12,500,000 $12,500,000  $50,000,000 13 9.0 13.4 2.4 0.1 0.2 -3.8 1.3 -2.5 .602 8.7 

Ersan Ilyasova $8,400,000     $8,400,000 26 13.6 24.3 10.4 0.5 0.9 -0.6 0.5 -0.2 .530 19.8 

Marco Belinelli $6,333,333 $6,606,060    $12,939,393 74 13.3 24.0 10.5 2.0 1.2 0.1 -2.0 -1.9 .566 19.2 

Mike Dunleavy Jr $4,837,500 $5,175,000    $10,012,500 30 11.9 15.8 5.6 0.7 0.5 -0.2 -0.8 -1.0 .597 14.3 

Kris Humphries $4,000,000     $4,000,000 56 13.6 12.3 4.6 0.6 1.1 -3.0 0.3 -2.6 .514 17.6 

Thabo Sefolosha $3,850,000     $3,850,000 62 11.9 25.7 7.2 0.6 2.7 -1.9 3.1 1.2 .519 13.3 

Dennis Schroder $2,708,582 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $64,708,582 79 16.1 31.5 17.9 1.2 2.5 0.7 -1.4 -0.7 .533 27.8 

Malcolm Delaney $2,500,000 $2,500,000 $3,125,000   $5,000,000 73 7.6 17.1 5.4 -1.1 1.3 -4.6 -1.2 -5.8 .456 18.3 

Taurean Prince $2,318,280 $2,422,560 $2,526,840 $3,481,986 $4,791,212 $10,749,666 59 9.7 16.6 5.7 -0.4 1.5 -3.9 1.5 -2.4 .512 17.3 

Tim Hardaway Jr $2,281,605 $4,588,840    $2,281,605 79 15.2 27.3 14.5 2.7 2.1 1.3 -1.5 -0.3 .568 22.5 

DeAndre Bembry $1,499,760 $1,567,200 $1,634,640 $2,603,982 $3,752,337 $7,305,582 38 8.9 9.8 2.7 -0.1 0.4 -4.4 0.1 -4.2 .481 14.2 

Mike Muscala $1,015,696     $1,015,696 70 14.3 17.7 6.2 1.8 1.6 -0.4 1.4 1.0 .596 14.9 

Walter Tavares * $1,000,000     $1,000,000 1 13.1 4.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 -8.1 -7.0 -15.1 .532 20.5 

Jarrett Jack * $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ryan Kelly * $418,228     $418,228 16 7.8 6.9 1.6 -0.1 0.2 -6.2 2.3 -3.9 .408 13.7 

Ryan Kelly $286,785 $1,577,230    $1,864,015 16 7.8 6.9 1.6 -0.1 0.2 -6.2 2.3 -3.9 .408 13.7 

Jose Calderon $247,991     $247,991 17 8.7 14.5 3.6 0.1 0.2 -2.8 -1.3 -4.1 .504 13.3 

Gary Neal * $57,672     $57,672 2 -4.3 9.0 2.0 -0.1 0.0 -11.7 -4.9 -16.6 .228 21.2 

Lamar Patterson * $51,449     $51,449 5 -1.9 8.0 1.8 -0.2 0.0 -9.9 -1.2 -11.2 .276 22.2 

Lamar Patterson * $51,449     $51,449 5 -1.9 8.0 1.8 -0.2 0.0 -9.9 -1.2 -11.2 .276 22.2 

Matt Costello * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Lamar Patterson * $25,725     $25,725 5 -1.9 8.0 1.8 -0.2 0.0 -9.9 -1.2 -11.2 .276 22.2 

Total Salaries: $91,216,857 $64,758,163 $50,251,397 $53,355,630 $15,500,000 275,082,017            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  

HAWKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dennis Schroder $2,708,582 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $15,500,000 $64,708,582 79 16.1 31.5 17.9 1.2 2.5 0.7 -1.4 -0.7 .533 27.8 

Malcolm Delaney $2,500,000 $2,500,000 $3,125,000   $5,000,000 73 7.6 17.1 5.4 -1.1 1.3 -4.6 -1.2 -5.8 .456 18.3 

Jose Calderon $247,991     $247,991 17 8.7 14.5 3.6 0.1 0.2 -2.8 -1.3 -4.1 .504 13.3 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kent Bazemore $15,730,338 $16,910,113 $18,089,887 $19,269,662  $70,000,000 73 11.5 26.9 11.0 -0.6 2.8 -2.0 1.2 -0.8 .503 20.5 

Tim Hardaway Jr $2,281,605 $4,588,840    $2,281,605 79 15.2 27.3 14.5 2.7 2.1 1.3 -1.5 -0.3 .568 22.5 

Marco Belinelli $6,333,333 $6,606,060    $12,939,393 74 13.3 24.0 10.5 2.0 1.2 0.1 -2.0 -1.9 .566 19.2 

DeAndre Bembry $1,499,760 $1,567,200 $1,634,640 $2,603,982 $3,752,337 $7,305,582 38 8.9 9.8 2.7 -0.1 0.4 -4.4 0.1 -4.2 .481 14.2 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Taurean Prince $2,318,280 $2,422,560 $2,526,840 $3,481,986 $4,791,212 $10,749,666 59 9.7 16.6 5.7 -0.4 1.5 -3.9 1.5 -2.4 .512 17.3 

Mike Dunleavy Jr $4,837,500 $5,175,000    $10,012,500 30 11.9 15.8 5.6 0.7 0.5 -0.2 -0.8 -1.0 .597 14.3 

Thabo Sefolosha $3,850,000     $3,850,000 62 11.9 25.7 7.2 0.6 2.7 -1.9 3.1 1.2 .519 13.3 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Paul Millsap $20,072,033     $20,072,033 69 17.9 34.0 18.1 2.6 3.8 0.5 2.1 2.7 .542 24.4 

Ersan Ilyasova $8,400,000     $8,400,000 26 13.6 24.3 10.4 0.5 0.9 -0.6 0.5 -0.2 .530 19.8 

Ryan Kelly $286,785 $1,577,230    $1,864,015 16 7.8 6.9 1.6 -0.1 0.2 -6.2 2.3 -3.9 .408 13.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Mike Muscala $1,015,696     $1,015,696 70 14.3 17.7 6.2 1.8 1.6 -0.4 1.4 1.0 .596 14.9 

Miles Plumlee $12,500,000 $12,500,000 $12,500,000 $12,500,000  $50,000,000 13 9.0 13.4 2.4 0.1 0.2 -3.8 1.3 -2.5 .602 8.7 

Kris Humphries $4,000,000     $4,000,000 56 13.6 12.3 4.6 0.6 1.1 -3.0 0.3 -2.6 .514 17.6 

HAWKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Contract notes: 
 
Dennis Schroder: Due to the fact he signed a rookie scale contract 
extension, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the exten-
sion starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the aver-
age of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well 
as all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would 
still be the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would 
be $2,708,582, whereas his incoming salary would be $12,941,716. 
 
Mike Dunleavy Jr: Cannot be traded to Cleveland or Chicago until 
after the moratorium. 
Miles Plumlee: Cannot be traded to Milwaukee or Charlotte until 
after the moratorium, and cannot have his salary aggregated in trade 
until after August 20th. 
Marco Belinelli: Cannot be traded to Charlotte until after the morato-
rium, and cannot have his salary aggregated in trade until after Au-
gust 20th. 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,194,500 (expires January 18th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $150,000 (expires February 22nd 2018 
Trade Exception: $3,333,334 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $4,346,942 (expires June 20th 2018) 

 

Combined total: $101,241,633 

Proximity to cap: $7,098,633 over 

Proximity to tax: $17,707,183 under  
 
(NB: Patterson’s combined $128,623 salaries count for a total of 
$144,181 for tax calculations) 

Contract notes: 
 
Mike Dunleavy Jr: Only $1,662,500 of $5,175,000 guaranteed 
until July 1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched 
(thus counts as $554,167 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Ryan Kelly: Fully unguaranteed $1,577,230 until July 7th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $58,560,100 
 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced, including Millsap. 
John Collins (#19 pick): $1,936,920 
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 
 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All trade exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 
 

Combined total: $68,087,480 

Max cap room:  $35,240,520 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Mike Dunleavy Jr: Only $1,662,500 of $5,175,000 guaranteed 
until July 1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Ryan Kelly: Fully unguaranteed $1,577,230 until July 7th, thereaf-
ter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $64,758,163 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Paul Millsap: $30,108,050 
Ersan Ilyasova: $12,600,000 
Thabo Sefolosha: $7,315,000 
Tim Hardaway Jr: $5,704,013 
Kris Humphries: $5,200,000 
Mike Muscala: $1,471,382  
Jose Calderon: $1,471,382  
John Collins (#19 pick): $1,936,920 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,194,500 (expires January 18th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $150,000 (expires February 22nd 2018 
Trade Exception: $3,333,334 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $4,346,942 (expires June 20th 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $152,285,684 

Proximity to cap: $53,285,684 over 

Proximity to tax: $54,241,837 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

HAWKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Likely to have cap room. Up to $35,240,520, potentially, although this will mean losing 
Millsap et al. 

• Cap room means no Millsap, however. And barring the unforeseeable, Millsap means no 
cap room. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be four trade exceptions that can be used 
(albeit one negligibly small and redundant). They can each be split in multiple directions but 
they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the $2.5 million expiring salary of Delaney (potentially more de-
pending on the statuses of Dunleavy Jr, Prince, Bembry and Kelly, all with unguaranteed por-
tions and/or options), the combined $6,752,230 unguaranteed salaries of Dunleavy and Kelly 
($1,662,500 guaranteed for Dunleavy; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the 
ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Muscala, Millsap, Ilyasova and Sefolosha can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up 
to the maximum salary for up to five years. Humphries can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at up to 104.5% of the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Calderon can 
be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up 
to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finish-
es the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts, but no one is currently eligi-
ble.  

• No one is eligible for an extension at this time except Dunleavy Jr (after July 14th) or Belinelli 
(after July 13th).  

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Augusto Binelli - 40th pick, 1986. 

Very long since retired. 
 

Alain Digbeu - 49th pick, 1997  
Long since retired. 

 
Sergiy Gladyr - 49th pick, 2009 

Drafted as a shooter, but has never developed into an NBA calibre one, and, turning 29 by the start of next 
season, surely never now will. 

 
Marcus Eriksson - 50th pick, 2015  

Has not developed much in his two years after injury, and consistently struggles in the higher standard of 
Euroleague play. A tremendous shooter with his feet set, but there is not a lot of evidence he could get 
NBA shots away easily at this point, especially post-injury, from which he does not look recovered. 

 
Dimitrios Agravanis - 59th pick, 2015 

A poor year in which his Euroleague performance regressed from 2016 and in which he saw no A1 play. 
Unremarkable outside of his stretch big potential, Agravanis shot only 11-48 from three this season. 

 
Isaia Cordinier - 44th pick, 2016 

Struggled with the step up in level to start with, yet was much improved in the second half of last year. A 
long term project as an athletic cutter, slasher and defender, who needs to work on his poise and skills 
development. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 first round pick to Atlanta; top 14 protected up until and including 2020. If not conveyed by then, Min-

nesota’s own 2020 and 2021 second round picks to be set instead. 
2019 first round pick from Cleveland; top 10 protected up until and including 2020. If not conveyed by then, 

Cleveland’s own 2021 and 2022 second round picks to be set instead. 
2019 second round pick from Washington; no protection. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
None. 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: John Collins (#19), Tyler Dorsey (#41), Alpha Kaba (#60) 
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PF/C, 6’11, 240lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

PF, 6’8, 246lbs, 32 years old, 11 years of experience 

Retooling rather than rebuilding and remaining competitive so as to avoid the doldrums will only have worked if Millsap is either retained, or if value is gained. Notwithstanding the declines in his games played, scor-
ing efficiency (by more than the uptake in his three-point rate can justify) and rebounding rates, he would be worthy of a three year, $85 million contract given the circumstances. But it will surely cost more than that, 
especially in terms of the committed years. If he is retained, the trade must remain a possibility. Having lost Al Horford and DeMarre Carroll for nothing, Atlanta cannot easily afford it to happen again. But he is not an 
at-any-price player. If he is brought back at some price, the team must still get younger around him, retaining flexibility and a shred of competitiveness while still planning ahead. 

Tailed off late in the year, but emerged as a much higher volume and more efficient three-point shooter than before. While his 3PAr climbs and climbs (up to .329 this season), his usage rate continues to shrink 
(career low 14.8%), even though as a 41.8% three-point shooter, he should continue to shoot more. This is particularly true when considering that the three-point uptick has seen his offensive rebounding numbers 
drop far off, and, often giving up strength in the post, he needs to counter that from outside. Muscala could have some value on the market as a stretch five who does a decent job keeping up defensively on pick-and
-rolls, without giving up around the basket. The downside of having signed for this fourth season though is that he will not be a restricted free agent. 

SF, 6’7, 220lbs, 33 years old, 11 years of experience 

Sefolosha lost his job to Taurean Prince, which is a very good illustrating of the youth-supplanting-veteran evolution that the fourth oldest team in the league needs more of. However, Sefolosha is now to be an unre-
stricted free agent, so the opportunity to get some value is gone. For cheap, he would be a solid candidate to bring back behind Prince and to assist Bembry, and if there is any value to be found in a sign-and-trade 
deal - which seems unlikely - it should be taken. Thabo can still play defence and pick up a few points on the way. But for that reason, he is probably going to find a contender somewhere. (And probably should have 
been dealt to one at the deadline.) 

SG, 6’5, 201lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

Now that he is very pricy, with a circa $18.1 million per annual cost over the next three years, it should follow that he develops into a more all-around, impactful player going forward. But he doesn’t have the talent to 
do so. Bazemore has some talent, yet it is that of an irritating defender, transition player, corner three-point shooter and occasional slasher benefitting from ball movement and good spacing, not that of a focal point. 
He just does not have the ball skills, poise or ability to make shots off the dribble to be so. It is simply a bad contract, one prohibitive to the medium and long term planning of the team, and one that should be moved 
if possible. 

PG, 6’1, 172lbs, 23 years old, 4 years of experience 

With the keys for the first time, it was an up and down year for Schroder. Inefficient scoring punctuated by far too many mid-range pull-ups, but with improved finishing at the rim, some good defensive pressure full of 
energy and missed spots, all layered in inconsistency. At his core, he remains a slasher and defender, who needs to keep improving his finishing ability and developing that which his slashing avails him (pull-ups, 
kick-outs, welcoming contact), but the potential is there even if the results only half are so far. Certainly, Schroder would benefit greatly from not having to share so big of a load of the offence in the near future. 
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C, 6’11, 249lbs, 28 years old, 5 years of experience 

His mid-season addition by the Hornets was a surprise, not because Hibbert and Hawes did anything in their opportunities (nor were healthy, nor were signed long term), but because of the size of Plumlee’s con-
tract, especially for a back-up ‘traditional’ centre headed towards 30. Plumlee seemed out of shape and then got injured. He sets screens, can catch and finish and does a reasonable job of contesting around the 
basket and cleaning the defensive glass, but offers little away from the basket on either end, has limited skill and lateral quickness, and was not nearly Zeller as a role man. It is a limited contribution for a significant 
pay day. Now on the Hawks, a team without an obvious starting centre, Plumlee must therefore get in shape and win the spot. 

PF, 6’10, 235lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

Usual Ilyasova year; plenty of charges taken, good stretch big shooting, high IQ, nothing fancy and not much in between. The evolution of the NBA, with its focus on stretching the floor and rotation-heavy defensive 
schemes, somewhat suits him, and his midseason addition plugged a significant hole in the roster. Resources on the team might be too limited to bring him back, but if he took slightly less or roughly the same 
amount he just played for, he would be a good retention. 

SF, 6’9, 230lbs, 36 years old, 15 years of experience 

Still very good at spotting up, and will occasionally take a couple of dribbles against an overplay, but is limited to catching-and-shooting now without the speed to get open off the ball as well as others. Also continues 
to struggle with injuries and is merely a minimum salary candidate at this point. 

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

A breakout season for THJ, coming in with expectations of a bit-part player but leaving as an offensive focal point. Perhaps in an overlarge role for his talents, Hardaway nonetheless gave it a go and was one of the 
few offensive creators on the team, and the only one from the wing. Got to the rim and pulled up from three with little in between, which bodes well, and leaked out in transition when few others would or could. Un-
nervingly absent in the playoffs, however, which speaks to his limitations. Ideally, Hardaway would not be relied upon for so much; he would be a finisher, a shooter and a cutter, rather overexposing himself taking 
tough shots and trying to create. These limitations were evidenced by his striking inconsistency, and his defence has not developed in the same way. He has earned a decent pay rise but ought to still be considered 
a fringe starter/quality back-up type with only one good, highly inconsistent year behind him. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 28 years old, 1 year of experience 

Mixed bag of a rookie season. Experienced, but not NBA experienced, Delaney often looked overwhelmed offensively, struggling to make any shots (especially at the basket), not being able to get to the basket or 
find the roll man in pick-and-roll action, and eventually becoming a pull-up two point jump shot specialist (which to be fair he was good at). On the plus side, he was the team’s best point guard defender, applying 
good ball pressure and reading the game well. If he can add three-point range to those twos then he can become a solid back-up point guard - it is not for nothing that Calderon was brought in to replace him for the 
playoffs, but nor is his Euroleague career to date for nothing. Needs a sophomore breakout. 

HAWKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1592
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=220
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=123
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2029
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1603


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

PF/C, 6’9, 235lbs, 32 years old, 13 years of experience 

Left out of the rotation come playoff time but a useful contributor in the regular season prior. Showed an improvement in his three-point shot, which may be his most valuable asset going forwards as his athleticism 
declines and his impact around the rim defensively becomes less than it already is. He has kept his defensive rebounding rates up, however, and so as a glass cleaner, trailer option and pick-and-pop/roll player, he 
has some use as a third stringer in the short term. 

PF, 6’11, 230lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

Kelly cannot be a stretch four in the NBA unless he is willing and able to take a lot more shots than he does, and unless he makes a lot more as well. If he is not a stretch four, then it is difficult to know what he is. A 
high IQ player who makes few mistakes is of some value, yet in doing very little in his time on the court, being overmatched physically by most opponents, and in being aged 26 already, it is of limited value when 
resources are limited. 

SF, 6’8, 220lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Excellent end to his rookie season in which he became not only the fifth starter, but an impactful one. Showed a strong understand of his strengths and his role, a developed body, spot-up shooting, occasional post 
play and a high IQ, Prince excelled defensively, with a team best defensive rating, strength, guile and reads. He shone on both ends while barely taking a dribble beyond the free throw line extended and looks to be 
a fine starter down the road. He has won Thabo’s role. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 210lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Did not play many minutes of note at all in his rookie season, and when he did, he showed that the NBA three-point line is too far away from him right now (one three-point make all year). Given the Hawks’ need for 
shooting, he therefore lost his place to Prince. Reasonably successful D-League stint as a primary option, but must more urgently learn to be a tertiary or less one at the NBA level to get started, running the court, 
defending, extra passing and spotting up. Must be Pat McCaw before being Andre Iguodala. 

PG, 6’3, 200lbs, 35 years old, 12 years of experience 

Even in the latter part of his career, Calderon is passable as a third stringer still. His shot was off this year, but this is surely just an anomaly rather than evidence of serious decline in by far his most important attrib-
ute as a player. Heady and thoroughly undynamic, Calderon showed in game four of the playoffs that he still had good nights left in him. A minimum salary third string option only at this point, but one worth having. 

HAWKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=399
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1997
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2351
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2943
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=384


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

SG, 6’5, 210lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

The recipient of nearly 1,800 minutes, Belinelli shot pretty well from outside after an anomalous poor season the year prior. He is only as good as the team around him and needs setting up, not one for doing much 
of his own volition, especially defensively. But in being an effective catch-and-shoot player, Belinelli pretty much stood alone from the wing position for the Hornets. He hasn’t a huge amount of company on the 
Hawks, either, although the wing rotation has a lot of options if not much shooting. Belinelli has one more year under contract, and should be considered available to trade even with that short-term usefulness, be-
cause he is a viable trade asset on a team with few. 
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Building Blocks 
 Paul Millsap: Has declined a player option for $21,472,407 and thus heading to UFA. 

Would be eligible for a $200 million deal. Do not give him it. But do give him a lot. Re-

signing him will almost certainly involve committing to a fourth year he will not sustain his 

performance for, but so be it. 

 

Good Pieces 
 Mike Muscala: UFA with full Bird rights but meriting a big pay rise and will have suitors. A 

three year, $20-24 million deal would be a decent price range for him, but he may be covet-

ed. 

 Taurean Prince: Three years on rookie scale deal remaining for a combined circa $10.4 

million, which represents tremendous value. Keep. 

 Dennis Schroder: Begins four year, $62 million extension next year, paying an even $15.5 

mil per annum. Keep indefinitely. 

 Tim Hardaway Jr: Expiring rookie scale and a RFA. Would be wary of a four year deal and 

would not exceed $13 mil per. He might rightly be annoyed that that is a lot less than 

Bazemore. 

 

Trade Chips 
 Kent Bazemore: Three years and $54,269,662 remaining. Final year is a player option it 

should be assumed he will exercise. Look to move, as this contract is an obstacle to the fu-

ture barring improvements to his own game that he does not seem likely to make. 

 Marco Belinelli: One year at $6,606,000 remaining. As evidenced by the trade that brought 

him to Atlanta, he is not exactly a highly prized piece, for he was merely filler In that deal; 

that said, if there is some value to be found somewhere, take it. 

 DeAndre Bembry: Three years on rookie scale deal remaining for a combined circa $5.8 

million. If Sefolosha leaves, play him next year and decide next summer whether to keep.

Keep If Millsap Stays 

 Ersan Ilyasova: Expiring $8.4 million contract. If Millsap is retained, his Bird rights be-

come useful and he is a good candidate for being re-signed in a similar price range. 

That price range is the non-taxpayer MLE price range and feasible for him, but using 

his Bird rights, he can be re-signed without needing to use it, which allows that asset to 

be used elsewhere. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Mike Dunleavy Jr: $5,175,000 contract for 2017/18 with only a $1,662,500 guaran-

teed portion. Waive and stretch. 

 Thabo Sefolosha: Expiring $3.85 million contract. The time for value has passed and 

it is probably just best now to let him walk. 

 Malcolm Delaney: One year and $2.5 million remaining, then restricted free agency. 

Keep for now in a bid to accumulate value and/or realise potential. 

 Miles Plumlee: Three years each at $12.5 million remaining. That is a lot of money for 

minimal impact. Needs minutes to contribute and/or redeem value, but is looking large-

ly like a sunken cost for next year. Was genuinely pretty solid as a limited minutes re-

serve/sometime starter in the stretch from 2013-2016, but was a long way short of that 

last year. 

 

Fringe 

 Ryan Kelly: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2016/17. Waive him. Even if he Is 

wanted back, he can be picked up again later. 

 Jose Calderon: Expiring minimum salary. Would be worthy of another one, but it is 

very low priority. 

 Kris Humphries: Expiring $4 million contract. Useful stretch third stringer but the mon-

ey has better value elsewhere. Also a bit redundant with Muscala. 
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Front court depth 
A weakness before the Ilyasova acquisition, and will be even more of one if he, Millsap or 

both depart. Without Howard now - whose increasingly limited game and athleticism 

needs flanking with floor spacing, speed and playmaking alongside him, to complement 

what he does do and mask what he does not - there are more minutes and monies availa-

ble than their were. But that type of player is still sought. And that player is not easy to 

find, of course, let alone two of them.

 

The Millsap situation and star power 
Rebuilding on the fly can only work if Millsap stays. If he leaves, the team has the talent 

only of a lottery team without being one or two years into the process, with some solid-to-

good players but no stars, and no obvious means of growing any internally. This does not 

mean Millsap must stay at all costs - a conventional rebuild would not hurt too badly - but 

having lost much of the 60-win team for no returns, if this was the path to take, it should 

have started long ago, and by choice.

 

Turnovers 
Atlanta finished third last in the league in turnovers per game last year, despite only being 

tenth in pace. Prince turned it over a lot, though he improved as the season went on, 

while Howard turned it over more than he has in any season since he was an offensive 

focal point in Orlando. Primarily, though, Schroder’s erraticism and Delaney’s struggles 

were the main cause. Both should internally improve their control with experience, yet the 

number of bad passes as a team was extremely high. 

Length and athleticism 
At a time that the league is amidst a heightened focus on the importance of length and 

athleticism across the roster, the current Hawks roster somewhat lacks for it. 

 

 

Fits alongside Schroder 

Notwithstanding the limitations, Schroder has been given the keys. Yet he is both a poor of-

fensive fit with a team that lacks for other options (see below) and a poor defensive fit with 

Hardaway, while pairing him with Bazemore makes for only one ball-handler on the team that 

needs defending, with the other not being a shooter to flank him. 

 

Offensive creation and shooting 

Considering the above, the roster also lacks for backcourt creators in the half-court aside from 

Schroder, who is not elite at it himself, and the shift from Horford to Howard took away from 

the offensive balance, ball movement and spacing. Plumlee isn’t going to assuage that. 

Schroder can score in isolation, but he does not keep the ball moving or make an offence tick, 

the problem of course being that no one else really does this either. Atlanta shot 34.1% from 

three-point range on the season, 23rd in the league, despite having Korver for two thirds of 

that time. 

 

Age of roster 

The direct by-product of the rebuild-on-the-fly is a lack of younger players. Veterans such as 

Sefolosha, Dunleavy, Belinelli, Humphries and Calderon are dragging the average age up 

without being rotation pieces, if indeed they are a part of the team going forward at all. Yet 

aside from Prince, who projects as a role player, there is little incumbent youth for a middle-

tier team. 

 

A lot of free agents, yet needing financial flexibility 

Only Schroder and Bazemore are locked up long term, and only one of those ought to be. 

Prince is cheap for a long time; beyond that, however, paydays are coming to keep together 

the good pieces of the team even with the need to improve the team a lot further. Millsap, 

Hardaway Jr and Muscala are of particular concern here, as all are free agents this summer. 

Short term decisions will thus have a great deal of long term impact. With this in mind, 

Bazemore’s contract is already prohibitive, taking up a large amount of the cap on a team with 

fairly tight margins and with a lot of pieces still to acquire. 
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Points per game: 108.2 (7th) 
Opponents ppg: 105.4 (15th) 
Pace: 96.8 (13th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 111.1 (8th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.4 (13th) 

Average age: 25.6 years (25th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.2 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.9% (14th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 33.2% (2nd) 

Head Coach: Brad Stevens 

Record: 53-29 (first seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .212% (25th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .754% (27th) 

Total rebounding rate: .485% (27th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .525% (9th)   
Defensive eFG%: .503% (5th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.2% (9th) 

Defensive TO percentage: 12.6% (17th)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .220 (9th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .223 (23rd)  

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Al Horford $26,540,100 $27,734,405 $28,928,710 $30,123,015  $113,326,230 68 17.7 32.3 14.0 3.6 2.7 1.0 2.1 3.1 .553 19.7 

Amir Johnson $12,000,000     $12,000,000 80 15.0 20.1 6.5 2.9 2.1 -0.2 2.4 2.2 .628 13.6 

Avery Bradley $8,269,663 $8,808,989    $17,078,652 55 14.4 33.4 16.3 1.1 2.0 -0.2 -0.3 -0.5 .548 21.9 

Tyler Zeller $8,000,000 $8,000,000    $16,000,000 51 13.0 10.3 3.5 0.5 0.6 -3.2 0.8 -2.5 .508 16.5 

Isaiah Thomas $6,587,132 $6,261,395    $12,848,527 76 26.5 33.8 28.9 10.9 1.6 8.7 -3.4 5.3 .625 34.0 

Jae Crowder $6,286,408 $6,796,117 $7,305,825 $7,815,533  $28,203,883 72 14.9 32.4 13.9 4.2 2.5 1.4 0.1 1.5 .613 17.0 

Jonas Jerebko $5,000,000     $5,000,000 78 9.4 15.8 3.8 0.8 1.3 -2.3 0.4 -1.9 .537 11.4 

Jaylen Brown $4,743,000 $4,956,480 $5,169,960 $6,534,829 $8,573,696 $21,404,269 78 10.3 17.2 6.6 0.2 1.3 -3.1 -0.9 -4.0 .539 18.1 

Marcus Smart $3,578,880 $4,538,020 $6,053,719   $8,116,900 79 12.0 30.4 10.6 0.5 2.7 -1.1 0.8 -0.3 .486 18.8 

Kelly Olynyk $3,094,013 $4,187,598    $3,094,013 75 15.2 20.5 9.0 2.2 1.9 0.1 0.5 0.7 .603 19.0 

Terry Rozier $1,906,440 $1,988,520 $3,050,390 $4,285,798  $6,945,350 74 10.8 17.1 5.5 0.0 1.4 -2.5 0-0 -2.5 .466 17.1 

James Young $1,825,200     $1,825,200 29 10.0 7.6 2.3 0.1 0.2 -2.0 -1.1 -3.1 .549 13.3 

Demetrius Jackson $1,450,000 $1,384,750 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $6,056,436 5 30.8 3.4 2.0 0.1 0.0 9.2 -2.8 6.4 .753 17.3 

Jordan Mickey $1,223,653 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,295,555 25 9.8 5.6 1.5 -0.1 0.2 -5.7 0.9 -4.8 .473 15.5 

R.J. Hunter * $1,200,240     $1,200,240 - - - - - -  - - - - 

Gerald Green $980,431     $980,431 47 12.0 11.4 5.6 0.1 0.4 -1.9 -2.7 -4.6 .524 22.7 

Ben Bentil * $250,000     $250,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Damion Lee * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jalen Jones * $25,000     $25,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Marcus Georges-Hunt * $25,000     $25,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $93,035,160 $71,940,058 $47,600,356 $46,150,112 $0 $258,725,686            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Isaiah Thomas $6,587,132 $6,261,395    $12,848,527 76 26.5 33.8 28.9 10.9 1.6 8.7 -3.4 5.3 .625 34.0 

Terry Rozier $1,906,440 $1,988,520 $3,050,390 $4,285,798  $6,945,350 74 10.8 17.1 5.5 0.0 1.4 -2.5 0-0 -2.5 .466 17.1 

Demetrius Jackson $1,450,000 $1,384,750 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $6,056,436 5 30.8 3.4 2.0 0.1 0.0 9.2 -2.8 6.4 .753 17.3 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Avery Bradley $8,269,663 $8,808,989    $17,078,652 55 14.4 33.4 16.3 1.1 2.0 -0.2 -0.3 -0.5 .548 21.9 

Marcus Smart $3,578,880 $4,538,020 $6,053,719   $8,116,900 79 12.0 30.4 10.6 0.5 2.7 -1.1 0.8 -0.3 .486 18.8 

James Young $1,825,200     $1,825,200 29 10.0 7.6 2.3 0.1 0.2 -2.0 -1.1 -3.1 .549 13.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jae Crowder $6,286,408 $6,796,117 $7,305,825 $7,815,533  $28,203,883 72 14.9 32.4 13.9 4.2 2.5 1.4 0.1 1.5 .613 17.0 

Jaylen Brown $4,743,000 $4,956,480 $5,169,960 $6,534,829 $8,573,696 $21,404,269 78 10.3 17.2 6.6 0.2 1.3 -3.1 -0.9 -4.0 .539 18.1 

Gerald Green $980,431     $980,431 47 12.0 11.4 5.6 0.1 0.4 -1.9 -2.7 -4.6 .524 22.7 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Amir Johnson $12,000,000     $12,000,000 80 15.0 20.1 6.5 2.9 2.1 -0.2 2.4 2.2 .628 13.6 

Jonas Jerebko $5,000,000     $5,000,000 78 9.4 15.8 3.8 0.8 1.3 -2.3 0.4 -1.9 .537 11.4 

Jordan Mickey $1,223,653 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,295,555 25 9.8 5.6 1.5 -0.1 0.2 -5.7 0.9 -4.8 .473 15.5 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Al Horford $26,540,100 $27,734,405 $28,928,710 $30,123,015  $113,326,230 68 17.7 32.3 14.0 3.6 2.7 1.0 2.1 3.1 .553 19.7 

Kelly Olynyk $3,094,013 $4,187,598    $3,094,013 75 15.2 20.5 9.0 2.2 1.9 0.1 0.5 0.7 .603 19.0 

Tyler Zeller $8,000,000 $8,000,000    $16,000,000 51 13.0 10.3 3.5 0.5 0.6 -3.2 0.8 -2.5 .508 16.5 
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Contract notes: 
 
Al Horford: has a 15% trade kicker. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $93,035,160 

Proximity to cap: $1,107,840 under 

Proximity to tax: $20,251,840 under  
 

Contract notes: 
 
Demetrius Jackson: Only $650,000 of $1,384,750 guaranteed 
until July 15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched 
(thus counts as $216,667 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Tyler Zeller: Fully unguaranteed $8,000,000 until July 2nd, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Jordan Mickey: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 15th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Al Horford: has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $61,300,593 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced. Additionally, Yabusele and Zizic’s cap 
holds removed for 2017/18 by mutual consent.  
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 
Jayson Tatum (#3 pick): $5,090,040 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All trade exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 
 

Combined total: $73,981,093 

Max cap room:  $29,346,907 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Demetrius Jackson: Only $650,000 of $1,384,750 guaranteed 
until July 15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Tyler Zeller: Fully unguaranteed $8,000,000 until July 2nd, there-
after fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Jordan Mickey: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 15th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Al Horford: has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $71,940,058 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Amir Johnson: $15,600,000 
Jonas Jerebko: $9,500,000 
Kelly Olynyk: $7,735,033 
James Young: $2,803,507 
Gerald Green: $1,471,382  
Guerschon Yabusele (#16, 2016); $2,247,480 
Ante Zizic (#23, 2016): $1,645,200 
Jayson Tatum (#3 pick): $5,090,040 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $129,728,700 

Proximity to cap: $30,728,700 over 

Proximity to tax: $47,059,942 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Marcus Thornton - 45th pick, 2015 

The high volume, high efficiency jump shot that made him intriguing as a second rounder has not been 
there for his first two professional seasons. If it comes back, he is a good bench scoring candidate in the 
Barbosa style. [LATE UPDATE: Rights renounced.] 

 
Guerschon Yabusele - 16th pick, 2016 

Very intriguing mix of size, power, skill, strength and perimeter skills. Might not be ready for an NBA rota-
tion, but certainly ready for an NBA contract. 

 
Ante Zizic - 23rd pick, 2016 

Strong season; earned his way into the Euroleague mid-season, and then impressed within it. An NBA 
calibre centre who could contribute offensively tomorrow, and who is projectable defensively. 

 
Abdel Nader - 58th pick, 2016 

D-League Rookie Of The Year who was given an awful lot of the ball and scored a lot of points with it, 
albeit not especially efficiently. Projectable defensively with his long wing span, but needs a lot of work; 
until such time as he improves that, and cuts down on errors, he is a deep bench player at the NBA level. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 first round pick from Brooklyn; no protection. 
2018 first round pick from L.A. Lakers; top 1 protected and also 6-30 protected. If it is not conveyed, Bos-

ton gets the more favourable of Philadelphia and Sacramento’s 2019 first round picks instead, both also 
protected #1. If one of the two is #1, Boston gets the other one. 

2019 first round pick from L.A. Clippers; top 14 protected up until and including 2020. If not conveyed by 
then, L.A. Clippers’ own 2022 second round pick to be sent instead. 

2019 first round pick from Memphis; top 8 protected in 2019, top 6 protected in 2020, unprotected in 2021. 
2019 second round pick from Detroit; no protection. 
2020 second round pick from Miami; no protection. 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Oklahoma City; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2019 second round pick to Memphis; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 

 
 

2017 Draft picks: Jayson Tatum (#3), Semi Ojeleye (#37), Kadeem Allen (#53), Jabari 
Bird (#56) 

 

 
 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Very likely to have cap room. Up to $29,346,907, potentially, as above. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $19,608,404 combined expiring salaries of Bradley, 
Thomas and Smart (potentially more depending on the statuses of Zeller, Mickey, Rozier, 
Jackson and Brown, all with unguaranteed portions and/or team options), the combined 
$10,856,132 unguaranteed salaries of Zeller, Jackson and Mickey ($650,000 guaranteed for 
Jackson; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Jerebko and Olynyk can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum 
salary for up to five years. Johnson can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 
175% of his previous salary (i.e. $21 million) for up to four years. Green can be signed and 
traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. 
Young can be signed and traded for up to five years, but the point immediately below this one 
applies to him. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team fin-
ishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Due to having the fourth year of his rookie salary scale contract declined, Young can be re-
signed only to a maximum starting amount of $2,803,507. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Avery Bradley and Isaiah 
Thomas, who will also be eligible for extensions, may be worthy recipients of this. Both have 
contracts too small to get worthy extensions without including a renegotiation. There is not 
however enough cap space to both do this and acquire expensive FAs. Due to his years of 
experience, Thomas might be cheaper to extend now than he will be to re-sign next year; 
however, precisely for that reason, he might not want to.  

• Mickey will also be eligible for a veteran extension after July 19th. Smart will be eligible for a 
rookie scale extension. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 245lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

A star role player who has lost a step defensively, but only one. Horford provided great balance for this Celtics team, defending the interior and perimeter bigs, driving and shooting the ball himself, and enjoying an 
enlarged playmaking role, his ability to stretch and pass the ball expanding the team's overall playbook. It is a fair question as to whether his cost for non-star, soon-to-decrease production will prove to be prohibitive 
down the road, especially given that his small forward-like rebounding creates a hole for his team that the Bulls exploited in their two round one wins. That said, that is also a question that can be addressed down the 
road. For now, he adds a lot. 

PF, 6’9, 240lbs, 30 years old, 12 years of experience 

A long since underrated starting power forward or third-big-in-a-three-big-man-rotation type who, unfortunately, is not that any more. Johnson's mobility is going, and so is his effectiveness; no longer with the mobility 
to defend his position nor attack the glass like he could, let alone run like his younger self, Johnson now exists as a reliable, unremarkable, solid, intelligent post player with the occasional ability to stretch the floor on 
the world’s slowest release, without the explosion and dynamicism of his youth. He just played 1,608 regular season minutes, but it would be a surprise to see him crack 1,200 again. As a free agent this summer, 
Johnson has an enormous cap hold that might be required elsewhere, so he could well be departing, unless he were to re-sign for the room MLE. That would be a bargain, but even then, finding a more athletic alter-
native may be more valuable. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 235lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Very valuable and very competitively priced. If he is to be upgraded, it is not because he has in any way disappointed. Crowder exhibited a much improved three-point stroke this season that put him towards the very 
top of the pile of the best three-and-D players in the game, an asset in trade but an asset on the team for the short, medium and (if you'd like) long term futures. Awkwardly yet helpfully, Crowder is both a player not 
to be given away, and a perfect foundational piece (both financially and in terms of quality of play) for a trade for a star player. Any team trading away a star player would love to be able to say "at least we got Jae 
Crowder" back in return, no? 

PG/SG, 6’2, 180lbs, 26 years old, 7 years of experience 

A career year for Bradley in most categories, especially with an unexpected yet massive increase in his rebounding numbers. Bradley has developed into a plenty solid player on both ends of the court, an engaged 
defender and timely offensive player who does not let being undersized deter him from going to the glass and wanting the toughest wing defence match-up. His contract situation, however, must play a big role in his 
future - Bradley is underpaid for what he does, yet his contract expires at the end of next year, and he will require/merit a bigger deal to keep him. There will be suitors, and Bradley will be turning 28 next November. 
So while he is a valuable player an asset, he is one that needs consolidating. He should be either renegotiated and extended this summer, or traded while the value is high. Not because he is not good, but because 
he is. 

PG, 5’9, 185lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

Really quite remarkable season, especially late in game, and it was a shame it ended how it did. Nevertheless, that shall pass, and it seems the team now owns one of the NBA's best scoring talents. Isaiah's de-
fence takes a lot off the table, and although he has improved significantly every season, next season must be the one in which that end of the floor begins to catch him. His overall fit both in the backcourt (especially 
if a high draft pick guard is coming), and on the team in general, is a valid concern. Having a 5'9 star shoot-first guard with poor defence is not the easiest thing to reconcile. Longevity, too, may be a factor, as may 
contract status. Nevertheless, his legitimacy as an All-Star calibre scorer gives him a huge amount of value, even if, down the road, it is not here. 
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PF/C, 7’0, 238lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

Increasingly tenacious, somewhat awkward, strangely unafraid, often overwhelmed. Olynyk has his uses as a backup, occasionally manifest through offensive nights and often as something of a defensive annoy-
ance. Olynyk will try anything, and his versatility as a backup stretch big has value to this and any team. That value however may not be realised; as a free agent in what projects to be Boston's last foreseeable sum-
mer of cap room, Olynyk should be considered expendable, and if there is any value to be found via the sign-and-route, it should perhaps be taken. 

PF, 6’10, 231lbs, 30 years old, 7 years of experience 

Injuries and an unfavourable depth chart made for a fairly mediocre season numbers wise, albeit not one without its moments. Jerebko's two full seasons in Boston have not rivalled his Detroit years, and, given the 
limited roster spots and the need to prioritise filling them elsewhere - plus the impending arrivals of Yabusele and Zizic - there might not be a spot for him here. Nevertheless, if the three previous years of near-40% 
three-point shooting are more representative of his shooting ability than the four around them, then that plus his generally heady play, and defensive effort if not results, may make him a candidate for the room MLE 
if the cap space route is pursued. 

SF, 6’7, 225lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Not a huge amount to show for his rookie season, though he won trust and a steady rotation spot as the year went on, particularly defensively, where his greatest potential lies. The short leash speaks to how much 
there is to learn, especially on a team with particularly complicated schemes at either end. Nevertheless, Brown should be back doing right what he did before - backing up on the wing positions initially, defending 
three positions and trying to pick some spots without the ball offensively, potentially growing into the starting role of what is a winnable spot in the line-up next season. Needs a summer in the weight room and film 
room, interspersed with shooting drills, to reach what is a very high ceiling. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 220lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Career projections of his offence are not working out, but the defence is remarkable, with ball pressure, unabashed confidence, and the physical profile to defend at least three positions. Every team could use a play-
er like Marcus Smart, even if they have both Isaiah Thomas and Avery Bradley. If he can spot-up better from straight on, develop in the post, finish better around the rim and become more of a threat off the dribble 
without needing to become a defence breaker-downer, Smart can go one or two levels further. At some point, though, the Bradley-or-Smart decision may be coming, especially given that, barring an extension, both 
head for free agency next summer. 

PG, 6’2, 190lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Supposedly kept in favour of Serge Ibaka, Rozier then faced a short leash for a year and struggled badly offensively. His physical profile and effort should make him, and already are starting to make him, into a very 
good point guard defender. But the offence has a lot of work to be done, both in terms of his individual scoring ability (the only shot he hits at an average level is the inefficient mid-range jump shot) and for others 
(where he struggles to make plays out of the pick-and-roll). With a crowded guard depth chart ahead of him that is potentially about to get more crowded, Rozier may be worth trading - if he is kept, his value will only 
diminish further if he is not played, and if he does not improve upon his level of play. His potential is hereby noted, though. 
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C, 7’0, 253lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

Solid yet unremarkable post player in a league slowly moving away from solid unremarkable post players. Career lows in every category, and in particular his true shooting percentage, down to .508% from 
the .591% of his breakout year two seasons ago. Zeller is seemingly trying to become a mid-range shooter, over-relying on it rather than using his rudimentary-yet-effective post skills and patience to score around 
the basket. With his physical profile, he is only ever going to be a post player. He should embrace it again. Given his struggles to switch on the perimeter, his reasonable-yet-significant cap number, and the fact that 
Zizic is coming, Zeller might require being moved this summer for whatever little return is possible, replaced instead by an athletic rebounder. Failing that, he is an obvious waivers candidate. 

PF, 6’8, 235lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

A team with poor rebounding centres, relying upon a 6'2 shooting guard for 6.1 rebounds per game, ranking amongst one of the worst teams on the glass in the league, and having few rim protection options 
amongst their rotation, could really benefit from a springy board-crashing free-roaming help-defending athletic on the interior like Mickey. Yet in two years, with very few NBA minutes and not much to show for his 
incalculable number of D-League assignments, they do not have it. The best way to know where he is at is to play him. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 205lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

Sometimes the back-up small forward, sometimes the third string shooting guard, sometimes the starting power forward. Inconsistency defines his career; nevertheless, in a deep bench utilitarian role, consistency 
does not matter too much. If the shot's not going in, he just needn't play. Played a limited role without complaint and is always good for some threes, or at least the threat of them. A minimum salary player at this 
point who may have to move on once more due to the roster spots crunch, but who would merit a return for one more year. 

SG, 6’6, 215lbs, 21 years old, 3 years of experience 

Young came into the NBA as a shooter and shot maker with good size but with little idea of how to get open for shots, and with little impact in every other area of the game. Three years and 751 regular season 
minutes later, he still is that. Young is still only 21, but he has shown nothing to earn a spot in the NBA, let alone an NBA rotation. A year in the G-League may be the way for him to go, one in which he needs to 
show some hustle, more interest defensively, and some more shooting efficiency/volume. There is no reason he should not as a baseline enjoy the career of Troy Daniels. But there is nothing yet. 

PG, 6’1, 201lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Cannot read anything into the 17 meagre NBA minutes he played, rightfully spending most of the year on assignment at the Red Claws. However, it was not a particularly impressive rookie D-League season for a 22 
year old lead guard. Jackson is still projectable as a change-of-pace role playing guard, but the three-point line needs to become easier for him. 
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Building Blocks 

 Isaiah Thomas: One more year at $6,261,395. Eligible for the renegotiation/extension op-

tion so as to avoid the open market, and if no star can be found via the cap space route, this 

is probably the best use of the space available. Take trade calls, however. 

 Al Horford: Three years and circa. $87 million remaining, with a player option for 2019/20. 

May be a burdensomely large contract in the back end, but keep indefinitely. 
 

Good Pieces 

 Avery Bradley: One more year at $8,808,989. Eligible for the renegotiation/extension option 

so as to avoid the open market, and if no star can be found via the cap space route, this is 

probably the best use of the space available, second only to the same with Thomas. It is 

worth establishing his trade value given the wealth of guard options and the need to both 

balance the team, consolidate assets and improve the talent level. But taking Tatum instead 

of another guard makes this less of a requirement. 

 Jae Crowder: One of the team-friendliest contracts in the league, with three years and circa. 

$22 million left. Young, cheap, productive, versatile and locked in, he will surely have great 

value - it is probably worth gauging how much so. 

 Jaylen Brown: Three years of rookie salary scale remaining. Several years of enormous 

ceiling left. Keep, play, develop. 

 Marcus Smart: Beginning final year of rookie scale at $4,538,020 and eligible for an exten-

sion. If there is a possibility of cap room in 2018, it would probably be cheaper to extend him 

in advance, given the new CBA’s increase in rookie scale free agent cap holds beginning 

that summer. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Terry Rozier: Two years of rookie scale remaining. Barring a trade, not about to climb up 

the guard rotation any time soon, so worth pursuing a trade for value unless the rotation 

opens up in front of him.  

 Kelly Olynyk: Entering restricted free agency. Investigate sign-and-trade possibilities. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Amir Johnson: Expiring $12 million contract. If the cap space ambitions are to be re-

alised, Johnson will need to be renounced, but if he will take the cap room MLE after-

wards, that would be a good payment for his services. May get more elsewhere, 

though, even when considering his declining game (which should limit any deal to a 

maximum of two years).  

 Jordan Mickey: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for 2017/18, team option for 

2018/19. Keep him and play him to establish credentials.  

 Jonas Jerebko: Expiring $5 million contract. A worthy backup, but retain only for room 

MLE or less. 

 

Fringe 

 Tyler Zeller: Unguaranteed $8 million contract for 2017/18, final year. Move it if possi-

ble, waive it if not, and give the spot to Zizic. 

 James Young: Expiring $1,825,200 contract. Allow him to walk. 

 Demetrius Jackson: Partially guaranteed minimum salary contract, signed through 

2019. Probably worthy of one more year to prove himself and develop under NBA 

coaching, but if his roster spot is needed elsewhere, it is not likely to be a consequen-

tial loss. [NB: with a $650,000 guarantee, waiving him, even utilising the stretch provi-

sion, would open up negligible cap room, so there is little financial incentive to waiving 

him.] 

 Gerald Green: Expiring minimum salary contract. Retain for minimum or do not retain 

at all. 
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Frontcourt size, athleticism and rebounding 

For all that Horford brings to the team, his ever-declining rebounding rate on both ends 

created a giant weakness on the team on the rebounding glass, particularly the defensive 

end. None of Johnson, Olynyk or Jerebko were the right players alongside him to offset 

this - none are especially athletic, all are increasingly distant from the post offensively, and 

none can counter what is often a speed disadvantage with extra size. This was particularly 

evident in the inability to keep an otherwise average Robin Lopez off of the glass in the 

two dropped first round series games against the Bulls, leaking possessions and points 

and undermining the prior defence. Yabusele will help in this regard. 

 

Finding an athletic, rebounding, switch-tastic offensively 
capable power forward 

Related to the above, and with all due respect to Johnson, the team needs a power for-

ward akin to who he was, rather than who he now is. Is Tatum this? Possibly, albeit in a 

small forward’s frame.  
 

Second creator, scoring with Isaiah on the bench 

As good as Isaiah has become off the dribble, especially in the clutch, one is never 

enough, and a second talent with the ability to create their own shot off the dribble against 

defensive pressure is needed. The cap space could well solve this problem, but if that 

player plays the same position as Thomas, or pushes down others who could, there will 

remain a roster imbalance, if not an increased one. 

 

Backcourt overstock 

Already with Thomas, Bradley and Smart as the three guard rotation, each with vital roles 

to play, the addition of further guard talent will further saturate an already deep part of the 

depth chart. Rozier is already the victim of this, and if another quality guard is acquired be 

it on purpose or by happenstance, a consolidation move must surely happen before one 

leaves in free agency. 

Isaiah’s defence 

Too big of an issue to ever ignore and what will prevent him personally from joining the elites 

will, if not catered for, present the team from joining the elites as well. It is possible to make a 

team around Thomas that props up his individual shortcomings. It does however rely upon a 

pretty perfect combination of other players, each with their own uses as two-way players (in 

respect of the aforementioned need for further offensive players and creators). And that will 

not be easy to do. (See also, this.) 

 

Flanking Thomas or moving Thomas 

In relation to the above, if it proves too obstructive, the possibility of moving Thomas must 

remain open. 
 

Star power and two-way players 

With all the assets to work with outlined previously, this offseason will be the best time to 

strike in acquiring a second (and perhaps third) star talent. This need not mean it has to be 

happen; rather, it means only that it can. Not doing so this offseason will nevertheless mean 

it becomes increasingly imperative to do so down the road, when value might not be as 

ready (i.e. when the free agency route, and the lack of outgoings associated with it, is not 

possible). 
 

Cost down the road 

Ultimately, team-friendly contracts such as those of Crowder, Brown, Smart and Tatum run 

out eventually, just as those of Thomas and Bradley are about to. Down the road, things will 

get expensive, necessitating financial prudence even with the more immediate decisions. 
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Points per game: 105.8 (12th) 
Opponents ppg: 112.5 (29th) 
Pace: 101.3 (1st) 
 

Offensive Rating: 104.1 (28th)  
Defensive Rating: 110.7 (23rd) 

Average age: 25.7 years (23rd oldest) 
Average experience: 4.5 years 

Three-point shooting: 33.8% (26th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.6% (22nd) 

Head Coach: Kenny Atkinson 

Record: 20-62 

Offensive rebounding rate: .195% (28th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .762% (18th) 

Total rebounding rate: .482% (28th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .507% (17th)   
Defensive eFG%: .513% (17th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 14.7% (29th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 11.6% (28th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .228 (6th) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .212 (15th)  
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Timofey Mozgov $16,000,000 $15,280,000 $16,000,000 $16,720,000  $64,000,000 54 12.3 20.4 7.4 0.7 0.4 -2.8 -0.8 -3.6 .553 16.8 

Jeremy Lin $11,483,254 $12,000,000 $12,516,746   $36,000,000 36 19.2 24.5 14.5 1.3 0.8 2.5 -0.4 2.1 .566 26.6 

Trevor Booker $9,250,000 $9,125,000    $18,375,000 71 15.7 24.7 10.0 0.9 2.2 -1.6 1.8 0.2 .554 18.7 

Andrew Nicholson $6,088,993 $6,362,998 $6,637,002 $6,991,007  $26,080,000 10 5.0 11.1 3.0 -0.2 0.1 -6.8 -1.0 -7.8 .430 15.8 

Deron Williams * $5,474,787 $5,474,787 $5,474,787 $5,474,787  $21,899,148 - - - - - - - - - - - 

D’Angelo Russell $5,332,800 $5,562,360 $7,019,698 $9,160,706  $17,914,858 63 15.3 28.7 15.6 0.3 1.0 1.1 -1.6 -0.5 .518 26.6 

Luis Scola * $5,000,000     $5,000,000 36 13.9 12.8 5.1 0.4 0.4 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 .550 18.7 

Greivis Vasquez * $4,347,826     $4,347,826 3 4.1 13.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 -5.7 -1.8 -7.5 .376 11.3 

K.J. McDaniels $3,333,333     $3,333,333 20 12.5 14.7 6.3 0.0 0.3 -3.3 -0.4 -3.7 .556 19.3 

Justin Hamilton $3,000,000 $3,000,000    $6,000,000 64 13.6 18.4 6.9 1.0 1.0 -0.9 0.2 -0.8 .550 16.2 

Randy Foye $2,500,000     $2,500,000 69 7.3 18.6 5.2 -0.6 0.7 -3.0 -1.0 -3.9 .506 14.4 

Quincy Acy $1,790,092 $1,709,538    $3,499,630 32 13.1 15.9 6.5 0.6 0.5 -1.1 -0.7 -1.8 .587 16.5 

Caris LeVert $1,562,280 $1,632,480 $1,702,800 $2,625,718 $3,762,653 $7,523,278 57 12.2 21.7 8.2 0.8 1.0 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 .556 16.6 

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson $1,395,600 $1,471,382 $2,470,357 $3,594,369  $5,337,339 78 13.7 22.6 8.7 0.4 2.2 -2.9 1.9 -1.0 .517 18.7 

Isaiah Whitehead $1,074,145 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,608,442 73 7.5 22.5 7.4 -1.8 0.9 -4.3 -0.6 -4.9 .487 18.2 

Anthony Bennett * $1,015,696     $1,015,696 23 14.7 11.5 5.0 0.3 0.2 -0.8 -2.2 -3.0 .533 19.4 

Sean Kilpatrick $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 70 13.1 25.1 13.1 0.3 1.1 -1.2 -1.8 -3.0 .546 23.9 

Joe Harris $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 52 9.0 21.9 8.2 0.1 0.6 -1.4 -1.5 -3.0 .558 16.5 

Marcus Thornton * $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Spencer Dinwiddie $726,672 $1,524,305 $1,656,092   $3,907,069 59 12.7 22.6 7.3 1.9 0.9 -0.7 -0.2 -0.9 .581 14.1 

Jarrett Jack * $500,000     $500,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Andrea Bargnani * $323,599     $323,599 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yogi Ferrell * $102,300     $102,300 10 6.5 15.1 5.4 -0.2 0.0 -4.0 -3.3 -7.3 .482 19.9 

Yogi Ferrell * $100,000     $100,000 10 6.5 15.1 5.4 -0.2 0.0 -4.0 -3.3 -7.3 .482 19.9 

Egidijus Mockevicius * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Archie Goodwin $75,000 $1,577,230    $1,652,230 12 18.6 15.3 7.9 0.4 0.1 0.3 -1.4 -1.0 .633 20.7 

Cliff Alexander * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Prince Ibeh *  $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Quincy Acy * $57,672     $57,672 32 13.1 15.9 6.5 0.6 0.5 -1.1 -0.7 -1.8 .587 16.5 

Quincy Acy * $57,672     $57,672 32 13.1 15.9 6.5 0.6 0.5 -1.1 -0.7 -1.8 .587 16.5 

Archie Goodwin * $57,672     $57,672 12 18.6 15.3 7.9 0.4 0.1 0.3 -1.4 -1.0 .633 20.7 

Archie Goodwin * $57,672     $57,672 12 18.6 15.3 7.9 0.4 0.1 0.3 -1.4 -1.0 .633 20.7 

Beau Beech * $45,000     $45,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $83,943,358 $69,081,301 $55,022,433 $33,488,247 $0 $241,535,339            
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jeremy Lin $11,483,254 $12,000,000 $12,516,746   $36,000,000 36 19.2 24.5 14.5 1.3 0.8 2.5 -0.4 2.1 .566 26.6 

Spencer Dinwiddie $726,672 $1,524,305 $1,656,092   $3,907,069 59 12.7 22.6 7.3 1.9 0.9 -0.7 -0.2 -0.9 .581 14.1 

Isaiah Whitehead $1,074,145 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,608,442 73 7.5 22.5 7.4 -1.8 0.9 -4.3 -0.6 -4.9 .487 18.2 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

D’Angelo Russell $5,332,800 $5,562,360 $7,019,698 $9,160,706  $17,914,858 63 15.3 28.7 15.6 0.3 1.0 1.1 -1.6 -0.5 .518 26.6 

Caris LeVert $1,562,280 $1,632,480 $1,702,800 $2,625,718 $3,762,653 $7,523,278 57 12.2 21.7 8.2 0.8 1.0 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 .556 16.6 

Sean Kilpatrick $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 70 13.1 25.1 13.1 0.3 1.1 -1.2 -1.8 -3.0 .546 23.9 

Randy Foye $2,500,000     $2,500,000 69 7.3 18.6 5.2 -0.6 0.7 -3.0 -1.0 -3.9 .506 14.4 

Archie Goodwin $75,000 $1,577,230    $1,652,230 12 18.6 15.3 7.9 0.4 0.1 0.3 -1.4 -1.0 .633 20.7 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson $1,395,600 $1,471,382 $2,470,357 $3,594,369  $5,337,339 78 13.7 22.6 8.7 0.4 2.2 -2.9 1.9 -1.0 .517 18.7 

K.J. McDaniels $3,333,333     $3,333,333 20 12.5 14.7 6.3 0.0 0.3 -3.3 -0.4 -3.7 .556 19.3 

Joe Harris $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 52 9.0 21.9 8.2 0.1 0.6 -1.4 -1.5 -3.0 .558 16.5 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Trevor Booker $9,250,000 $9,125,000    $18,375,000 71 15.7 24.7 10.0 0.9 2.2 -1.6 1.8 0.2 .554 18.7 

Andrew Nicholson $6,088,993 $6,362,998 $6,637,002 $6,991,007  $26,080,000 10 5.0 11.1 3.0 -0.2 0.1 -6.8 -1.0 -7.8 .430 15.8 

Quincy Acy $1,790,092 $1,709,538    $3,499,630 32 13.1 15.9 6.5 0.6 0.5 -1.1 -0.7 -1.8 .587 16.5 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Timofey Mozgov $16,000,000 $15,280,000 $16,000,000 $16,720,000  $64,000,000 54 12.3 20.4 7.4 0.7 0.4 -2.8 -0.8 -3.6 .553 16.8 

Justin Hamilton $3,000,000 $3,000,000    $6,000,000 64 13.6 18.4 6.9 1.0 1.0 -0.9 0.2 -0.8 .550 16.2 
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Contract notes: 
 
Jeremy Lin: Has a 10% trade kicker. 
 
Andrew Nicholson: Cannot be traded to Washington until after the 
moratorium. 
 
Archie Goodwin: Cannot be traded until after the moratorium. 
 
 

 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $83,943,358 

Proximity to cap: $10,199,642 under 

Proximity to tax: $29,502,025 under  
 
(NB: Ferrell’s $102,300 contract counts as $184,552 for luxury tax 
purposes) 

Contract notes: 
 
Joe Harris and Sean Kilpatrick: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 
until June 30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Quincy Acy: Fully unguaranteed $1,709,538 until July 16th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Spencer Dinwiddie: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305, becoming 
$50,000 if he plays in summer league, then $250,000 guaranteed 
on October 31st. Waived. 
Archie Goodwin: Fully unguaranteed $1,577,230, becoming 
$200,000 guaranteed on October 31st. Waived. 
Jeremy Lin: Has a 10% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $61,221,618 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
Jarrett Allen (#22 pick): $1,713,720 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All trade exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 

Combined total: $68,894,568 

Max cap room:  $34,433,432 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Joe Harris and Sean Kilpatrick: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 
until June 30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Quincy Acy: Fully unguaranteed $1,709,538 until July 16th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Spencer Dinwiddie: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305, becoming 
$50,000 if he plays in summer league, then $250,000 guaranteed 
on October 31st. Kept and guaranteed. 
Archie Goodwin: Fully unguaranteed $1,577,230, becoming 
$200,000 guaranteed on October 31st. Kept and guaranteed. 
Jeremy Lin: Has a 10% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $69,081,301 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
K.J. McDaniels: $6,333,333 
Randy Foye: $3,000,000 
Jarrett Allen (#22 pick): $1,713,720 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 
Combined total: $84,456,354 

Proximity to cap: $18,871,646 under 

Proximity to tax: $49,918,699 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Christian Drejer -  51st pick, 2004 
Long since retired. 

 

Juan Vaulet - 39th pick, 2015  
Still young, and still underdeveloped with his ball skills and shot making from all areas. Still a 
nuisance with a high motor. Would be a very good idea to get him to Long Island. The extended 
ankle problems, however, are a concern. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 second round pick from Indiana; protected from 45-60 up to and including 2022, then un-
protected in 2023. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2018 first round pick to Boston; no protection. 

2018 second round pick to Charlotte or Philadelphia; no protection. In separate deals, Cleve-
land traded a 2018 second round pick to Philadelphia, Brooklyn traded to Philadelphia the right 
to swap its pick with Cleveland’s, and then Brooklyn traded a 2018 second round pick to Char-
lotte. Charlotte will therefore receive the less favourable of its own and Cleveland’s, while Phila-
delphia receives the more favourable. 

2019 second round pick to Memphis; no protection.  

2020 second round pick to Philadelphia or Orlando; no protection. In separate deals, Philadel-
phia acquired New York and Brooklyn’s 2020 second round picks; in a third deal, they agreed 
to send the lesser of these two to Orlando. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Jarrett Allen (#22), Aleksandar Vezenkov (#57) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Barring some massive trading between now and July 1st, the team is definitely going to 

have cap room. Up to $34,433,432, potentially. 

• If/when the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap 
room exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $12,125,000 combined expiring salary of Booker and 
Hamilton (potentially more depending on the statuses of Lin, Russell, Acy, LeVert, Hollis Jef-
ferson, Whitehead, Kilpatrick, Harris, Dinwiddie and Goodwin, all with unguaranteed portions 
and/or team options), the combined $7,859,683 unguaranteed salaries of Acy, Harris, Din-
widdie, Goodwin and Kilpatrick (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability 
to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent 
players, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

 

• Foye can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a value of up to 120% of his previous 
salary (i.e. $3 million) for up to four years. McDaniels can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at a value of up to the maximum salary for a maximum of five years. NB: BYC ap-
plies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over 
the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 
There seems to be very little risk of this, though. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, no one is eligible. 

• No one is eligible for an extension. 
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C, 7’1, 275lbs, 30 years old, 7 years of experience 

Everything's down. Mozgov's true shooting percentage is down, his free throw rate is doing, his rebounding rate is down, his blocked shots rate is down, and his turnovers are up. His main value was a pretty good 
mid-range shot, but given that his effectiveness at defending the rim is down and his body type is not suited to defending the perimeter, this one facet does not offset what he takes away. Mozgov was shut down, 
didn't like it, and being on the wrong side of 30 might well just be a backup on a star's contract going forward. Still, Brooklyn can afford it. 

PF, 6’8, 228lbs, 29 years old, 7 years of experience 

As ever, a good role playing season for Booker, who has very much emerged throughout his career as a defensive presence and performing the rare feat of improving his rebound rate almost every year. This is 
especially impressive given that he takes outside jumpers more often now in a way he never used to, which usually means a rebounding rate going the other way. As an expiring contract attached to a quality player, 
he is a good trade piece (and the earlier the better); should no trade be possible, he is good value as a veteran as well. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 220lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

The move to the power forward spot is the right idea, given that the perimeter jump shot is broken in a way that does not look readily fixable, and the handles are not much better if at all. He is going to be better suit-
ed as an undersized, hustling, athletic big than he is as a wing with a sloppy, exploitable handle. But he needs the added strength to be able to pull this off, as well as more experience and better decision making 
(which hopefully will come with the experience). 

PG/SG, 6’5, 195lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

On a very high usage rate for one so young, Russell was given the opportunity to lead the team, and did not. His own performance did improve slightly on his rookie numbers, but he took a lot of shots, of all kinds, 
and was not efficient on any of them. Russell's scoring game is mostly the jump shot, and often the jump shot off the dribble, an aspect of the game for which he is good at creating space, yet not one in which he is 
yielding consistent form or results. The defence is worse, and for all the Manu Ginobili-like projections, Russell is currently closer to a prime Mike James. He does however have both plenty of talent, and plenty of 
time to put it together. The Nets may not have the talent, but they do have the time. So this is a good pairing. 

PG, 6’3, 200lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

Seems at home in a pace-and-space system; give him a team of shooters to spot up around him and he'll find them (35.5% assist percentage) while still getting his own. Admittedly in a shortened season due to 
injury and ignoring the lazy defence that stats never cover well, this was nevertheless Lin's best year since Linsanity. It was notable how much the team struggled without him (1-27 stretch after he got injured; 11-12 
stretch upon his return). Nonetheless, if a pick is there to be had, take it; the sign-vets-trade-vets-for-picks strategy might never work this well again. 
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C, 7’0, 260lbs, 27 years old, 3 years of experience 

A mediocre rebounder and worse defender who all too often just gave up the paint, Hamilton at least somewhat it earned it back with his skilled offensive game. If he is to take three-pointers at this volume going 
forward - and, really, he should - then more than 30.4% of them will have to go in. But that is plenty foreseeable. So too would be a trade for a second round pick (or, if attached to some big offloaded salary, perhaps 
a first). A player worth having, but more a player worth trading. 

PF, 6’9, 250lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

Very poor season in which he did not look like an NBA player. Gave up the post to pursue an outside game over the course of his career, yet 18.5% three point shooting is not getting it done. Has never excelled 
defensively and is a poor rebounding big, so at this point he is a stretch big that does not stretch. Really, really needs a bounce-back year. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 205lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

Capable of good ball pressure and plenty of deflections defensively, but has a tendency to get lost and miss cutters off the ball. Still not a good outside shooter, although the .556% true shooting percentage is very 
much a career high, helped by much improved finishing at the rim. On the Nets right now, McDaniels is probably in the right sort of place for the right sort of price, but he certainly does not have a stranglehold on the 
defensive wing specialist role. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 203lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Good solid start to his career with efficient finishing, streaky yet projectable three-point shooting, a pretty good idea of what shots to take, and defensive activity. A long armed deflector/contester, LeVert needs some 
strength and experience, but could be a good ‘libero’ in future years. 

PG/SG, 6’6, 220lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

A worthy late pick-up in which he had a couple of big offensive games while particularly asserting himself on defence, using his size and length to exert pressure on the pick-and-roll. Dinwiddie was measured, under-
stood his role (to defend both guard spots, to move the ball around, to not turn it over, probe, attack when given a clearish lane, and occasionally stick a jump shot), and did it well. Amongst those who played more 
than 1,000 minutes, Dinwiddie was first in offensive rating by a long way. Good performance. 
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SF/PF, 6’7, 240lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

No more skilled than ever, yet gritty, tenacious, athletic, defensively driven....everything a young team should aspire to be. Having played for five teams in five years, it is easy to forget he is still only 26 - that is to 
say, younger than Hamilton and Kilpatrick. Signed through next season for the minimum and well worth bringing back for that amount. He never seems to get credit for the fact that he can shoot now. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 219lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

His best year, but not a good one. The three-point efficiency is there, but everything else isn't, and what three-point shooting there is is mostly off the catch. He is not doing the best work to get open off of screens, 
nor shooting well when he does. Roster spots and money may be better spent elsewhere even with the need and want for shooters. 

SG, 6’5, 200lbs, 22 years old, 4 years of experience 

Still young, and although he had to fall out of the league first for it to happen (and despite the small sample size it is in, even across multiple teams), Goodwin had a decent bounce-back year, seemingly figuring out 
what he does best. His size, length and athleticism are still rare, and while the outside shot remains underdeveloped and the skillset not diversified, Goodwin could still yet be a slashing, defending (there is progress 
there) big guard of NBA rotation-calibre. 

SG, 6’4, 210lbs, 27 years old, 3 years of experience 

It might be very beneficial for Kilpatrick to be on a team with better offensive players. Then again, his lack of ball movement (and poor defensive effort) is partly why the Nets offence is where it is. His unafraid nature 
offensively is a virtue, but in being inefficient, undersized and already aged 27, he is not a noteworthy piece for the future. Keep him and let his deal guarantee, but if a second round pick should ever be hanging out 
there for him from somewhere - unlikely but possible - then take it. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 213lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Had some standout defensive moments on the perimeter and emerged on that end as the season went on, but also had a fair few mistakes that showed there was a lot of work to do in this area. Offensively pretty 
ineffectual, but it did not help being asked to carry and above-his-abilities share of the playmaking responsibilities given Lin's injury and the team's limitations. 
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PG/SG, 6’4, 213lbs, 33 years old, 11 years of experi-
Reduced at this point to being a floor spacer who does not shoot from outside well. Having Foye around as a relatively steady veteran presence on a team who ran very short of ball handlers at times was somewhat 
useful, yet Foye's individual impact is minimal if not negative at this point. He also turns it over far too often for a player with limited offensive responsibilities. 
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Building Block 

 D’Angelo Russell: Two years of rookie scale salary left. For his plentiful flaws, Russell rep-

resents the closest thing to a foundational piece going forward, and should be given every 

opportunity to succeed on the court. It is hereby noted that that’s what he received in two 

years in Los Angeles, and that it didn’t work there.  

 

Good Pieces 

 Rondae Hollis-Jefferson: Two years of rookie scale salary left, but on such a small salary 

that his 2017/18 cap number has to be adjusted upwards to the minimum, a la George Hill. 

Keep and develop as a power forward. 

 Spencer Dinwiddie: Two unguaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining. Keep. 

 Caris LeVert: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Very cheap - two cheap years 

in which to receive plenty of minutes, then make a decision on an extension.  

 

Trade Chips 

 Jeremy Lin: Has a $12 million salary for next season, then an option for 2018/19 at 

$12,516,746. Shouldn’t think he would exercise the option, thus essentially making this the 

final year. Trade him so as to get something for him. 

 Trevor Booker: One year remaining at $9,125,000. Trade him before the deadline so as to 

not have to buy him out and receive no return for a player who is worthy of one. 

 Sean Kilpatrick: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2017/18, final year. Guarantee date is 

before the moratorium, thus essentially functioning as an option. Keep, but upgrade. 

 Justin Hamilton: Second and final season at $3 million. Hamilton would have value on a 

more competitive team and his style of play is not readily available on the free agency mar-

ket, thus there is probably a second round pick floating out there for him somewhere. 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 K.J. McDaniels: Has had a team option for $3,746,873 declined, thus entering free 

agency. Money and the cap situation are not exactly a problem, yet McDaniels has not 

earned anything beyond the minimum, so he should probably have the Bird rights kept 

and hopefully be brought back on a smaller salary. 

 Archie Goodwin: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2017/18, final year. Guarantee 

date of October 31st. Keep until then and see if he earns the guarantee in training 

camp. 

 Quincy Acy: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2017/18, final year. Guarantee date of 

July 16th. Keep and guarantee. 

 Timofey Mozgov: Three years and $48 million remaining, the last year of which is a 

player option that he should be assumed to be exercising. It wasn’t too long ago that 

Mozgov was good. But whatever he offers on the court in the near future will have to 

be quite a lot to every make that contract good. The contract, and the decision to ab-

sorb it, was merely means to an end. 

 

Fringe 

 Andrew Nicholson: Three years and circa. $20 million remaining. It is a bad contract, 

but it will get better when it gets shorter, so keep for now. 

 Randy Foye: Expiring $2.5 million contract. Do not bring back. 

 Isaiah Whitehead: Three years at the minimum salary remaining, with next season 

guaranteed and with a team option for 2019/20. Keep for now and see what he earns.  

 Joe Harris: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2017/18, final year. Guarantee date is 

before the moratorium, thus essentially functioning as an option. Would waive and, if 

so desired, bring him back afterwards; he has not played well enough to be snapped 

up that quickly. 
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Talent level 
There exists within the team a lack of premium NBA talents. Russell is one, but he is the 

only one. There exist a couple of capable veteran players who could play on any team, 

and some youngsters of intrigue, yet there is a low talent level in comparison to the rest 

of the league, and no player on the roster with any overtly obvious potential to reach star 

or All-Star status. 
 

Lack of future assets (including as a free agency lure) 
Directly associated with the above, there has been a lack of premium draft assets, and 

there will continue to be so for at least two more summers. Furthermore, while there is 

plenty of cap room to work with (and big spending potential behind it), that does not auto-

matically translate into the ability to acquire free agents of quality, given the aforemen-

tioned question of overall talent level and the highly competitive free agency market in 

the short term. Strategic targeting of certain undervalued free agents - be they young 

and potential-laden or be they overlooked veterans who could be traded for picks down 

the road - will therefore be key to future asset accumulation. 
 

Turnovers and guard play 
Lin has been hugely important to the quality of the on-court product on account of his 

relative ball security and shot creation abilities. Most relevant to this, there were a lot of 

ball handling turnovers, for which the guards must take the burden of the responsibility. 

Notwithstanding what was a good season for him, Dinwiddie is not a full time half-court 

point guard at this time, and the ball handling options outside of these two (most obvi-

ously Foye and Whitehead) were not up to par. The off-guard and wing spots also suf-

fered from an offensive dearth after the midseason trade of Bogdanovic; Foye was ineffi-

cient on low usage, Kilpatrick was inefficient on high usage, Harris was injured and lim-

ited, and despite a strong end to the season and the solid potential he brings, LeVert’s 

total body of work was more sedentary. Russell was targeted (or at least reasoned) as a 

means of alleviating this; although he has not established himself as a primary ball han-

dler in the NBA, there is a chance that he could do down the road, and he will get that 

chance here. Nevertheless, even with him in tow, the lack of quality guard play remains a 

concern. 

Efficient volume shooting 

If a high pace and plenty of three-point shots is to be the style of play for the team going 

forward - which it surely will be - then personnel more fitting to that style of play will be 

required. Harris may be the best high efficiency, reasonable volume shooter, but his style 

of play is not one suited to much higher of a volume than he shoots, unless he improves 

his off-ball speed. He is also the only forward option with range with defending, unless 

Acy is to receive more minutes (which, after three years of being an efficient outside 

shooter, he probably should). Russell, again, might suit here, but a lot more is needed 

around him. 

 

No foundation nor a go-to player 

Russell is a good offensive talent, even if his discipline betrays him. He is something of a 

go-to player. But there exists no other, especially at the guard spots. Lin makes do as 

one but this is more due to circumstance than talent. With Lin aged 29 come the start of 

next season, and with Russell a question mark, neither is a “foundation” necessarily; . 

 

Pick-and-roll defence 

A weakness for the team all season. Attacking on that end with the enthusiasm at which 

they attack on offence is key, but personnel more suited to the task - especially amongst 

the forwards and bigs - is also imperative. Moving Hollis-Jefferson to the four spot should 

help, but Mozgov will never be good at this. 
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Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Points per game: 104.9 (16th) 
Opponents ppg: 104.7 (13th) 
Pace: 95.7 (19th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 108.8 (14th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.6 (14th) 

Average age: 26.1 (tied 15th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.4 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.1% (18th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.9% (25th) 

Head Coach: Steve Clifford 

Record: 36-46 

Offensive rebounding rate: .199% (27th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .796% (2nd) 

Total rebounding rate: .495% (21st)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .501% (23rd)   
Defensive eFG%: .523% (23rd) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 10.7% (1st) 

Defensive TO percentage: 12.1% (22nd)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .227 (7th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .164 (1st)  

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dwight Howard $23,180,275 $23,500,000 $23,819,725   $70,500,000 74 20.8 29.7 13.5 3.8 4.5 -0.5 2.8 2.3 .627 19.2 

Nic Batum $20,869,566 $22,434,783 $24,000,000 $25,565,217 $27,130,434 $120,000,000 79 15.8 34.0 15.1 1.7 2.8 0.6 0.6 1.2 .529 22.3 

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000  $52,000,000 81 14.2 29.0 9.2 2.7 3.1 -2.0 2.2 0.2 .528 14.6 

Marvin Williams $12,250,000 $13,168,750 $14,087,500 $15,006,250  $54,512,500 76 13.7 30.2 11.2 2.4 2.6 -0.3 0.5 0.2 .551 16.3 

Kemba Walker $12,000,000 $12,000,000 $12,000,000   $36,000,000 79 21.3 34.7 23.2 5.9 2.2 5.3 -1.7 3.6 .569 29.2 

Jeremy Lamb $6,511,628 $7,000,000 $7,488,372   $21,000,000 62 17.0 18.4 9.7 1.4 1.3 -0.8 -0.8 -1.7 .550 23.2 

Ramon Sessions $6,000,000 $6,270,000    $12,270,000 50 12.3 16.2 6.2 0.3 0.6 -2.4 -2.3 -4.8 .495 20.1 

Cody Zeller $5,318,313 $12,584,270 $13,528,090 $14,471,910 $15,415,730 $61,318,313 62 16.7 27.8 10.3 3.4 2.2 -0.2 2.3 2.1 .604 15.5 

Frank Kaminsky $2,730,000 $2,847,600 $3,627,842 $4,915,726  $9,205,442 75 13.1 26.1 11.7 0.4 1.9 -0.8 -0.7 -1.5 .502 21.8 

Chris Andersen * $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Brian Roberts $980,431     $980,431 41 9.8 10.1 3.5 0.0 0.3 -3.3 -2.6 -5.9 .510 17.9 

Christian Wood $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 13 15.1 8.2 2.7 0.1 0.1 -2.5 0.6 -2.0 .591 15.4 

Treveon Graham $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 27 10.6 7.0 2.1 0.3 0.2 -1.5 -1.3 -2.8 .612 11.8 

Aaron Harrison * $375,579     $375,579 5 -2.2 3.4 0.2 -0.1 0.0 -9.6 -2.1 -11.6 .102 12.9 

Johnny O’Bryant $161,483 $1,524,305    $1,685,788 4 15.5 8.5 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.1 -2.3 .567 25.0 

Briante Weber $128,623 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $1,600,005 13 12.6 12.2 3.8 0.1 0.2 -2.1 -0.2 -2.3 .483 16.1 

Mike Tobey * $75,000     $75,000 2 -0.1 12.5 1.0 0.0 0.0 -7.4 -1.5 -8.9 .250 9.0 

Ray McCallum * $63,440     $63,440 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Johnny O’Bryant * $57,672     $57,672 4 15.5 8.5 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.1 -2.3 .567 25.0 

Johnny O’Bryant * $57,672     $57,672 4 15.5 8.5 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.1 -2.3 .567 25.0 

Ray McCallum * $57,672     $57,672 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Briante Weber * $51,449     $51,449 13 12.6 12.2 3.8 0.1 0.2 -2.1 -0.2 -2.3 .483 16.1 

Briante Weber * $51,449     $51,449 13 12.6 12.2 3.8 0.1 0.2 -2.1 -0.2 -2.3 .483 16.1 

Mike Tobey * $35,166     $35,166 2 -0.1 12.5 1.0 0.0 0.0 -7.4 -1.5 -8.9 .250 9.0 

Mike Tobey * $31,969     $31,969 2 -0.1 12.5 1.0 0.0 0.0 -7.4 -1.5 -8.9 .250 9.0 

Total Salaries: $106,385,925 $117,113,701 $111,551,529 $68,043,377 $42,546,164 $445,640,696            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kemba Walker $12,000,000 $12,000,000 $12,000,000   $36,000,000 79 21.3 34.7 23.2 5.9 2.2 5.3 -1.7 3.6 .569 29.2 

Ramon Sessions $6,000,000 $6,270,000    $12,270,000 50 12.3 16.2 6.2 0.3 0.6 -2.4 -2.3 -4.8 .495 20.1 

Brian Roberts $980,431     $980,431 41 9.8 10.1 3.5 0.0 0.3 -3.3 -2.6 -5.9 .510 17.9 

Briante Weber $128,623 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $1,600,005 13 12.6 12.2 3.8 0.1 0.2 -2.1 -0.2 -2.3 .483 16.1 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nic Batum $20,869,566 $22,434,783 $24,000,000 $25,565,217 $27,130,434 $120,000,000 79 15.8 34.0 15.1 1.7 2.8 0.6 0.6 1.2 .529 22.3 

Jeremy Lamb $6,511,628 $7,000,000 $7,488,372   $21,000,000 62 17.0 18.4 9.7 1.4 1.3 -0.8 -0.8 -1.7 .550 23.2 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000  $52,000,000 81 14.2 29.0 9.2 2.7 3.1 -2.0 2.2 0.2 .528 14.6 

Treveon Graham $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 27 10.6 7.0 2.1 0.3 0.2 -1.5 -1.3 -2.8 .612 11.8 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Marvin Williams $12,250,000 $13,168,750 $14,087,500 $15,006,250  $54,512,500 76 13.7 30.2 11.2 2.4 2.6 -0.3 0.5 0.2 .551 16.3 

Christian Wood $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 13 15.1 8.2 2.7 0.1 0.1 -2.5 0.6 -2.0 .591 15.4 

Johnny O’Bryant $161,483 $1,524,305    $1,685,788 4 15.5 8.5 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.1 -2.3 .567 25.0 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dwight Howard $23,180,275 $23,500,000 $23,819,725   $70,500,000 74 20.8 29.7 13.5 3.8 4.5 -0.5 2.8 2.3 .627 19.2 

Cody Zeller $5,318,313 $12,584,270 $13,528,090 $14,471,910 $15,415,730 $61,318,313 62 16.7 27.8 10.3 3.4 2.2 -0.2 2.3 2.1 .604 15.5 

Frank Kaminsky $2,730,000 $2,847,600 $3,627,842 $4,915,726  $9,205,442 75 13.1 26.1 11.7 0.4 1.9 -0.8 -0.7 -1.5 .502 21.8 
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Contract notes: 
 
Cody Zeller: due to the fact he signed a rookie scale contract exten-
sion, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the extension 
starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the average 
of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well as 
all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would 
still be the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would 
be $5,318,313, whereas his incoming salary would be $12,263,663. 
 
Dwight Howard: Cannot be traded to Atlanta until after the moratori-
um, and cannot have his salary aggregated in trade until after August 
20th. 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,666,470 (expires July 12

th 
2017) 

 
Combined total: $108,052,395 

Proximity to cap: $5,234,605 over 

Proximity to tax: $8,922,916 under  

 

(NB: the 10-day contracts for Tobey and Weber count as $57,672 for tax 
calculations; the 11-day contract for Tobey counts as $63,440; the $128,623 
contract for Weber counts as $144,181; Graham’s $543,471 counts as 
$980,431; Harrison’s $375,579 counts as $409,474; Wood’s $874,636 
counts as $980,431) 

Contract notes: 
 
Treveon Graham: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th. Waived. 
Briante Weber: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Johnny O’Bryant: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until August 
1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Ramon Sessions: Has a $6,270,000 team option. Declined. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $106,535,403 
 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced, including Sessions. 
Malik Monk (#11 pick): $2,904,480 
Three roster charges of $815,615 each 
 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
Trade Exception: $1,666,470 (expires 12

th 
July 2017) 

Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $125,249,198 

Max cap room:  $0 

 

(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for. Excep-
tions not hereby renounced in the above hypothetical because 
there would be no cap room anyway.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Treveon Graham: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Briante Weber: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Johnny O’Bryant: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until August 
1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Ramon Sessions: Has a $6,270,000 team option. Exercised. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $117,113,701 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 

 
Christian Wood: $1,671,382 (QO; $1,471,382 if no QO extended) 
Brian Roberts: $1,471,382 
Malik Monk (#11 pick): $2,904,480 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,666,470 (expires July 12th 2017) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $136,523,415 

Proximity to cap: $37,523,415 over 

Proximity to tax: $1,727,528 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: Graham’s $1,312,611 salary counts as $1,471,382 for luxury tax 
purposes) 

HORNETS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

None. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 second round pick from Cleveland or Brooklyn; no protection. In separate deals, Cleve-
land traded a 2018 second round pick to Philadelphia, Brooklyn traded to Philadelphia the right 
to swap its pick with Cleveland’s, and then Brooklyn traded a 2018 second round pick to Char-
lotte. Charlotte will therefore receive the less favourable of its own and Cleveland’s, while Phila-
delphia receives the more favourable. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2018 second round pick to Memphis or Houston; no protection. In separate deals, Memphis 
acquired 2018 second round picks from Charlotte and Miami; in a third deal, they agreed to 
trade the least favourable of their three 2018 second round picks (including their own) to Hou-
ston. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Malik Monk (#11), Dwayne Bacon (#40) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Barring some massive trading, the team is definitely not going to have cap room.  

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a trade exception that can be used, for 
slightly more than the first, second, third, fourth and fifth year player minimum. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), potentially some expiring salary (depending on the status-
es of Kaminsky, Sessions, Weber, O’Bryant and Graham, all with unguaranteed portions and/
or team options), the combined $4,308,298 unguaranteed salaries of O’Bryant, Weber and 
Graham (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron in 2017/18, it will lose the Bi-
Annual Exception, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer 
mid-level exception of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team 
uses the tax payer MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade 
(although they can still send them). 

 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent 
players, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• If his team option is declined, Sessions can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a 
maximum value of up to 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $7,524,000) for up to four years. 
Roberts and Wood can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 
120% of the minimum for up to four years.  

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Wood’s free agency. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts, but no one is currently eligi-
ble, nor will there be cap space.  

• No one except Lamb (after November 2nd) is eligible for a veteran extension at this time. 
Walker will be after October 29th but his contract is too small for him to be a likely candidate 
for one. 
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C, 6’11, 265lbs, 31 years old, 13 years of experience 

SF/PF, 6’9, 237lbs, 31 years old, 12 years of experience 

Put up pretty much the exact same performance as the previous year - rebounding almost identical, three-point attempt rate almost identical, usage rate almost identical, average defensive impact much the same - 
but he had to ride a lot of inconsistency in order to do that. There was also a decline in his scoring efficiency, as the anomalous 40.2% three-point stroke of the year prior came back down (35.0%) and returned to 
pretty much his career average (35.0%). Williams has three years left on his contract at a price above that of an average starter, yet at this point, that it what he is, with age now against him. 

Not a bad rejuvenation season - scored more efficiently, kept opponents to a lower field goal percentage around the rim than previously, and with his rebounding rates going up to career highs. Still won’t take the full 
advantage of his physical prowess by playing enough pick-and-roll, slipping open for passes, hitting foul shots, etc, and not used much in the fourth quarter due to the last one in particular. It is all trending in the right 
direction, however, and if he can just be convinced to still not demand post touches for inefficient hook shots, that would be good. If unlikely. He will never fit into a five-out offence, but that does not mean he merits 
half-court touches isolating on the block, let alone the most post touches in the league (8.0). Howard on the Hawks was a weird marriage of player and team. Howard on the Hornets might be better.  

SF, 6’7, 232lbs, 23 years old, 5 years of experience 

The lack of shooting range, be it long range or mid-range, keeps the offensive contributions to a minimum. Transition, cuts and the occasional right baseline spot-up is a limited menu of options that relies on those 
handling the ball up top being able to actually find you, and the defence letting them do that. Perhaps a bump down to the power forward spot, more regularly where his spacing deficiency would be less obvious, his 
defence more pressurising and his ability to go coast-to-coast maximised, could be in order. Or perhaps swapping his and Lamb’s spot in the rotation. Either way, regardless of the skills progression offensively, the 
hustle, rebounding tenacity and ball pressure must sustain. This year, it dropped at times. 

SG/SF, 6’8, 200lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

A poor shooting season somewhat negated the otherwise strong overall contributions. A career worst 40.2% FG and a career second-worst .529% true shooting percentage was born out of a streakiness that affect-
ed the whole roster, and Batum especially. Still, on a team limited for playmakers and distributors, Batum’s unselfishness, ability to make incisive extra passes and plays out of the pick-and-roll provide vital contribu-
tions to an offensive team already overly reliant on Walker, and debilitatingly so without Batum. The two-man game with Zeller worked well, too, and was good for Zeller’s development. Batum’s contract is huge, 
especially for an increasingly ineffectual (and lazy) defensive player, and it prevents any trade value. But that is a problem for down the road. For now, he is needed. 

PG, 6’1, 172lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Has really grown into an offensive juggernaut at the NBA level, and now needs the team to grow offensively around him. Has all the pro moves, the dribbles, the steps and the touch, and has upped his skill level to 
that of NBA alpha dog to go with the mindset he has always had for it. Also draws a lot of charges now, it seems, his 26 ranking third in the league and first amongst guards, even Marcus Smart (24). 
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PF/C, 7’0, 240lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

Continued a career full off incremental improvements, and has become a very efficient offensive option whose transition game adds a dimension to a team that otherwise struggles in that area. Zeller’s rebounding 
rate took a big hit and is now distinctly sub-par, and his lack of rim protection contributed to a team-wide inability to stop opponents around the basket. Nonetheless, he has speed and athleticism, and uses it to hus-
tle around defensively while being a very effective role man offensively, scoring with great efficiency despite neither posting up nor spotting up. Signed for the next four years at an average of $14 million per, Zeller is 
a good new-era centre, and a starting calibre player even if Howard’s addition puts him to the bench. 

PF/C, 7’0, 242lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Had a couple of good stretches during the season, yet this season will go down in the record books as a sub-40% shooting season. Nevertheless, given that he will never be a rebounder or defender at this level with 
his lack of explosion, slow foot speed, short arms and lack of toughness, the shots are going to still need to go up. Walker is a pick-and-pop player, and Kaminsky should be one down the road, but the consistent 
range is still yet to develop (and perhaps will do with a healthy shoulder). As he plays more and more at the power forward spot, the question of whether he has the foot speed to keep up with the pace half of the 

PF, 6’11, 220lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Did well on assignment and in his few NBA minutes, but has already had his team option declined, which suggests a return is unlikely. Athletic, a rebounder and mild stretch threat who will vastly improve as an out-
side shooter once he exercises better discipline on when to shoot (and when he realises he is not as good at this aspect of the game as he likes to play as though he is), Wood has NBA bench talent and is still plen-
ty young enough to maybe do something with that, but must work harder defensively, especially on a Hornets team who still strive to be known for that. Perhaps he can be brought back on a two-way contract. 

SG, 6’5, 185lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

Lamb had a career year off the bench, and continued his pattern of incremental improvements year on year, recording his fifth consecutive increase in PER. His outside shot is yet to develop, yet Lamb has become 
an elite mid-range player (having previously not been one at all), able to create looks off the dribble with his athleticism, length and scoring instincts. He also gets to the rim better than perhaps any other player on 
the team except Walker. Tailed off a bit down the stretch of the season, but so did everyone. As solid as Belinelli was and as needed as shooting is, with the salary cap picture stretched, it may well be worth moving 
him for the same sort of value he was brought in for, if possible, and expanding Lamb’s role. He has earned it. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

A fairly poor season for Sessions, who got injured to end the season but who had not played well prior to that either. Sessions was ineffective on defence and no better of a shooter than the rest of his career. He 
drove with some reckless abandon on an otherwise cautious team and got to the line, but in doing so, he was not the stabilising force the second unit could have used. It was more of a case of wrong team wrong 
time than it was his own individual limitations - he is still an NBA calibre player - but Sessions looked out of sorts all season long. 
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PF, 6’9, 257lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

Barely played in the league last year despite multiple NBA contracts, and is fighting for his spot as an NBA player. Spent much of the season in the D-League trying to earn his way back, and did that, showing a rare 
combination of inside-outside skill in one so big and strong. It is however not the headiest of packages. O’Bryant takes plenty of tough shots, drops far too many passes, clanks lay-ups and, despite flashes defen-
sively over the years, does not protect the rim and does not always bring the energy. When he does, and plays roughly within his limits offensively, he is an NBA power forward. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 220lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Did not play 200 minutes in the big league, nor did he play for the Swarm at any point this year, so a projection is hard to ascertain from that performance alone. Still, collegiate Graham and Idaho Stampede sixth 
man Graham suggest a player with three-and-D potential at the NBA level who is not yet good enough at either aspect. The 60% three-point shooting on a 15 shot sample size is fun to overly analyse, though. 

PG, 6’2, 165lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Played little for multiple NBA teams, yet a typically disruptive spell in the D-League showed that he could be the change-of-pace pest of a third string point guard that should blend in well on a Hornets team looking 
for perimeter defence. The shot still needs development, yet 35.6% three-point shooting on three attempts per game with the Skyforce suggests progress, especially in terms of volume. 

PG, 6’1, 173lbs, 31 years old, 5 years of experience 

Reasonably solid defender and reasonably good shooter who unfortunately looked slowed this year after a good few seasons as a backup, and who lost his spot to Weber. Not the type to probe the defence, shift it 
around and exploit angles, Roberts needs to be able to score the ball to be effective, but struggled in this area this season, finishing very poorly inside of 16 feet, not able to get all the way to the rim in the half court, 
and not able to create his own outside looks save for some pull-up twos (at which, admittedly, he was good). 
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Building Blocks 

 Kemba Walker: Two years at $12 million each remaining. Keep, certainly. It is a shame 

however that the Plumlee-in deal followed by the Plumlee-out deal seem to have put the ky-

bosh on the outside chance of cap room next summer, for this could have been used to re-

negotiate and extend Walker, avoiding what could be a difficult open market for him. 

 

 

Good Pieces 

 Nic Batum: Hugely expensive four years and almost $100 million remaining. Not a $100 

million player, but moving him now would be a loss-making move, so keep indefinitely. 

 Michael Kidd-Gilchrist: Three years at $13 million each remaining, including a player op-

tion for 2019/20. Still requires some intense skills development, but worth keeping. 

 Cody Zeller: Begins four year, $56 million extension this summer. A somewhat limited play-

er who has done an excellent job of playing within what he does well, and who is worthy of 

that money based on current play. If he keeps improving, even better. But he will not pair 

well with Howard, will surely have to go to the bench, and thus is the most obvious casualty 

of the deal. 

 Jeremy Lamb: Two years and $14,488,372 remaining. Proving he is worthy of that and 

more, but that’s a problem for down the road. 

 Dwight Howard: Two years and $47,319,725 remaining. With the team capped out now 

and for the foreseeable future, this experiment simply has to work. 

 

 

Trade Chips 

 Marvin Williams: Three years and $42,262,500 remaining, including a player option for 

2019/20. Quite a lot of money for an inconsistent fringe starter on the wrong side of 30. A 

useful part of the team, but certainly not an invaluable one. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Frank Kaminsky: Two years of rookie scale remaining. Needs further development. 

Does not appear to carry much trade value until then. With Howard in toe, he’s going 

to need to play power forward going forward. He largely already did, but not very well. 

 

Fringe 

 Ramon Sessions: Has a $6.27 million team option. Decline. 

 Brian Roberts: Expiring minimum salary. Declined last year to the point of no longer 

being an NBA calibre back-up. While both shooters and a back-up point are needed, 

there will be better, more suited options on the market. 

 Christian Wood: Expiring minimum salary. Decision perhaps already made with the 

minimum salary team option already declined. No need, it seems, to give him any 

guaranteed dollars. 

 Treveon Graham: Unguaranteed minimum salary, guaranteeing January 10th, final 

year. Low priority, but also almost as low of cost as there can be. Keep until camp 

and see if he wins the spot. 

 Johnny O’Bryant: Unguaranteed minimum salary, guaranteeing August 1st, final 

year. Evaluate over the summer. 

 Briante Weber: Unguaranteed minimum salary, guaranteeing August 1st, final year. 

Probably earned the third string spot last year, but summer moves may push him out. 
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Multi-positional shooting 
Walker is a great shooter. Roberts is pretty good. But everyone else is average at best, 
and mostly poor. Up front, Howard, Zeller and Kidd-Gilchrist are non-factors from out-
side, Kaminsky is still struggling despite it supposedly being the thing that made him a 
prospect, Batum has had three mediocre shooting years in a row, Williams’s sole 40%+ 
three-point shooting season was an outlier, and Lamb has always been more intent than 
results. With Roberts headed for unrestricted free agency and with Lamb’s three-point 
shot trending the wrong way, Walker needs some shooting help; he, Williams and Batum 
would surely all see an efficiency spike with more help around them. The threes are a big 
part of the offence, but the mediocre efficiency betrays that. 
 

Scoring efficiency 
Related to the above, a team eFG of .501% is quite low. A threes-and-frees-centric ap-
proach is the way to go, and having the league’s best free throw percentage is a good 
start, but more offensive talent is needed. 
 

Offensive balance 
Related to the above. Having six players score in double figures is a good balance in a 
way, but having Walker as by far and away the best offensive focal point is something of 
an imbalance. 
 

Disappearing defence during the year 
Regardless of all of the above, this is a team built to defend which stopped doing so. The 
defence faded as the year went on, not initially able to protect the basket, then over-
helping to compensate and giving up the perimeter. The identity and the roster are built 
for defence, but it wasn’t there.  
 

Three-point defence in particular 
25th in the league. Had been 14th the year prior with much the same personnel. 
 

Rim protection 

As above. Howard could in theory become this player - considering his cost, he will pretty 
much have to be - yet this area of his game is not what it was in his prime and surely never 
will be again. 
\ 

Guard depth 
The backup point guard spot, helmed by Roberts and Sessions, was a weak point in the rota-
tion all season. Not helped by injury, certainly, but having never been a shooter or a defender 
in his career - two things the team needed, as above - Sessions was never a likely candidate 
to succeed on a team that needed Kemba-lite to spell Kemba. Sessions has a team option for 
2017-18, but although declining it opens up no cap space, it is probably worth declining simply 
for the money saved. 
 

Salary picture 
All this costs a lot of money. Whatever salary flexibility was remaining was spent up with the 
Howard deal, which now sees $146 million committed to three front court players alone. The 
team has the second most committed salary in the league behind only the Blazers, and has 
not demonstrated the ability or willingness to pay significant tax bills prior. Flexibility must 
therefore be found. 
 

Late game execution 
This could have been a playoff season had the team not routinely blown close games. The 
offensive predictability and its limitations are partly why this was the case, but not exclusively. 
If anything, it was the late game defence that was more costly.  
 

Lack of assets - headed to an Indiana-like quandary 
The need to make improvements in all the aforementioned areas is clouded by the lack of as-
sets available to do so. Picking only in the late lottery with no owned picks of other teams, and 
capped out, the avenues to future quality talent acquisition are not immediately obvious. 
 

Little youth and internal growth 
Similar to the above, there are few if any candidates on the roster who have the potential to 
grow into top quality NBA players in the future. Player development has been pretty good over 
recent seasons, but no one has been brought in with high enough of a ceiling. 

 

Howard’s fit 
It is not entirely true that he is a bad fit - he needn’t be - and it factors into the narrative that 

Horford was a perfect one (and that the margins are small). Nevertheless, Howard’s lack of 

perimeter ability on both ends necessitates a departure from the pace and space. The ball 
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Points per game: 102.9 (23rd) 
Opponents ppg: 102.4 (6th) 
Pace: 95.3 (20th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 107.4 (20th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.0 (6th) 

Average age: 26.1 (tied 15th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.9 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.0% (24th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.4% (6th) 

Head Coach: Fred Hoiberg 

Record: 41-41 (eighth seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .270% (4th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .769% (12th) 

Total rebounding rate: .517% (4th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .487% (30th)   
Defensive eFG%: .507% (10th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.2% (10th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 12.4% (20th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .206 (19th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .169 (2nd)  

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dwyane Wade $23,200,000 $23,800,000    $47,000,000 60 18.5 29.9 18.3 0.9 2.5 0.4 0.6 1.0 .508 29.6 

Rajon Rondo $14,000,000 $13,397,000    $27,397,000 69 13.6 26.7 7.8 -0.3 2.7 -1.3 1.6 0.3 .461 17.8 

Robin Lopez $13,219,250 $13,788,500 $14,357,750   $41,365,500 81 14.4 28.0 10.4 1.8 2.4 -1.9 1.0 -0.9 .511 17.5 

Nikola Mirotic $5,782,450 $7,228,063    $5,782,450 70 14.5 24.0 10.6 1.3 2.5 0.0 0.5 0.4 .546 19.8 

Kris Dunn $3,872,520 $4,046,760 $4,221,000 $5,348,007 $7,091,457 $17,488,287 78 8.1 17.1 3.8 -1.2 1.3 -3.7 1.5 -2.2 .432 14.2 

Anthony Morrow $3,488,000     $3,488,000 9 16.0 9.7 4.6 0.3 0.0 2.0 -4.4 -2.4 .606 17.0 

Michael Carter-Williams $3,183,526 $4,187,598    $3,183,526 45 9.9 18.8 6.6 -1.0 1.3 -4.1 1.7 -2.4 .437 20.9 

Zach LaVine $2,240,880 $3,202,218 $4,428,667   $5,443,098 47 14.6 37.2 18.9 2.5 0.4 2.1 -2.4 -0.3 .576 21.7 

Cameron Payne $2,112,480 $2,203,440 $3,263,294 $4,539,242  $7,579,214 11 4.0 12.9 4.9 -0.4 0.1 -5.0 -2.5 -7.5 .417 23.9 

Denzel Valentine $2,092,200 $2,186,400 $2,280,600 $3,377,569 $4,698,198 $9,936,769 57 7.3 17.1 5.1 -0.5 1.1 -2.4 -0.4 -2.8 .492 15.4 

Joffrey Lauvergne $1,709,719 $2,137,149    $1,709,719 20 11.6 12.1 4.5 -0.2 0.3 -3.5 -0.6 -4.1 .451 20.8 

Jerian Grant $1,643,040 $1,713,840 $2,639,314 $3,763,662  $5,996,194 63 13.1 16.3 5.9 1.3 1.2 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 .555 16.0 

Bobby Portis $1,453,680 $1,516,320 $2,494,346 $3,611,814  $5,464,346 64 14.9 15.6 6.8 1.1 1.2 -1.6 -1.5 -3.1 .545 19.1 

Isaiah Canaan $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 39 8.1 15.2 4.6 0.0 0.5 -2.2 -1.2 -3.4 .483 15.3 

Cristiano Felicio $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 66 15.2 15.8 4.8 2.1 1.3 -0.6 0.5 -0.1 .601 12.4 

Paul Zipser $750,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,284,297 44 6.9 19.2 5.5 -0.3 0.8 -3.6 -0.1 -3.7 .503 14.4 

R.J. Hunter * $425,000     $425,000 3 -3.2 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -9.4 -2.1 -11.4 .000 4.8 

Thomas Walkup * $69,500     $69,500 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $81,132,577 $68,744,319 $30,801,255 $10,402,311 $0 $191,080,462            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rajon Rondo $14,000,000 $13,397,000    $27,397,000 69 13.6 26.7 7.8 -0.3 2.7 -1.3 1.6 0.3 .461 17.8 

Jerian Grant $1,643,040 $1,713,840 $2,639,314 $3,763,662  $5,996,194 63 13.1 16.3 5.9 1.3 1.2 0.0 -0.3 -0.3 .555 16.0 

Kris Dunn $3,872,520 $4,046,760 $4,221,000 $5,348,007 $7,091,457 $17,488,287 78 8.1 17.1 3.8 -1.2 1.3 -3.7 1.5 -2.2 .432 14.2 

Cameron Payne $2,112,480 $2,203,440 $3,263,294 $4,539,242  $7,579,214 11 4.0 12.9 4.9 -0.4 0.1 -5.0 -2.5 -7.5 .417 23.9 

Michael Carter-Williams $3,183,526 $4,187,598    $3,183,526 45 9.9 18.8 6.6 -1.0 1.3 -4.1 1.7 -2.4 .437 20.9 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dwyane Wade $23,200,000 $23,800,000    $47,000,000 60 18.5 29.9 18.3 0.9 2.5 0.4 0.6 1.0 .508 29.6 

Zach LaVine $2,240,880 $3,202,218 $4,428,667   $5,443,098 47 14.6 37.2 18.9 2.5 0.4 2.1 -2.4 -0.3 .576 21.7 

Anthony Morrow $3,488,000     $3,488,000 9 16.0 9.7 4.6 0.3 0.0 2.0 -4.4 -2.4 .606 17.0 

Isaiah Canaan $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 39 8.1 15.2 4.6 0.0 0.5 -2.2 -1.2 -3.4 .483 15.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Denzel Valentine $2,092,200 $2,186,400 $2,280,600 $3,377,569 $4,698,198 $9,936,769 57 7.3 17.1 5.1 -0.5 1.1 -2.4 -0.4 -2.8 .492 15.4 

Paul Zipser $750,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,284,297 44 6.9 19.2 5.5 -0.3 0.8 -3.6 -0.1 -3.7 .503 14.4 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nikola Mirotic $5,782,450 $7,228,063    $5,782,450 70 14.5 24.0 10.6 1.3 2.5 0.0 0.5 0.4 .546 19.8 

Bobby Portis $1,453,680 $1,516,320 $2,494,346 $3,611,814  $5,464,346 64 14.9 15.6 6.8 1.1 1.2 -1.6 -1.5 -3.1 .545 19.1 

Joffrey Lauvergne $1,709,719 $2,137,149    $1,709,719 20 11.6 12.1 4.5 -0.2 0.3 -3.5 -0.6 -4.1 .451 20.8 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Robin Lopez $13,219,250 $13,788,500 $14,357,750   $41,365,500 81 14.4 28.0 10.4 1.8 2.4 -1.9 1.0 -0.9 .511 17.5 

Cristiano Felicio $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 66 15.2 15.8 4.8 2.1 1.3 -0.6 0.5 -0.1 .601 12.4 
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Contract notes: 
 
Robin Lopez: Cannot be traded to New York until after the moratori-
um. 
 
Jerian Grant: Cannot be traded to New York until after the moratori-
um. 
 
Cameron Payne: Cannot be traded to Oklahoma City until after the 
moratorium. 
 
Zach LaVine and Kris Dunn: Cannot be traded to Minnesota until 
after the moratorium, and cannot have their salaries aggregated in 
trade until after August 23rd. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,589,480 (expires February 23

rd
 2018) 

Trade Exception: $15,311,329 (expires August 23
rd

 2018) 
 

 

Combined total: $98,033,386 

Proximity to cap: $3,890,386 over 

Proximity to tax: $20,609,819 under  
 
(NB: Felicio’s $874,636 counts as $980,431 for tax calculations) 

Contract notes: 
 
Rajon Rondo: Only $3 million of $13,397,000 guaranteed until 
30th June, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched 
(thus counts as $1,000,000 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Isaiah Canaan: Only $200,000 of $1,577,230 guaranteed until 
30th June, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched 
(thus counts as $66,667 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $56,836,756 
 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced. 
Lauri Markkanen (#7 pick): $3,821,640 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All trade exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 
 

Combined total: $66,617,626 

Max cap room:  $36,710,374 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Rajon Rondo: Only $3 million of $13,397,000 guaranteed until 
30th June, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Isaiah Canaan: Only $200,000 of $1,577,230 guaranteed until 
30th June, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $68,744,319 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Nikola Mirotic: $10,986,655 
Michael Carter-Williams: $7,958,815 
Anthony Morrow: $6,627,200 
Joffrey Lauvergne: $3,248,466 
Cristiano Felicio: $1,671,382 (QO; $1,471,382 if no QO offered) 
Lauri Markkanen (#7 pick): $3,821,640 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,589,480 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $15,311,329 (expires August 23

rd
 2018) 

Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $131,655,286 

Proximity to cap: $32,655,286 over 

Proximity to tax: $50,255,681 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Albert Miralles - 39th pick, 2004 

35 years old with no NBA calibre skills any more. 
 
Milovan Rakovic - 60th pick, 2007 

Did not play last season, and did not do well in the one before. In the decline of his career. Nev-
er had NBA athleticism or NBA centre size and definitely not coming over now. 

 
Tadija Dragicevic - 53rd pick, 2008 

Into his 30s and on the decline. Skilled offensively, in the post and off the dribble, but slow, and 
would be possibly the worst defender in the NBA if he came over, and not high enough volume 
nor efficiency of an outside shooter to merit it. Not coming over. 

 
Ater Majok - 58th pick, 2011 

Has had a journeyman pro career which has not seen much development; can rebound and 
defend the post/basket at lower levels, but post bound, not quick, and not skilled offensively. 
Never was NBA calibre, and still isn’t.  

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
None. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Oklahoma City; no protection. 
2019 second round pick to L.A. Lakers; no protection. 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Lauri Markkanen (#7) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Likely to have cap room. Up to $36,710,374, potentially, although this will mean losing all 

the free agents, all the exceptions and all the King’s Men. 

• A buyout for Dwyane Wade may increase that amount. 

 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be two trade exceptions that can be used. 
They can each be split in multiple directions but they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $27,002,218 combined expiring salaries of Wade and 
LaVine (possibly more depending on the statuses of Rondo, Payne, Valentine, Dunn, Grant, 
Portis, Canaan and Zipser, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the combined 
$15,574,230 unguaranteed salaries of Rondo and Canaan ($3 million guaranteed for Ron-
do, $200,000 guaranteed for Canaan; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the 
ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• Mirotic, Carter-Williams, Morrow and Lauvergne can be signed and traded to a contract start-
ing at up to the maximum salary for up to five years. Felicio can be signed and traded to a 
contract starting at up to 104.5% of the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. NB: 
BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at 
or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Felicio’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts, but no one is currently eligi-
ble.  

• No one is eligible for an extension at this time except Lopez (after July 9th). LaVine will be 
eligible for a rookie extension. 
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C, 7’0, 255lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Yet another remarkably solid season from a man who always has solid seasons. He may not have much explosion around the basket or be the most efficient finisher, yet his ability to make hook shots and flat-footed 
jump-shots from the mid-range areas gave the team an interior option that at least created a target to throw to, as well as an offensive rebounding presence and effective defender around the basket. Lopez is a pure 
centre who does not leave the paint on either end other than to screen, due to a lack of mobility which limits him, but he plays within those limitations and is effective when he does so. There is still a role for tradition-
al centres if they are good, and Lopez is good. 

PF, 6’10, 220lbs, 26 years old, 3 years of experience 

At times highly valuable, at times wholly unreliable. Mirotic for some reason cannot shoot from the right side of the court, and was an inefficient three-point shooter overall at 33.9% despite shooting more than 5.4 
outside attempts per game. He has eschewed driving the ball and posting in lieu of casting up three-pointers and throwing fakes, which invariably result in a three-pointer anyway. It is fair to say that Mirotic’s main 
value going forward will be as a shooter, yet in pressing so hard to be one, he actually undermined this ability and was barely a net positive for the team. Nevertheless, he defends perimeter action better than most 
other stretch four options and is a willing helper, all in all carrying an excellent skill set for a modern era power forward. He just now needs to get good at the one thing he most wants to be. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 212lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Valentine had a forgettable rookie year in which he played largely minor minutes with the occasional rotational turn. As of right now, the three-point line looks too far away, and the speed of the game too quick for 
him. The former of those is learnable with reps, and Valentine’s college career was build on a headiness that should translate in time. Yet in being a complete non-factor at the basket, and in not having the lateral 
speed to be especially projectable defensively, the shot will have to come around quickly for Valentine to win a rotation spot. 

SG, 6’4, 220lbs, 35 years old, 14 years of experience 

The decline is evident, and none of what Wade brings is in keeping with what the team both needs and claims to want (youth, athleticism, spacing). Nevertheless, even as the explosion wanes, Wade is still the clear-
cut second best talent on the team, and plays suitably to his declining talents. Whether he exercises his option  or not is still unclear - if he does, a full scale rebuild will be off the table for another year. But since a full 
scale rebuild will inevitably mean the impending loss of Butler anyway, this need not be such a bad thing. Wade can still contribute, and the fact that he is now old by NBA standards does not mean those contribu-
tions are for nought. So now it is time to make friends with Rondo. 

PG, 6’1, 186lbs, 31 years old, 11 years of experience 

A typically up-and-down season from one so enigmatic and hard to gauge. Rondo had big playoff moments a few weeks after it looked as though he would never play for the team again, and when injury ended his 
season, it also ended Chicago’s. This speaks partly to the lack of guard and ball handling options than he, but also to how, despite it all, Rondo can still play. He is completely unguarded, of course, and remains a 
terrible finisher at the rim. But he stuck enough jump shots to matter, proved he can playing some exacting pressure defence when driven to (however rarely that is), and found shooters on kick-outs and big men on 
rolls to the rim in a way no other guard could. It was all very sporadic and volatile. But it was at least there. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 275lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Given significant rotation minutes for the first time, Felicio was effective as an offensive rebounder and put-back artist, whose lack of lateral mobility, reach and skill limit his potential. Nevertheless, Felicio will screen 
and roll, cut, exert great energy in all assets and be aggressive in whatever he does. Felicio can get up pretty well for a big man, and although there is no jump shot nor ball skills away from the hoop, he like Lopez 
ahead of him plays within what he does well, and was an important part of a good overall Bulls defensive unit with his possession winning and his energy. 

PF/C, 6’11, 230lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

It has been an up and down NBA career for Portis thus far, but one which is trending upwards as he has started to find his role offensively. Portis is growing as a shooter and is a capable interior finisher, running the 
court well, showing decent handles and playing with some energy on that end. Conversely, his defensive awareness is consistently poor, routinely getting lost off the ball, and his offensive decision making must grow 
in conjunction  with his skills on that end, with some better discipline on when to shoot. His long term projectability is tough to gauge, but he is worth playing going forwards. No more long bench stretches. 

SF, 6’8, 215lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

A decent end to the season after being a non-factor to begin with, Zipser had some success spotting up from the corners and driving on slower power forwards, while defending slower forwards and bigs such as 
himself pretty effectively for a rookie. He has some athleticism with a running start, too, although laterally he is exposable on the perimeter. Zipser is signed long term and played his way into the rotation towards the 
end of the season; then again, with the rotation having been as variable as it has over the last two seasons, maybe Valentine or Lauvergne will soon take him out of it again. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 189lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Finally being moved off the ball in the half-court offence - a move to correct something that should never happened - has seen LaVine more than halve his turnover rate. It has also reduced his assist rate and re-
bounding rate, casting him in the role of scorer. And before getting hurt, LaVine made good strides at proving he was one. Although his free throw rate has declined year on year, the three-point rate has gone up, as 
does the efficiency. LaVine is doing this while creating many of those looks and shooting off the dribble. But he also does it alongside little defence, and while not using his athleticism to slash to the rim much except 
in transition. For all the important scoring developments, there is a lot of work to do. And this, combined with the injury, ought to mean that LaVine goes unextended. In Chicago, LaVine should be the offensive focal 
point, or will be when the Wade situation is resolved. He will have plenty of opportunity to prove himself. But he still has a fair amount to prove, especially his health. 

PG, 6’4, 195lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Sometimes capable of being an admirable fill-in, yet often guilty of trying to do too much, Grant was the second best point guard option on the team, but one with his own distinct shortcomings. A willing driver, the 
upside of Grant’s aggressiveness going towards the basket was in some points at the rim that no other point guard option could be relied upon, while the downside was some wild drives, too many pull-ups and some 
turnovers. Grant spots up from outside fairly well and, with his size and athleticism, could be a shooting, driving, defending, secondary ball handler type if he can cut down on the mistakes, play in transition, stop 
trying to post up and continues to grow defensively, where he shows promising signs. 
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PF/C, 6’11, 220lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Brought over with an eye to being a bench scorer up front, but his shot making abilities fall short of his shot making intent at this point. Tries to go to the glass, tries to take charges, and is a heady player with decent 
IQ who both cuts and finds cutters, yet his overall defensive profile is suitably below par that his offensive game will need to be what gets him into NBA rotations. And to do that, he is simply going to have to be a 
better finisher, both at the rim on pick-and-roll plays and from outside on pick-and-pop plays. This means more strength, poise and touch. Best case scenario, he could become something akin to Anthony Tolliver, 
but as of right now, he is the backup to - and inferior clone of - Bobby Portis, who neither shoots nor boards as well as he. 

SG, 6’5, 210lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

Shot well in his few minutes with the ball, because aside from the anomalous four months to begin the season with Oklahoma City, he always catches and shoots well. But he contributes essentially nothing other 
than this, especially defensively, where he is a player opposing offences target. There should always be a need for spacers, but Chicago needed spacers about as much as anyone, and it still could not find minutes 
for Morrow. Nor could the Thunder, the league’s worst shooting team. That is indicative of Morrow’s marginal role. 

PG/SG, 6’0, 201lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

Brought in to be a bench shooter on a team that knew it would shoot poorly, Canaan himself then shot very poorly, while not proving to be a reliable ball handler or an especially impactful defender. Unable to make 
plays out of the pick-and-roll, Canaan is thus a spot-up shooter on offence and a somewhat enthused yet undersized defender of point guards on defence. And Pat Beverley, he is not. There may be a role if the shot 
comes back, but even with a return to his career three-point shooting mark of 36%, he is a marginal NBA talent. 

PG, 6’3, 185lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

His few minutes with the Bulls did not go well, shooting with almost every touch despite not being a shooter, and pressing too hard to impress resulting only in poor decisions and forced possessions. The point guard 
spot for the Bulls is as winnable as anyone in the league, and with young, size and energy on his side, Payne has some potential. The current baseline based on his performance thus far however is extremely low, 
and his skills and poise need much work. 

PG, 6’6, 190lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

Four straight years of decline and with no evidence of developing any of the weaknesses he arrived into the league with, the one time Rookie of the Year now has no NBA role. His main asset on defence is size, yet 
this is not manifest into any significant ball pressure, lateral quickness or results, while on offence, he looks entirely stuck for what to do. Neither a reliable pick-and-roll player nor in any area a scorer, Carter-Williams 
is unreliable with the ball in his hands and not effective at all without it. Being taken in and out of the line-up cannot have helped, yet he needs to rebuild his career, for right now he is a reckless driver who struggles 
to both finish and kick out. 
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PG, 6’4, 205lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

It was frankly a very poor rookie campaign for Dunn, in which he showed a lot of tools, but not much idea of what to do with them. Big, long and quick, with good handles, some flair and a committed defensive effort, 
Dunn had his moments on that end, and occasionally looked capable on offence when playing alongside Rubio. Yet when he was playing as the lead guard on offence, Dunn all too often looked lost. He did not have 
any go-to shot, shooting particularly poorly from outside, nor did he consistently get his team into sets. Dunn struggled with tempo, timing, poise and nous. Chicago thus have a player very much worth developing, 
but who needs a lot of it if he is to be more than a Marcus Smart-type. 
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Building Blocks 

 Zach LaVine: One years of rookie scale salary remaining. Going to get the opportunity very 
soon to be a go-guy in what should be a system that befits his talents and gives him plenty of 
freedom. He will be given a lot. He will have to earn the right to keep it. 

 

Good Pieces 
 Dwyane Wade: Has exercised his option. He will be a good and respected if declining and oft

-injured player to keep the team in very late playoff contention, for the amount of time it takes 
to resolve his situation. Which could be so quick that it will have happened even by the time 
you read this. 

 Robin Lopez: Two years and circa. $28 million remaining. A good player for a good price 
who might be worthy of a first round in six months to a year’s time, albeit with no replacement 
for him immediately obvious. 

 

Decent Pieces 
 Bobby Portis: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Poor defensively and prone to 

moments of inattentiveness, but a decent rebounder and capable scorer with stretch potential 
he should be given the opportunity to realise. 

 Jerian Grant: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. A good role playing guard, project-
ing as a good backup with occasional starting duties. One of the better young pieces, which is 
of course a very relative statement. 

 Kris Dunn: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Year one was poor. Must do better. 
 

Trade Chips 
 Rajon Rondo: Unguaranteed for $13,397,000 in 2017/18, with a pre-moratorium guarantee 

date. Now that Wade has opted  in, cap space possibilities are negated anyway and Rondo 
may as well be kept, although ideally dealt as an asset. If Wade is bought out, however, the 
already ill-fitting Rondo ought to be waived and his small guaranteed portion stretched. 

 

Uncertain 
 Cristiano Felicio: Entering restricted free agency with a tiny $1,671,382 qualifying offer. 

Lacking length, mobility and ball skill, Felicio will be a career role player, but a capable one 
worth a pay rise. 

 

 

 Nikola Mirotic: Entering restricted free agency with a $7,228,063 qualifying offer. The 
qualifying offer amount is about right for a player who has shown signs, but little con-
sistency, and whose main asset is unabashed three-point shooting that he just is not 
especially good at. A bigger offer sheet may be coming, however, 

 Denzel Valentine: Three rookie scale seasons remaining. Year one was poor. Needs 
much more production. 

 Cameron Payne: Two rookie scale seasons remaining. Year one was mediocre. Year 
two was simply poor. Needs much more production, but Dunn just took his spot. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 
 Paul Zipser: Three minimum salary seasons remaining, the most immediate of which 

is guaranteed. His ability to keep up with the pace of the NBA game is a legitimate 
question, but there is no reason to cut ties for now. 

 Joffrey Lauvergne: Expiring $1,709,719 contract with a $2,137,149 qualifying offer. 
Has not improved much in his three NBA seasons, especially defensively, but his 
somewhat wild offensive game has some potential that might be worth exploring for 
that qualifying offer amount or slightly above. Markkanen probably just took his spot, 
though. 

 

Fringe 
 Anthony Morrow: Expiring $3,488,000 contract. His shooting could in theory have 

had some value in the Bulls’ late regular season and playoff runs, but if he was 
deemed surplus to requirements then, surely he will be now. Should he return, he is a 
minimum salary player at this point. 

 Michael Carter-Williams: Expiring rookie scale player. Not shown any reason to bring 
him back. 

 Isaiah Canaan: One year at the minimum salary remaining, with only a $200,000 
guarantee and a pre-moratorium guarantee date. The team needs shooters, but Ca-
naan has not exactly proved he is one, and a couple of reasonably average perfor-
mances as a playoff fill-in are not enough to overlook a poor season of being a small 
shooter who doesn’t shoot well. 
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Discord 

Once again, there were rumours of infighting within the team, before a late crescendo 
rescued what looked to be another season of limping to the barn. It must be addressed 
as to why this keeps happening. Perhaps separating Hoiberg and Butler will alleviate 
this, with divorces from Wade and Rondo also possibly coming soon. But it might not be 
as simply fixed as that. 

 

Coaching 

Hoiberg has yet to impart an identity on this team in two years, nor address the discord, 
nor find a rotation. It is all somewhat makeshift, chopping-and-changing. 

 

Pace and space 

The Bulls have said they want to pick up the pace of their team and improve the spacing, 
things Hoiberg was thought to bring with him from Iowa State. The playing personnel, 
however, mostly do not match this mindset, and some rejigging is needed, along with 
increasing the talent level. If this is to be the intended identity of the team, it is a long way 
short of being so. The move to bring in Dunn, Markkanen and (particularly) LaVine is a 
starting point in this direction, yet players of this ilk must also be targeted with both quali-
ty and value in mind. 

 

Quality of youth 

Admittedly with much of it entering free agency, there is a decent amount of youth and 
young players on the roster. But how much of it projects to ever be of starting calibre on 
a team in contention? LaVine, maybe? 

 

. 

Point guard spot 
At one of the league’s deepest positions, the Bulls are very shallow. Five partial op-
tions do not make two whole ones. Grant projects as a solid reserve option, but at 
the Toney Douglas/Norris Cole level rather than Cory Joseph. Projections for Payne 
as starter for the future look wildly optimistic, while Rondo acts as a placeholder with 
nothing to transition to. Dunn may be the future given his lofty draft billing and the big 
pile of tools he showed in the process, but it cannot be ignored how poor that rookie 
season of his was. 

 

Athleticism 
The Bulls do not have an especially athletic line-up as things stand, especially up 
front. This in turn affects their pace, defence and offensive efficiency. Again, the 
trade of Butler is a step-up here, assuming LaVine’s knee is healed. But athleticism 
is needed up front 

 

Rarely getting value 
Directly related to the above. Dating back to Ben Gordon, further including Omer 
Asik and Luol Deng, and now including both Joakim Noah and Taj Gibson, the team 
has often not received value for the departure of important or once-important players. 
Including Butler. 

 

Identity; Forwards, backwards, or sideways? 
There was value in sneaking into the playoffs and taking a couple of games from the 
number one seed, yet without large amounts of internal growth potential outside of 
Butler, the team was taking no noticeable steps forward on the court. It was fine to 
build something around Butler without needing a rebuild. But acquiring Rondo and 
Wade was not that. With him now gone, so ought they be, with the direction not 
much clearer. To have signed Wade is to have made a significant free agency splash 
for the first time in recent memory, but what now? 
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Offensive rebounding rate: .220% (20th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .758% (23rd) 

Total rebounding rate: .497% (19th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .547% (2nd)   
Defensive eFG%: .516% (18th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.6% (14th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 11.4% (29th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .206 (20th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .174 (3rd)  

Record: 51-31 (second seed) 

Points per game: 110.3 (4th) 
Opponents ppg: 107.2 (20th) 
Pace: 96.2 (15th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 113.6 (3rd)  
Defensive Rating: 110.3 (21st) 

Average age: 29.9 (tied 1st oldest) 
Average experience: 9.6 years 

Three-point shooting: 38.4% (2nd) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.1% (18th) 

Head Coach: Tyronn Lue 
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

LeBron James $30,963,450 $33,285,709 $35,607,968   $99,857,127 74 27.0 37.8 26.4 9.8 3.0 6.8 1.6 8.4 .619 30.0 

Kevin Love $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025 $25,595,700  $93,522,750 60 21.1 31.4 19.0 4.0 2.4 1.7 -0.9 0.8 .573 26.4 

Kyrie Irving $17,638,063 $18,868,626 $20,099,189 $21,329,752  $77,935,630 72 23.0 35.1 25.2 7.4 1.5 4.8 -2.3 2.5 .580 30.8 

Tristan Thompson $15,330,435 $16,400,000 $17,469,565 $18,539,130  $67,339,130 78 15.3 29.9 8.1 5.0 2.3 0.0 1.5 1.5 .594 11.3 

J.R. Smith $12,800,000 $13,760,000 $14,720,000 $15,680,000  $56,960,000 41 8.1 29.0 8.6 0.1 0.8 -0.5 -0.7 -1.3 .484 14.6 

Iman Shumpert $9,662,922 $10,337,079 $11,011,234   $31,011,235 76 9.0 25.5 7.5 0.7 1.4 -1.3 0.0 -1.3 .536 13.9 

Channing Frye $7,806,971 $7,420,912    $15,227,883 74 15.6 18.9 9.1 2.3 1.4 0.8 -1.5 -0.6 .612 19.3 

Kyle Korver $5,239,437     $5,239,437 35 13.5 24.5 10.7 1.6 0.4 2.2 -2.2 0.0 .677 15.8 

Richard Jefferson $2,500,000 $2,500,000 $2,612,500   $7,612,500 79 8.2 20.4 5.7 1.3 0.8 -1.3 -1.0 -2.4 .574 12.2 

James Jones $980,431     $980,431 48 11.3 7.9 2.8 0.6 0.2 0.0 -1.5 -1.5 .655 13.0 

Jordan McRae * $874,636     $874,636 37 9.7 10.4 4.4 -0.1 0.2 -3.7 -2.8 -6.5 .488 20.8 

Kay Felder $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 42 11.2 9.2 4.0 -0.3 0.4 -4.9 -1.2 -6.1 .462 24.3 

Deron Williams $259,526     $259,526 24 11.4 20.3 7.5 0.4 0.2 -1.9 -2.6 -4.5 .566 18.1 

Andrew Bogut * $242,224     $242,224 1 -35.3 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -5.7 0.0 -5.7 - 0.0 

Derrick Williams $230,690     $230,690 25 11.1 17.1 6.2 0.6 0.2 -1.1 -2.1 -3.2 .628 14.4 

Larry Sanders * $207,722     $207,722 5 6.5 2.6 0.8 0.0 0.0 -8.7 -0.9 -9.6 .410 23.6 

Derrick Williams * $57,672     $57,672 25 11.1 17.1 6.2 0.6 0.2 -1.1 -2.1 -3.2 .628 14.4 

Derrick Williams * $57,672     $57,672 25 11.1 17.1 6.2 0.6 0.2 -1.1 -2.1 -3.2 .628 14.4 

Dahntay Jones * $18,255     $18,255 1 14.7 12.0 9.0 0.0 0.0 -3.8 -7.1 -10.9 .461 39.9 

Dahntay Jones $5,767     $5,767 1 14.7 12.0 9.0 0.0 0.0 -3.8 -7.1 -10.9 .461 39.9 

Walter Tavares $5,145 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $3,077,047 1 22.6 24.0 6.0 0.0 0.1 -3.1 10.1 7.0 .676 12.0 

Total Salaries: $126,590,164 $127,998,669 $128,784,952 $81,144,582 $0 $464,518,367            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kyrie Irving $17,638,063 $18,868,626 $20,099,189 $21,329,752  $77,935,630 72 23.0 35.1 25.2 7.4 1.5 4.8 -2.3 2.5 .580 30.8 

Deron Williams $259,526     $259,526 24 11.4 20.3 7.5 0.4 0.2 -1.9 -2.6 -4.5 .566 18.1 

Kay Felder $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 42 11.2 9.2 4.0 -0.3 0.4 -4.9 -1.2 -6.1 .462 24.3 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

J.R. Smith $12,800,000 $13,760,000 $14,720,000 $15,680,000  $56,960,000 41 8.1 29.0 8.6 0.1 0.8 -0.5 -0.7 -1.3 .484 14.6 

Iman Shumpert $9,662,922 $10,337,079 $11,011,234   $31,011,235 76 9.0 25.5 7.5 0.7 1.4 -1.3 0.0 -1.3 .536 13.9 

Dahntay Jones $5,767     $5,767 1 14.7 12.0 9.0 0.0 0.0 -3.8 -7.1 -10.9 .461 39.9 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

LeBron James $30,963,450 $33,285,709 $35,607,968   $99,857,127 74 27.0 37.8 26.4 9.8 3.0 6.8 1.6 8.4 .619 30.0 

Kyle Korver $5,239,437     $5,239,437 35 13.5 24.5 10.7 1.6 0.4 2.2 -2.2 0.0 .677 15.8 

Richard Jefferson $2,500,000 $2,500,000 $2,612,500   $7,612,500 79 8.2 20.4 5.7 1.3 0.8 -1.3 -1.0 -2.4 .574 12.2 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kevin Love $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025 $25,595,700  $93,522,750 60 21.1 31.4 19.0 4.0 2.4 1.7 -0.9 0.8 .573 26.4 

Derrick Williams $230,690     $230,690 25 11.1 17.1 6.2 0.6 0.2 -1.1 -2.1 -3.2 .628 14.4 

James Jones $980,431     $980,431 48 11.3 7.9 2.8 0.6 0.2 0.0 -1.5 -1.5 .655 13.0 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Tristan Thompson $15,330,435 $16,400,000 $17,469,565 $18,539,130  $67,339,130 78 15.3 29.9 8.1 5.0 2.3 0.0 1.5 1.5 .594 11.3 

Channing Frye $7,806,971 $7,420,912    $15,227,883 74 15.6 18.9 9.1 2.3 1.4 0.8 -1.5 -0.6 .612 19.3 

Walter Tavares $5,145 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $3,077,047 1 22.6 24.0 6.0 0.0 0.1 -3.1 10.1 7.0 .676 12.0 
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Contract notes: 
 
Kyle Korver: Cannot be traded to Atlanta until after the moratorium. 
 
Walter Tavares: Cannot traded until July 13th. 
 
LeBron James: Has a full no-trade clause. 
 
Kyrie Irving: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Shawn Marion: $980,431 
 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,333,420 (expires July 17th 2017) 
Trade Exception: $4,837,500 (expires January 8th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $2,194,500 (expires January 8th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $980,431 (expires February 13th 2018) 
 

 

Combined total: $136,916,446 

Proximity to cap: $42,773,446 over 

Proximity to tax: $13,409,581 over  
 
(NB: Tavares’s $5,145 counts as $5,767 for tax calculations; 
McRae’s $874,636 counts as $980,431) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kay Felder: Only $456,529 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until Janu-
ary 10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched (thus 
counts as $152,176 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Walter Tavares: Fully guaranteed $1,471,382 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
LeBron James: Has a full no-trade clause. 
Kyrie Irving: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $125,366,852 
 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced, including Marion. 
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 
 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All trade exceptions renounced. 
Taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $5,192,000 

 
 

Combined total: $133,821,312 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kay Felder: Only $456,529 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until Janu-
ary 10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Walter Tavares: Fully guaranteed $1,471,382 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept. 
LeBron James: Has a full no-trade clause. 
Kyrie Irving: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $127,998,669 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Kyle Korver: $9,954,930 
Dahntay Jones: $1,471,382 
James Jones: $1,471,382 
Shawn Marion: $1,471,382 
Deron Williams: $1,471,382 
Derrick Williams: $1,471,382 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,333,420 (expires July 17th 2017) 
Trade Exception: $4,837,500 (expires January 8th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $2,194,500 (expires January 8th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $980,431 (expires February 13th 2018) 
Taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $5,192,000 

 
Combined total: $159,848,360 

Proximity to cap: $60,848,360 over 

Proximity to tax: $8,998,669 over 
 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 

• Barring some massive trading, the team is definitely not going to have cap room.  

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be four trade exceptions that can be used. They can 
each be split in multiple directions but they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax threshold), it 
will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to four years 
(maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years (maximum 5% 
raises), the $7,420,912 expiring salary of Frye (potentially more depending on the statuses of 
James, Shumpert, Jefferson, Felder and Tavares, all with unguaranteed portions and/or player op-
tions), the combined $2,783,993 unguaranteed salaries of Felder and Tavares ($456,529 guaran-
teed for Felder; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). This is unlikely, however. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron in 2017/18, it will lose the Bi-Annual Ex-
ception, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level exception of 
$5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax payer MLE, it will 
then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still send them). This is 
the highly likely outcome. 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed con-
tracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed salary only, 
not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). However, this applies 
only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, count the same as 
they would have done before. 

• Korver and James Jones can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maxi-mum salary 
for up to five years. Dahntay Jones can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of 
the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. The Williams sisters can be signed and traded to 
a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. Marion cannot be 
signed and traded. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes 
the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Only Korver is eligible, and there will 
be no cap room for him to do so. Additionally, only Frye (immediately) and Shumpert (after July 9th) 
are eligible for a veteran extension at this time. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Vladimir Veremeenko - 48th pick, 2006 

A layups and fouls specialist in the German league who can no longer keep up with Euroleague 
play, let alone NBA play.  

 

Ejike Ugboaja - 55th overall, 2006 
Appears to have retired, save for possible national team appearances.  

 

Edin Bavcic - 56th overall, 2006 
33 year old long two shooter. Soft and slow, never NBA calibre. 

 
Milan Macvan - 54th overall, 2011 

Talented inside/outside offensive player, off the dribble and with the shot, who lacks for NBA athleti-

Chukwudibiere Maduabum - 56th overall, 2011 
Has played in some niche leagues since leaving the D-League, which haven’t facilitated 
development. Athletic, but still underskilled, and no longer young. 

 

Ilkan Karaman - 57th pick, 2012 
Scored 39 points all season, 33 of which were in blowouts.  Has gone backwards since be-
ing drafted, in part due to injury, of which there has been quite a lot. 

 

Cedi Osman - 31st pick, 2015 
A good year and very projectable as a lengthy three-and-D wing. It is probably time he 
joined and began to learn NBA defences under the guise of NBA strength coaches, espe-
cially given that he is now a free agent. 

 

Sir’Dominic Pointer - 53rd pick, 2015 
Dropped down to the Israeli second division this season, a low standard of play, which gave 
him the opportunity to be ‘the man’ when he should really be learning how to be the three-
and-D role player he is halfway to being. Logical candidate for a two-way contract, if he 
wants it, which he should. 

 
Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 
2019 second round pick from L.A. Lakers or Minnesota; no protection. Cleveland owns the 

Minnesota and L.A. Lakers 2019 second round picks from separate deals, and will give the 
more favourable one to Portland via a third deal, thereby keeping the less favourable one. 

2020 second round pick from Portland; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Philadelphia or Charlotte; no protection. In separate deals, 

Cleveland traded a 2018 second round pick to Philadelphia, Brooklyn traded to Philadelphia 
the right to swap its pick with Cleveland’s, and then Brooklyn traded a 2018 second round 
pick to Charlotte. Charlotte will therefore receive the less favourable of its own and Cleve-
land’s, while Philadelphia receives the more favourable. 

2019 first round pick to Atlanta; top 10 protected in 2019 and 2010. If not conveyed by then, 
then Cleveland’s 2021 and 2022 second round picks will be conveyed instead. 

2019 second round pick to New York, Orlando or Detroit; no protection. Cleveland traded its 
2019 second round pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 2019 second round 
pick to New York in a separate deal. New York then traded the right to swap 2019 second 
round picks with Orlando, meaning Orlando could swap its own pick with either of those. In 
another deal, Orlando also traded for Portland’s 2019 second round pick, and in yet another 
deal, they agreed to trade to Detroit whichever was least favourable of either (A) the Port-
land pick, or (B) the most favourable of the other three. 

2020 second round pick to L.A. Clippers; no protection. 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: None 
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PF/C, 6’9, 238lbs, 26 years old, 6 years of experience 

With his free throw stroke falling away significantly this past season, Thompson’s limitations in the post on offence increased. He can finish feeds and clean the class, but not create, nor finish from the mid-range. He 
does defend the perimeter quite well, though, and improved his rim protection this year, making for a versatile defensive player if not a particularly versatile offensive one. Thompson is the best perimeter defensive 
option amongst the Cavaliers’ frontcourt, and needs flanking rather than replacing. 

PF/C, 6’10, 251lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

Has found his spots as the third star, rebounded better than in any other year as a Cavalier, and has continued to improve his footwork defensively on the perimeter, doing a decent-enough job on screen action even 
in match-ups when he should be highly overmatched for speed (while sometimes still being thoroughly burned). Love has learned to adapt to his role here and enters his prime as a thoroughly good player. His body 
type may not be the prototype in the new fangled NBA, but his talent level asserts that that is not a problem. Conceivably, moving him could be part of the solution. But Love in general is not the problem.  

SF/PF, 6’8, 250lbs, 32 years old, 14 years of experience 

Still great. You’d think he would have lost quite a bit by now. Nope. Some defence has gone, maybe, but only some.  

SG/SF, 6’6, 225lbs, 31 years old, 13 years of experience 

A poor year, which, while it had very justifiable reasons behind it, needs rectifying. Smith is at his best when he is taking the shots no one else dare take; if he is just going to be a normal catch-and-shoot player, he is 
no better than Anthony Morrow. The slightly wild Smith is still the best Smith, and the mistakes and wasted turnovers that come with that aggression are worth it for what he can provide. Even with all the years of 
mileage in those knees, Smith still has the athleticism, it appears. So he needs to get back to using it while it is still there. 

PG, 6’3, 193lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experience 

Ridiculous handle, ridiculous finishing ability, ridiculous scoring talent in the half court, some wildly overconfident moments, not much defence. It will do. 
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PF/C, 6’11, 255lbs, 34 years old, 11 years of experience 

Shot the three well, and grabbed some defensive rebounds, which was pretty much what he was asked to do. However, he fell out of the playoff rotation, which is not a great endorsement. His contract is OK if he is 
going to get played, but if it is not, it is a useful trade piece. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 240lbs, 26 years old, 6 years of experience 

Played pretty well in his 427 minutes, shooting efficiently, albeit doing very little other than that. He was not trusted in the playoff rotation, however, despite rumours that he might be. On a team that could use some 
athleticism at the forward positions, some energy, and someone who can make things happen in the half court, Williams could have some use. He has not panned out from his draft billing, but that matters not now. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 212lbs, 36 years old, 14 years of experience 

Not the impact that was hoped for. Still putting in effort to get open, but is getting slower, and the margins are very tight between being slightly open and not being open at all. Korver’s acquisition did not help with the 
team’s consistently poor transition defence, as his was as bad as anybody’s, and the only way to redeem the value given up in the first round pick will be to re-sign him, despite his age. 

SG, 6’5, 220lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Had a career high true shooting percentage in the regular season, on an admittedly average .536%, and shot a career-high 36% from three point range on his highest ever proportion of three-point shots. In the fi-
nals, however, he was entirely stifled offensively, and his limitations were exposed.  

PG, 6’3, 200lbs, 33 years old, 12 years of experience 

The backup point guard spot was a hole on the roster all year, with the expectation being that it could be addressed with mid-season buyouts, perhaps with an eye on Deron from the start. However, he was almost 
entirely a non-factor in the playoffs, and especially so in the Finals. Any good opposing defence limits his ability to shoot mid-range jump shots off the dribble, his main value as a player at this point, in addition to 
forcing quite a few lost ball turnovers from a man brought in primarily to be a reliable ball handler. Williams is no starter any more, nor did he prove to be an altogether reliable back-up. Needs a bounce-back year. 
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C, 7’3, 260lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

In his 48 games with the Raptors 905 of the D-League, Tavares showed himself to being one of the better players in the league, a dominant shot blocker and good rebounder who is improving as a reasonably capa-
ble and efficient finisher around the basket. Tavares is limited for skill and fouls a lot, but the skill is not hugely important if he can just be a 7’3 shot-blocker, and the fouls do not matter much as a third stringer. If 
Cleveland is serious about his development and in making more moves like this in the short term, then Tavares was a good signing and should be kept until at least his guarantee date to see if he can contribute 
going forward. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 218lbs, 36 years old, 14 years of experience 

A one-dimensional three-point shooter, as ever, although a mere .717% three-point rate this past season was actually his lowest since 2009-10. 47% of those shots went in, which is excellent, and Jones did exactly 
what was required of him in his minimal role. But with Jefferson, Korver and Frye around him to do much the same role, is the role worth having with roster spots in such a pinch? 

SF, 6’7, 233lbs, 37 years old, 16 years of experience 

Shot only 33.3% from three-point range, a marked decline from years prior, with his usage rate and PER being career lows. A heady veteran who contributes a bit of spot-up shooting, a bit of finishing from off-the-
ball movement, and some defensive effort. But with his athleticism declining considerably, Jefferson is not a rotation-calibre player any longer. His role should be that of the deep bench player who steps in for one or 
two laudable performances in big moments, if called upon, which ideally, he isn’t. And that’s not meant as a pejorative. 

SG, 6’6, 225lbs, 36 years old, 13 years of experience 

Brought in to be the older version of DeAndre Liggins, who he replaced. Whereas Liggins had been the wing defensive specialist for all bar one week of the regular season, Jones was apparently to be the end-of-the
-half possession specialist for the playoffs, with there seemingly being some difference between how he fills the role versus Liggins that made the switch worthwhile. [That said, with the Mavericks claiming Liggins off 
of waivers, something which Cleveland may have known was going to happen, perhaps it was purely a money-saving move.] Either way, Jones was not used by the Cavaliers, and probably never will be even if 
brought back again. 

PG, 5’9, 176lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Was a disruptive force in his 11 games on assignment in the D-League, and is too good for that level of competition. It does not automatically follow from there that he is a player of NBA calibre. There is, however, 
only one way to find out. Let him play. If there are some turnovers and some inefficient outside shooting along the way, that’s OK. 
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Quite Obviously Key Pieces On A Championship 
Team 

 LeBron James: Can enter free agency after next year, and the team’s future depends on his. 
With this in mind, a true contender to the Warriors must be assembled this season, and doing 
so means doing so in the offseason, not relying on March-time buyouts of veterans. 

 Kevin Love: Three years and circa. $72.35 million remaining, with a player option for 2019/20. 
It wasn’t his fault and he needn’t be moved, unless a better fit with great value is somehow 
available. 

 Kyrie Irving: Three years and circa. $60.3 million remaining, with a player option for 2019/20. 
The future, with or without LeBron. 

 

Conceivably Pieces On A Championship Team 

 Tristan Thompson: Three years and circa. $52 million remaining. Needs to keep developing, 
because the team cannot win in its current guise without him contributing more. 

 J.R. Smith: Three years and circa. $44 million remaining, only the first two of which are guar-
anteed. A valuable player for a contender if he returns to pre-2016 form, but also one of the 
few tradeable pieces, as long as the receiving team overlooks this year’s performance.  

 Richard Jefferson: Two years for a combined $5,112,500 remaining, only the first year of 
which is guaranteed. A worthy deep bench player, but should be upgraded on.  

 Kyle Korver: Expiring $5,239,437 salary, and although a first round pick was just spent to 
bring him in, his age, his slowing speed, his poor transition defence and how easy he seems 
to have become to defend may not mean getting much beyond that going forward. Worth re-
signing, especially with Bird rights to do it, but doing so does not suffice alone. 

 

Pricy and seemingly now surplus 

 Iman Shumpert: Two years and circa $21.35 million remaining, including a player option for 
2018/19. In light of his offensive unreliability, the need to upgrade the two-guard spot and the 
large cost of the roster as a whole, Shumpert should be considered available in trade. 

 Channing Frye: One year at $7,420,912 remaining. Considering he was not trusted 

enough to be put into the rotation, that contract ought be considered the foundation for 

a trade who someone that will be. 

 

Everyone Else 

 James Jones: Expiring minimum salary. Now aged 36, the team that needs to get 

younger, quicker and better defensively surely has not the room for yet another spot-

up shooter, even if they are LeBron’s mate. 

 Kay Felder: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, with roughly a third of his 

2017/18 contract guaranteed. Worth keeping as a project, because his dynamicism is 

the kind of thing the team both needs and lacks. 

 Deron Williams: Expiring minimum salary and did not show himself to be worthy of 

another one. 

 Derrick Williams: One of the more talented bench pieces who could learn a thing or 

two from Jefferson. Expiring minimum salary who could command more on the open 

market should another team think him a worth reclamation project, but after two 

straight offseasons of doing so without much to show for it, he may be available for the 

minimum only. Warts and all, Williams is more of a player worth keeping than the 

Jones types. 

 Dahntay Jones: Out of contract, a minimum salary player with seemingly no other bid-

ders, who seems to be liked in Cleveland but who is far from the athletic two-way play-

er the roster needs to be rejuvenated with. 

 Edy Tavares: An out-of-the-blue signing who nevertheless is a decent direction to go 

in. Two years at the minimum salary remaining, with neither guaranteed. Ideally would 

be upgraded upon, but better value for a roster spot than yet another veteran who 

does not move the needle at all. 
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Lack of depth 

The Big Three are in place, and Thompson does his thing alongside them. But Smith’s 
difficult year highlighted a severe lack of depth, especially from the bench, where not a 
consistent scorer could be found, even with Korver’s acquisition.  

 

Advancing age 

As things stand, the bench features a 37-year-old, three 36-year-olds, a 34-year-old and 
a 33-year-old, all backing up a starting unit with a combined 48 years of NBA experience 
with quite a few playoff games on top of that. The Warriors ran the Cavaliers ragged with 
their relentless barrage of speedy players playing at a higher tempo, and the more sed-
entary Cleveland bench did not have it in them to keep up. 

 

Roster repetitiveness 

Are all of Korver, Jefferson, Derrick Williams and James Jones needed as three-point 
shooting forwards? Are both Shumpert and Dahntay Jones (or Liggins before him) need-
ed as defensive two guards? And with Cedi Osman coming, are even two of the above 
needed? With roster spots at a premium, there needs to be more of an array of options 
available, as well as a higher talent level relative to experience. 

 

Forward defence and countering Durant 

Since winning the NBA title in the next couple of years seems to mean going through 
Kevin Durant, the Cavaliers need personnel who can contest him defensively without 
LeBron needing to do it. There is no option on the roster for this right now. 

 

Assets and the usage of them 

Trading first round picks for immediate upgrades is fine when on the cusp of the title. But 
the draft assets cupboard is now bare, and with the payroll so high, so is salary flexibility. 

Rebounding 

The team ranked 20th in defensive rebounding and 23rd in offensive rebounding, de-

spite having one elite offensive rebounder and one very good defensive rebounder. 

There are few rebounders beyond Love, Thompson and James, which speaks to the 

aforementioned over-supply of shooters and insufficient length and athleticism up 

front.  

 

Transition defence 

Consistently poor all year, and positively terminal against the Warriors. 

 

Having enough offensive weapons 

There are three, of course, two of which are as good as it gets at what they do. But 

beyond that, the shooters are all catch-and-shoot players, the post-up play limited, 

the pick-and-roll options scarce. As good as LeBron is as finding shooters, more di-

versity is required if Deron Williams over-dribbling possessions are to be avoided. 

 

LeBron’s age and contract status 

His age is creeping up, and his contract’s end is coming up. The window may only be 

open for one or two more years. There is a lot to do in that time. So whatever spend-

ing power is available is worth spending now. 
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2nd June 2017: Kevin Durant came to Golden State to play in Finals, and that's what he did - GiveMeSport 

23rd May 2017: The Boston Celtics reached the pinnacle in game 3 - the only way is down - GiveMeSport 

15th April 2017: It's playoff time - previews for all four Eastern Conference first round match-ups - GiveMeSport 

15th April 2017: At a time they should be coming together, apathy and Heroball reign in Cleveland - GiveMeSport 

27th February 2017: The Boston Celtics missed a golden opportunity to challenge Cleveland - GiveMeSport 

26th December 2016: In The Final Third Of Their Careers, How Have LeBron And Carmelo Compared? - GiveMeSport 

17th September 2016: The Cavaliers have been inactive during the offseason and it leaves their defence in question - Give-

MeSport 

7th July 2016: How the NBA's push for parity allowed Kevin Durant and Golden State to form a super team - GiveMeSport 
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Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .181% (30th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .776% (7th) 

Total rebounding rate: .464% (30th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .505% (18th)   
Defensive eFG%: .529% (27th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 11.6% (3rd) 
Defensive TO percentage: 14.4% (1st)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .180 (28th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .218 (20th)  

Points per game: 97.9 (30th) 
Opponents ppg: 100.8 (4th) 
Pace: 92.2 (29th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 105.6 (25th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.8 (15th) 

Average age: 27.3 (8th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.2 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.5% (16th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 38.0% (29th) 

Head Coach: Rick Carlisle 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dirk Nowitzki $25,000,000     $25,000,000 54 17.0 26.4 14.2 0.6 1.9 -1.6 0.3 -1.3 .529 25.8 

Harrison Barnes $22,116,750 $23,112,004 $24,107,258 $25,102,512  $94,438,524 79 16.3 35.5 19.2 2.5 2.1 -0.7 -1.2 -1.9 .541 25.3 

Wes Matthews $17,145,838 $18,884,176 $18,622,514   $54,652,528 73 11.9 34.2 13.5 1.0 2.1 0.2 -0.1 0.1 .533 19.4 

Deron Williams * $9,000,000     $9,000,000 40 15.0 29.3 13.1 1.1 0.7 1.0 -2.4 -1.4 .533 23.7 

Dwight Powell $8,375,000 $9,003,125 $9,631,250 $10,259,375  $37,268,750 77 17.6 17.3 6.7 2.7 1.9 -0.5 1.9 1.4 .588 16.7 

Nerlens Noel $4,384,490 $4,187,598    $4,384,490 22 19.9 22.0 8.5 0.9 0.9 -1.3 3.9 2.6 .606 17.3 

Devin Harris $4,227,996 $4,402,546    $8,630,542 65 13.8 16.7 6.7 1.1 1.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.4 .549 19.7 

J.J. Barea $4,096,950 $3,903,900 $3,710,850   $11,711,700 35 17.2 22.0 10.9 0.8 0.5 2.0 -2.6 -0.6 .521 26.2 

Seth Curry $2,898,000 $3,028,410    $5,926,410 70 15.5 29.0 12.8 2.9 1.7 1.8 -0.4 1.4 .601 19.5 

Quincy Acy * $1,050,961     $1,050,961 6 -1.4 8.0 2.2 -0.2 0.0 -10.1 -6.0 -16.2 .355 20.0 

DeAndre Liggins $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 1 17.6 25.0 8.0 0.1 0.0 -1.9 -2.0 -3.9 .546 13.8 

Salah Mejri $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 73 14.8 12.4 2.9 1.3 1.7 -3.6 3.8 0.2 .650 10.6 

A.J. Hammons $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 22 8.4 7.4 2.2 -0.2 0.2 -7.5 1.9 -5.6 .472 17.6 

Nicolas Brussino $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 54 10.7 9.6 2.8 0.0 0.6 -1.7 0.7 -1.0 .498 16.0 

Dorian Finney-Smith $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 81 7.7 20.3 4.3 -0.1 1.5 -2.8 1.3 -1.5 .486 11.6 

Jonathan Gibson * $543,471     $543,471 17 9.5 13.6 6.2 -0.3 0.2 -3.3 -2.2 -5.5 .492 26.3 

Maurice Ndour * $437,318     $437,318 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Gal Mekel * $315,759 $315,759    $631,518 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yogi Ferrell $207,798 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,520,409 36 14.1 29.1 11.3 1.0 0.9 0.5 -0.3 0.2 .541 19.5 

Jonathan Gibson * $137,466     $137,466 17 9.5 13.6 6.2 -0.3 0.2 -3.3 -2.2 -5.5 .492 26.3 

Kyle Collinsworth * $70,000     $70,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Manny Harris * $57,672     $57,672 4 -2.2 6.3 2.0 -0.2 0.0 -15.1 -3.8 -18.8 .239 35.4 

Manny Harris * $57,672     $57,672 4 -2.2 6.3 2.0 -0.2 0.0 -15.1 -3.8 -18.8 .239 35.4 

Jarrod Uthoff $47,953 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,360,564 9 13.9 12.8 4.4 0.1 0.1 -2.1 0.7 -1.4 .487 18.1 

Pierre Jackson * $41,560     $41,560 8 13.0 10.5 4.4 0.0 0.1 -1.7 -2.8 -4.4 .416 25.3 

Ben Bentil * $31,969     $31,969 3 -17.6 3.3 0.0 -0.1 0.0 -22.4 -4.5 -26.9 .000 18.9 

Quinn Cook * $31,969     $31,969 5 6.9 15.4 5.4 -0.1 0.0 -4.2 -4.5 -8.7 .522 20.7 

Yogi Ferrell * $31,969     $31,969 36 14.1 29.1 11.3 1.0 0.9 0.5 -0.3 0.2 .541 19.5 

Pierre Jackson * $31,969     $31,969 8 13.0 10.5 4.4 0.0 0.1 -1.7 -2.8 -4.4 .416 25.3 

Pierre Jackson * $31,969     $31,969 8 13.0 10.5 4.4 0.0 0.1 -1.7 -2.8 -4.4 .416 25.3 

Jarrod Uthoff * $31,969     $31,969 9 13.9 12.8 4.4 0.1 0.1 -2.1 0.7 -1.4 .487 18.1 

Jarrod Uthoff * $31,969     $31,969 9 13.9 12.8 4.4 0.1 0.1 -2.1 0.7 -1.4 .487 18.1 

Jameel Warney * $20,000     $20,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $104,083,711 $72,261,587 $60,076,725 $35,361,887 $0 $272,413,910            
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Yogi Ferrell $207,798 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,520,409 36 14.1 29.1 11.3 1.0 0.9 0.5 -0.3 0.2 .541 19.5 

Devin Harris $4,227,996 $4,402,546    $8,630,542 65 13.8 16.7 6.7 1.1 1.1 -0.1 -0.3 -0.4 .549 19.7 

J.J. Barea $4,096,950 $3,903,900 $3,710,850   $11,711,700 35 17.2 22.0 10.9 0.8 0.5 2.0 -2.6 -0.6 .521 26.2 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Wes Matthews $17,145,838 $18,884,176 $18,622,514   $54,652,528 73 11.9 34.2 13.5 1.0 2.1 0.2 -0.1 0.1 .533 19.4 

Seth Curry $2,898,000 $3,028,410    $5,926,410 70 15.5 29.0 12.8 2.9 1.7 1.8 -0.4 1.4 .601 19.5 

DeAndre Liggins $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 1 17.6 25.0 8.0 0.1 0.0 -1.9 -2.0 -3.9 .546 13.8 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Harrison Barnes $22,116,750 $23,112,004 $24,107,258 $25,102,512  $94,438,524 79 16.3 35.5 19.2 2.5 2.1 -0.7 -1.2 -1.9 .541 25.3 

Dorian Finney-Smith $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 81 7.7 20.3 4.3 -0.1 1.5 -2.8 1.3 -1.5 .486 11.6 

Nicolas Brussino $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 54 10.7 9.6 2.8 0.0 0.6 -1.7 0.7 -1.0 .498 16.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dirk Nowitzki $25,000,000     $25,000,000 54 17.0 26.4 14.2 0.6 1.9 -1.6 0.3 -1.3 .529 25.8 

Dwight Powell $8,375,000 $9,003,125 $9,631,250 $10,259,375  $37,268,750 77 17.6 17.3 6.7 2.7 1.9 -0.5 1.9 1.4 .588 16.7 

Jarrod Uthoff $47,953 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,360,564 9 13.9 12.8 4.4 0.1 0.1 -2.1 0.7 -1.4 .487 18.1 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nerlens Noel $4,384,490 $4,187,598    $4,384,490 22 19.9 22.0 8.5 0.9 0.9 -1.3 3.9 2.6 .606 17.3 

Salah Mejri $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 73 14.8 12.4 2.9 1.3 1.7 -3.6 3.8 0.2 .650 10.6 

A.J. Hammons $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 22 8.4 7.4 2.2 -0.2 0.2 -7.5 1.9 -5.6 .472 17.6 
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Contract notes: 
 

Nerlens Noel: Cannot be traded to Philadelphia until after the mora-
torium. 
 
Harrison Barnes: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
 
Dirk Nowitzki: Has a full no-trade clause. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $6,642,537 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $1,514,160 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
 

 

Combined total: $112,240,408 

Proximity to cap: $9,940,711 over 

Proximity to tax: $7,695,085 under  
 
(NB: the $31,969 10-day contracts for Uthoff, Jackson, Ferrell, Cook and 
Bentil count as $57,672 for tax calculations; Jackson’s $41,560 counts as 
$74,974; Uthoff’s $47,953 counts as $86,509; Gibson’s $137,466 counts as 
$247,991; Ferrell’s $208,798 counts as $374,871; Brussino and Finney-
Smith’s $543,471 count as $980,431; Mejri’s $874,636 counts as $980,431) 

Contract notes: 
 
Devin Harris: Only $1,339,662 of $4,402,546 guaranteed until Janu-
ary 10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched (thus 
counts as $446,554 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Salah Mejri: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 12th, thereaf-
ter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Nicolas Brussino: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 6th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Dorian Finney-Smith: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 6th, 
thereafter $100,000 guaranteed with further guarantees at later 
dates. Waived. 
Jarred Uthoff: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 30th, there-
after $200,000 guaranteed with further guarantees at later dates. 
Waived. 
DeAndre Liggins: Has a $1,577,230 team option. Declined. 
Harrison Barnes: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $61,319,150 
 
 

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced, including Liggins. Additionally, Koponen’s 
cap hold removed for 2017/18 by mutual consent. 
Dennis Smith (#9 pick): $3,218,280 
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 
 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
All exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 

Combined total: $72,127,890 

Max cap room:  $31,200,110 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 

 
Devin Harris: Only $1,339,662 of $4,402,546 guaranteed until 
January 10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Salah Mejri: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 12th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Nicolas Brussino: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 6th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Dorian Finney-Smith: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 
6th, thereafter $100,000 guaranteed with further guarantees at 
later dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
Jarred Uthoff: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 30th, 
thereafter $200,000 guaranteed with further guarantees at later 
dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
DeAndre Liggins: Has a $1,577,230 team option. Exercised and 
guaranteed (the option year is only guaranteed for $26,773 until 
January 10th).  
Harrison Barnes: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $72,261,587 
 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Dirk Nowitzki: $34,650,000 (projected max; not to exceed 
$37,500,000 
Nerlens Noel: $10,961,225 
Dennis Smith (#9 pick): $3,218,280 
Petteri Koponen (#30, 2007): $1,394,520  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $6,642,537 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $1,514,160 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 
 

Combined total: $142,338,309 

Proximity to cap: $43,338,309 over 

Proximity to tax: $46,103,329 under 
 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 

(NB: the $1,312,611 contracts for Ferrell, Finney-Smith, Brussino and 
Uthoff all count as $1,471,382 for tax calculations) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Petteri Koponen - 30th pick, 2007 

A good player at the Euroleague level, but never quite met all the billing of his youth. Solid , 
heady, capable, controlled, large and offensively talented, and could merit the end of an NBA 
roster, yet should probably stay where he is. 

 
Stanko Barac - 39th pick, 2007 

Did not play this year, and did not play the year before. Somewhat talented around the basket; 
however, as the NBA game has evolved, a floor clogging centre who does not protect the bas-
ket well is of little value, even when healthy and young, neither of which Barac is. 

 
Renaldas Seibutis - 50th pick, 2007 

Position-less at the NBA level, struggled noticeably this year at the Euroleague level, and poor 
defensively. Not ever coming over now. 

 
Satnam Singh - 52nd pick, 2015 

Hard to tell from 178 minutes spread across two D-League seasons what the situation is, 
though if it was that good, surely the lower level minutes wouldn’t be so low. Looks to have 
some touch around the basket, but surely is just far too slow for the NBA level, even were he to 
stop being extremely raw. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2019 second round pick from Golden State; no protection. Dallas can defer this pick to 2020 if 

they so choose. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Milwaukee; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2019 second round pick to Golden State; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2020 second round pick to Philadelphia; no protection. 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Dennis Smith (#9) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Likely to have cap room. Up to $31,200,110, potentially, although this will mean losing 

Nowitzki and Noel. 

• Barring another big pay cut on his behalf, however, cap room means no Nowitzki, and likely 
no Noel. And barring the unforeseeable, Nowitzki and Noel mean no cap room. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be two trade exceptions that can be used. 
They can each be split in multiple directions but they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $4,341,021combined expiring salaries of Curry and 
Ferrell (potentially more depending on the statuses of Harris, Liggins, Mejri, Brussino, Finney-
Smith and Uthoff, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the combined $9,811,761 
unguaranteed salaries of Harris, Mejri, Brussino, Uthoff and Finney-Smith ($1,339,662 guar-
anteed for Harris; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and 
trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax 
payer MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can 
still send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Noel and Nowitzki can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum sala-
ry for up to five years. If his option is declined, Liggins can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at up to 120% of the minimum salary for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any 
sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Only Harris is currently eligi-
ble (after July 17th). 

• Only Matthews (July 9th), Mejri (July 30th), Harris (July 17th) and Barea (July 15th) are eligi-
ble for veteran extensions at this time. None are realistic candidates. 
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PF/C, 6’11, 228lbs, 23 years old, 4 years of experience 

Worth the risk (for both contract and attitude reasons) on a team that sorely lacked for athleticism and even more sorely lacked for rebounding, both of which he can very much call strengths. Noel represents the 
athletic potential-laden big they have sought after for so many years, With the trade market for him having been so poor prior, it is unlikely that the free agent market will be all that amazing a few months later; never-
theless, Noel will cost money to keep. And this is what years of trying to spend a lot of money was designed for. 

PF/C, 7’0, 245lbs, 39 years old, 19 years of experience 

Starting to lose the small yet important amounts of lift that make the turnarounds possible, but can come back and keep trying them for as long as he wants. Would make for an excellent backup to a Barnes/Noel 
frontcourt, though it is probably not likely. 

SF, 6’8, 210lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

Given the opportunity to be a focal point of the half court offence, Barnes enjoyed a mini-breakout and scored a load of points. It was certainly not an especially efficient load of points, with 589 shots taken from the 
usually-blacklisted mid-range areas, without high volume three-point range, and in rarely getting to the line. Nonetheless, as a mismatch four man, Barnes was pretty dependable as a half court option, even moving 
Dirk out of position. Ultimately, Barnes needs to take what he currently has and go away from it slightly, attacking the basket more rather than floating the ball up or stopping for a two point jump shot, getting the 
threes up with more confidence, and using the defensive gravity he has to move the ball around. He needs to use the fact that he has proven he can isolate as a decoy. A good season, though, in which he was set 
up to fail but didn’t. 

SG, 6’5, 220lbs, 30 years old, 8 years of experience 

The pre-injury Matthews looks like he’s never coming back, and while the new era-Matthews is a decent (if overplayed) three-and-D option who does a decent job of checking opposing star wings, the cost of such a 
limited player at this time is strikingly huge. Considering the team’s overall situation, it is not one moving assets to get rid of, but as popular as Matthews is and as hard as it works, it doesn’t help to have it there. 
Perhaps there is another year or two of small improvements back to where he used to be coming up. 

PG, 6’0, 180lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Landed with a bang, with good energy and fearlessness, plenty able to score and plenty willing to try. On a team with a very weak point guard spot all season long, he received over 1,000 minutes in a part season’s 
work. Will likely only have backup talent, and will always be up against it defensively, but it was a nice cameo, and shooting that well on that many will keep him around for some years. 
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C, 7’1, 245lbs, 31 years old, 2 years of experience 

A capable third string centre who tries to block everything, goes to the glass, and will foul anybody if needs be. Not a stiff offensively, but not talented, limited to the post alone save for occasional pick-and-roll play 
and not even a reliable catch-and-finisher, never mind creator. Still,  it’s a role, and he’s quite good in it. 

PF/C, 6’11, 240lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Signed to a big contract last summer in the knowledge that more development was needed, that development has been left somewhat wanting. Powell still has not added the stretch element to his game that would 
befit his body type - at least, he has not yet added it out to the three-point line - and occasionally looks extremely lost still. His athleticism at that size is rare, yet Powell has yet to figure out quite what to do with it. His 
athleticism allows him to get quite a lot done without needing too high of a skill level, and he is a worthy project, yet he still is one. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 220lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Playing more than 1,600 minutes as an undrafted rookie is quite the success story. It does however give ample airing to his limitations, of which there are many. Smith’s complete avoidance of the mid-range game 
was a virtue, and his 61% shooting at the rim (albeit often on assisted dunks) is a good size. The bulk of the offence though was three-pointers, almost all catch-and-shoot three pointers, at which he struggled badly. 
Not a handler, nor a rebounder, nor much of a post player at this point, nor a creator, and not yet a shooter, Finney-Smith’s best value was found defensively, where he could defend stretch fours and post players, 
including taking on quite a lot of star matchups despite his rookie status. He was better than his numbers, then, but is nonetheless limited. 

PG/SG, 6’2, 185lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

Very one dimensional, but it’s quite the dimension. In far bigger minutes and on far bigger volume than ever before, Curry shot 42.5% from three, and 48.1% overall, Tries on defence, gives up a fair few, but is al-
ways going to earn them back when shooting that well and has made himself into an NBA rotation player. And, for at least 12 more months, a Maverick. 

PG/SG, 6’3, 192lbs, 34 years old, 13 years of experience 

Increasingly a three-point specialist who shot only 32.8% from three last season, Harris did contribute something as a bench scorer despite an injured toe that was supposed to keep him out. However, with his con-
tract not guaranteed, with no need for both him and Barea, with his advancing age and declining play, this might be the end of his time in Dallas, simply because there is not much need to keep him. He is a back-
court glue guy, but ultimately, he no longer does much. 
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C, 7’0, 260lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Signed to a three year deal, all guaranteed, thereby given the benefit of time to develop, despite being far from the youngest prospect. His ability to defend the basket while finishing around the other basket and 
shooting the trailer three is rare. Then again, not being the fleetest of foot laterally considering his significant size, it is not automatic that this translates. Needs more time invested to establish his credentials as an 
NBA player. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 221lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Did not hugely stand out neither in the D-League nor in college, but the hunt for stretch bigs makes him relevant. Smooth with the ball, Uthoff has yet to prove he can be a high efficiency, decent volume three-point 
shooter, which is the most important step in his progression if he is to have more than taster days in the big league. He will have a summer league to prove himself before a guarantee date at the end of July. 

SF, 6’7, 195lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

The NBA looked a bit too quick for him at times, which was to be expected. Brussino was brought in to be a projectable shooter and potential secondary ball handler, yet it was done knowing there would be an ad-
justment period, so he needs to be kept to honour that. There were a few signs in his rookie season worth sticking with, especially on assignment to the Legends, where he showed his ability to make plays out of the 
pick-and-roll. Could be a versatile offensive player down the road. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 209lbs, 29 years old, 4 years of experience 

Was the happy recipient of 752 minutes and 19 starts with Cleveland, a favourite of Tyronn Lue due to his defence, before being a surprising late-season cut for his elder equivalent in Dahntay Jones. Struggled 
mightily on offence, though - even in the company of three All-Stars and one of the greatest passers to ever play the game, Liggins could not find a role on offence, because there is no area of the court that could be 
called ‘his’. Very much a one-end player, then. 

PG, 6’0, 185lbs, 33 years old, 11 years of experience 

Limited to 35 games due to injury, but the production he posted would have been a career year had he been able to play a full  campaign. Still can score the ball and play some fairly heady point guard play, with the 
occasional big game still within him. A stabilising, steady influence, who always brings good energy, and who would be a very useful pick-up to any contending team. Not likely to have much trade value even in spite 
of that, yet should play out his team-favourable contract . 

MAVERICKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2159
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2744
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3052
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1613
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=789


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Building Blocks 

 Harrison Barnes: Three years and circa $72.3 million remaining, including a 2019/20 player 

option. Needs flanking with quality, but certainly looks to be one piece of the puzzle, and is 

certainly paid like one. 

 Nerlens Noel: Entering restricted free agency. Match any offer, and hope to get him for 

nearer $80 million than $100 million. 

 

Dirk 

 Dirk Nowitzki: Has had a $25 million team option for 2017/18 declined, and seems not to 

want to retire. He is owed money, but another Dirk discount wouldn’t be bad. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Yogi Ferrell: Has a team option for the minimum salary, which, considering his role as a 

starter for the last third of the season, is an easy decision. Ideally, Ferrell is upgraded over 

the offseason and enters next year as a backup, thereafter entering restricted free agency, 

with a full year of rotation minutes to fully prove his worth. 

 Seth Curry: One year at $3,028,410 remaining, which represents very good value. It will get 

expensive after that, however. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Wes Matthews: Two years for a combined $37.5 million approximately remaining, including 

a player option for 2019/20 that he should be expected to exercise. Move if possible, but do 

not give up assets to do so.  

 J.J. Barea: Two years at a combined $6.6 million remaining, which is a very good price for 

his services, which also may make him valuable. There is some value in keeping him as a 

one-club man, but let the market dictate that.  

 Dwight Powell: Three years and a shade under $29 million remaining, with a player 

option for 2019/20. A useful backup who still has some projectability, but given the 

possibility of summer 2018 cap room upon Dirk’s contract expiring, a good offer for 

Powell should be heard, 
 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Salah Mejri: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for 2017/18. Is worthy of a mini-

mum salary; then again, he would ideally be upgraded upon. Resources however are 

better spent on the guard spots, so Mejri should return.  

 Dorian Finney-Smith: Two unguaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining. Old for 

a prospect, but a prospect nonetheless, and worth giving a second year to.  

 Nicolas Brussino: Two unguaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining. Also old 

for a prospect, but also a prospect nonetheless, and also worth giving a second year 

to.  

 Devin Harris: Beginning the final year of his contract at $4,402,546, but only 

$1,339,262 of it is guaranteed. Waive and stretch - the cap space and roster spot are 

useful, whereas Harris’s play these days is marginal. 

 A.J. Hammons: Two guaranteed minimum salary seasons. Keep him and give him the 

chance to win Mejri’s spot - if he cannot, he will not make it in the NBA.  

 

Fringe 

 DeAndre Liggins: Has had a team option for the minimum salary declined, but even 

that would have only guaranteed a nominal amount. Bring him to camp to earn his 

spot, but hopefully, and with respect, his roster spot got used up on roster upgrades. 

 Jarrod Uthoff: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract, becoming guaranteed at the 

end of the July, which gives him a chance to earn his spot 
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Rebounding 

The Mavericks were the worst rebounding team in the league last season, by quite some 

distance. Admittedly, this number does not much account for the fact that Noel was only 

on the team for part of the season. Nevertheless, even with him in the line-up going for-

ward, the team must improve its rebounding at other positions, particularly the power for-

ward. Noel is just one guy, and an oft-injured one at that.

 

Athleticism, pace and offensive make-up 

Related to the above, the roster as an overall unit had below-average athleticism by NBA 

standards, as reflected by being second to last in the league in pace. Improving the athlet-

icism on the team will improved the perimeter defence, the transition game, the rebound-

ing and the offensive efficiency. Additionally, while the team takes a lot of threes (on 

league average efficiency), plus the mid-range isolations of Barnes and Nowitzki, the of-

fensive make-up of the team as a whole lacks for much beyond that. The team is last in 

free throw attempts, and last in made two pointers, despite being second in turnovers. 

The team needs to be quicker and more dynamic, with players who can attack the rim off 

the dribble and off the cut, not just spotting up.

 

Quality youth 

It is noted that the team is trying to go younger, as evidence by all the shuffling at the end 

of the roster, trying to find younger diamonds in the rough. However, that is at the bottom 

end of the roster. Amongst the rotation, it is mostly veterans. (And also, the players in that 

bottom-end-of-the-roster are also not all that young, relatively speaking.) The team has 

rarely been one to mine the draft; however, given that free agency continues to not really 

work out, a Netsian style free agency approach in which underappreciated veterans are 

targeted on competitive salaries, given the opportunity to succeed and appreciate in trade 

value, then potentially moved down the road for future assets, is perhaps a better strategy 

than more rentals such as Deron, Bogut et al. 

Point guard spot 

The carousel of players used at this position over the last couple of years did unearth Fer-

rell, but also illustrated the lack of quality the team has at what is probably currently the 

deepest position in the league’s talent pool. Ferrell should be the backup to someone like 

Ferrell, but someone better than he. 

 

Two-way players 

There is not one player on the roster as things stand who can be said to be a high quality 

player on both ends of the floor. Indeed, many if not most specialise on one end alone.  

 

Three-point and perimeter defence 

Giving up the third fewest points in the paint in the league was a good thing (albeit a some-

what bewildering one given that it came in conjunction with the league’s lowest blocked 

shots total), yet not when it is a by-product of giving up the three point line so readily. Alt-

hough the team limited the number of three-point tries by opponents fairly well, giving up 

the seventh fewest attempts, they also gave up the second worst percentage in the 

league. The 15th overall defensive rating is a start, and the defence is certainly better posi-

tioned than the offence, but the quality of looks given up is a concern. 

 

 

 Go-to offensive players 

Dirk still is this, sort of, but for one more year at most. Barnes is somewhat effective at this, 

but his talent level is too limited to be this on a competitive team; he could continue to de-

velop significantly and make a couple more leaps forward, but it should not be assumed. 

Beyond that, there is little, and without quality point guard play, high percentage looks are 

hard to come by. 
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2nd March 2017: The variance in the value of first round picks - GiveMeSport 

9th November 2016: The Dallas Mavericks: A time-tested vision facing its mortality - GiveMeSport 
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Record: 40-42 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .273% (2nd) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .786% (5th) 

Total rebounding rate: .532% (2nd)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .530% (5th)   
Defensive eFG%: .532 (28th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.2% (19th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 10.9% (30th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .214 (15th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .194 (7th)  

Points per game: 111.7 (3rd) 
Opponents ppg: 111.2 (27th) 
Pace: 98.3 (7th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 113.2 (4th)  
Defensive Rating: 112.7 (29th) 

Average age: 26.2 (14th oldest) 
Average experience: 6.1 years 

Three-point shooting: 36.8% (11th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 37.5% (28th) 

Head Coach: Michael Malone 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Danilo Gallinari $15,050,000     $15,050,000 63 17.4 33.9 18.2 6.2 0.7 2.9 -2.1 0.8 .622 19.9 

Kenneth Faried $12,078,652 $12,921,348 $13,764,045   $38,764,045 61 20.3 21.2 9.6 3.4 1.2 0.9 -0.1 0.8 .588 18.3 

Wilson Chandler $11,233,146 $12,016,854 $12,800,562   $36,050,562 71 14.9 30.9 15.7 2.4 1.1 0.5 -1.3 -0.8 .545 22.0 

Darrell Arthur $8,070,175 $7,464,912 $7,464,912   $22,999,999 41 12.8 15.6 6.4 0.6 0.4 0.3 -0.6 -0.3 .583 17.3 

Roy Hibbert $5,000,000     $5,000,000 6 16.3 1.8 0.7 0.0 0.0 -1.9 5.1 3.2 .667 15.5 

Jameer Nelson $4,540,525 $4,736,050    $9,276,575 75 11.4 27.3 9.2 2.3 0.5 0.3 -2.3 -2.0 .544 15.8 

Will Barton $3,533,333 $3,533,333    $7,066,666 60 15.5 28.4 13.7 2.5 0.8 1.3 -1.0 0.3 .547 21.1 

Mike Miller $3,500,000 $3,500,000    $7,000,000 20 7.8 7.6 1.4 0.0 0.1 -3.0 -0.8 -3.8 .586 10.4 

Emmanuel Mudiay $3,241,800 $3,381,480 $4,294,480 $5,758,898  $10,917,760 55 10.9 25.6 11.0 -0.4 0.5 -2.0 -1.8 -3.8 .483 22.6 

Jamal Murray $3,210,840 $3,355,320 $3,499,800 $4,444,749 $5,960,404 $14,510,709 82 11.9 21.5 9.9 0.6 0.7 -0.5 -2.1 -2.6 .518 21.6 

Trey Lyles $2,340,600 $2,441,400 $3,364,249 $4,629,207  $8,146,249 71 10.0 16.3 6.2 -0.9 1.6 -2.9 -0.1 -3.0 .464 21.7 

Mason Plumlee $2,328,530 $4,588,840    $2,328,530 27 16.3 23.4 9.1 0.8 0.6 -0.7 2.2 1.5 .571 17.5 

Mo Williams * $2,194,500     $2,194,500 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Juancho Hernangomez $1,987,440 $2,076,840 $2,166,360 $3,321,030 $4,642,800 $9,551,670 62 13.3 13.6 4.9 1.2 0.6 -0.1 -1.2 -1.3 .592 14.6 

Gary Harris $1,655,880 $2,550,555 $3,636,378   $4,206,435 57 16.5 31.3 14.9 3.9 0.7 3.1 -1.6 1.5 .611 18.4 

Malik Beasley $1,627,320 $1,700,640 $1,773,840 $2,731,714 $3,895,424 $7,833,514 22 13.7 7.5 3.8 0.1 0.1 -0.5 -3.5 -3.9 .536 22.0 

Nikola Jokic $1,358,500 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,430,402 73 26.4 27.9 16.7 7.7 2.0 6.2 2.2 8.3 .640 23.5 

Nick Johnson *  $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Alonzo Gee *  $417,848     $417,848 13 3.1 6.8 0.8 -0.1 0.1 -5.6 1.0 -4.6 .306 10.5 

Robbie Hummel * $150,000     $150,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jarnell Stokes * $150,000     $150,000 2 31.5 3.5 1.5 0.1 0.0 11.8 3.6 15.4 .798 11.4 

Alonzo Gee* $57,672     $57,672 13 3.1 6.8 0.8 -0.1 0.1 -5.6 1.0 -4.6 .306 10.5 

Johnny O’Bryant * $57,672     $57,672 7 14.4 6.6 2.9 0.1 0.0 -0.8 -3.2 -4.0 .597 18.3 

Johnny O’Bryant * $57,672     $57,672 7 14.4 6.6 2.9 0.1 0.0 -0.8 -3.2 -4.0 .597 18.3 

D.J. Kennedy * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Nate Wolters * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $84,922,536 $61,150,114 $50,728,768 $10,497,493 $0 $207,298,911            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jamal Murray $3,210,840 $3,355,320 $3,499,800 $4,444,749 $5,960,404 $14,510,709 82 11.9 21.5 9.9 0.6 0.7 -0.5 -2.1 -2.6 .518 21.6 

Emmanuel Mudiay $3,241,800 $3,381,480 $4,294,480 $5,758,898  $10,917,760 55 10.9 25.6 11.0 -0.4 0.5 -2.0 -1.8 -3.8 .483 22.6 

Jameer Nelson $4,540,525 $4,736,050    $9,276,575 75 11.4 27.3 9.2 2.3 0.5 0.3 -2.3 -2.0 .544 15.8 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Gary Harris $1,655,880 $2,550,555 $3,636,378   $4,206,435 57 16.5 31.3 14.9 3.9 0.7 3.1 -1.6 1.5 .611 18.4 

Will Barton $3,533,333 $3,533,333    $7,066,666 60 15.5 28.4 13.7 2.5 0.8 1.3 -1.0 0.3 .547 21.1 

Malik Beasley $1,627,320 $1,700,640 $1,773,840 $2,731,714 $3,895,424 $7,833,514 22 13.7 7.5 3.8 0.1 0.1 -0.5 -3.5 -3.9 .536 22.0 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Danilo Gallinari $15,050,000     $15,050,000 63 17.4 33.9 18.2 6.2 0.7 2.9 -2.1 0.8 .622 19.9 

Wilson Chandler $11,233,146 $12,016,854 $12,800,562   $36,050,562 71 14.9 30.9 15.7 2.4 1.1 0.5 -1.3 -0.8 .545 22.0 

Mike Miller $3,500,000 $3,500,000    $7,000,000 20 7.8 7.6 1.4 0.0 0.1 -3.0 -0.8 -3.8 .586 10.4 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kenneth Faried $12,078,652 $12,921,348 $13,764,045   $38,764,045 61 20.3 21.2 9.6 3.4 1.2 0.9 -0.1 0.8 .588 18.3 

Darrell Arthur $8,070,175 $7,464,912 $7,464,912   $22,999,999 41 12.8 15.6 6.4 0.6 0.4 0.3 -0.6 -0.3 .583 17.3 

Juancho Hernangomez $1,987,440 $2,076,840 $2,166,360 $3,321,030 $4,642,800 $9,551,670 62 13.3 13.6 4.9 1.2 0.6 -0.1 -1.2 -1.3 .592 14.6 

Trey Lyles $2,340,600 $2,441,400 $3,364,249 $4,629,207  $8,146,249 71 10.0 16.3 6.2 -0.9 1.6 -2.9 -0.1 -3.0 .464 21.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nikola Jokic $1,358,500 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,430,402 73 26.4 27.9 16.7 7.7 2.0 6.2 2.2 8.3 .640 23.5 

Mason Plumlee $2,328,530 $4,588,840    $2,328,530 27 16.3 23.4 9.1 0.8 0.6 -0.7 2.2 1.5 .571 17.5 

Roy Hibbert $5,000,000     $5,000,000 6 16.3 1.8 0.7 0.0 0.0 -1.9 5.1 3.2 .667 15.5 
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Contract notes: 

 
Trey Lyles: Cannot be traded to Utah until after the moratorium, and 
cannot have his salary aggregated in trade until after August 23rd. 
 

  

  

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 

  
None 

 

 

  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  

None 

  

 

Combined total: $84,922,536 

Proximity to cap: $9,220,464 under 
Proximity to tax: $30,705,064 under  

Contract notes: 
 
Mike Miller: Fully unguaranteed $3,500,000 contract until July 12th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $57,650,114 
  
  

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Tyler Lydon (#24 pick): $1,579,440 

  
  

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
 
  

Combined total: $63,557,554 

Max cap room:  $39,770,446 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Mike Miller: Fully unguaranteed $3,500,000 contract until July 
12th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $61,150,114 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Danilo Gallinari: $22,575,000 
Roy Hibbert: $6,000,000 
Mason Plumlee: $5,821,325 
Tyler Lydon (#24 pick): $1,579,440 
  
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
 
Combined total: $108,821,879 

Proximity to cap: $9,821,879 under 

Proximity to tax: $57,849,886 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Sani Becirovic - 46th pick, 2003 

Long since retired. 
 
Xue Yuyang - 57th pick, 2003 

May be retired. Even if he isn’t, he is so very, very far from the NBA level. 
 
Izzet Turkyilmaz - 50th pick, 2012 

Flamed out of higher leagues and returned to Croatia, but not even in the Adriatic League. Tall 
and athletic, but weak and underskilled, and won’t make it to the NBA now. 

 
Nikola Radicevic - 57th pick, 2015 

Had the first big minute season of his career, with mixed to good results. Still a poor shooter 
and occasionally bad decision maker, he nevertheless is an incisive passer and effective slash-
er through guile rather than speed. Lacks the dynamicism or defensive impact that would make 
him an NBA player, and is likely to stay in Europe for his career as a result. 

 
Petr Cornelie - 53rd pick, 2016 

Spent the season trying to prove he could be a stretch big, but unsuccessfully, shooting poorly 
from outside in all competitions and not doing a lot other than that. This still remains the path to 
his NBA future, if there is one, but this year was a bump in the road rather than a breakout one. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 second round pick from Golden State; no protection.  
2018 second round pick from Portland or Sacramento; no protection. Sacramento has the right 

to swap 2018 second round picks with Portland. Whichever pick Portland winds up with, they 
owe it to Denver. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to L.A. Lakers; no protection. 
2019 second round pick to Milwaukee; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Tyler Lydon (#24), Vlatko Cancar (#49), Monte Morris (#51) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Might have cap room, now that Gallinari has opted out. Considering the team finished this 

season nearly eight figures short of the cap, it is only his cap hold keeping them over. Up to 
$39,770,446, potentially. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the combined $10,819,938 expiring salary of Barton, Har-
ris and Nelson (potentially more depending on the statuses of Lyles, Chandler, Arthur, Miller, 
Mudiay, Murray, Hernangomez, Beasley and Jokic, all with unguaranteed portions and/or 
options), the $3.5 million unguaranteed salary of Miller (pursuant to aforementioned guaran-
tee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent 
players, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Plumlee and Gallinari can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum 
salary for up to five years. Hibbert can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 
120% of his previous salary (i.e. $6 million) for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-
and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Only Faried is currently eli-
gible (after October 8th). 

• Nelson (after July 12th) and Faried (immediately) are eligible for a veteran extension. Barton 
will be eligible for an extension after July 23rd but his contract is too small to merit one and 
he cannot be renegotiated. 

• Harris will be eligible for a rookie scale extension. 
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C, 6’10, 250lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

Bloody brilliant, and that mild cuss word has rarely been so criminally understated. Be it via unrestricted free agency in the summer of 2018, or restricted free agency next summer, just make sure he gets the max 
and doesn’t leave. 

PF, 6’8, 228lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

There was the usual Manimal stuff, or at least there was once he was allowed to pair with Jokic (with whom he formed a strong offensive understanding), rather than sharing a clogged lane with Jusuf Nurkic. His 
minutes were down, and may continue to be down going forward given the breakout of Jokic, the impending breakout of Hernangomez and the acquisition of Plumlee. But per minute, Faried still did what he always 
does; throwing himself at the rim, expending energy, going to the glass, and having an impact defensively through playing hard. His usefulness going forward may mostly lie in trade. But in proving himself to be a 
willing and capable role player with a fairly unique approach to the game, he has proven his trade value.  

SF/PF, 6’10, 225lbs, 28 years old, 8 years of experience 

Recorded the most efficient season of his career with an excellent .622% true shooting percentage, a large mark for a focal point of the offence. Still shoots the three well, still drives the ball, still has a tremendous 
knack for drawing fouls, and still has an aggressive desire to do so. But with age and injuries, he is probably a power forward from here on out, which will remove his mismatch value. It will also call more into ques-
tion his always mediocre rebounding and worse defence, which both took another step back this year. In scoring so many so efficiently, and in still only being 28 years of age, there is probably a $90-100 million con-
tract coming in from somewhere, even with his legitimate defensive concerns. Is it worth Denver making such an offer too? I would say yes, but not with a view to keeping him for all four. See also; the Nene delayed 
sign-and-trade. 

SG, 6’4, 210lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Big spike in production this year due in part to Jokic and his ridiculous ability to find any cutter ever, but also in larger part due to Harris’s willingness to work with that and stay in motion. Hugely efficient now offen-
sively, in terms of both his own scoring (.611% true shooting from a two-guard) and his turnover rates (9.8% turnover percentage versus 13.6% assist percentage), all the while playing big minutes when healthy. 
Must recommit to keeping the defensive levels up, however, because his own individual defensive metrics suffered just as much as his team’s did as a unit. Nevertheless, worthy of a big extension. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 207lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Fairly strong overall rookie campaign, including a breakout of sorts towards the end of the season, in which he showed a lot of scoring talent both on the drive and from the perimeter. Defensively, the results are not 
yet there, but the effort level is, and the signs are encouraging. For a man straddling two guard spots, knowing that he would rather try and be a scorer whichever position he end up at, he could not have picked a 
better place to go with Jokic on hand. Working to get open alongside him, cutting down on mistakes and improving his spot-up and pull-up shooting could make Murray a pretty fearsome two-way scoring guard. 
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C, 6’11, 245lbs, 27 years old, 4 years of experience 

Plumlee’s production, hitherto high in Portland amidst something of a breakout season (particularly in the assists column), tapered off after his arrival to Denver, where Jokic took shares of both his minutes and the 
ball. Nevertheless, Plumlee was still productive, a strong rebounder and capable finisher who tries hard defensively around the rim without the greatest natural quickness. If kept around - which is far from certain - 
Plumlee could be one of the league’s best backup centres. Limiting his minutes in this way however would make the trade to acquire him not one of particularly good value. 

PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Spent much of the year injured, but in the time he managed, he was indeed the floor stretching defensive big he was meant to be. In his absence, Chandler handled the defensive part of that role, and Hernangomez 
shot better than Arthur ever has in years prior; however, with a three point rate that ballooned to .544% (after never previously being higher than .286%), a career high shooting percentage from downtown of .453% 
(up from .385%), and a career high overall true shooting percentage of .583% (up from .514%), the new three-point shooting Arthur is not the offensive net negative he used to be. This may then give him value to 
cash in on. Notwithstanding the fact that, as one of the poorest defensive teams in the league, the Nuggets need as much defence as they can, it is hard to find a role for Arthur going forward given his overall limita-
tions compared to the potential of Hernangomez et al. When healthy, Arthur has a role on any team in this league. So with that in mind, and with a healthy start to next season, let them all come bid on that. 

SF, 6’8, 225lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

One of the better two-way players on the team, who came back from missing a season due to injury to play better than he had done in the two years before he went away. A luxury and a quality player, who shoots a 
bit, drives a bit, takes on the glass, can float between three positions, adds another stretch four option when needs be, and steps up on offence when required. There is nothing remarkable yet there need not be. A 
glue guy who will surely have value to contending teams, at a good price with two years left on his contract (albeit one via a player option). 

SG, 6’6, 175lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Two straight years of excellent bench production for relative pittance of a salary have made Barton a vital contributor, mostly in terms of points but also as a fill-in ball handler and playmaker. Can be ball dominant, 
overly aggressive on offence and a ball stopper, yet can also turn a game doing those exact things when the results go his way. With Chandler in front, Beasley behind ready to grow, plenty of scoring options al-
ready on the wing and with his salary surely about to increase significantly, it might be a good time to cash in on Barton. Nevertheless, as things stand, he can also very much be afforded. 

PG, 6’5, 200lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

His significant struggles as an NBA point guard continued, and he returned almost exactly the same numbers as in his rookie campaign. An uptick in his efficiency, by virtue of improving his three-point and free throw 
rates, still left him with a mere .482% true shooting percentage, far below what is required, and the turnover numbers remain very high, in large part due to how regularly he jumps to pass. Mudiay’s athleticism and 
transition play give him potential, and incremental improvements could be seen later in the year with Jokic’s breakout and Murray winning the starting spot, both taking the pressure off him in the backcourt. He has, 
however, lost his spot to Murray for the foreseeable future, and will need a third year breakout. This requires a tighter handle, better shooting, much better finishing, and consistent ball pressure defensively. 
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C, 7’2, 270lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

Pretty much a nothing year for Hibbert, who was never healthy and never productive in it for two teams. His career has fallen away quite quickly and he needs to land somewhere where he can rebuild it, somewhere 
to prove he can still cut it as a “traditional” centre in the modern league, somewhere where he can re-establish himself as a rebounder and fearsome interior defender. But there is little evidence nor need for it to be 
here in Denver. He was only here to meet the salary floor. 

PF, 6’9 230lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Shot 40% from three, which is exceptionally rare as a rookie, and looked both athletic and enthused on the defensive end. An enormous amount of shooting fouls speak to the rawness, yet in fully eschewing the mid
-range, already having the long range game and attacking the rim when given the ball on the move with a shred of an open lane, he has all the tools for the future and is off to an encouraging start. Needs to get 
tougher and learn to defend those like himself full time. 

SF, 6’8, 218lbs, 37 years old, 17 years of experience 

Has not said he will be retiring. However, with roster spots at a premium, and his own impact having dwindled to the point of being negligible, Miller’s main asset is his status as a heady veteran, which sounds more 
like an assistant coach than a fifteenth man. 

SG, 6’5, 176lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Barely played, but did well enough when he did, at least offensively. If he can work the off-ball game with Jokic like Harris does ahead of him, he could thrive as a low-dribble high-production scorer, and he appears 
able to hold his own defensively under limited examination thus far. 

PG, 6’0, 190lbs, 35 years old, 13 years of experience 

A better season than the one prior in roughly double the number of minutes, having gotten his shot back, and being asked to start half the year in light of Mudiay’s decline. In light of Murray’s ascendance and his 
tremendous two-man game with Jokic, Nelson may never start again, but he did a decent job of being the veteran fill-in he was brought in to be, as long as it wasn’t the fourth quarter. Nelson is probably a third 
stringer hereafter with his much declined speed and poor defence, but he did what he was brought in to do. 
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PF, 6’10, 234lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Lyles's sophomore year was not a good one. The additions of Diaw and Johnson were always going to put a squeeze on his spot in the rotation, yet Lyles still played nearly 1,200 regular season minutes, not all that 
far short of the amount of his rookie campaign, while the level of play in that time was very much short. Lyles took a lot more shots and missed a lot more shots, especially from three-point range; it is understood that 
the three-point shot is to be the way he makes his mark in the league, yet the results are not there yet, and nor is he contributing elsewhere. Lyles also shot far worse from two-point range, with a lot of misses inside 
the paint, rebounding poorly and making no significant mark on defence. His size, length, decent athleticism, handle and vision are a good package theoretically, yet he has done little with them, and in joining a Den-
ver team with an equally multi-optioned power forward rotation (especially if Gallinari stays), a turnaround is certainly not automatic. 
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Building Blocks 

 Nikola Jokic: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, with the last being a team option 

year. Declining that would see him enter restricted free agency instead of unrestricted, but 

there is only a need or value in that if there is a significant risk he would not happily re-sign 

the following summer. Which, with a max contract offer on the table, would surely not be 

likely. Keep and build around. 

 Gary Harris: One year of rookie scale salary left, and eligible for an extension this summer. 

Worthy of $60-70 million over four years already and could soon be worthy of more. If he 

keeps improving like he has done, that would be a bargain price. 

 

Good Pieces 

 Mason Plumlee: Entering restricted free agency. There are a couple of teams who will have 

significant money to spend this summer who are in the market for a starting centre, who 

might come after him. But even though the team’s salary picture is so clear that a big salary 

for Plumlee can be afforded, be careful; he projects only as a backup for the team, would 

lose trade value if overpaid, and the money will need to be spent elsewhere in the near fu-

ture. 

 Jamal Murray: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep, play, and see if he can 

cement one of the future starting spots. He might. 

 Juancho Hernangomez: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Also keep, also 

play, and also see if he can cement one of the future starting spots. He also might. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Danilo Gallinari: Entering unrestricted free agency off a career year with a bad knee. May 

be about to get $100 million. Try to re-sign him, certainly, but proceed with caution. 

 Kenneth Faried: Two years with a combined circa. $26.7 million remaining. That is both a 

very tradeable contract and a player very much worth having, and not just on this team. 

 Wilson Chandler: Two years with a combined circa. $24.8 million remaining, including 

a player option for 2018/19. Has been a valuable role player, will continue to be a valu-

able role player, and yet could be traded as a valuable role player, because everyone 

needs valuable role players. 

 Will Barton: One year at $3,533,333 remaining. Eligible for a circa four year, $38 mil-

lion extension, which is not a bad idea, although neither would a trade be. 

 Darrell Arthur: Two years for a shade under a combined circa. $15 million remaining, 

with the 2018/19 year being a player option. Keep for now with an eye on a trade. 

 Trey Lyles: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Not a bad prospect, even if 

there is no one part of the NBA game he can call his own. And certainly very young. 

But if Gallinari returns, his role will be further reduced. 

 

Uncertain 

 Emmanuel Mudiay: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Has time to redeem 

his high billing and starting spot, and worth keeping until the Murray/Mudiay battle is 

clearly won, but his value will drop off further if he stagnates once again. 

 Malik Beasley: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Could be on the “good 

pieces” list by this time next year, but needs minutes to establish his worth in the fu-

ture, and where those minutes are coming from on such a deep wing rotation are not 

immediately obvious. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Jameer Nelson: Has a $4,736,050 contract for 2017/18. Might as well see it off. 

 

Fringe 

 Mike Miller: Has an unguaranteed $3.5 million salary for next season. Worthy of the 

minimum or nothing at this point, however. 

 Roy Hibbert: Expiring $5 million salary and no reason to bring him back. 
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All forms of defence 

TBC 

 

 

Rim protection in particular 

TBC 

 

 

Murray or Mudiay 

TBC 

More players than space 

TBC 

 

 

Injuries 

TBC 

 

The Gallinari situation 

TBC 

 

 

 

 Balance of veterans 

TBC 
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Offensive rebounding rate: .241% (12th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .812 (1st) 

Total rebounding rate: .516% (5th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .492% (27th)   
Defensive eFG%: .516 (19th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 10.9% (2nd) 

Defensive TO percentage: 12.1% (23rd)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .157 (30th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .197 (10th)  

Points per game: 101.3 (26th) 
Opponents ppg: 102.5 (7th) 
Pace: 95.0 (22nd) 
 

Offensive Rating: 106.0 (24th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.2 (8th) 

Average age: 25.8 (19th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.7 years 

Three-point shooting: 33.0% (28th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.6% (21st) 

Head Coach: Stan Van Gundy 
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Andre Drummond $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,019 $28,751,775 $127,171,313 81 20.9 29.7 13.6 1.4 5.3 -2.1 2.9 0.8 .518 22.4 

Tobias Harris $17,200,000 $16,000,000 $14,800,000   $48,000,000 82 16.9 31.3 16.1 4.0 2.8 1.1 0.1 1.2 .568 21.7 

Reggie Jackson $14,956,522 $16,000,000 $17,043,478 $18,086,956  $66,086,956 52 14.9 27.4 14.5 0.8 1.2 0.6 -2.1 -1.4 .510 26.4 

Jon Leuer $10,991,957 $10,497,319 $10,002,681 $9,508,043  $41,000,000 75 14.2 25.9 10.2 2.5 2.0 -0.4 0.5 0.2 .551 17.3 

Boban Marjanovic $7,000,000 $7,000,000 $7,000,000   $21,000,000 35 29.6 8.4 5.5 1.2 0.5 1.0 -0.9 0.1 .606 25.3 

Aron Baynes $6,500,000     $6,500,000 72 13.1 15.5 4.9 1.4 1.5 -2.9 1.1 -1.8 .570 14.1 

Ish Smith $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $6,000,000   $18,000,000 81 14.7 24.1 9.4 09 2.2 -1.2 0.4 -0.8 .477 20.5 

Josh Smith * $5,331,729 $5,331,729 $5,331,729 $5,331,729  $21,326,916 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Marcus Morris $4,625,000 $5,000,000 $5,375,000   $15,000,000 79 12.4 32.5 14.0 1.4 2.4 -0.3 -0.2 -0.5 .508 20.3 

Kentavious Caldwell-Pope $3,678,319 $4,958,374    $3,678,319 76 12.8 33.3 13.8 2.0 2.5 0.9 0.0 0.9 .519 19.2 

Stanley Johnson $2,969,880 $3,097,800 $3,940,402 $5,311,662  $10,008,082 77 7.2 17.8 4.4 -1.4 1.8 -3.8 1.8 -2.0 .436 14.8 

Reggie Bullock $2,255,644 $3,313,542    $2,255,644 31 11.7 15.1 4.5 0.4 0.5 -0.4 -0.5 0.1 .538 13.4 

Henry Ellenson $1,704,120 $1,780,800 $1,857,480 $2,856,804 $4,053,805 $8,199,204 19 7.5 7.7 3.2 -0.4 0.2 -5.8 -2.4 -8.2 .444 24.7 

Beno Udrih $980,431     $980,431 39 16.1 14.4 5.8 0.8 0.5 -0.5 -2.1 -2.6 .535 19.7 

Darrun Hilliard $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 39 5.9 9.8 3.3 -0.6 0.4 -5.0 -1.1 -6.1 .459 19.3 

Michael Gbinije $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 9 -2.1 3.6 0.4 -0.1 0.0 -7.7 -2.8 -10.4 .184 15.0 

Nikola Jovanovic * $30,000     $30,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Trey Freeman * $25,000     $25,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ray McCallum * $11,949     $11,949 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $107,901,937 $97,267,147 $98,329,984 $62,876,551 $28,751,775 $395,127,394            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Reggie Jackson $14,956,522 $16,000,000 $17,043,478 $18,086,956  $66,086,956 52 14.9 27.4 14.5 0.8 1.2 0.6 -2.1 -1.4 .510 26.4 

Ish Smith $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $6,000,000   $18,000,000 81 14.7 24.1 9.4 09 2.2 -1.2 0.4 -0.8 .477 20.5 

Beno Udrih $980,431     $980,431 39 16.1 14.4 5.8 0.8 0.5 -0.5 -2.1 -2.6 .535 19.7 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kentavious Caldwell-Pope $3,678,319 $4,958,374    $3,678,319 76 12.8 33.3 13.8 2.0 2.5 0.9 0.0 0.9 .519 19.2 

Darrun Hilliard $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 39 5.9 9.8 3.3 -0.6 0.4 -5.0 -1.1 -6.1 .459 19.3 

Michael Gbinije $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 9 -2.1 3.6 0.4 -0.1 0.0 -7.7 -2.8 -10.4 .184 15.0 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Marcus Morris $4,625,000 $5,000,000 $5,375,000   $15,000,000 79 12.4 32.5 14.0 1.4 2.4 -0.3 -0.2 -0.5 .508 20.3 

Stanley Johnson $2,969,880 $3,097,800 $3,940,402 $5,311,662  $10,008,082 77 7.2 17.8 4.4 -1.4 1.8 -3.8 1.8 -2.0 .436 14.8 

Reggie Bullock $2,255,644 $3,313,542    $2,255,644 31 11.7 15.1 4.5 0.4 0.5 -0.4 -0.5 0.1 .538 13.4 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jon Leuer $10,991,957 $10,497,319 $10,002,681 $9,508,043  $41,000,000 75 14.2 25.9 10.2 2.5 2.0 -0.4 0.5 0.2 .551 17.3 

Tobias Harris $17,200,000 $16,000,000 $14,800,000   $48,000,000 82 16.9 31.3 16.1 4.0 2.8 1.1 0.1 1.2 .568 21.7 

Henry Ellenson $1,704,120 $1,780,800 $1,857,480 $2,856,804 $4,053,805 $8,199,204 19 7.5 7.7 3.2 -0.4 0.2 -5.8 -2.4 -8.2 .444 24.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Andre Drummond $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,019 $28,751,775 $127,171,313 81 20.9 29.7 13.6 1.4 5.3 -2.1 2.9 0.8 .518 22.4 

Aron Baynes $6,500,000     $6,500,000 72 13.1 15.5 4.9 1.4 1.5 -2.9 1.1 -1.8 .570 14.1 

Boban Marjanovic $7,000,000 $7,000,000 $7,000,000   $21,000,000 35 29.6 8.4 5.5 1.2 0.5 1.0 -0.9 0.1 .606 25.3 
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Contract notes: 
 
Andre Drummond: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
  
 
  

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

 
 

Combined total: $107,901,937 

Proximity to cap: $13,758,937 over 

Proximity to tax: $5,385,063 under  

Contract notes: 
 
Darrun Hiliard: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 1st, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Michael Gbinije: Only $500,000 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until July 
15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched (thus counts 
as $166,667 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Andre Drummond: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
  
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $94,649,821 
  
  

Cap holds: 
 
All free agents renounced. 
Luke Kennard (#12 pick): $2,759,280 

  
  

Available Exceptions: 
  
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
  

Combined total: $109,105,101 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Darrun Hiliard: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Michael Gbinije: Only $500,000 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until 
July 15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Andre Drummond: Has an 8% trade kicker. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $97,267,147 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope: $9,195,798 
Aron Baynes: $8,450,000 
Reggie Bullock: $5,639,110 
Beno Udrih: $1,471,382 
Luke Kennard (#12 pick): $2,759,280 
  
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
Combined total: $136,478,717 

Proximity to cap: $37,478,717 over 

Proximity to tax: $21,732,853 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
None. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2019 second round pick from Portland, Cleveland, Houston or Orlando; no protection. 

Cleveland traded its 2019 second round pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 
2019 second round pick to New York in a separate deal. New York then traded the right to 
swap 2019 second round picks with Orlando, meaning Orlando could swap its own pick with 
either of those. In another deal, Orlando also traded for Portland’s 2019 second round pick, 
and in yet another deal, they agreed to trade to Detroit whichever was least favourable of 
either (A) the Portland pick, or (B) the most favourable of the other three. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2017 second round pick to Utah; no protection. #42 overall. 
2019 second round pick to Boston; no protection. 
2020 second round pick to Sacramento; no protection. 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Luke Kennard (#12) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Not likely to have cap room. It would take a cost cutting more. The team could ever so slightly 

dip under through renouncements, yet not by an amount that would be more useful than just 

getting all the renounceable parts, as seen below. 

 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-

ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). The MLE is better than this. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax thresh-

old), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to 

four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years 

(maximum 5% raises), potentially some expiring salary depending on the statuses of Johnson, 

Ellenson, Hilliard and Gbinije (all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the combined 

$2,783,993 unguaranteed salaries of Gbinije and Hilliard ($500,000 guaranteed for Gbinije; 

pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-

teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-

teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 

However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 

therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Caldwell-Pope and Bullock can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum 

salary for up to five years. Baynes can be signed and traded to a contract starting at 175% of his 

previous salary (i.e. $11.375 million) for up to four years. Udrih can be signed and traded to a 

contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC 

applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over 

the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not likely be 

any cap space. 

• Marcus Morris will be eligible for a veteran extension. Hilliard will be eligible after July 20th. Har-
ris will be eligible after July 14th. 
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C, 6’11, 279lbs, 23 years old, 5 years of experience 

Still hugely inefficient in the post, and although the passing out of it has slightly improved, the predictability and touch has not. Nor has the foul stroke, which remains under 40%. More worryingly, the defence is in-
creasingly less aggressive, letting shots go uncontested in favour of rebounds and not getting to where he needs to be on perimeter action. He is plenty capable of such, but looks somewhat dejected at times.  Still 
young and extremely durable, but also now very expensive, and needs to make more improvements than he has done in years prior. Particularly defensively, where he could be somewhat dominant. Could be a 
foundation piece going forward still, certainly, but could also be worth cashing in on depending on the trade market. 

PF, 6’10, 228lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

His year-on, year-off three-point stroke had the year off, which hopefully means it will be back next year. It truly disappeared during the final stretch of the season, and Leuer’s confidence looked shot. Despite his 
solid all-around game, his headiness, his cuts and his mid-ranger, the stretch part of his game is going to be the most important in the team context. The teams wants to play four out but has no high quality shooters 
with which to do so. Leuer needs to be one, be it as a starter or a key bench player. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Durable and an occasional isolation scorer, who has improved as a spot-up three point shooter, all the while trying to do too much offensively, especially early in the clock. Morris could be an exceptional role player, 
playing decent defence on both forward positions while spotting up, cutting and occasionally doing some work off the dribble, if he can just stop trying to do too much. In his defence, someone had to do something 
offensively. But this doesn’t mean he should so freely stop the ball. 

SG, 6’5, 205lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

It would heavily benefit KCP if the players around him had been more willing and able to share the ball. Despite improvements in his ability to handle the ball and drive close-outs, he is always going to be better at 
being an off-the-ball, opportunistic offensive player, which relies upon a moving ball (and his own catch-and-shoot efficiency needs to be better). The same applies on defence, where he should be pretty good on 
both guard positions, but is merely average due to a team defence that seems to struggle for communication. Moreover, though, all areas of his game are markedly inconsistent. If he is retained, improvements must 
continue. 

PG/SG, 6’3, 208lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Frustrating and poor year for a man given the opportunity to be “the guy” in an NBA offence, but who does not appear capable of being so. A lingering knee injury didn’t help, as it clearly robbed him of some of the 
athleticism and speed that made him such a prospect, yet Jackson did not tailor his play to match, maintaining an extremely high usage rate, taking the lion’s share of the ball, driving as much as he can without be-
ing able to make the shots any longer. Combined with being an ineffective defender and without ever showing much in the way of passing vision or willingness, Jackson is thus an inefficient scorer whose team of-
fense is his own offence. Sorely in need of a bounce-back year. 
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C, 6’10, 260lbs, 30 years old, 5 years of experience 

Rebounding and usage rates went down, but still effective in his role - physical, aggressive, screener, fouler, occasional finisher. Baynes is annoying, which is a virtue, and while his inabilities to shoot, dribble or 
catch will keep him at the backup level, he is plenty solid in it. An important counter-punch to Drummond. 

PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 24 years old, 6 years of experience 

Worked a nice two-man game with Smith to lead the team in scoring, as well as in scoring efficiency for non-centres, while only being third in both minutes and usage rate. Played even better from the bench, becom-
ing far more efficient from all areas while picking up the pace, and showing himself to certainly be the best offensive player on the team, able to shoot, post, run and handle. Benching Harris may have helped re-
balance the rotation, but this does not mean he did anything to deserve it. 

SF, 6’7, 245lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Johnson struggled markedly on offence as a rookie yet has only slumped further on that end as a sophomore. A poor finisher from all areas, Johnson has no role on the offensive end, not even as regular clean-up; 
he is unreliable as a slasher, unused as a transition possibility on a slow team, and far behind the curve for a wing player in terms of his ball handling skills. The defence is better, but Johnson was not drafted to be a 
specialist. 

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Hillard’s sophomore year was a big step back from his rookie year. Given the exact same role and the exact same minutes, he gave the exact opposite performance, losing his shooting stroke from outside, throwing 
the ball away bizarrely regularly and committing fouls at a far higher foul rate. The three-and-D potential remains, but the results do not, and the time for rookie jitters is passed. At this point, he has lost his place to 
Bullock. 

PG, 6’0, 175lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

Although he should not be a starter, Smith did a decent job of trying to be one, posting only the second 100+ offensive rating season of his career and attacking the opponent despite some of the vastly one-sided 
match-ups he faced. A pleasant change of pace (literally, in the sense that he was the rare quick guy on a slow team; figuratively, in light of his style of play versus Jackson’s), Smith is only ever going to be a career 
backup, and a limited one until such day as the shot comes good, which it is starting to look like it never will. But as a speedster and aggressive defender – including 33 blocks this year! – Smith is in the right place, 
with a hopefully-not-prohibitive cost. 
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C, 7’3, 290lbs, 28 years old, 2 years of experience 

Marjanovic is the best third string centre in the league and befitting of more than he has. His per minutes are ridiculous, and, notwithstanding legitimate arguments about the quality of those minutes, the quality of 
opposition he played against in the majority of them, and the limitations in his pure-post game that they mask, he deserves more. Marjanovic is a horse, an unguardable horse, who cannot be stopped from getting 
position at the basket and who makes the shots once he get there. The fact that he cannot step out of the paint on the other end does not negate that. Marjanovic will never realise his true value if he remains stuck 
as a third stringer, and if they keep him behind Baynes, neither will Detroit. 

PF/C, 6’11 245lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Time is on his side, yet this was a slow start for Ellenson, who right now is a stretch big who cannot stretch the floor. Ellenson shot poorly in his few NBA minutes, shot poorly on his D-League assignment, and shot 
poorly during his brief college career. The projectability is there, especially given his ability to also put the ball on the floor and capitalise on the shooting, yet the range itself is not. Any decision on Ellenson’s future is 
thus dependent upon how he responds to two or three years of intense skills development. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 205lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

A late flurry saw Bullock win the role as the team’s best three-point shooter, as well as occasional cutter. In Detroit, although the role is limited and injuries a factor, Bullock found the stability he did not have in his 
first two seasons, and was able to prove both some immediate worth and some potential as a three-and-D player. But that is not to say he proved very much. Still unable to take a dribble against any kind of pressure 
and struggling with screens on defence, Bullock is a fringe rotation player, whose shots will keep him relevant (especially if he stays on the Pistons), but who needs to continue to improve to cement his NBA place. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 200lbs, 25 years old, 1 year of experience 

The 32 NBA minutes were unproductive and thoroughly uninsightful as a sample size, but the 12 D-League games are somewhat useful, and definitely worrying. The fact that he will be a role player as opposed to a 
focal offensive player no matter what league he plays in does not in itself explain a very mediocre performance with the Drive, in which he was largely a non-factor in the half-court offence. Now aged 25, with his one 
professional season to date being filled with injuries and struggles against what are supposed to be lesser players, Gbinije does not look like an NBA player.  

PG, 6’3, 205lbs, 34 years old, 13 years of experience 

Very effective in his limited role, and a good bounce-back campaign. When the team needed some stability from the point guard spot, Udrih provided it in the most unflashy ways possible, managing his second high-
est true shooting percentage in the  last six years as well as posting his best annual turnover rate in that same time span. As priorities go, the third string point  guard spot is low, but as third string point guards go, 
Udrih is a good one. His stable hand could be further beneficial going forward based on the outcome of the Jackson situation. 

PISTONS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1226
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3028
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1975
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2454
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=361


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Good Pieces 

 Tobias Harris: Two years for $30.8 million remaining. The contract declines, which could 

give him very good value at the upcoming deadline if his play from this season sustains. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Andre Drummond: Four years and circa $105 million remaining on his max contract. It is 

not a pay packet he has yet justified. Needs a breakout year. 

 Boban Marjanovic: Two years remaining at $7 million each. Worthy of more minutes that 

he will probably never get here. Should be a full-time backup somewhere, not a gimmick. No 

idea if the trade market will reflect that - probably not - yet he is a luxury who will become 

very valuable if the durable Baynes/Drummond pairing gets injured. 

 Jon Leuer: Three years and circa $30 million remaining. His contract declines as the MLE 

will grow, making  his contract essentially an MLE sized one in the back end, at which point, 

if he is still solid by then, he will have good value on the market. 

 Aron Baynes: Has declined a player option for $6.5 million. If he were to re-sign at that 

price, having him and Marjanovic means spending a combined $13.5 million spent on back-

up centre. Baynes fulfils an important role for a good price, but money is tight, so ought both 

stay? 

 Kentavious Caldwell-Pope: Entering restricted free agency and not worthy of more than 

MLE money, although he might get it in an offer sheet in a volatile market. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Reggie Jackson: Three years and circa $51 million remaining. After a very poor last year, 

his value will be low, and it is not worth dealing him low. But if he can redeem it in the up-

coming season, he may be worth dealing down the road for a player that is a better fit in the 

Van Gundy offence. 

 Ish Smith: Two years at $6 million each remaining. Good price for a backup, and a 

decent backup he is; nevertheless, a veteran backup point guard is almost always go-

ing to be a trade chip where possible. 

 Marcus Morris: Two years and $10,375,000 remaining, which is very good value for 

his contribution. He should nonetheless be considered tradeable given his age, limited 

production and fit. 

 Stanley Johnson: Two rookie scale years remaining, yet progress is minimal. Would 

not be averse to taking a first round pick for him if one is floating around - then again, 

given the struggles thus far, there might not be. 
 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Reggie Bullock: Expiring rookie scale deal, thus potential a restricted free agent. Has 

not merited much if anything beyond the minimum salary, however, and  the drug sus-

pension is not going to drive the market any higher. Minimum salary candidate but his 

shooting is only of use if he can get on the court. 

 Henry Ellenson: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Needs intense skills 

development, then some minutes to see if it worked. 

 Beno Udrih: Expiring one year minimum salary contract. Worthy of another depending 

on how other moves shake out.  

 

Fringe 

 Darrun Hilliard: Unguaranteed minimum salary until July 1st (de facto team option), 

final year. Poor season, but with tax not likely to be a factor, might be worth keeping 

for one more season of evaluation.  

 Michael Gbinije: Unguaranteed minimum salary until July 15th, then an actual team 

option for 2018/19. Not an NBA player. Will have to show an awful lot in summer 

league. 

PISTONS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1773
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1835
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1226
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1579
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1276
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2021
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1774
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1384
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1306
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2684
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1975
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3028
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=361
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2670
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2454


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Offensive efficiency 
Third last in three-point shooting and last in free throws per shot attempt, the Pistons last 
year were a two-point shooting team, taking a high volume of mid-rangers and awkward 
looks at the basket without the efficiency to get away with it.  
 

Outside shooting 
As above. The only above average shooter is Bullock, who barely played and who is a 
free agent. Leuer and Morris have stretch potential as forwards that they have not real-
ised, while Jackson and Caldwell-Pope have never been as good at it as they need to 
be.  
 

Getting to the line 
Also as above. Not even getting the Hack-A-Drummond any more. Harris, Morris and 
KCP all avoid the line, while for all his time spent inside the arc with the ball in his hands, 
Jackson does not get there much without his explosion. There are no aggressive rim-
attackers on the team, nor contact sellers; even from the bench, Smith and Johnson 
would rather stay outside, and Leuer would rather float on the baseline than attack trees. 
 

Pace 
Given the season-long struggles in the half court, it should follow that picking up the 
pace and playing more in transition would be suited to a team that needs efficient points 
(and which, in the forms of Smith, Johnson and Drummond, should have some of the 
personnel to get out well). However, ranking only 22nd in pace, this was not a big part of 
the offence when perhaps it could be. 

 

The Jackson situation 
If Jackson is to be the point guard of the future, he will have to get healthier and play a 
lot better. If he is not, he is not going to be readily tradeable. And until either of these 
things becomes true, he is going to have to pick his energy and morale up. 

Ball movement and energy 

The ball stuck too often, be it with Jackson on the perimeter, Morris’s sometimes unnecessary 
isolations or with Drummond in the post. The energy and player movement were also sporad-
ic, on both ends. 

 

Harmony 

Related to both of the above. Having mid-season players-only meetings and rumours of dis-
cord is not a good sign. No one seemed to enjoy last season. 

\ 

Internal growth 

Aside from incremental improvements by Caldwell-Pope, the hope that Ellenson becomes 
more Chris Bosh than Mike Muscala, and the potential Drummond still carries around with 
him, there is not a lot of room for internal growth on the team, unless Johnson suddenly snaps 
into life. Rumours of trading the 2017 first round pick for a veteran will not help in this regard. 

 

Salary forecast 

The big contract handed to Drummond last season, along with deals for Baynes, Marjanovic 
and Leuer, created a fairly clogged salary cap projection for the next two seasons despite 
having only 37 wins to show for it. 

 

Transition defence 

While the half court defence was fairly decent all year, transition defence was not, which per-
haps speaks to the problems of communication, energy and camaraderie touched upon 
above. 
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Record: 67-15 (first seed) 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .228% (18th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .749 (29th) 

Total rebounding rate: .505% (9th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .563 (1st)   
Defensive eFG%: .485 (1st) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.2% (22nd) 

Defensive TO percentage: 13.5% (8th)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .204 (21st) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .198 (11th)  

Points per game: 115.9 (1st) 
Opponents ppg: 104.3 (11th) 
Pace: 99.8 (4th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 115.6 (1st)  
Defensive Rating: 104.0 (2nd) 

Average age: 28.1 (5th oldest) 
Average experience: 7.9 years 

Three-point shooting: 38.3% (3rd) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 32.4% (1st) 

Head Coach: Steve Kerr 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kevin Durant $26,540,100     $26,540,100 62 27.6 33.4 25.1 8.0 4.0 5.4 2.6 8.0 .651 27.8 

Klay Thompson $16,663,575 $17,826,150 $18,988,725   $53,478,450 78 17.4 34.0 22.3 4.2 2.9 2.4 -2.1 0.3 .592 26.1 

Draymond Green $15,330,435 $16,400,000 $17,469,565 $18,539,130  $67,739,130 76 16.5 32.5 10.2 2.8 5.4 0.4 5.0 5.4 .522 16.2 

Stephen Curry $12,112,359     $12,112,359 79 24.6 33.4 25.3 8.6 3.9 7.7 -0.4 7.3 .624 30.1 

Andre Iguodala $11,131,368     $11,131,368 76 14.4 26.3 7.6 4.1 2.9 1.3 1.7 3.0 .624 11.2 

Shaun Livingston $5,782,450     $5,782,450 76 10.1 17.7 5.1 1.1 1.6 -2.5 0.5 -2.0 .568 12.9 

Zaza Pachulia $2,898,000     $2,898,000 70 16.1 18.1 6.1 2.2 2.5 -0.3 3.0 2.7 .588 15.3 

Kevon Looney $1,182,840 $1,471,382 $2,227,081 $3,340,622  $4,881,303 53 13.4 8.4 2.5 0.7 0.8 -1.4 1.7 0.3 .553 13.4 

Damian Jones $1,171,560 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,305,057 $3,457,586 $6,334,179 10 5.3 8.5 1.9 -0.1 0.1 -7.5 -2.1 -9.6 .466 13.4 

Ian Clark $980,431     $980,431 77 13.1 14.8 6.8 1.0 1.3 -0.6 -1.4 -2.0 .575 19.5 

James Michael McAdoo $980,431 $1,724,305    $980,431 52 13.0 8.8 2.8 0.3 0.8 -2.8 2.3 -0.5 .543 14.6 

JaVale McGee $980,431     $980,431 77 25.2 9.6 6.1 2.0 1.5 0.2 0.6 0.8 .642 23.8 

Anderson Varejao * $980,431     $980,431 14 9.4 6.6 1.3 0.0 0.1 -3.2 2.5 -0.6 .478 12.6 

David West $980,431     $980,431 68 16.6 12.6 4.6 0.9 1.7 -1.7 3.9 2.2 .571 17.9 

Jason Thompson * $945,126 $945,126 $945,126   $2,835,378 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Patrick McCaw $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 71 8.6 15.1 4.0 0.6 1.2 -1.6 -0.1 -1.7 .540 11.9 

Elliot Williams * $250,000     $250,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Matt Barnes $242,224     $242,224 20 10.7 20.5 5.7 0.3 0.6 -1.0 1.6 0.6 .569 13.1 

Briante Weber * $61,739     $61,739 7 5.9 6.6 1.7 -0.1 0.1 -6.9 0.7 -6.2 .392 17.2 

Briante Weber * $51,449     $51,449 7 5.9 6.6 1.7 -0.1 0.1 -6.9 0.7 -6.2 .392 17.2 

Elgin Cook * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Cameron Jones * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Scott Wood * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Phil Pressey * $35,000     $35,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $99,993,851 $39,267,880 $41,175,448 $20,844,187 $0 $201,281,366            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  

WARRIORS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=829
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1311
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1433
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1098
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=304
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=164
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=9
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2700
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3007
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2075
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1974
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=977
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=70
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=269
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=973
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2826
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1300
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=481
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2470
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2470
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2772
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1805
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2116
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1979


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Stephen Curry $12,112,359     $12,112,359 79 24.6 33.4 25.3 8.6 3.9 7.7 -0.4 7.3 .624 30.1 

Shaun Livingston $5,782,450     $5,782,450 76 10.1 17.7 5.1 1.1 1.6 -2.5 0.5 -2.0 .568 12.9 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Klay Thompson $16,663,575 $17,826,150 $18,988,725   $53,478,450 78 17.4 34.0 22.3 4.2 2.9 2.4 -2.1 0.3 .592 26.1 

Patrick McCaw $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 71 8.6 15.1 4.0 0.6 1.2 -1.6 -0.1 -1.7 .540 11.9 

Ian Clark $980,431     $980,431 77 13.1 14.8 6.8 1.0 1.3 -0.6 -1.4 -2.0 .575 19.5 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kevin Durant $26,540,100     $26,540,100 62 27.6 33.4 25.1 8.0 4.0 5.4 2.6 8.0 .651 27.8 

Andre Iguodala $11,131,368     $11,131,368 76 14.4 26.3 7.6 4.1 2.9 1.3 1.7 3.0 .624 11.2 

Matt Barnes $242,224     $242,224 20 10.7 20.5 5.7 0.3 0.6 -1.0 1.6 0.6 .569 13.1 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Draymond Green $15,330,435 $16,400,000 $17,469,565 $18,539,130  $67,739,130 76 16.5 32.5 10.2 2.8 5.4 0.4 5.0 5.4 .522 16.2 

David West $980,431     $980,431 68 16.6 12.6 4.6 0.9 1.7 -1.7 3.9 2.2 .571 17.9 

Kevon Looney $1,182,840 $1,471,382 $2,227,081 $3,340,622  $4,881,303 53 13.4 8.4 2.5 0.7 0.8 -1.4 1.7 0.3 .553 13.4 

James Michael McAdoo $980,431 $1,724,305    $980,431 52 13.0 8.8 2.8 0.3 0.8 -2.8 2.3 -0.5 .543 14.6 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Zaza Pachulia $2,898,000     $2,898,000 70 16.1 18.1 6.1 2.2 2.5 -0.3 3.0 2.7 .588 15.3 

JaVale McGee $980,431     $980,431 77 25.2 9.6 6.1 2.0 1.5 0.2 0.6 0.8 .642 23.8 

Damian Jones $1,171,560 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,305,057 $3,457,586 $6,334,179 10 5.3 8.5 1.9 -0.1 0.1 -7.5 -2.1 -9.6 .466 13.4 
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Contract notes: 
 
None. 
  
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

  

Combined total: $99,993,851 

Proximity to cap: $5,850,851 over 

Proximity to tax: $13,279,458 under  
 
(NB: the combined $113,188 salaries of Weber count as $126,879 for tax 
purposes) 

Contract notes: 
 
None. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $39,267,880 
  
  

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Seven roster charges of $815,615 each 
  
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $49,305,185 

Max cap room:  $54,022,815 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
None. 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $39,267,880 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Kevin Durant: $31,848,120 
Stephen Curry: $18,168,539 
Andre Iguodala: $16,697,052 
Shaun Livingston: $10,986,655 
Zaza Pachulia: $3,477,600 
James Michael McAdoo: $1,724,305 (QO; $1,471,382 if not QO 
offered) 
Matt Barnes: $1,471,382 
Ian Clark: $1,471,382 
JaVale McGee: $1,471,382 
David West: $1,471,382 
  
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
Combined total: $139,751,679 

Proximity to cap: $40,751,679 over 

Proximity to tax: $79,732,120 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 

 

Mladen Sekularac - 55th pick, 2002 
Long since retired. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 

2019 second round pick from Dallas; top 55 protected. If it is not conveyed, it is extin-
guished. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 

 

2018 second round pick to Denver; no protection. 

2019 second round pick to Dallas; no protection. Dallas can defer this pick to 2020 if they so 
choose. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Jordan Bell (#38) 

 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Could in theory have a load of cap room. Up to $54,022,815, potentially.  That would howev-

er mean the loss of a lot of quality, including Durant and Curry, which of course is the opposite 

of the plan (and also very unlikely).  

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-

ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). In reality, there will be none. 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 

threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 

up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 

years (maximum 5% raises), the $1,312,611 expiring salary of McCaw (potentially more de-

pending on the statuses of Looney and Jones, both with options), and the ability to sign and 

trade (see below). 

• Iguodala, Curry, McAdoo and Livingston can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up 

to the maximum salary for up to five years. Durant can be signed and traded to a contract start-

ing at 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $31,848,120) for up to four years. Pachulia can also be 

signed and traded to a contract starting at 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $3,477,600). Clark 

can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the average salary 

($8,826,300) for up to four years. McGee, West and Barnes can be signed and traded to a con-

tract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC ap-

plies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over 

the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not likely 

be any cap space. Should there ever be, Klay Thompson can do this after October 31st. 

• Thompson will also be eligible for a veteran extension then. 
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C, 6’11, 270lbs, 33 years old, 14 years of experience 

Best true shooting percentage of his 14 year career at ,588%, alongside his third best assist percentage, second best block percentage, best defensive BPM and joint second best VORP. Turns out it helps to be 
surrounded by elite talents. Knew what he was doing on the Kawhi Leonard foul. 

SF/PF/C, 6’7, 230lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

Three-point rate up, free throw rate down, three-point efficiency down, free throw efficiency up. Gave up some offensive and rebounding share, because of course he did, and countered with probably his best defen-
sive season yet. The idea that he could sabotage a team with his intensity, or whatever you wish to call it, has not yet happened. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 240lbs, 28 years old, 10 years of experience 

Not sure what I can say that has not already been said and that is not already known. Gave it a go here 

SG/SF, 6’7, 215lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Doing a wonderful job of single-handedly pointing out the limitations of the DBPM stat (cited liberally in this manifesto anyway) by recording the highest DBPM on his team despite how absolutely ridiculously good his 
man-t-man defence on opposing guards can be, and was against Kyrie Irving in the NBA Finals. Then again, this also speaks to the fact that he does less off-the-ball defensive work than the rest of his team. How 
much of that is by design, I leave to others to tell me.  

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

In lieu of a thought, here’s a fun fact; Curry has made the exact same number of three-pointers in the last two regular seasons alone (726) than Steve Kerr did in his entire 15 year career. Kerr did it more efficiently, 
however (726-1599 compared to 726-1675), so maybe he’s the better shooter after all. 
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C, 7’0, 270lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Kudos to McGee for finding the right team on which to rejuvenate his career, and in doing the right things to make it happen. Gone are the post touches and the occasional delusions of grandiosity away from the 
basket; instead, he stuck to what he did best, running opponents off the court, throwing himself at the glass, contesting everyone and everything, and using the gifts of spring and length that so few others have. And 
he couldn’t have done it much better. His pick-and-roll defence needs work still, but what a bounce-back season it was. 

PF, 6’9, 250lbs, 36 years old, 14 years of experience 

Who knew he was such a good passer? Recorded a 24.1% assist percentage having only once prior been above 16.8% in the previous 13 years, and while this was something that has been improving steadily 
throughout his career, this became his most important asset. West also posted a career high block percentage, again by quite some way, and shot 50.4% on the 16-23 feet two-pointers no one is supposed to be 
able to shoot 50%+ on. Can’t do much more than that as a role player. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 215lbs, 33 years old, 13 years of experience 

SG/SF, 6’7, 185lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

It was a pretty good season for McCaw, and certainly one better than the numbers suggest. He crescendoed towards the end of the year, earning quite a lot of trust for a second round rookie in the Warriors' very 
trusting rotation, having some good moments defensively and spotting up from outside at times. The Pat McCaw of a few years time, when he has grown stronger physically, more confident, and is consistently in 
better control of the ball, could be the defensively-minded point-forward-style complimentary player that every team could use. And even while that development is awaited, he still has offered some useful moments 
in the immediate term. 

Iguodala still does so many things for this or indeed any team that losing him would be a painful loss. Despite the fact that McCaw may grow into his role over time, offering much of the same things, not even favour-
able McCaw projections such as mine see him offering them quite to the standard Iguodala does, a star role player if ever there was one. However, if the enormous cost of keeping the team together is going to force 
the team's hand into losing someone of note, I argue that it should be Iguodala. His defence is impeccable, but the team with both Thompson and Green is the one that can afford to lose it. His transition game is very 
useful, but the Warriors could sign Bob Costas and still be able to get up and down the floor. And while his occasional scoring via spot-ups, cuts and the occasional off-the-dribble move reminiscent of his youth are 
still handy, they are not as vital as the others. Hopefully it needn't happen, but if someone has to go, the veteran backup small forward is the one. 

PG, 6’7, 192lbs, 31 years old, 13 years of experience 

Numbers dropped last year slightly on account of the Durant factor giving him even less time on the ball than before. Nevertheless, he still did the things he does - cuts, mid-rangers, random driving fall-aways, good 
team defence - as well as he has ever done them before. With seven healthy seasons in a row, Livingston may have a few more to go in him, but his contract is expiring at the wrong time. If he takes a discount, 
perfect. If not, then he is roughly sixth on the priority list. 
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C, 7’0, 245lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

The fifteenth and forgotten man, who did pretty well on assignment defending both the interior and the perimeter. The unremarkable finishing-only offensive game he showed in college continued in the D-League, yet 
it doesn’t really matter. If McGee is too expensive to bring back, Jones could perhaps step up in a 700 minute player, behind the Death Line-Up and either Zaza or Replacement Zaza as a more conventional post. If 
not, another year spent mostly on assignment is no bad thing. 

PF, 6’9 220lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Showing some passing vision in an unathletic package, Looney could be in-house replacement for West at some point. He is having far too many hip troubles for one so young, however. And going the entire season 
without hitting a single mid-range jump shot won’t cut it. 

PF, 6’9, 230lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

Shot 68.0% at the rim, almost all of them assisted, versus 30.9% on jump shots. Most importantly, this season, McAdoo improved his defence on the perimeter. An athletic forward, McAdoo should be a good defend-
er of other athletic forwards with his good mobility. The slight increase in minutes aired out his weaknesses, though; McAdoo still cannot shoot from mid-range, outside or the foul line, and his rebounding rate went 
down once again. He will not crack a rotation beyond the tenth or eleventh man role without shoring up these areas. 

SF, 6’7, 226lbs, 37 years old, 14 years of experience 

Came over late in the season to provide some wing defence, energy, athleticism (which is still in there even with all his years of experience) and spot-up shooting, but ultimately he wasn’t needed, McCaw does what 
Barnes does, and more, and will do it for longer.  

PG/SG, 6’3, 175lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

A capable and confident scorer who recorded consistent and important minutes on a championship team. Spot-up shooter and timely driver who could probably be a full-time reserve combo guard on any other team 
in the league. Probably the worst defensive player on the team, however. This is the perfect team to mask poor defence on, yet it was fairly apparently the case that he had to be hidden, which counts against any 
argument that he can take Livingston’s role should Livingston be too expensive to keep. 
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Keep At All Costs 

 Kevin Durant: Has declined a $27,734,405 player option for 2017/18 he had little rea-

son to exercise, and sounds committed to re-signing. Re-signing him costs what it costs. 

It will be a lot, especially in conjunction with the below and the more punitive tax penal-

ties. But this is what that amount is for. Any discounts would be welcome, but Durant is 

not the one to lose or scrimp on. 

 Stephen Curry: Expiring $12,112,359 contract who definitely requires the full beans in 

light of the bargain he has been for the last few years. 

 Klay Thompson: Two years remaining at circa. $37.8 million. For a player who never 

passes, he’s damn good. 

 

Keep At A Large Cost 

 Draymond Green: Three years remaining at circa. $52.4 million left on this deal. Should 

it ever need to be moved, it is very movable. But there is no need for it to be moved. 

 Andre Iguodala: Expiring $12,112,359 contract. Of all of the front five, should one abso-

lutely have to walk to keep costs down, Iguodala could be the one. He does a lot for the 

team, of course, but is also the oldest and the least vital. With this in mind, maybe he 

can be convinced to take a discount. 

 

Keep At A Small Cost 

 JaVale McGee: Expiring minimum salary. Was so ridiculously effect at what he did that 

he can rightfully command more than that, and may get bigger offers on the open mar-

ket. Both parties surely know, though, that this the best situation for both his abilities and 

his enjoyment. His non-Bird rights are enough for $2,794,382 next year, which hopefully 

is enough. 

 David West: Expiring minimum salary. As above. Unless he wants to make some of his 

$12.6 million back. 

 Patrick McCaw: One more year at the minimum salary, guaranteed. Keep, play, 

and maybe he can take Iguodala’s place down the line, if not to that level. 

 James Michael McAdoo: Expiring minimum salary contract. Not worthy of much 

more than that, but worthy of that. 

 Shaun Livingston: Expiring $5,782,450 contract. If he could re-sign for much the 

same, that would be a gift, but if he can get closer to the eight figure mark on the 

open market - the last chance to earn big he may ever have - then perhaps he 

ought to walk. 

 Zaza Pachulia: Expiring $2,898,000 salary. If he won’t re-sign for much the same 

or a small increase, then perhaps another ring-chasing big will instead. Nene, for 

example. 

 Ian Clark: Expiring minimum salary. Has now completed four years on the mini-

mum salary and probably out to get his somewhere someday soon. If he gets 

something between the taxpayer and non-taxpayer MLE amounts on the open mar-

ket, then it becomes a choice of he or Livingston, rather than both. 

 

Could Take It Or Leave It, Really 

 Matt Barnes: Expiring minimum salary. Pretty much done, however. 

 Kevon Looney: Two years of rookie scale salary left, but so cheap that next year 

he is only going to count as the minimum. Might as well leave him there, then. 

 Damian Jones: Three years of rookie scale salary left, but one so long he will 

count against the cap for the minimum salary in each of the next two seasons. No 

obvious role going forward unless he develops enough to take either McGee or Pa-

chulia’s spot, yet also no reason to move him. 
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Keeping it all together 

It’s all been great, but greatness costs money. And with an awful lot of contracts expiring 

this summer simultaneously, the next month could cost ownership half a billion dollars. It 

cannot and should not be relied upon for the players up for contract renewal to take pay 

cuts; one or two may have to be allowed to leave on the open market, then, if the bank 

balance is not unlimited. 

 

Post scoring, maybe? 

For all his strengths as a little-things post presence, Pachulia has always been an ineffi-

cient scorer around the basket, while McGee does it with a running start rather than con-

sistently with post touches. Draymond Green stays out of the post on offence now, and 

while Durant can do it, he needn’t.  

 

Carelessness, maybe? 

Golden State’s 13.2% turnover percentage was 22nd in the league. 

 

Defensive rebounding, maybe? 

The Warriors’ defensive rebounding rate of .749% ranked second last in the league, and 

the offensive rebounding rate of .228% ranked only 19th. How those two things com-

bined for a total rebounding rate of .505% and ninth in the league, I am not sure; perhaps 

it had something to do with their excellent rates of rebounding in traffic. Still, the nit-pick 

is hereby included anyway. 

 

Physicality on the interior 

Apparently. Can’t say I see the problem personally, but there we go. 

 

Kevon Looney’s hip 

[Just wanted to see how far I could reach.] 

 

That’s about it, though 

They protect the rim well, protect the perimeter well, have multiple options who can score 

in isolation, are deadly in transition, cut more than anyone else, shoot better than anyone 

else, dominate on both ends, and did not have any hierarchic what-to-do-in-the-clutch 

moments beyond about January. If there are flaws with this team then I just don’t know 

enough about basketball to identify them.  
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2nd June 2017: Kevin Durant came to Golden State to play in Finals, and that's what he did - GiveMeSport 

18th May 2017: Overcoming the Kawhi Leonard conundrum - GiveMeSport 

16th April 2017: Golden State and Portland recorded almost identical post-All Star game records, but only one of them has 

more in reserve - GiveMeSport 

23rd October 2016: Golden State and Green's current situation has many similarities to San Antonio and LaMarcus Aldridge - 

GiveMeSport 
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Record: 55-27 (third seed) 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .246% (10th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .758 (21st) 

Total rebounding rate: .502% (14th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .545 (3rd)   
Defensive eFG%: .519 (21st) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.3% (24th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.2% (11th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .233 (2nd) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .194 (8th)  

Points per game: 115.3 (2nd) 
Opponents ppg: 109.6 (26th) 
Pace: 100.0 (3rd) 
 

Offensive Rating: 114.7 (2nd)  
Defensive Rating: 109.0 (18th) 

Average age: 26.4 (12th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.7 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.7% (15th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.3% (4th) 

Head Coach: Mike D’Antoni 
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

James Harden $26,540,100 $28,299,399 $30,421,854 $32,703,493  $117,964,846 81 27.3 36.4 29.1 11.5 3.6 8.7 1.5 10.1 .613 34.2 

Ryan Anderson $18,735,364 $19,578,455 $20,421,546 $21,264,635  $80,000,000 72 13.5 29.4 13.6 4.0 1.1 1.8 -2.6 -0.8 .583 17.9 

Eric Gordon $12,385,665 $12,943,020 $13,500,375 $14,057,730  $52,886,790 75 13.1 31.0 16.2 2.5 1.4 1.0 -2.4 -1.4 .557 22.1 

Trevor Ariza $7,806,971 $7,420,912    $15,227,883 80 12.3 34.7 11.7 2.8 3.2 0.7 1.0 1.7 .548 14.1 

Lou Williams $7,000,000 $7,000,000    $14,000,000 23 15.4 25.7 14.9 0.8 0.4 -0.1 -2.5 -2.6 .547 25.3 

Patrick Beverley $6,000,000 $5,513,514 $5,027,028   $16,540,542 67 13.0 30.7 9.5 2.9 2.4 0.8 1.5 2.3 .546 14.1 

Nene $2,898,000     $2,898,000 67 18.9 17.9 9.1 2.5 1.6 -0.4 .0.9 0.5 .630 19.7 

Sam Dekker $1,720,560 $1,794,600 $2,760,095 $3,916,575  $6,275,255 77 13.0 18.4 6.5 1.9 1.2 -0.4 -0.6 -1.1 .549 14.9 

Marcelinho Huertas * $1,500,000     $1,500,000 - - -  - - - - - - - 

Clint Capela $1,296,240 $2,334,528 $3,429,422   $3,630,768 65 21.4 23.9 12.6 3.9 2.1 0.0 1.0 1.0 .638 19.9 

Pablo Prigioni * $1,050,961     $1,050,961 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Montrezl Harrell $1,045,000 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,516,382 58 19.2 18.3 9.1 3.1 1.0 0.8 0.2 0.9 .662 17.6 

Bobby Brown $680,534 $1,724,305    $680,534 25 10.8 4.9 2.5 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -6.1 -7.6 .509 22.7 

Chinanu Onuaku $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 5 12.3 10.4 2.8 0.1 0.1 -2.4 1.8 -0.6 .799 10.4 

Gary Payton II * $543,471     $543,471 - - -  - - - - - - - 

Kyle Wiltjer $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 14 6.7 3.1 0.9 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 0.0 -4.0 .437 19.1 

Isaiah Taylor $255,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,112,552 4 0.3 13.0 0.8 -0.1 0.0 -6.4 -0.1 -6.6 .190 6.4 

Bobby Brown * $253,759     $253,759 25 10.8 4.9 2.5 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -6.1 -7.6 .509 22.7 

Troy Williams $150,000 $1,512,611    $150,000 6 12.8 23.2 9.7 0.2 0.1 0.4 -2.1 -1.7 .616 16.2 

Isaiah Taylor * $50,000     $50,000 4 0.3 13.0 0.8 -0.1 0.0 -6.4 -0.1 -6.6 .190 6.4 

Troy Williams * $31,969     $31,969 6 12.8 23.2 9.7 0.2 0.1 0.4 -2.1 -1.7 .616 16.2 

Total Salaries: $91,030,536 $90,293,643 $75,220,800 $68,025,858 $0 $324,570,837            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  

ROCKETS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1133
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=980
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=968
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=270
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=312
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1196
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=99
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2481
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1524
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2232
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1089
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2235
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=873
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3002
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2871
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1904
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2787
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=873
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2735
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2787
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2735


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Patrick Beverley $6,000,000 $5,513,514 $5,027,028   $16,540,542 67 13.0 30.7 9.5 2.9 2.4 0.8 1.5 2.3 .546 14.1 

Bobby Brown $680,534 $1,724,305    $680,534 25 10.8 4.9 2.5 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -6.1 -7.6 .509 22.7 

Isaiah Taylor $255,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,112,552 4 0.3 13.0 0.8 -0.1 0.0 -6.4 -0.1 -6.6 .190 6.4 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

James Harden $26,540,100 $28,299,399 $30,421,854 $32,703,493  $117,964,846 81 27.3 36.4 29.1 11.5 3.6 8.7 1.5 10.1 .613 34.2 

Eric Gordon $12,385,665 $12,943,020 $13,500,375 $14,057,730  $52,886,790 75 13.1 31.0 16.2 2.5 1.4 1.0 -2.4 -1.4 .557 22.1 

Lou Williams $7,000,000 $7,000,000    $14,000,000 23 15.4 25.7 14.9 0.8 0.4 -0.1 -2.5 -2.6 .547 25.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Trevor Ariza $7,806,971 $7,420,912    $15,227,883 80 12.3 34.7 11.7 2.8 3.2 0.7 1.0 1.7 .548 14.1 

Sam Dekker $1,720,560 $1,794,600 $2,760,095 $3,916,575  $6,275,255 77 13.0 18.4 6.5 1.9 1.2 -0.4 -0.6 -1.1 .549 14.9 

Troy Williams $150,000 $1,512,611    $150,000 6 12.8 23.2 9.7 0.2 0.1 0.4 -2.1 -1.7 .616 16.2 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Ryan Anderson $18,735,364 $19,578,455 $20,421,546 $21,264,635  $80,000,000 72 13.5 29.4 13.6 4.0 1.1 1.8 -2.6 -0.8 .583 17.9 

Montrezl Harrell $1,045,000 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,516,382 58 19.2 18.3 9.1 3.1 1.0 0.8 0.2 0.9 .662 17.6 

Kyle Wiltjer $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 14 6.7 3.1 0.9 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 0.0 -4.0 .437 19.1 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Clint Capela $1,296,240 $2,334,528 $3,429,422   $3,630,768 65 21.4 23.9 12.6 3.9 2.1 0.0 1.0 1.0 .638 19.9 

Nene $2,898,000     $2,898,000 67 18.9 17.9 9.1 2.5 1.6 -0.4 .0.9 0.5 .630 19.7 

Chinanu Onuaku $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 5 12.3 10.4 2.8 0.1 0.1 -2.4 1.8 -0.6 .799 10.4 

ROCKETS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1196
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=873
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2787
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1133
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=968
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=312
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=270
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2481
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2735
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=980
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2235
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1904
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2232
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=99
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3002


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Contract notes: 
 
Lou Williams: Cannot be traded to L.A. Lakers until after the mora-
torium.  
 
James Harden: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
  
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

  

Combined total: $91,030,536 

Proximity to cap: $3,112,464 under 

Proximity to tax: $21,793,801 under  
 
(NB: Wiltjer’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes; Troy 
Williams’s $31,969 10-day contract counts as $57,672) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kyle Wiltjer: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 12th, thereaf-
ter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Isaiah Taylor: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the first day of 
the season, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
James Harden: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $87,668,421 
  
  

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
  
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $89,299,651 

Max cap room:  $9,700,349 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kyle Wiltjer: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 12th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Isaiah Taylor: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the first day of 
the season, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
James Harden: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
  
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $90,293,643 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Nene: $3,477,600 
Bobby Brown: $1,724,305 (QO; $1,471,382 if not QO offered) 
Troy Williams: $1,521,611 (QO; $1,312,611 if not QO offered) 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
 

Combined total: $108,713,159 

Proximity to cap: $9,713,159 over 

Proximity to tax: $28,388,815 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: Wiltjer and Taylor’s $1,312,611 contracts count as $1,471,382 for 
tax purposes) 

ROCKETS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Sergio Llull - 34th pick, 2009 
Absolutely could play in an NBA rotation, and everyone knows it. But as the reigning Euroleague 
MVP, as a legend in his homeland, and after the experience of Juan Carlos Navarro, why should 
he leave? 

 
Jon Diebler - 51st pick, 2011 

One of the world’s best shooters whose highly one dimensional game would nevertheless work on 
an NBA bench. 

 
Marko Todorovic - 45th pick, 2013 

Had a decent year with Khimki in the Eurocup, and a good player at the European level, but his 
NBA potential is harder to spot. Not a floor spacer, not a great athlete, not hugely strong, not huge-
ly skilled. Probably always going to be best where he is. 

 
Alessandro Gentile - 53rd pick, 2014 

Left Milan after five years for a short unsuccessful stint with Panathinaikos and a shorter, more un-
successful stint with Hapoel Jerusalem. Apparently open to a two-way contract, but this was a very 
poor year for him, and his already poor outside scoring got even worse. Needs a rebound year to 
fulfil power guard potential. 

 
Zhou Qi - 43rd pick, 2016 

His excellent CBA statistics were put into some worrying context with his Olympics performance. 
An agile four man with pick-and-pop, drive-on-closeouts potential, he is far too thin and unaccept-
ing of contact to be successful in the NBA as of right now, and given how thin his frame is, it’s un-
clear he ever will.  

 
Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 
2018 second round pick from Memphis, Miami or Charlotte; no protection. In separate deals, Mem-

phis acquired 2018 second round picks from Charlotte and Miami; in a third deal, they agreed to 
trade the least favourable of their three 2018 second round picks (including their own) to Houston. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2019 second round pick to New York, Orlando or Detroit; no protection. Cleveland traded its 2019 

second round pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 2019 second round pick to New 
York in a separate deal. New York then traded the right to swap 2019 second round picks with Or-
lando, meaning Orlando could swap its own pick with either of those. In another deal, Orlando also 
traded for Portland’s 2019 second round pick, and in yet another deal, they agreed to trade to De-
troit whichever was least favourable of either (A) the Portland pick, or (B) the most favourable of 
the other three. 

 

2017 Draft picks: Isaiah Hartenstein (#43) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Could in theory have a bit of cap room. Barring a trade, however, it would not be for much 
more than the exceptions they would have anyway. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-
ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). In reality, there will be none. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax thresh-
old), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to 
four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years 
(maximum 5% raises), the combined $18,226,822 expiring salary of Ariza, Capela, Harrell and 
Lou Williams (potentially more depending on the statuses of Beverley, Dekker, Onuaku, Wiltjer 
and Taylor, all with options and/or unguaranteed portions), the combined $2,625,222 unguaran-
teed salaries of Taylor and Wiltjer (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability 
to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Exception, 
lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level exception of 
$5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax payer MLE, it 
will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still send them).  

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed 
contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed 
salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). How-
ever, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, 
count the same as they would have done before. 

• Nene can be signed and traded to a contract starting at 120% of his previous salary (i.e. 
$3,477,600). Troy Williams and Brown can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maxi-
mum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years.  

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to T. Williams’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate veteran contracts. Ariza will be eligible after July 14th. 

• Ariza will also be eligible for a veteran extension, as will L. Williams and Beverley after July 9th. 
Harrell will be eligible after September 18th. Capela will be eligible for a rookie scale extension. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Venson Hamilton - 50th pick, 1999 
Long since retired. 

 
Serhiy Lishchuk - 49th pick, 2004 

Did not play this year, and, now aged 35, may be retired. Even if he is not, he is several years 
removed from his peak and no longer on the NBA radar. 

 
Axel Hervelle - 52nd pick, 2005 

Still an effective ACB defensive role player in the twilight of his career, but not an NBA factor. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 240lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

PF, 6’10, 240lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Anderson has this worrying habit of completely disappearing in the playoffs, and has had it his whole career. He did so again this season, at a time when, in the absence of Nene and the strength in depth up front of 
the opposing San Antonio Spurs, he was needed more than ever. The regular season Anderson is an important scorer, mostly from outside but also capable enough round the basket and on the increasingly rare 
post-fallaways (although as a Rocket, the threes volume was enormous and will remain so). He won't roll, but his pops are lethal, shooting more than 40% on threes on a very high volume. But when he's not doing 
threes, he's not doing much. And for whatever reason, in the playoffs, he becomes terminally streaky. 

Not only did he not struggle in his first year as a full-time starter, but he thrived in it. Capela's athleticism, rolling and running was the perfect compliment to Harden's ability to dissect and D'Antoni's spread offence, 
while his rebounding sustained what would otherwise be a team weakness, and his rim protection allowed for a four-out approach. He even added 15 points to his free throw percentage, up to a striking 53.1%, mak-
ing him one of the best 438 free-throw shooters in the league today. Capela is becoming a star role player, and if an extension can be signed for below his maximum amount, it is worth doing, because at his rate of 
growth and at this age, he will soon be a max-calibre player. (Note to Dwight Howard: if you played like this, you'd be so much better, so much more popular, and so much more desired by teams. This could have 
been you. But no, you wanted to be a post-up player.) 

SF, 6’8, 215lbs, 31 years old, 13 years of experience 

Finally getting some offensive help on the wing didn't bolster his own individual scoring efficiency any, yet the offensive numbers he puts up as a fourth option are far better than they were as a second or third option, 
despite being pretty much exactly the same. (If that makes sense.) He did however seem fresher-legged defensively, even if the metrics do not capture that especially will. On a team-friendly contract that will soon 
need renewing, all the while getting older, Ariza should be considered trade bait, unless he was partial to a particularly team-friendly extension. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 220lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

The idea he could double his assists total from 2015/16 seemed ludicrously far-fetched. Turns out it wasn't. Harden managed the point guard transition pretty seamlessly, his role to full-time point guard from primary 
playmaker necessitating subtle but important shifts in his usage, shifts perhaps best evidenced by his career-high 34.2% usage rate. He even tried a bit harder defensively, albeit still with the occasional rest posses-
sions that look so bad on YouTube. 

PG, 6’1, 185lbs, 28 years old, 5 years of experience 

An almost identical season to other Pat Beverley seasons, save for a spike in rebounding. Beverley filled his role as well as ever, and there is no reason to assume that will stop happening any time soon. But Bever-
ley has to want that. It appears he doesn't. And that's a shame, because the perfect parallel to a point guard-minded player in a shooting guard's body who you absolutely do not want to have to guard point guards 
full time [Harden] is a combo guard in a point guard's body who absolutely wants those same assignments. Beverley has it good here, and it's a shame if he doesn't see that. 
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C, 6’11, 250lbs, 34 years old, 15 years of experience 

Nearly stayed healthy, until the end. Shot his best true shooting percentage since 2011, as well as his best PER since that time, and posted his best block rate since 2012. Very solid season as a backup, physical 
and skilled, still with plenty left to offer. Although he is now to be a free agent, he would be a very good candidate to bring back and do the same thing once again. If he can stay healthy, of course, 

PF/C, 6’8, 240lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Played well whenever called upon, hustling, defending and finishing. Still a subpar rebounder for some reason, yet at least that went upwards, up to a 11.2% overall rebounding percentage on the season. An argua-
bly excessive focus on players who can stretch the floor however saw Harrell out of the rotation even when Nene was out, and even after Harrell proved that one with his physical profile and tenacity does not need a 
jump shot with range to contribute offensively. Still, if that is going to be a requirement for his future, the 11-24 shooting from 16 to 23 feet bodes well. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 230lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Added some decent depth at the shallowest position on the depth chart, rebounding the ball, finishing around the basket, and rarely turning it over. The spot-ups need work but should develop in due course. The 
free throw stroke is also poor and the defence unthreatening, but as a heady reserve and occasional small-ball four, Dekker has his uses. 

SG, 6’4, 215lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

A season of relentless three-point gunning and not much else from Gordon, shooting nearly nine threes a game and almost one every three minutes. 37.2% of them went in, relatively consistently, and amidst a rela-
tively healthy season for Gordon, whose 75 games played were the most since his rookie season. Gordon is worth his money if he guns up the shots this well, this often, in this many games. That said, if a big con-
tract is needed as the foundation for a deal for a star, this is probably the one, considering its size and Gordon's relative unreliability considering his injury history. For now, though, it's all good. 

PG, 6’3, 170lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Seems to have been more of a reward for a good season at the D-League affiliate more than a signing for the future, given that guards will not be needed at any time in the near future. Nevertheless, it was a good D
-League season for Taylor, who has NBA size and speed, showing good passing and shooting discipline with the Vipers. 
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C, 6’10, 245lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

In a very long D-League run-out, Onuaku showed he is a natural rebounder, a capable and efficient finisher around the basket if not a creator, and an intriguing shot blocker, who is going to commit a whole bunch of 
fouls and turnovers alone the way. This is fine from a bench player, especially one so young, and one with a .661% true shooting percentage. Has two more guaranteed seasons on his NBA contract and figures to 
be a rotation player by the end of them. 

PF, 6’10 240lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Shot 37.9% from three-point range on D-League assignment, yet also showed in that time that it really is his only projectable NBA skill. Not a rebounder, will struggle to defend the position, not a creator, just a spot-
up guy or a turnaround jump shot guy. Plays a bit like Ryan Anderson, but there is a big gap between Wiltjer and Anderson. He also is no longer young. 

SF, 6’7, 218lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Didn’t play much for the Rockets as a very late pick-up, However, between his short stint with the Rockets, his longer stint with the Clippers, his 33 games in the D-League and his three years at Indiana, it is not 
obvious what makes Williams an NBA player other than looking the part. Good size, great athleticism and defensive potential, with good energy, but with underdeveloped skills. Would benefit from a year of coaching 
to learn NBA defences if someone commits long term to him, but it is all a projection at this point. 

PG/SG, 6’1, 175lbs, 30 years old, 12 years of experience 

Absolutely fantastic in a fairly responsibility-free role with the Lakers to begin the season, then returned to Earth somewhat with the Rockets. On the season as a whole, shot 60.8% at the rim and 36.5% from three-
point range, not attempting a whole bunch in between, but was very inconsistent with the Rockets, and wasn’t so much a freelance offensive threat as he was an unreliable forcer of the issue. His shooting percent-
ages plummeted, and as always, he contributed little defensively. As a full season of work, it was a good year for Williams. The Rockets just got the lesser third. 

PG, 6’2, 175lbs, 32 years old, 3 years of experience 

Not much to make of a few garbage time three pointers, other than the fact that Brown obviously took every opportunity to do so that he could find. Has never been solid and dependable, and has always been a 
gunner with mixed results, occasionally very good results. But he didn’t have much of a role in the first place, and the arrival of Williams just took the one he had. 
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Building Blocks 
 

 James Harden: Three years and circa. $91.4 million. The hub of everything. 

 

Good Pieces 
 

 Clint Capela: One year of rookie scale salary remaining, and extension eligible this sum-

mer. Could command quite a lot on the open market 

 Lou Williams: One year and $7 million remaining. There will not be resale value going for-

ward, nor has he quite achieved what he was brought in to do. Williams should thus be re-

tained, allowed to shoot, encouraged to pass to the crowd less, and see what happens. 

 Patrick Beverley: Two years and a combined $10,540,542 remaining, the last year of which 

is not fully guaranteed. Beverley is a key role player and defensive guard on a team that 

lacks for players who can keep opponents out of the paint. But only if he wants that. If he 

does not want to be here, he will surely command some trade value, but it would be a 

shame. 

 

Decent Pieces 
 

 Nene: Expiring $2,898,000 contract. A useful player who, if no cap space is pursued, can 

hopefully be re-signed for the $3,477,600 his non-Bird rights can pay him, although it is duly 

noted that this would be a discount. Failing that, if the cap room route is gone done, Nene is 

a room MLE candidate. It is of note that Harrell and Onuaku are waiting in the wings, howev-

er. 

 Sam Dekker: Two years of rookie scale contract remaining. Keep, and actually use him in 

the playoffs next time. 

 Eric Gordon: Three years and circa. $40.5 million remaining, with no options. Gordon is a 

good player in the best situation for his new style of play, on a contract that is not prohibitive. 

It is hard to imagine him making it to the end of the fourth season, though; as of next offsea-

son, this will become a very tradeable deal. 

 Ryan Anderson: Three years and circa. $61.265 million remaining, with no options. It 

is said that the team is trying to move Anderson’s contract in order to open up signifi-

cant cap space. Perhaps attaching the next player listed to it will help with that; it is 

 Montrezl Harrell: One guaranteed minimum salary season remaining. If he is not used 

to grease the wheels on a trade, he will be a quality back-up; if he is not used, he will 

be a quality back-up that might sneak under the free agency radar. If Nene is brought 

back, Harrell will have less chance to play; if he is not played, however, that’s a mis-

take. 

 

Trade Chips 
 

 Chinanu Onuaku: Two guaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining. In a similar 

situation as Harrell, albeit one spot further down the depth chart and with much less 

proven. 

 Trevor Ariza: One year and $7,420,912 remaining. As he declines, he may be able to 

be re-signed for a smaller deal - however, given his already team-friendly contract and 

decent play on both ends, he also may have value on the market as well as to his 

team. 

 

Fringe 

 Kyle Wiltjer: One unguaranteed minimum salary season remaining. Has not shown he 

is worthy of sticking around for it. 

 Isaiah Taylor: Two un guaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining. May have 

more of a projectable role if Beverley leaves, but has not won a spot. 

 Bobby Brown: Expiring minimum salary contract. Seems moot with Williams now in 

the rotation, not that he had much to do anyway.  

 Troy Williams: Expiring $150,000 contract with a minimum salary cap hold. A candi-

date for the Vipers, perhaps on a two-way contract, but not an NBA player at this 

stage.  
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Late game woes 

Much like he does in the first 44 minutes, Harden chooses to try and do every-

thing in late-game situations, yet the results are worse. The same things that 

work so well prior work less well when defences become more urgent, and yet 

there is not a lot else to go to outside to the Harden, Capela and shooters option 

that got the game to that point. Harden’s individual decision-making and urgency 

at the end of games could stand to improve, yet he also needs that second play-

er who can take their turns. 

 

The fabled Second Star 

Related to the above, the Harden + 4 formula works very well to get the team to 

this point, but the upside of it is limited. Whether Harden likes it or not, and not-

withstanding how difficult it can be to acquire, a second star is needed. 

 

Rebounding 

Since the turn of the new year, the team’s rebounding numbers fell away. Finish-

ing 14th in the league overall in total rebounding percentage as a full year’s body 

of work is not bad, yet the defensive rebounding rate of 21st speaks to the prob-

lems clearing the glass. Combined with the transition defence mentioned above, 

the two saw the team yield a large number of high percentage opportunities that 

negated an otherwise pretty solid half-court defence. 

 

Transition defence 

Casting up this many threes facilitates transition opportunities for the opponents, 

yet even in knowing that, the team can be caught looking here. Replacing How-

ard with a quicker line-up helped, yet it remains a weakness for the team. 

Turnovers and Harden’s workload 

The Rockets were 24th in turnover percentage, and while Harden was the primary culprit (and 

with his large turnover numbers being a fairly acceptable by-product of his aggression and of-

fensive importance, although cutting them down slightly wouldn’t go amiss), the lack of a reliable 

secondary ball-handler also factored, as did a team-wide knack for bad passes. Williams was a 

significant culprit here; he may have been brought in to score, but he is also needed to be a reli-

able ball handler and initiator, and he wasn’t. Harden should not have to do it all, much as he 

may want to; he has shown he is absolutely fantastic as a primary creator in the half-court, but 

what about the nights when he isn’t? 

 

Maximising assets and talent 

By way of example, Harrell is a good and effective new-age big man good, but in playing for a 

coach that tightens rotations as much as D’Antoni does late in the season, he is prevented from 

showing this. When he should have slid effortlessly into the hole opened up by Nene’s injury, he 

instead was kept on the bench. The same could be said of Dekker, who is better than a DNP-

CD player, and the same had also previously happened to K.J. McDaniels. It might happen to 

Onuaku some day soon too. Using decent assets to bring in decent players is always the aim, 

but then not using them and/or having to let them go cheaply rather defeats the purpose. 

 

Defending on the interior, especially against size 

Clearing the glass is part of it, but also so is contesting everything, digging in, and rotating in a 

timely manner. The Rockets also allowed the ball to get to the interior far too readily, exacerbat-

ing the problem; just as opponents do a better job at stopping their shooting prowess by denying 

lane penetration in the first place, so must the Rockets stop dribble penetration and unchal-

lenged interior feeds, which starts with defending in space. Capela can do a lot to mask weak-

nesses, but the unit as a whole needs to stop relying on him to do so. 
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Record: 42-40 (seventh seed) 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
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Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .212% (24th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .754 (25th) 

Total rebounding rate: .487% (tied 24th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .516 (13th)   
Defensive eFG%: .512 (15th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.7% (16th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.6% (6th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .212 (16th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .225 (25th)  

Points per game: 105.1 (15th) 
Opponents ppg: 105.3 (14th) 
Pace: 95.9 (18th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 108.6 (15th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.8 (16th) 

Average age: 27.2 (10th oldest) 
Average experience: 6.7 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.6% (4th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.5% (13th) 

Head Coach: Nate McMillan 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Paul George $18,314,532 $19,508,958 $20,703,384   $58,526,874 75 20.2 35.9 23.7 4.0 3.1 3.1 -0.3 2.8 .586 28.9 

Thaddeus Young $14,153,652 $14,996,348 $13,964,045   $43,114,045 74 14.9 30.2 11.0 1.9 2.7 0.0 1.5 1.5 .562 16.5 

Monta Ellis $10,763,500 $11,227,000 $11,690,500   $33,681,000 74 10.0 27.0 8.5 -0.7 1.7 -2.5 0.2 -2.3 .514 16.8 

Al Jefferson $10,230,179 $9,769,821 $10,000,000   $30,000,000 66 18.9 14.1 8.1 1.2 1.1 -1.5 -1.5 -3.1 .526 26.1 

Jeff Teague $8,800,000     $8,800,000 82 19.2 32.4 15.3 5.7 2.4 2.4 -0.6 -1.9 .574 22.1 

Rodney Stuckey * $7,000,000     $7,000,000 39 9.5 17.8 7.2 -0.5 0.4 -3.8 -2.2 -6.0 .483 22.2 

C.J. Miles $4,583,450     $4,583,450 76 13.7 23.4 10.7 2.7 1.4 1.5 -2.1 -0.5 .592 18.4 

Lavoy Allen $4,000,000     $4,000,000 61 11.6 14.3 2.9 0.9 0.8 -1.5 1.3 -0.3 .485 10.9 

Lance Stephenson $4,000,000 $4,180,000 $4,360,000   $12,540,000 6 10.3 22.0 7.2 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 -0.2 -4.2 .474 19.1 

Aaron Brooks $2,700,000     $2,700,000 65 9.5 13.8 5.0 -0.2 0.5 -2.1 -2.6 -4.6 .507 19.2 

Myles Turner $2,463,840 $2,569,920 $3,410,284 $4,668,679  $8,444,044 81 18.5 31.4 14.5 4.3 3.7 -0.3 2.7 2.4 .585 19.5 

Kevin Seraphin $1,800,000 $1,974,159    $3,774,159 49 14.4 11.4 4.7 0.4 0.6 -3.1 -0.6 -3.7 .559 19.0 

Jeremy Evans * $1,227,286     $1,227,286 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Rakeem Christmas $1,052,342 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,124,244 29 10.4 7.6 2.0 0.3 0.2 -3.0 -1.2 -4.3 .529 13.1 

Joseph Young $1,052,342 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,124,244 33 11.4 4.1 2.1 -0.2 0.1 -3.5 -3.8 -7.3 .433 27.8 

Glenn Robinson III $1,050,500 $1,524,305    $2,574,805 69 11.5 20.7 6.1 1.3 1.2 -1.2 -0.2 -1.4 .564 12.8 

Georges Niang $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 23 0.1 4.0 0.9 -0.4 0.1 -9.9 -2.2 -12.1 .285 20.2 

Ben Bentil * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Julyan Stone * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Alex Poythress * $35,381     $35,381 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Nick Zeisloft * $25,000     $25,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $94,002,004 $70,005,886 $68,874,204 $0 $0 $232,882,094            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jeff Teague $8,800,000     $8,800,000 82 19.2 32.4 15.3 5.7 2.4 2.4 -0.6 -1.9 .574 22.1 

Aaron Brooks $2,700,000     $2,700,000 65 9.5 13.8 5.0 -0.2 0.5 -2.1 -2.6 -4.6 .507 19.2 

Joseph Young $1,052,342 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,124,244 33 11.4 4.1 2.1 -0.2 0.1 -3.5 -3.8 -7.3 .433 27.8 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Monta Ellis $10,763,500 $11,227,000 $11,690,500   $33,681,000 74 10.0 27.0 8.5 -0.7 1.7 -2.5 0.2 -2.3 .514 16.8 

C.J. Miles $4,583,450     $4,583,450 76 13.7 23.4 10.7 2.7 1.4 1.5 -2.1 -0.5 .592 18.4 

Lance Stephenson $4,000,000 $4,180,000 $4,360,000   $12,540,000 6 10.3 22.0 7.2 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 -0.2 -4.2 .474 19.1 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Paul George $18,314,532 $19,508,958 $20,703,384   $58,526,874 75 20.2 35.9 23.7 4.0 3.1 3.1 -0.3 2.8 .586 28.9 

Glenn Robinson III $1,050,500 $1,524,305    $2,574,805 69 11.5 20.7 6.1 1.3 1.2 -1.2 -0.2 -1.4 .564 12.8 

Georges Niang $650,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,507,562 23 0.1 4.0 0.9 -0.4 0.1 -9.9 -2.2 -12.1 .285 20.2 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Thaddeus Young $14,153,652 $14,996,348 $13,964,045   $43,114,045 74 14.9 30.2 11.0 1.9 2.7 0.0 1.5 1.5 .562 16.5 

Lavoy Allen $4,000,000     $4,000,000 61 11.6 14.3 2.9 0.9 0.8 -1.5 1.3 -0.3 .485 10.9 

Rakeem Christmas $1,052,342 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,124,244 29 10.4 7.6 2.0 0.3 0.2 -3.0 -1.2 -4.3 .529 13.1 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Myles Turner $2,463,840 $2,569,920 $3,410,284 $4,668,679  $8,444,044 81 18.5 31.4 14.5 4.3 3.7 -0.3 2.7 2.4 .585 19.5 

Al Jefferson $10,230,179 $9,769,821 $10,000,000   $30,000,000 66 18.9 14.1 8.1 1.2 1.1 -1.5 -1.5 -3.1 .526 26.1 

Kevin Seraphin $1,800,000 $1,974,159    $3,774,159 49 14.4 11.4 4.7 0.4 0.6 -3.1 -0.6 -3.7 .559 19.0 
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Contract notes: 
 
Thaddeus Young: Cannot be traded to Brooklyn until after the mor-

atorium.  

  

Lance Stephenson: Cannot be traded until after the moratorium. 

 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

  

Combined total: $94,002,004 

Proximity to cap: $140,996 under 

Proximity to tax: $19,284,996 under  
 

Contract notes: 
 
Kevin Seraphin: Fully unguaranteed $1,974,159 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Glenn Robinson III: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until July 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Rakeem Christmas: Only $50,000 of $1,471,382 guaranteed until 
August 1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched (thus 
counting as $16,667 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
Joseph Young: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 1st, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Georges Niang: Only $100,000 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until July 
15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched (thus count-
ing as $33,333 on the cap number for 2017/18). 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $62,302,047 
  

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Five roster charges of $815,615 each 
T.J. Leaf (#18 pick): $2,028,360 

 
Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

 

Combined total: $72,736,482 

Max cap room:  $30,591,518 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kevin Seraphin: Fully unguaranteed $1,974,159 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Glenn Robinson III: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until July 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Rakeem Christmas: Only $50,000 of $1,471,382 guaranteed until 
August 1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Joseph Young: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Georges Niang: Only $100,000 of $1,312,611 guaranteed until 
July 15th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $70,005,886 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Jeff Teague: $13,200,000 
C.J. Miles: $8,708,555 
Lavoy Allen: $7,600,000 
Aaron Brooks: $3,240,000 
T.J. Leaf (#18 pick): $2,028,360 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $116,478,801 

Proximity to cap: $17,478,801 over 

Proximity to tax: $48,994,114 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 

 

Andy Betts - 50th pick, 1998 
Long since retired. 

 

Emir Preldzic - 57th pick, 2009 
Unrealised potential. Hits open shots and a talented passer with much better vision than most 
at his position, but not an athlete, poor defensively at the Euroleague/Turkish BSL levels, and 
would be an open door in the NBA. His rights have reached the throw-in stage. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 

None. 

 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 

 

2018 second round pick to Brooklyn; protected from 45-60 up to and including 2022, then unpro-
tected in 2023. 

 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: T.J. Leaf (#18), Ike Anigbogu (#47), Edmond Sumner (#52) 

 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• The team might have cap room. Up to $30,591,518 potentially, although this will mean 

building a new back court. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), a variable amount of expiring salary (every single player 
under contract has either an option for 2018/19, or unguaranteed portions in 2017/18 or 
2018/19), the combined $7,753,839 unguaranteed salaries of Seraphin, Christmas, J. 
Young, Robinson and Niang ($100,000 guaranteed for Christmas; $50,000 guaranteed for 
Young; pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax 
payer MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can 
still send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Teague, Allen and Miles can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maxi-
mum salary for up to five years. Brooks can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up 
to 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $3,240,000) for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any 
sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, no one is currently 
eligible. 

• George, Ellis, T. Young (July 7th), Christmas (July 14th) and J. Young (July 27th) are eligible 
for veteran extensions. None are particularly realistic candidates. 
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C, 6’11, 243lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

As a sophomore, Turner scored more, shot better, and kept the mistakes down. He significantly improved his efficiency, blocked a lot of shots, and showed a lot of the potential he was drafted as having, along with 
having some pretty good short term results. However, Turner gave up some big nights to his opponents, especially ones stronger than him, who pushed him around. Turner needs to get stronger and more physical, 
as well as develop the shooting range that will be his great counter. He also needs to commit to the defensive glass and want to take contact in the post.  

SF/PF, 6’8, 221lbs, 29 years old, 10 years of experience 

On a team that lacked athleticism and perimeter play from all its other power forward options, Young was refreshingly contemporary. When he was on, his ability to guard switches and perimeter bigs while stilling 
helping a bit on the defensive glass was irreplaceable on this Pacers team. But only sometimes. It was something of a down year for Young, who was arguably underused but who also was slowed by injury, didn’t 
stretch the floor as was hoped, and sometimes dozed off defensively. The good Thad Young was a key shift in dynamic for the team, yet this season wasn’t quite it. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 220lbs, 27 years old, 7 years of experience 

George once again had to do far too much on the court, especially offensively. The slow team around him that struggled for outside shooting, depth and offensive efficiency needed someone to try and score on half 
the trips down the court. George had to take as many shots as he did. This does not mean, however, that he had to take as many jump shots as he did. Especially from mid-range, where he shot nearly as many step
-in pull-ups as he did three-pointers. Wants out, because he wants to win something as his prime approaches. This makes sense. But his way of going about it was unpleasant. 

SG, 6’3, 185lbs, 31 years old, 12 years of experience 

As he ages and his abilities dwindle, it becomes even more imperative for Ellis to be given the opportunity to do what he does best. At his best, Ellis is a ball-handler in the pick-and-roll, a scorer with a catalysing 
offensive role, a bit of a chucker but ultimately a microwave type. If he is not allowed to be this player, then he isn’t much of anything. Ellis needs a spaced floor and a free rein. Without those things, you might as well 
just play a spot-up shooter. 

PG, 6’2, 186lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Played 82, started 82, played 32.4 minutes per, and recorded 15.3 points and 7.8 assists per as well. Teague shot at a career high efficiency (.574%%) to go with that career high in assists, and was a pleasant shot-
in-the-arm for a stagnant offence with his speed, driving and kicking. Still a poor defender, though, and with that in mind, although there is no other option on the team currently, Teague’s price in free agency must be 
capped should any other point guard-less team out there seek to overpay him. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 289lbs, 32 years old, 13 years of experience 

Did what he always does in much fewer minutes than usual. Improved his offensive rebounding rate notably to stave off what had been a decade-long decline in that part of his game, and blocked by far the fewest 
shots of his career, but was otherwise entirely to order. Scored, from both the inside and the mid-range, although the mid-ranger was much poorer than usual. Cleared the glass. Didn’t defend much. As advertised. 
But that was in part the problem. Jefferson did what he always does in a league that no longer values what he does that highly. Indeed, Jefferson was not even in the rotation come playoff time. Unless the jump shot 
comes back and has four extra feet of range on it after this summer, he won’t have much of a role going forward, and given his salary, he will have even less trade value. 

PF, 6’9, 260lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

By the end of the season, Allen had won Jefferson’s rotation spot, which speaks to the surprising dependability of a man who took 168 shots to score 177 points. Limited to the mid-ranger, the extra pass and the 
gimme offensively, Allen finds his uses by going to the offensive glass, although his lack of foot speed made for a limited impact on perimeter defence. The same can also be said of Jefferson, Seraphin and Christ-
mas. Are all four really needed? Are three? Two? Can Indiana not just pick one? 

SG/SF, 6’6, 222lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Getting by far the biggest minutes of his career saw Robinson improve his scoring efficiency (from .508% true shooting to .564%), increase his rebounding numbers, and shoot better both on catch-and-shoot jump-
ers and pull-ups. Also defended well, using his length and mobility. Now, he needs to work more aggressively to get open, cut more often, and keep rebounding. He needn’t worry about creating shots. He can do 
plenty without needing to. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 225lbs, 30 years old, 12 years of experience 

Again bounced between the shooting guard and power forward positions, starting at both spots at various times while also backing up the small forward spot. Wherever he played, Miles was effective with minimal, 
efficient dribbles, spotting up from beyond the arc better than ever (41.3% three-point shooting) and defending adequately wherever he lay. Miles is an excellent role player, who has been one for a long time, and 
who has declined his player option for next summer. This was the correct decision. Go get paid. 

PG, 6’0, 161lbs, 32 years old, 9 years of experience 

This was a poor year for Brooks, who shot as inefficiently as ever while also not shooting as much as usual. Since scoring is the only thing he is brought in for, he should at least do it on some volume, but he did not 
do so this year. Brooks has not the defensive ability to purely be a catch-and-shoot player, even though he shoots such shots on good volume. You can get 37.5% catch-and-shoot players who can guard the posi-
tion instead of him. So as frustrating and inefficient as it can be at times, Brooks needs to be allowed to free-roam offensively. Otherwise, there is no point playing him. And if he still can’t perform even with relatively 
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PF/C, 6’9, 285lbs, 27 years old, 7 year of experience 

Made for a terrible pairing with the all-too-similar Jefferson, which probably should have been foreseen. Seraphin did his usual max of efficient two-point shooting on a potent combination of hook shots and mid-
range catch-and-shoots, with absolutely no three-pointers or foul shots to go with it. (It’s kind of amazing how he has a field goal percentage of .551% and a true shooting percentage of only .559%). Seraphin also 
rebounds fairly well and protects around the basket, although he does not step up well. He is a useful reserve new-school five type and a decent model for Christmas’s future whose presence also makes Christmas 
obsolete. 

PF/C, 6’9 250lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Played only 216 minutes, committing quite a lot of fouls in that time. Christmas doesn’t have a high ceiling, but could be a reasonably solid third string slightly-smallish centre, who can board, block some shots on the 
interior, run without being hugely athletic, and make some shots around the basket. But if his upside is not that high, and if he is not going to be played anyway, and if he is never going to be able to defend the pe-
rimeter adequately, an extra shooting power forward should probably be sought instead. At least that player would be more likely to play. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 230lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

93 NBA minutes is not a sample size worth evaluating, even though a 0.1 PER in that time is rather jarring. But nor did he spend much time on assignment for whatever reason. The college Niang was smart and 
skilled, but looked too slow for the NBA wing spot. So as a power forward, he needs to make his mark as a high post passer, pick-and-pop player, rebounder, and not-too-overexposed defender. But given that he is 
not wanted in the short term, that he is not being sent to the Mad Ants to develop, and that his upside is not all that high even if he came good, there does not seem to be much point in keeping him next season. 

SG, 6’5, 230lbs, 26 years old, 7 years of experience 

Brought back mid-season to a fairly sizable contract after a lengthy bidding war against probably nobody – who goes from being unable to get a rest-of-the-season minimum salary contract to a $4 million deal for a 
part year’s work in under a fortnight? – Stephenson is back where he was always best, and shored up a poor bench for the brief playoff run. He brought an aggression to get to the basket and some fire, albeit a drive
-and-kick game with few people to kick to was an awkward mix. Stephenson it seems will be around for a while, and if he is, then either the personnel will have to change to fit him, or he’ll be playing Charlotte-era 
Lanceball again soon. But at least he is back where he is happy. 

PG/SG, 6’2, 180lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Young, too, barely went to the Mad Ants, and nor was he used on the big club even as Rodney Stuckey struggled. He managed only 135 minutes as a sophomore, barely a third of what he managed as a rookie, and 
probably didn’t help himself by shooting exactly 21.7% from three for the second year in a row when billed as a shooter. Older than many prospects, Young is a quick and explosive if somewhat reckless and overly 
aggressive volume scorer who needs to be taken off the ball and given minutes to have any value. And garbage minutes don’t count. 
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Building Blocks 

 Myles Turner: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Will be eligible for an extension 

next summer; with a big 2017/18, he could play his way into max territory, so ensure the 

money is there to give it to him should it be needed. It might. 
 

Good Pieces 

 Jeff Teague: Entering unrestricted free agency, fresh off of an $8.8 million contract. Not the 

best point guard on the market, and is with his hometown team in Indiana, but this is also his 

best chance of a mammoth pay day, so he’ll have to explore that. Merits an $80 million deal, 

but might get a $100 million one. If he does, let him walk, and commence the long-

postponed rebuild. 

 C.J. Miles: Also entering unrestricted free agency, meriting a big pay increase on his most 

recent $4,583,450 contract on account of his two-way play, flexibility and reliability. Every bit 

as good as Danny Green and should be paid like him.  
 

Decent Pieces 

 Glenn Robinson III: One year at the minimum salary remaining, unguaranteed. Has certain-

ly earned that year, and another year will establish the market value for his next contract.  
 

Trade Chips 

 Paul George: Two years and a smidge over $40 million remaining. Should be a building 

block, but apparently doesn’t want that, so trade chip he is. Using the Butler and Paul trades 

as baselines, George should yield a good prospect and a pick, because despite his appar-

ent commitment to leaving in free agency at the first opportunity regardless, there will still be 

bidders, both for that one interim year and in the belief they can change his mind on that. 

 Thaddeus Young: Two years and slightly under $29 million remaining, with the last year a 

player option. Would be nice to get that pick back, even if doing so is copping to having 

made a very sideways move. 

 Monta Ellis: Two years and a shade under $20 million remaining, only the first years of 

which is guaranteed. If there’s any value to be gotten for him, even pure salary relief, it is 

worth taking; after all, this is seemingly no longer a rotation player. 

 Al Jefferson: Two years and a shade under $20 million remaining, only the first years 

of which is guaranteed. If there’s any value to be gotten for him, even pure salary re-

lief, it is worth taking; after all, this is seemingly no longer a rotation player. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Kevin Seraphin: Unguaranteed minimum salary for 2017/18. He is worth that money, 

certainly, and although he is (or should be) slightly obsolete on this team, he has no 

resale value on that contract, thus is perhaps best to keep. 

 Lance Stephenson: Two years and a combined $8,154,000 remaining, the first year 

of which is guaranteed. Seems he’s here to stay for a while, but needs to prove next 

year that he is worthy of the one after. 

 

Fringe 

 Lavoy Allen: Expiring $4 million contract. With respect to a decent role player, this is 

the type of mid-range contract that, if it is not going to be used to structure big deals or 

deal for some small draft value, should not be given out any longer. Would be worthy 

of a minimum salary but has not earned above that. 

 Aaron Brooks: Expiring minimum salary contract. Didn’t earn another one. 

 Rakeem Christmas: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, all bar $50,000 un-

guaranteed, with a team option in the final year. Doesn’t project well in the new NBA 

and might not be worth keeping considering his age for a prospect. 

 Joseph Young: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, unguaranteed, with a 

team option in the final year. Would be more suited to a two-way contract, but this 

team does not use its affiliate, so this isn’t likely. 

 Georges Niang: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, unguaranteed. Has not 

done anything in one year to prove he is an NBA player, and while that is always going 

to be difficult in one year, he is sufficiently old as to not have that many to play with, 

and Leaf just pushed him further down. Probably not worth keeping. 
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Direction as a franchise 
Languishing in the middle of the pack every year, Indiana as a franchise continues to 

neither put together a contender nor lose enough to get draft assets of real calibre. The 

mid-table is a solid position for teams on the way up, but this cannot be said of Indiana. 
 

Identity 
Relating to the above, regardless of the overall direction of the franchise’s basketball op-

erations, there ought to be some kind of identity on the court on which the team can base 

itself. It is not clear, though, what it is. It’s not pace and space. It’s not grinding it out. It’s 

not toughness or athleticism. And the pieces brought in of late do not seem to identify 

one, either. How can Ellis and Teague fit together? What role is Jefferson in for other 

than being the best back-up centre available? 
 

Assets and asset management 
More than max cap room and last year’s first round pick yielded only a combined haul of 

Jefferson (who fell out of the rotation by year’s end), Young (normally good, but looking 

for all the world like a two-year rental) and Rodney Stuckey (who did not even make it to 

the end of the season). It is noted that Indiana is not a strong free agency lure, and that 

the Paul George situation meant taking steps to improve immediately due to the need to 

appease him so he wouldn’t leave. But this does not mean getting expensive and ill-

fitting pieces with no resale value. This is a team that is, for the most part, really good at 

drafting, especially in the mid-first round range. It is therefore peculiar that it is not a 

team much involved in the draft. 
 

The Paul George situation 
Related to the above, this is now the key to everything. If George does not want to be 

here, he soon won’t be. Dealing him accelerates the rebuild which looks as though it is 

going to have to happen anyway. And while his comments are costing the team trade 

leverage, his value should still be high considering his talent and the league-wide pining 

for at least two stars. 

 

 

Age of the roster 
Relating to the below, this was the tenth oldest team in the league, with the majority of 

players either in or slightly past their prime. This limits the upside of the team as a unit, 

which is a problem when talking about a team with 42 wins. Turner shows the potential 

for significant internal growth, but no one else does. 

 

Quality of youth 
Of the youthful players on the roster, only Turner is a sure-fire piece of the future. Robin-

son is in the rotation, but not to such a level that he is a building block for the future. 

Meanwhile, Christmas, Young and Niang represent the thirteenth, fourteenth and fif-

teenth men, all on unguaranteed deals, all not getting any minutes, and all not even that 

young for prospects. And that’s about it for youth, save for Leaf, Sumner and Anigbogu, 

of whom only one looks like a possible rotation player. 

 

Rebounding 
To be fair, what began as an enormous problem at the start of the season improved, to 

the point that they had the ninth best rebounding rate after the All-Star break. But as a 

total body of work, it speaks to the obsolete-ness of having two plodding, unathletic big 

men on the court at a time who cannot rebound outside of their area. 

 

The shooting guard and power forward spots 
Despite his best efforts, C.J. Miles cannot cover both. He also might not be here much 

longer. Allen is useful in one area of the game but limited, Young had a poor season, El-

lis is not aging well, and again, save for the addition now of Leaf, no one behind them 

looks ready to step in. And if Leaf is here to replace Young, then the trade of a pick to 

bring Young in goes down as a waste. 
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Record: 51-31 (fourth seed) 
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Offensive rebounding rate: .215% (23rd) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .769 (10th) 

Total rebounding rate: .499% (tied 16th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .537 (4th)   
Defensive eFG%: .506 (6th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.1% (6th) 

Defensive TO percentage: 12.2% (21st)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .233 (3rd) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .211 (13th)  

Points per game: 108.7 (6th) 
Opponents ppg: 104.4 (12th) 
Pace: 96.1 (16th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 112.7 (5th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.3 (12th) 

Average age: 29.9 (1st oldest) 
Average experience: 9.3 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.5% (7th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.9% (8th) 

Head Coach: Doc Rivers 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Chris Paul $22,868,827 $24,268,959    $47,137,786 61 26.2 31.5 18.1 8.0 2.6 7.8 1.0 8.7 .614 24.4 

DeAndre Jordan $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025   $67,927,050 81 21.8 31.7 12.7 7.2 4.6 1.0 3.0 4.0 .673 15.3 

Blake Griffin $20,140,839     $20,140,839 61 22.7 34.0 21.6 5.4 2.4 3.2 1.3 4.4 .569 28.0 

Jamal Crawford $13,253,012 $14,246,988 $14,500,000   $42,000,000 82 12.0 26.3 12.3 0.5 1.4 -1.0 -2.1 -3.0 .526 22.7 

Austin Rivers $11,000,000 $11,825,000 $12,650,000   $35,475,000 74 11.4 27.8 12.0 1.2 1.3 -0.1 -1.5 -1.6 .545 20.3 

J.J. Redick $7,377,500     $7,377,500 78 14.8 28.2 15.0 3.3 1.5 2.0 -2.0 0.0 .599 21.9 

Wesley Johnson $5,628,000 $5,881,260 $6,134,520   $17,643,780 68 8.4 11.9 2.7 -0.3 1.2 -3.4 1.6 -1.8 .448 12.5 

Paul Pierce $3,527,920 $3,679,840    $7,207,760 25 5.7 11.1 3.2 -0.2 0.3 -3.9 -0.5 -4.4 .535 14.8 

Luc Richard Mbah A Moute $2,203,000     $2,203,000 80 10.3 22.3 6.1 1.3 1.8 -0.8 1.5 0.7 .581 11.6 

Marreese Speights $1,403,611     $1,403,611 82 17.6 15.7 8.7 2.5 1.7 1.5 -0.8 0.7 .584 23.6 

Brice Johnson $1,273,920 $1,331,160 $1,544,951 $2,500,725 $3,673,565 $6,650,756 3 17.2 3.0 1.3 -0.1 0.0 -10.7 12.0 1.3 .286 39.8 

Alan Anderson $980,431     $980,431 30 5.0 10.3 2.9 0.0 0.1 -2.6 -2.3 -4.9 .494 13.7 

Brandon Bass $980,431     $980,431 52 19.7 11.1 5.6 1.6 0.6 0.1 -0.8 -0.7 .650 19.7 

Raymond Felton $980,431     $980,431 80 10.9 21.3 6.7 0.2 1.8 -1.8 0.9 -0.9 .496 16.5 

Carlos Delfino * $650,000 $650,000 $650,000   $1,950,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Diamond Stone $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 7 -1.2 3.4 1.4 -0.1 0.0 -17.3 -6.9 -24.1 .339 31.3 

Jordan Farmar * $510,921 $510,921    $1,021,842 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Miroslav Raduljica * $252,043 $252,043 $252,043   $756,159 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $114,740,032 $86,601,132 $59,850,539 $2,500,725 $0 $263,692,428            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Chris Paul $22,868,827 $24,268,959    $47,137,786 61 26.2 31.5 18.1 8.0 2.6 7.8 1.0 8.7 .614 24.4 

Austin Rivers $11,000,000 $11,825,000 $12,650,000   $35,475,000 74 11.4 27.8 12.0 1.2 1.3 -0.1 -1.5 -1.6 .545 20.3 

Raymond Felton $980,431     $980,431 80 10.9 21.3 6.7 0.2 1.8 -1.8 0.9 -0.9 .496 16.5 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

J.J. Redick $7,377,500     $7,377,500 78 14.8 28.2 15.0 3.3 1.5 2.0 -2.0 0.0 .599 21.9 

Jamal Crawford $13,253,012 $14,246,988 $14,500,000   $42,000,000 82 12.0 26.3 12.3 0.5 1.4 -1.0 -2.1 -3.0 .526 22.7 

Alan Anderson $980,431     $980,431 30 5.0 10.3 2.9 0.0 0.1 -2.6 -2.3 -4.9 .494 13.7 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Luc Richard Mbah A Moute $2,203,000     $2,203,000 80 10.3 22.3 6.1 1.3 1.8 -0.8 1.5 0.7 .581 11.6 

Wesley Johnson $5,628,000 $5,881,260 $6,134,520   $17,643,780 68 8.4 11.9 2.7 -0.3 1.2 -3.4 1.6 -1.8 .448 12.5 

Paul Pierce $3,527,920 $3,679,840    $7,207,760 25 5.7 11.1 3.2 -0.2 0.3 -3.9 -0.5 -4.4 .535 14.8 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Blake Griffin $20,140,839     $20,140,839 61 22.7 34.0 21.6 5.4 2.4 3.2 1.3 4.4 .569 28.0 

Brandon Bass $980,431     $980,431 52 19.7 11.1 5.6 1.6 0.6 0.1 -0.8 -0.7 .650 19.7 

Brice Johnson $1,273,920 $1,331,160 $1,544,951 $2,500,725 $3,673,565 $6,650,756 3 17.2 3.0 1.3 -0.1 0.0 -10.7 12.0 1.3 .286 39.8 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

DeAndre Jordan $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025   $67,927,050 81 21.8 31.7 12.7 7.2 4.6 1.0 3.0 4.0 .673 15.3 

Marreese Speights $1,403,611     $1,403,611 82 17.6 15.7 8.7 2.5 1.7 1.5 -0.8 0.7 .584 23.6 

Diamond Stone $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 7 -1.2 3.4 1.4 -0.1 0.0 -17.3 -6.9 -24.1 .339 31.3 

CLIPPERS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=265
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1838
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=38
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=710
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=272
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=32
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=996
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1325
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=27
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1084
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=583
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2174
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=994
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=976
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3040


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Contract notes: 
 
DeAndre Jordan: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Chris Paul (if he opts in): Has a 15% trade kicker.  
 
  
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Jeff Ayres: $980,431 
Glen Davis: $980,431 
Hedo Turkoglu: $980,431 
Ekpe Udoh: $980,431 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Trade Exception: $1,209,600 (expires July 17

th
 2017) 

 

  
 

Combined total: $119,871,356 

Proximity to cap: $25,278,356 over 

Proximity to tax: $1,453,032 over  
 

Contract notes: 
 
Chris Paul: Has an early termination option. Exercised.  
Paul Pierce: Only $1,096,080 of $3,679,840 guaranteed until 
June 30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched 
(thus counts as $365,360 on the 2017/18 cap number). 
DeAndre Jordan: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $59,017,693 
  
 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced, including Paul. 
Six roster charges of $815,615 each 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade exception renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  
  

Combined total: $68,239,383 

Max cap room:  $35,088,617 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Chris Paul: Has an early termination option. Declined.  
Paul Pierce: Only $1,096,080 of $3,679,840 guaranteed until 
June 30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
DeAndre Jordan: Has 15% trade kicker. 
Chris Paul (if he opts in): Has a 15% trade kicker.  
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $86,601,132 
  

 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Blake Griffin: $29,700,000 (projected max; not to exceed 
$30,211,259) 
J.J. Redick: $14,017,250 
Luc Richard Mbah A Moute: $2,863,900 
Alan Anderson: $1,471,382 
Brandon Bass: $1,471,382 
Raymond Felton: $1,471,382 
Marreese Speights: $1,471,382 
Jeff Ayres: $1,471,382 
Glen Davis: $1,471,382 
Hedo Turkoglu: $1,471,382 
Ekpe Udoh: $1,471,382 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
Trade Exception: $1,209,600 (expires July 17

th
 2017) 

 
 

Combined total: $157,858,938 

Proximity to cap: $58,858,938 over 

Proximity to tax: $32,398,868 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Maarty Leunen - 54th pick, 2008 
The Scalabrine of Italy. A useful role player, but his usage rate continues to slide to the point 
that his 40% three point shooting is of increasingly little value, and he offers little other than that 
from an NBA perspective. 

 

David Michineau - 39th pick, 2016 
Biggest minutes and responsibility of his career, with mixed results. Still a poor shot maker and 
mistake prone, but his athleticism and defensive potential (if not yet results) would make him a 
good two-way contract player, should he want that. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2020 second round pick from Cleveland; no protection. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2018 second round pick to Philadelphia or New York; no protection. L.A. Clippers traded its 
2018 second round pick to Philadelphia, then, in a later deal, New York traded the right to swap 
2018 second round picks to Philadelphia as well, thus Philadelphia will get the more favourable 
of the Clippers and Knicks picks, while New York gets the lesser favourable. 

2019 first round pick to Boston; top 14 protected up until and including 2020. If not conveyed by 
then, L.A. Clippers’ own 2022 second round pick to be sent instead. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Jawun Evans (#39; trade TBA due to restrictions on the 
amount of cash Philadelphia can receive via trade each season), Sindarius Thorn-
well (#48) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• The team might have cap room. Up to $35,088,617 potentially, although this will mean los-

ing Griffin and Paul, building a new team, and starting largely again. Not the aim. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a  trade exception that can be used. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), a variable amount of expiring salary (every single player 
under contract has either an option for 2018/19, or unguaranteed portions in 2017/18 or 
2018/19), the $3,679,840 unguaranteed salary of Pierce ($1,096,080 guaranteed; pursuant 
to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Redick, Griffin and, if he exercised his option, Paul can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at up to the maximum salary for up to five years. Mbah A Moute can be signed and 
traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four 
years. Bass, Felton, Anderson and Speights can be signed and traded to a contract starting at 
up to 120% of the minimum salary for up to four years. Turkoglu, Udoh, Davis and Ayres can-
not be signed and traded. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if 
the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Paul will be eligible should 
he decline his ETO, but this will not happen; he would surely just opt out instead. 

• Jordan (after July 9th), Pierce and, if he declines his option, Paul are eligible for veteran ex-
tensions. None are particularly realistic candidates, except maybe Jordan, although the fact 
he can hit free agency in 2018 is not something he will automatically give up. 
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C, 6’11, 265lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

Consistently healthy, consistently productive, and consistently plays within his limitations. Even slightly improved his weaker areas - showed slightly more poise in his post touch, had a career-high assist rate (albeit 
still low), and shot the second best he ever has from the free throw line. He is a star role player, and a role playing star. Needs to develop further offensively - 15% more on that free throw stroke, a willingness to go 
to the post and use his hooks, less wild kick-out passes - to compliment his pick-and-roll effectiveness. Also needs help defensively so that he is not having to track both halves of a pick-and-roll at once too often. 

PF, 6’10, 251lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

His adapting of his game from power to skill to fit the evolution of the NBA has been admirable and effective, and turning the long twos (from 45% of his FGA in 2015/16 to 28%) into threes this season was a positive 
trend. So was the career high in foul shooting. But of course, the injuries continue, and with them is going the regularity of his dominant athleticism. When healthy, Griffin is as good as ever, if not better; the rebounds 
are down and likely to stay down, but the diversification of the offensive skill set and his growing presence all around the offensive end of the floor make up for it. Yet Griffin keeps getting hurt, and the trend is worry-
ing. Needs to be retained regardless, because the hope for the future comes from him. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 230lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

Very good season for him, a reliable presence in the midst of injuries and underperforming peers on the wing. Improved both his offensive load and his efficiency while continuing the disruptive, irritating defence for 
which he is valued. Very important as an on-ball defender at a position where the team had no other. He must, however, be upgraded. Mbah A Moute should be the backup to a player like Mbah A Moute who can 
space the floor consistently and drive on close-outs. The fact that  he received nearly 1,800 regular season minutes meant the team played large amounts of effectively four-on-five half court basketball. Has a player 
option for little more than the minimum and will likely opt out; with Early Bird rights, however, he ought be re-signed. 

SG, 6’4, 190lbs, 33 years old, 11 years of experience 

For an offence short of motion, spacing, elite shooting and ball movement, Redick was very important. Did his usual turn as a quality role player, playoffs excepted, where he was stifled by a Jazz defence who knew 
there was not much else to defend. Redick wants to get paid, as well he should, and may command a good market price despite his advancing age and the fact that he is only as good as the team around him. If he 
is retained, he ought begin a transition into a sixth man role whereby his limitations in individual defensive match-ups can be better hidden, and at which he could continue to thrive, but as valuable as he has been 
over the years, he must be considered a strong sign-and-trad candidate. 

PG, 6’0, 175lbs, 32 years old, 12 years of experience 

Despite advancing age, Paul does not seem to have lost anything. His slight downward trends in some statistical categories come only as a result of rightly managed minutes. Still one of the best defensive point 
guards in the game, if not the best, and still able to take over a game offensively, even if he often doesn’t. To retain him means to likely overpay him in the back end of a new contract, with no guarantees that reve-
nues and BRI will rise enough to offset the huge percentage of the salary cap his contract would take up. But to lose him means to disappear from relevance. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 255lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Good season as the relatively unathletic backup stretch five that he has become. Proved himself to be an efficient three point shooter on a high volume in a way he never had prior, and although his defence of the 
rim and on the perimeter is poor,  he does at least try, provides some energy and enthusiasm, and takes many charges (second in the league with 33 despite being a bench player). Speights has always been a pro-
ductive, aggressive if not especially efficient scorer, and with the development of his three point shot has done a good job of reinventing himself as a stretch five in the NBA. Has therefore played his way into a pay 
rise, and merits being brought back with one, but without Bird rights to do it with, he might not get one here. 

PF, 6’8, 250lbs, 32 years old, 12 years of experience 

Always a bit superfluous with Speights on board, Bass had a mixed year. As always, he got shots up when he was in the game; mid-range twos, some drives, some pick-and-rolls, the occasional big dunk. His offen-
sive rating of 125, his PER of 19.7 and his true shooting percentage of .650% speak to his effectiveness there. But in the concept of the team at large, Bass was an awkward fit. He lacked the floor spacing of 
Speights, defended the rim no better than he did, is exposable on perimeter defence and rebounds poorly on both ends. Hustle and shot-making gives him some value, and he has rotation talent, but as his age 
creeps up and the NBA evolves away from players of his type, he should only be brought back if he is cheap. 

SF, 6’7, 215lbs, 29 years old, 7 years of experience 

Very poor season in which he shot a true shooting percentage of .448%, 434th in the league amongst all players and eighth last amongst qualified ones and was not noteworthy defensively either. Completely lost his 
outside shot and made no inroads into his long-standing ball handling limitations, finishing inability or his fear of contact around the basket. Johnson would be a ‘projectable’ three-and-D role player given his length 
and athleticism were he not 29 and regressing. Not a creator, finisher, slasher or cutter, and whereas he should be a defender and transition threat, he is just neither aggressive nor confident enough. Lost his place 
to Mbah A Moute and lost it emphatically. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 200lbs, 37 years old, 17 years of experience 

Starting to get old. This was the fourth year in a row his shooting efficiency has declined and his worst PER since his rookie campaign. Crawford’s playing style - which isn’t changing now - needs a certain speed to 
his game to work, especially with 17 years of scouting reports making it pretty obvious which are the shots that are going up. He is the rare 37-year-old whose main strength is still his ability to break his man. But that 
speed is starting to go, which is not helping his already limited defence - the quicker players can and do go past him, whereas the bigger players can go over him. Crawford has one year left on his big contract, with 
a partial guarantee in 2018/19, and unless his salary is to be used in a big trade, he will surely be a strong candidate for waivers in the summer of 2018. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 200lbs, 24 years old, 5 years of experience 

Best season of his career, Career highs in efficiency, three point shooting, assist ratio, usage ratio and scoring, and recorded his first ever positive VORP. His improvement as a shooter was the most important de-
velopment - free throw line excepted - both in terms of the amount of how many outside shots he hits and how many long twos have become threes, and while he is still consumed with iso ball at times (especially in 
the clutch), his on-court discipline is improving. If he can continue growing as a catch-and-shoot player and becoming a plus defender with good ball pressure, he could be a fine sixth man, or perhaps Redick’s re-
placement. 
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C, 6’11, 255lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Impossible to read anything into a 24 NBA minute sample size. Summer League and D-League performances show the offensive potential and the rawness in equal measure. Needs to accept his limitations and 
commit to working harder to overcome them on defence if he is to carve out a Speights-like career, but worth keeping around. 

PF, 6’10 230lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

No one can show anything in nine minutes, and his time on assignment was not much longer than that. Perhaps should have spent longer on assignment. Definitely should next year. Johnson has an intriguing phys-
ical profile and skill set, and mostly needs minutes. 

SF, 6’7, 235lbs, 39 years old, 19 years of experience 

Retiring. 

SG, 6’6, 220lbs, 34 years old, 8 years of experience 

Played barely 300 minutes all season, but was ineffective when he did. Anderson restarted his NBA career on account of a no-strengths-no-weaknesses total package, yet as he has aged and got slower (and having 
never been especially quick to begin with), his value on the court has diminished. He shot a sub-.500% true shooting percentage for the second straight year, and it wasn’t on contested looks, while his lack of foot 
speed makes him very exposable in isolation defence and against a moving ball. Anderson tries on the court and has a good locker room reputation, yet his skills are no longer up to par, so keeping him would be 
purely a locker room move at this point. 

PG, 6’1, 205lbs, 33 years old, 12 years of experience 

Continuing his evolution into reasonably reliable, defensively committed third stringer continues, and he was fairly reliable in a season that lacked for it. But as he ages, his effectiveness is tailing off, and he was 
never consistent offensively anyway. Therefore, while he is a good candidate for the very role he just fulfilled, he is not suitable for a bigger one than that. Could be worth bringing back for the minimum depending on 
how the rest of the roster plays out. 
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Building Blocks 

 Chris Paul: Has exercised an ETO and will become a UFA. The price to re-sign him would 

be the max, almost certainly for five years. Pay it. 

 DeAndre Jordan: One guaranteed year at $22,642,350, then one player option year at 

$24,119,025. No reason to look for a trade despite expensive overall payroll. 

 Blake Griffin: As with Paul. Has exercised an ETO and will become a UFA. The price to re-

sign him would be the max, almost certainly for five years. Pay it. That fifth year represents a 

big piece of leverage where there is otherwise not much to be had 

 

Good Pieces 

 Luc Richard Mbah A Moute: Has declined a player option for $2,302,135. Worthy of tax-

payer MLE money. 

 Austin Rivers: Two years and $25.475 million remaining, with a player option for 2018/19. 

Keep and keep developing. 

 J.J. Redick: UFA. Full Bird rights, but looking for an $18-20 million per pay day that cannot 

be afforded. Look to sign and trade, or bring back for circa. $13 mil per if possible. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Jamal Crawford: Two years and $28,746,988 remaining, with the second year not guaran-

teed. Cash in if possible this summer, but if not, the expiring salary may have some EV next 

summer. 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Marreese Speights: Has declined his player option and become an UFA. Worthy of 

taxpayer MLE money but not having Bird rights will make it difficult. Probably the better 

bet to find a defensive big for cheap (a la Cole Aldrich previously) while working Stone 

into the Speights role. Would be great to re-sign him with non-Bird rights, but this is 

surely not feasible. 

 Brice Johnson: Three years of 2011 CBA rookie scale left, thus very cheap. Play him 

to establish his value as a player, a trade asset, or both. 

 Brandon Bass: Expiring minimum salary. Would retain for the minimum, but this is 

unlikely, and Brice Johnson should receive the minutes instead. 

 Raymond Felton: Expiring minimum salary and would be worthy of another one. No 

Bird rights will make it difficult to re-sign him for more than that, but nor should it be 

necessary. 

 Diamond Stone: One more year at the minimum salary. Unguaranteed but not worth 

waiving for any reason. 

 

Fringe 

 Alan Anderson: Expiring minimum salary. No longer an NBA player. 

 Paul Pierce: Retiring. To be waived. 

 Wesley Johnson: One guaranteed year at $5,881,260, then one player option year at 

$6,134,520. Surely no trade market for him other than as a filler contract, but assets 

are too few and far between to merit attaching one to him to salary dump. Keep, look 

to dump for the right price, hope for a redux, and be prepared to stretch. 

CLIPPERS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=265
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=994
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1084
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=996
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1838
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=710
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=272
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=976
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2174
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=583
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=38
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3040
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=32
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=272
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1325


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

TBC 

CLIPPERS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

CLIPPERS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

11th December 2016: Ranking Top 10 In Both Defense And Offense Already, The Jazz Are On The Rise - GiveMeSport 

17th November 2016: Doc Rivers's summer additions are making a world of difference in the City of Angels - GiveMeSport 

12th August 2016: Doc Rivers' quotes ignore some glaring issue for the L.A. Clippers - GiveMeSport 

7th July 2016: How the NBA's push for parity allowed Kevin Durant and Golden State to form a super team - GiveMeSport 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://www.givemesport.com/937080-ranking-top-10-in-both-defense-and-offense-already-the-jazz-are-on-the-rise
http://www.givemesport.com/918930-doc-rivers-summer-additions-are-making-the-world-of-difference-in-the-city-of-angels
http://www.givemesport.com/846058-doc-rivers-quotes-ignore-some-glaring-issue-for-the-la-clippers
http://www.givemesport.com/820639-how-the-nbas-push-for-parity-allowed-kevin-durant-and-golden-state-to-form-a-super-team


Record: 26-56 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .250% (7th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .758 (22nd) 
Total rebounding rate: .495% (tied 20th)  

 

Offensive eFG%: .501 (22nd)   
Defensive eFG%: .542 (30th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.5% (26th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.0% (14th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .195 (24th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .213 (16th)  

Points per game: 104.6 (17th) 
Opponents ppg: 111.5 (28th) 
Pace: 98.5 (6th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 106.0 (23rd)  
Defensive Rating: 113.0 (30th) 

Average age: 25.8 (22nd oldest) 
Average experience: 5.4 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.6% (22nd) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 37.0% (26th) 

Head Coach: Luke Walton 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Brook Lopez $21,165,675 $22,642,350    $43,808,025 75 20.4 29.6 20.5 3.1 1.8 1.9 -0.4 1.5 .578 29.2 

Luol Deng $18,000,000 $17,190,000 $18,000,000 $18,810,000  $72,000,000 56 10.1 26.5 7.6 0.1 0.8 -2.3 -0.2 -2.5 .470 14.2 

Jordan Clarkson $12,500,000 $11,562,500 $12,500,000 $13,437,500  $50,000,000 82 13.1 29.2 14.7 0.5 0.7 -0.5 -2.3 -2.7 .526 23.3 

Corey Brewer $7,612,172 $7,579,366    $15,191,538 24 13.3 14.9 5.4 0.0 0.3 -2.4 0.7 -1.7 .490 18.0 

Jose Calderon * $7,315,949     $7,315,949 24 9.1 12.2 3.3 -0.1 0.1 -3.0 -2.1 -5.1 .508 15.3 

Tarik Black $6,191,000 $6,655,325    $12,846,325 67 15.0 16.3 5.7 1.5 0.9 -1.8 0.2 -1.6 .560 15.7 

Nick Young $5,443,918     $5,443,918 60 14.1 25.9 13.2 3.0 0.2 2.6 -3.4 -0.7 .588 19.5 

Brandon Ingram $5,281,680 $5,519,400 $5,757,120 $7,365,485 $9,481,458 $23,923,685 79 8.5 28.8 9.4 -1.0 0.7 -3.1 -0.7 -3.8 .474 16.8 

Julius Randle $3,267,120 $4,149,242 $5,564,134   $7,416,362 74 16.3 28.8 13.2 2.0 1.5 -0.7 0.7 0.0 .543 21.4 

Tyler Ennis $1,733,880     $1,733,880 22 14.6 17.8 7.7 0.5 0.2 0.3 -2.6 -2.3 .553 19.0 

Larry Nance Jr $1,207,680 $1,471,382 $2,272,391 $3,369,956  $4,951,453 63 15.8 22.9 7.1 2.1 1.5 -0.3 2.3 2.0 .567 13.4 

Ivica Zubac $1,034,956 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,892,518 38 17.0 16.0 7.5 0.6 0.5 -2.7 0.3 -2.5 .547 20.3 

Thomas Robinson  $980,431     $980,431 48 17.3 11.7 5.0 0.3 0.6 -2.2 -0.1 -2.3 .535 20.7 

Metta World Peace $980,431     $980,431 25 6.2 6.4 2.3 -0.3 0.1 -4.2 -2.4 -6.6 .380 21.9 

Anthony Brown * $874,636     $874,636 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yi Jianlian * $250,000     $250,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

David Nwaba $73,528 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,386,139 20 12.1 19.9 6.0 0.6 0.2 -1.7 -0.3 -2.0 .611 11.8 

Zach Auguste * $60,000     $60,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

David Nwaba * $31,969     $31,969 20 12.1 19.9 6.0 0.6 0.2 -1.7 -0.3 -2.0 .611 11.8 

David Nwaba * $31,969     $31,969 20 12.1 19.9 6.0 0.6 0.2 -1.7 -0.3 -2.0 .611 11.8 

Total Salaries: $94,036,994 $79,394,787 $40,074,462 $39,612,985 $0 $253,119,228            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jordan Clarkson $12,500,000 $11,562,500 $12,500,000 $13,437,500  $50,000,000 82 13.1 29.2 14.7 0.5 0.7 -0.5 -2.3 -2.7 .526 23.3 

Tyler Ennis $1,733,880     $1,733,880 22 14.6 17.8 7.7 0.5 0.2 0.3 -2.6 -2.3 .553 19.0 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nick Young $5,443,918     $5,443,918 60 14.1 25.9 13.2 3.0 0.2 2.6 -3.4 -0.7 .588 19.5 

Corey Brewer $7,612,172 $7,579,366    $15,191,538 24 13.3 14.9 5.4 0.0 0.3 -2.4 0.7 -1.7 .490 18.0 

David Nwaba $73,528 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,386,139 20 12.1 19.9 6.0 0.6 0.2 -1.7 -0.3 -2.0 .611 11.8 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Luol Deng $18,000,000 $17,190,000 $18,000,000 $18,810,000  $72,000,000 56 10.1 26.5 7.6 0.1 0.8 -2.3 -0.2 -2.5 .470 14.2 

Brandon Ingram $5,281,680 $5,519,400 $5,757,120 $7,365,485 $9,481,458 $23,923,685 79 8.5 28.8 9.4 -1.0 0.7 -3.1 -0.7 -3.8 .474 16.8 

Metta World Peace $980,431     $980,431 25 6.2 6.4 2.3 -0.3 0.1 -4.2 -2.4 -6.6 .380 21.9 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Julius Randle $3,267,120 $4,149,242 $5,564,134   $7,416,362 74 16.3 28.8 13.2 2.0 1.5 -0.7 0.7 0.0 .543 21.4 

Larry Nance Jr $1,207,680 $1,471,382 $2,272,391 $3,369,956  $4,951,453 63 15.8 22.9 7.1 2.1 1.5 -0.3 2.3 2.0 .567 13.4 

Thomas Robinson  $980,431     $980,431 48 17.3 11.7 5.0 0.3 0.6 -2.2 -0.1 -2.3 .535 20.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Brook Lopez $21,165,675 $22,642,350    $43,808,025 75 20.4 29.6 20.5 3.1 1.8 1.9 -0.4 1.5 .578 29.2 

Tarik Black $6,191,000 $6,655,325    $12,846,325 67 15.0 16.3 5.7 1.5 0.9 -1.8 0.2 -1.6 .560 15.7 

Ivica Zubac $1,034,956 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,892,518 38 17.0 16.0 7.5 0.6 0.5 -2.7 0.3 -2.5 .547 20.3 
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Contract notes: 
 
David Nwaba: Can only be traded if his team option is concurrently 
or previously exercised. 
 
Corey Brewer: Cannot be traded to Houston until after the moratori-
um.  
 
Tarik Black: Has a 10% trade kicker. 
 
Brook Lopez: Cannot be traded to Brooklyn until after the moratori-
um, and cannot have his salary aggregated in trade until after August 
23rd. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

  

Combined total: $94,036,994 

Proximity to cap: $106,006 under 

Proximity to tax: $18,973,356 under  
 
(NB: Nwaba’s combined $137,466 contracts counts as $247,991 for tax pur-
poses) 

Contract notes: 
 
Tarik Black: Fully unguaranteed $6,655,325 until July 4th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
David Nwaba: Has a $1,312,611 team option. Declined. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $71,426,851 
  
 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced, including Nwaba. 
One roster charge of $815,615 
Lonzo Ball (#2 pick): $6,286,560 
Kyle Kuzma (#27 pick): $1,713,720 
Josh Hart (#30 pick): $1,394,520 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $85,965,266 

Max cap room:  $17,362,734 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Tarik Black: Fully unguaranteed $6,655,325 until July 4th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
David Nwaba: Has a $1,312,611 team option. Exercised. 
Tarik Black: Has a 10% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $79,394,787 
  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Nick Young: $10,343,444 
Tyler Ennis: $2,666,707 
Metta World Peace: $1,471,382 
Thomas Robinson: $1,471,382 
Lonzo Ball (#2 pick): $6,286,560 
Kyle Kuzma (#27 pick): $1,713,720 
Josh Hart (#30 pick): $1,394,520 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
Combined total: $116,438,502 

Proximity to cap: $17,438,502 over 

Proximity to tax: $39,446,442 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: Nwaba’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purpos-
es) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Brad Newley - 54th pick, 2007 

Went back to Australia midseason, and could well stay there now, on the downslope of his ca-
reer. Good powerful slasher, cutter, post-up player and hustler who never quite developed an 
NBA guard’s skill set. 

 
Chinemolu Elonu - 59th pick, 2009 

Not a bad player on the interior, but never was NBA calibre. With his skill set, to stand a chance 
he would have to be 7’2, not 6’9. 

 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 second round pick from Denver; no protection. 
2019 second round pick from Chicago; no protection. 
 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 first round pick to Philadelphia or Boston; Philadelphia owns this pick with no protection. 

In a separate deal, they traded the pick to Boston, but assigning it top #1 protection, and also 6-
30 protection. If the pick falls within the protected range, Philadelphia keeps the pick and in-
stead sends the most favourable of its own and Sacramento’s 2019 first round picks, them-
selves both #1 protected. Should either of the two be the #1, Boston gets the other one. 

2018 second round pick to Orlando or Toronto; no protection. Orlando owns its own 2018 sec-
ond round picks as well as one from the Lakers, and will give the less favourable one to Toron-
to via a third deal, thereby keeping the more favourable one. 

2019 second round pick to Portland or Cleveland; no protection. Cleveland owns the Minnesota 
and L.A. Lakers 2019 second round picks from separate deals, and will give the more favoura-
ble one to Portland via a third deal, thereby keeping the less favourable one. 

 
 

2017 Draft picks: Lonzo Ball (#2), Kyle Kuzma (#27), Josh Hart (#30), Thomas 
Bryant (#42) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Might have some cap room. Up to $17,362,734, potentially, as above. This will mean losing 
free agents and/or Black, but none have been hugely valuable. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $11,728,608 combined expiring salaries of Randle and 
Brewer (potentially more depending on the statuses of Young, Black, Russell, Nance, In-
gram, Nwaba and Zubac all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $6.655.325 un-
guaranteed salary of Black (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to 
sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax 
payer MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can 
still send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent 
players, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Young can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to 
five years. World Peace can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of 
the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Robinson and, if his option is declined, 
Nwaba can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the 
minimum for up to four years. Ennis can be signed and traded for up to five years, but the 
point immediately below this one applies to him. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise 
of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Due to having the fourth year of his rookie salary scale contract declined, Ennis can be re-
signed only to a maximum starting amount of $2,666,707. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• If his option is not exercised, the Arenas Rule will apply to Nwaba’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Brook Lopez, who will also 
be eligible for an extension, may be a worthy recipient of this. His contract for 2017/18 
($22,642,350) is suitably large that this will be achievable while also signing other free agents 
with the planned future cap room.  

• Brewer (after July 9th) will also be eligible for a veteran extension. Randle will be eligible for a 
rookie scale extension. 
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C, 7’0, 275lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Becoming a high volume, decent efficiency three-point shooter was surprising yet welcome, although seeing the rebounds decline to a career low to the point that he grabs less than Michael Carter-Williams was a 
tough watch. On an already poor defensive rebounding Lakers team, Lopez will need to reverse this continuing trend. Posts and shoots and defends the rim, which is the extremely rare trifecta, but his pick-and-roll 
defence is becoming an Achilles heel.. As he enters his prime, there should be good trade value there, and as more than just an expiring. Even with the 2018 free agency aspirations, extend that contract to consoli-
date the value of the asset, which will otherwise deteriorate quickly from that point onwards if unextended. Lopez is good. Keeping him will increase the chances of getting 2018 free agents. 

PF, 6’9, 250lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Much improved his finishing at the rim, shooting 57.7% on lay-ups and 46.0% on hook shots, up from 49.4% and 43.8% respectively. The jump shot from both mid and long ranges needs much further improvement, 
and the rebounding rate that was once a strength took a worryingly large drop into normalcy, but in improving his scoring efficiency (partly via shot selection, partly via simply making more relatively easy ones), 
Randle addressed the most immediate area for development in his future. He also pushed the ball well, running the break both with and without being the leader, which is rare for a rather chunky four-man but most 
welcomed, and reflected in his assist rate that nearly doubled. Now he needs to improve the defence. Closing out, rotating correctly, taking charges, getting beaten off the dribble less and not relying on the chase-
down block when he is. Oh, and getting an off-hand. 

SF, 6’9, 220lbs, 32 years old, 13 years of experience 

It’s a really old 32. Deng’s usage is down, his efficiency way down, his defence increasingly ineffective, and only the rebounding sustained. Never hugely athletic, Deng is now one of the slowest small forwards in the 
game, yet a move to power forward does not create a mismatch any more either. Never a spot-up shooter, Deng does not readily fit into an offence designed for such, and nor can he do his own work off the dribble 
any longer. This is therefore a strange mix of player and team. And it is also a very expensive one, so he'll be back. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 32 years old, 10 years of experience 

Young is getting more and more one dimensional each season, as evidenced by a .665% three-point range this past season. Yet with the long twos basically all now three-pointers, and going in at a 40.4% rate de-
spite the degree of difficulty of some of them, that's OK. Even played some defence, recording 3.2 defensive win shares, up significantly from 0.1 the previous year. It could of course all just have been a contact year 
push. Now aged 32, any big contract should be a short one, especially if he's being paid for that level of defence. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 194lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Clarkson is not playing like the stand-out, surprise rookie that he once was. He can still get inside the line through his athleticism, a good handle that allows him to change direction quickly and with a variety of hesi-
tation dribbles, yet he is more often choosing not to, instead putting up outside shots, at which he is not that good. More importantly, when he does get into the paint, he is not using the collapsed defences to pass as 
well or as often as he did as a rookie. The inconsistency in offensive results is flanked by a consistently low defensive IQ, and the player who looked as recently as two years ago to be a significant piece for the fu-
ture now looks more like a tradeable sixth man. 
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C, 6’9, 250lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Black noticeably improved his offensive game this past season, most obviously in the form of a much improved free throw stroke that is now good where previously it was poor. The jump shot is still poor, and never 
will Black be confused for anything other than a physical, rebounding, fouling post player who should finish around the basket and otherwise avoid trying to score. But at being that, he is good. Black is unguaranteed 
for next season, but expires after that, and so if the plan is for 2018 cap space, his contract does not interfere with that. He is thus worth keeping; after all, there may be a second round pick floating out there some-
where for him.  

SF/PF, 6’9, 230lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Nance is already a good role player. He is athletic, knows what to do with it, and knows what not to force with it. He cuts and runs to the basket, tries to dunk everything, often manages it, goes to the glass, and de-
fends the power forward spot well with his size and speed combination, able to switch onto certain threes and fives at times. The mid-range jump shot has also improved (43.5% from 16-24 feet this season), and the 
three-point shot is likely to follow. Nance rotates well, plays hard, and should not go anywhere any time soon. The core the team wants will need players like this around it. 

SF, 6’9, 190lbs, 19 years old, 1 year of experience 

Terrible start, good finish, enough to make the net rating of -19 just about avoidable. Ingram looked flat out poor for the majority of his rookie season, but a upswing at the end on both ends of the court showed some 
upside for the future. Without forcing things, Ingram found some offensive confidence off the dribble, stopped over-faking, attacked the rim and picked up his defensive nuance. Ingram's outside shot is lacking and 
his non-dunk finishing around the rim was extremely poor. However, the mid-range shot was pretty good, and some strength and experience will improve the finishing. If he stays confident, aggressive and versatile, 
and if his arms don't shrink, there is good upside to be had here. 

SG/SF, 6’9, 186lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

Amazingly durable but increasingly unproductive. Brewer plays decent if not stand-out defence, and continues to run at every opportunity. But he still cannot shoot save for the occasional random hot night, still tries 
anyway, and still cannot handle against any kind of pressure. Plays hard still, but more Ronnie Brewer than C.J. Miles, and not trending in the right direction. 

PG, 6’3, 194lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Passed around the league, on his fourth team in three years, and has had his fourth year contract declined, quite the ignominious situation for a first round pick. But Ennis did get a decent run-out in his part season 
with the Lakers, and played better than ever before. Ennis finally got a chance to show the feel for the game that got him drafted, a relatively steady if entirely undynamic hand who has also added three-point range 
this season, and gives forth decent defensive effort if not much size. It is enough for a minimum salary contract somewhere, if not anything more than that. 
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C, 7’1, 265lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Very good rookie season in which he started very slow but ultimately proved his worth as a very talented, and very young, centre. Showed some hook shots in the post, an already-good mid-range jump shots, and 
some footwork, along with a decent rebounding rate and good mobility for his size. Zubac's defence was as bad as his team's, but that part can be worked on later. For now, he is a good prospect, especially for his 
draft range. 

PF, 6’10, 237lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Managed the rare feat of shooting better in traditional field goal percentage (.536%) than in his true shooting percentage (.535%), due to a lack of shooting range and awful shooting. Not a bad season overall, 
though. Robinson is a very good rebounder, particularly on the offensive end, who hustles around the court, and while he still tends to completely lose the action defensively, the athleticism gives him some value 
there as well. A jump shot would help, and the skill level still isn’t hugely high, but the awareness on both ends is still the priority for development. 

SF, 6’6, 260lbs, 37 years old, 17 years of experience 

Can no longer play to the NBA level. Always had a quirky offensive game that relied upon having the ball and some physical tools, which he no longer has, and the defence has gone. That’s probably it. 

SG, 6’4, 209lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Amidst a team that could not defend, Nwaba looked good in his few minutes after his late-season call-up with his ability to keep up with NBA players, to body them up, and with the energy he brought. Nwaba also 
crashed the glass, ran where possible, found his role, and played hard within it. The shot and handle aren’t there and surely never will be plus skills, but just a bit will do. 
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Building Blocks 

 Brandon Ingram: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. The first half of year one 

was a wash-out, but the second half showed the potential that there is no reason to give up 

on. 

 Julius Randle: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Eligible for an extension this 

summer; however, with 2018 cap space aspirations in mind, it is only worth giving him one if 

the starting salary is less than the $12,447,726 cap hold that he will have. [Cap holds for 

Qualifying Veteran Free Agents following the second option year of their rookie scale con-

tract will, as of next offseason, rise to 300% for players whose salary was less than the aver-

age salary, up from 250%.] 

 

 

Good Pieces 

 Brook Lopez: One year remaining at $22,642,350. Eligible for both a renegotiation and ex-

tension so as to avoid free agency, which is probably a good idea. Even with 2018 cap 

space plans in mind, Lopez is the kind of player who adds to a team’s free agency lure. 

 Ivica Zubac: Two years of minimum salary remaining, only the first of which is guaranteed, 

then entering restricted free agency. By that time, he will have had much more time to prove 

his worth, and whether or not he can make Lopez expendable. Keep and play. 

 Larry Nance Jr: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep and establish extension 

credentials next year - should he enter restricted free agency instead, his cap hold will be 

comparatively small. 
 

 

Trade Chips 

 Luol Deng: Three years and $54 million remaining, with no option years involved. This con-

tract is going to prove to be the one that is the obstacle to the 2018 free agency aspirations. 

And given his much declined play, it will cost assets to get rid of it. However, it will cost few-

er assets the closer to expiring it is. There is no rush to move it this summer; try and redeem 

some value first, then move it later on. 

 

 Jordan Clarkson: Three years and $37.5 million remaining. Needs to bounce back as 

a player, then possibly be moved to facilitate cap space aspirations. Then again, he 

also might pair well with Ball and be worth keeping around. 

 Tarik Black: Expiring and unguaranteed $6,655,325 contract. Even with the addition 

of Lopez and the breakout of Lopez, it is not worth waiving him and getting the cap 

space savings. 

 Nick Young: Expiring $5,443,918 contract. Take whatever sign-and-trade value there 

is out there, which is probably nothing but worth asking after. If there isn’t any to be 

found, a one year contract for a reasonable pay rise would be fine, but he probably 

wants the security of multiple years that he ought not to get here. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Corey Brewer: One year and $7,579,366 remaining. He will not have trade value as a 

player, and the expiring contract will not be more useful anywhere else than here. May 

as well let him play it out, then, with potential for a mid-season buyout. 

 Tyler Ennis: Expiring rookie scale contract after having his fourth season option de-

clined. It is a shame that it was, as he showed some progress to end last season. 

Bring back for the minimum. 

 Thomas Robinson : Expiring minimum salary contract who, warts and all, has made 

incremental improvements to his game and excels in rebounding, a skill that does not 

deteriorate quickly. Also ring back for the minimum. 

 

Fringe 

 Metta World Peace: Expiring minimum salary contract and there is no reason to give 

him another one. 

 David Nwaba: Has a team option for 2017/18. May be worth bringing back for the min-

imum salary, but there is not a lot of need to give him a guaranteed one. Decline and 

offer a smaller guarantee to come to camp. 
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Basically every aspect of defence 
Last year, the team gave up both the league’s worst opponent’s actual and effective field 

goal percentages, then failed to clear the glass on the stops they got with only the 22nd 

best defensive rebounding percentage. They played at a quickish pace yet failed to track 

shooters in transition, giving up 37.0% three-point field goal shooting and the third worst 

amount of opponent fast break points, and also failed to protect the rim. The defensive 

improvements need to come from the self-identified core, where of the young players, 

only Nance is an identifiably above-average defender. Ingram is projectable but strug-

gled badly, Randle is less projectable and floundered defending in space, while Clarkson 

and the now-departed Russell could not keep drivers in front. The defensive personnel 

must improve, yet also the defensive habits of those expected to be the foundation must 

be the bedrock of the turnaround in this area, if there is to be one. 

 

Brook Lopez’s future 

If Lopez was brought in purely to be an expiring contract with 2018 cap space aspirations 

in mind, and with the possibility of re-signing him being a back-up plan should the aspira-

tions fail, then that’s something. But Lopez is better than that, a productive offensive cen-

tre in his prime who can stretch the floor, post up and defend the rim. He is talented and 

respected; in short, he is the kind of player that other players would like to have around. 

Free agency cannot start with a blank slate, and although re-signing or extending him 

would require a big contract, it is feasible to have him under contract and still target two 

stars. It ought to at least be pursued. 

 
 

Short term decisions with long term impact 
Not just solely with Lopez, but decisions around the roster are upcoming that will shape 

the future. Randle’s free agency is coming around, and Clarkson’s pairing with Ball for 

the future must be established before his value diminishes. 

 

Lakers Exceptionalism 
The Russell trade signals a clear intent to pursue elite free agents in the summer of 

2018, biding time before then with a season of development for Ingram, Randle and Ball, 

alongside Nance, Zubac, Hart and Clarkson. This is plenty fair enough; the aims should 

be high, and the plans strong and linear, with this plan in particular being buoyed by the 

supposed unspoken commitment from Paul George to join that summer. However, re-

cent attempts to play the Lakers card in free agency have come undone on account of 

Lakers exceptionalism alone not being enough to recruit quality players. As the league 

moves towards a more even financial footing amongst all its teams, a lack of financial 

parity is no longer in the Lakers’ favour, and the prestige model seems not to carry the 

weight it was once thought to. All of the eggs therefore cannot go into one basket. Play-

ers need something to come to, some incentive to join. The opportunities to acquire good 

talent for good prices through selective aggression must therefore not be spurned purely 

because, and not too many assets must be given up to open cap space up. 

 

 

The Deng Contract 
Regardless of what happened to this point to create the situation, Deng is now under 

contract to a very large deal. Yet regardless of how good of a citizen he is and how 

heady of a player he is, his skills and mobility have dwindled to the point that the contract 

is a big burden, preventing the 2018 cap space aspirations from coming through. It cost 

D’Angelo Russell to move Timofey Mozgov’s deal, and yet Deng’s deal is bigger than 

Mozgovs is. There is no immediate urgency required in moving this deal – indeed, the 

longer it stays on the Lakers’ cap figure, the shorter it gets, the less burdensome it be-

comes, and the easier it becomes to move. A package along the lines of Deng, Zubac 

and a first round pick for cap relief will surely be available next summer, negating the 

need to act now. Yet there must be action at some point if the cap space aspirations are 

to come true, which, while doable, will cost assets. 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

LAKERS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

2nd March 2017: The variance in the value of first round picks - GiveMeSport 

19th August 2016: Yi Jianlian: Redemption or commercial pawn? - GiveMeSport 
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Record: 43-39 (seventh seed) 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .247% (9th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .775 (8th) 

Total rebounding rate: .504% (11th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .491 (28th)   
Defensive eFG%: .506 (7th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.1% (7th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.6% (4th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .219 (11th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .256 (29th)  

Points per game: 100.5 (29th) 
Opponents ppg: 100.0 (3rd) 
Pace: 92.3 (28th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 107.6 (19th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.1 (7th) 

Average age: 27.5 (6th oldest) 
Average experience: 6.6 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.4% (17th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.4% (11th) 

Head Coach: David Fizdale 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Mike Conley $26,540,100 $28,530,608 $30,521,115 $32,511,623 $34,502,132 $152,605,578 69 23.2 33.2 20.5 7.5 2.5 6.5 -0.7 5.8 .604 26.3 

Chandler Parsons $22,116,750 $23,112,004 $24,107,258 $25,105,211  $94,441,223 34 7.6 19.9 6.2 -0.5 0.7 -3.6 -0.5 -4.0 .436 17.8 

Marc Gasol $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025 $25,595,700  $93,522,750 74 20.2 34.2 19.5 3.1 2.6 2.1 2.2 4.2 .554 26.4 

Zach Randolph $10,361,445     $10,361,445 73 18.5 24.5 14.1 0.8 2.4 -1.4 -0.7 -2.1 .490 29.2 

Brandan Wright $5,709,880 $5,955,760    $11,665,640 28 18.5 16.0 6.8 1.1 0.5 0.0 1.3 1.3 628 16.3 

Tony Allen $5,505,618     $5,505,618 71 13.3 27.0 9.1 0.2 2.9 -1.8 2.4 0.7 .493 17.9 

Vince Carter $4,264,057     $4,264,057 73 11.7 24.6 8.0 1.9 2.1 0.1 0.9 1.0 .542 14.9 

Troy Daniels $3,332,940 $3,408,520 $3,258,539   $9,999,999 67 10.4 17.7 8.2 0.5 0.8 0.3 -3.4 -3.1 .531 21.7 

James Ennis $2,898,000 $3,028,410    $5,926,410 64 10.6 23.5 6.7 1.4 1.7 -1.0 1.0 0.0 .581 13.0 

Wade Baldwin $1,793,760 $1,874,400 $1,955,160 $3,003,126 $4,240,414 $8,626,446 33 6.4 12.3 3.2 -0.9 0.5 -6.3 0.6 -5.8 .404 19.2 

Deyonta Davis $1,369,229 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $4,226,791 36 10.6 6.6 1.6 0.1 0.4 -5.4 1.8 3.6 .528 12.0 

Jarell Martin $1,286,160 $1,471,382 $2,416,222 $3,549,430  $5,173,764 42 8.7 13.3 3.9 -0.2 0.8 -5.8 -0.6 -6.4 .477 16.4 

Jordan Adams * $1,220,900     $1,220,900 - - - - - - - - - - - 

JaMychal Green $980,431 $2,820,497    $980,431 77 13.5 27.3 8.9 3.1 2.6 -0.4 1.0 0.6 .601 14.4 

Andrew Harrison $945,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,802,562 72 8.7 20.5 5.9 0.0 1.5 -2.4 0.0 -2.5 .477 16.4 

Troy Williams * $543,471     $543,471 24 7.6 17.4 5.3 -0.6 0.6 -4.7 1.6 -3.1 .474 17.5 

Toney Douglas * $379,159     $379,159 24 10.6 16.4 4.9 0.0 0.5 -2.2 1.0 -1.2 .451 17.4 

Jamaal Franklin * $163,296 $163,296 $163,296   $489,888 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Toney Douglas* $100,593     $100,593 24 10.6 16.4 4.9 0.0 0.5 -2.2 1.0 -1.2 .451 17.4 

Wayne Selden $83,119 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,395,730 11 6.2 17.2 5.0 -0.1 0.1 -4.1 1.8 -6.0 .475 16.1 

Toney Douglas* $57,672     $57,672 24 10.6 16.4 4.9 0.0 0.5 -2.2 1.0 -1.2 .451 17.4 

Toney Douglas* $57,672     $57,672 24 10.6 16.4 4.9 0.0 0.5 -2.2 1.0 -1.2 .451 17.4 

D.J. Stephens * $35,000     $35,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Matt Costello * $31,500     $31,500 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tony Wroten * $25,000     $25,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $110,966,427 $94,124,563 $89,630,517 $86,215,660 $34,502,132 $415,439,299            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Mike Conley $26,540,100 $28,530,608 $30,521,115 $32,511,623 $34,502,132 $152,605,578 69 23.2 33.2 20.5 7.5 2.5 6.5 -0.7 5.8 .604 26.3 

Wade Baldwin $1,793,760 $1,874,400 $1,955,160 $3,003,126 $4,240,414 $8,626,446 33 6.4 12.3 3.2 -0.9 0.5 -6.3 0.6 -5.8 .404 19.2 

Andrew Harrison $945,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,802,562 72 8.7 20.5 5.9 0.0 1.5 -2.4 0.0 -2.5 .477 16.4 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Tony Allen $5,505,618     $5,505,618 71 13.3 27.0 9.1 0.2 2.9 -1.8 2.4 0.7 .493 17.9 

Troy Daniels $3,332,940 $3,408,520 $3,258,539   $9,999,999 67 10.4 17.7 8.2 0.5 0.8 0.3 -3.4 -3.1 .531 21.7 

Wayne Selden $83,119 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,395,730 11 6.2 17.2 5.0 -0.1 0.1 -4.1 1.8 -6.0 .475 16.1 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Chandler Parsons $22,116,750 $23,112,004 $24,107,258 $25,105,211  $94,441,223 34 7.6 19.9 6.2 -0.5 0.7 -3.6 -0.5 -4.0 .436 17.8 

Vince Carter $4,264,057     $4,264,057 73 11.7 24.6 8.0 1.9 2.1 0.1 0.9 1.0 .542 14.9 

James Ennis $2,898,000 $3,028,410    $5,926,410 64 10.6 23.5 6.7 1.4 1.7 -1.0 1.0 0.0 .581 13.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

JaMychal Green $980,431 $2,820,497    $980,431 77 13.5 27.3 8.9 3.1 2.6 -0.4 1.0 0.6 .601 14.4 

Zach Randolph $10,361,445     $10,361,445 73 18.5 24.5 14.1 0.8 2.4 -1.4 -0.7 -2.1 .490 29.2 

Jarell Martin $1,286,160 $1,471,382 $2,416,222 $3,549,430  $5,173,764 42 8.7 13.3 3.9 -0.2 0.8 -5.8 -0.6 -6.4 .477 16.4 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Marc Gasol $21,165,675 $22,642,350 $24,119,025 $25,595,700  $93,522,750 74 20.2 34.2 19.5 3.1 2.6 2.1 2.2 4.2 .554 26.4 

Brandan Wright $5,709,880 $5,955,760    $11,665,640 28 18.5 16.0 6.8 1.1 0.5 0.0 1.3 1.3 628 16.3 

Deyonta Davis $1,369,229 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $4,226,791 36 10.6 6.6 1.6 0.1 0.4 -5.4 1.8 3.6 .528 12.0 
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Contract notes: 
  
Marc Gasol: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

Brandan Wright: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

 

Troy Daniels: Cannot be traded to Houston until after the moratori-

um.  

 

Wayne Selden: Can only be traded if his team option is concurrently 

or previously exercised. 

  
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 

  

Combined total: $110,966,427 

Proximity to cap: $16,823,427 over 

Proximity to tax: $1,816,784 under  
 
(NB: Williams’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes; 
Selden’s $83,119 counts as $149,948) 

 
 

Contract notes: 
  
Wayne Selden: Has a $1,312,611 team option. Declined. 
Marc Gasol: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Brandan Wright: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $92,811,952 

  
 
 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced, including Selden. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
  

Combined total: $106,139,182 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
  
Wayne Selden: Has a $1,312,611 team option. Exercised. 
Marc Gasol: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Brandan Wright: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

  
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $94,124,563 

  
  

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Zach Randolph: $15,542,168 
Tony Allen: $10,460,674 
Vince Carter: $8,101,708 
JaMychal Green: $2,820,497 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
 
Combined total: $142,745,610 

Proximity to cap: $43,745,610 over 

Proximity to tax: $24,716,666 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: if his option is exercised, Selden’s $1,312,611 counts as $1,471,382 
for tax purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Rade Zagorac - 35th pick, 2016 
Intriguingly tall wing who is a scoring threat on and off the ball. Needs a step-up in level. Could 
be brought over now, but perhaps best to wait a year or two, to let him continue to grow on 
someone else’s dollar. 

 

Wang Zhelin - 57th pick, 2016 
Very good statistics in the CBA but equally hard to imagine him in the NBA. Some skill in the 
post, when spotting up and on two-dribble drives, but weak, thin, highly turnovers and foul 
prone, and bumped off the spot far too easily. And that’s not even at this level. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 second round pick from Charlotte, Miami, or both; in separate deals, Memphis acquired 
Charlotte and Miami’s 2018 second round picks, with no protection, to go with their own. In a 
third deal, they agreed to trade the least favourable of the three to Houston. They will thus have 
two 2018 second round picks, just not sure of whose. 

2019 second round pick from Boston; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it will be extinguished. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2019 first round pick to Boston; top 8 protected in 2019, top 6 protected in 2020, unprotected in 
2021. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Ivan Rabb (#35), Dillon Brooks (#45) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Not likely to have cap room. It would take a cost cutting more. The team could ever so slightly 

dip under through renouncements, yet not by an amount that would be more useful than just 

getting all the renounceable parts, as seen below. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-

ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). The MLE is better than this. 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 

threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 

up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 

years (maximum 5% raises), the combined $8,984,170 expiring salaries of Wright and Ennis 

(potentially more depending on the statuses of Selden, Harrison, Martin and Baldwin, all with 

unguaranteed portions and/or options), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-

teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-

teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 

However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 

therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Randolph, Allen, Green and Carter can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the 

maximum salary for up to five years. If his option is declined, Selden can be signed and traded 

to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: 

BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or 

over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• If his option is not exercised, the Arenas Rule will apply to Selden’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not likely 

be any cap space, nor is anyone eligible. 

• Wright will be eligible for a veteran extension (after July 9th).  
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C, 7’1, 255lbs, 32 years old, 9 years of experience 

Aged 32, Gasol has peaked, and while the sudden emergence of a high volume, high efficiency three-point stroke will add to his career longevity (and certainly helps in the short term as well), the slight decline in 
other areas has begun. The defensive rebounds have started to tape off, and the offensive rebounding rate has dwindled to virtually nothing at this point where once it was quite good. The free throw rate is done (the 
threes are partly why, but it was going down anyway), the finishing at the rim is down, and the defensive positioning is down. Perhaps most importantly, the defensive rotations and positioning are down, and yet 
nothing is quite as down as his aggressiveness level. Gasol is still good, very good. But it might be time to cash in while there is still strong value to be had.  

PF, 6’9, 227lbs, 27 years old, 3 years of experience 

Won Randolph's spot and proved himself to be a pretty solid NBA starter. Finishes around the basket pretty well, shoots from outside pretty well, rebounds on the defensive end pretty well, guards switches pretty 
well, defends the post fairly well. Not much of a rim protector, even less of a creator and prone to grabbing rather than sliding over, yet Green has become a reliable and important role player, who now enters restrict-
ed free agency. He is a likely target for the Brooklyn Nets-type teams who are looking to find young veterans with quality, hoping to outbid their cap-conscious incumbent teams. The downside to playing him so much 
was in having him earn so much market value. This could be expensive. 

SF, 6’10, 230lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

Clearly injured, when he wasn't supposed to be. Absolutely, totally, completely, colossally ineffective when he did play, scoring worse than Tony Allen and defending about as well as Troy Daniels. Parsons contribut-
ed absolutely nothing, and did so for a max salary. It could not have gone worse. The healthy Parsons still isn't worth a max salary, yet he will at least bring something. As of right now, Parsons is a sunk cost. And 
health going forward is far from assumed. 

SG, 6’4, 213lbs, 35 years old, 13 years of experience 

Getting old, but does not seem to have lost any noticeable impact yet, still able to do his combination of defence, cutting and the occasional power move. Allen now enters unrestricted free agency, and a market 
value is hard to gauge on an aging one-way player with so few comparable peers. Both him and Randolph entering free agency at the same time is awkward, and potentially dangerous unless both can re-sign for 
favourable prices. There isn't much money to go around post-Parsons. But Allen does stuff on the roster that no one can do or readily projects to doing, while Randolph has Green (and potentially Martin) for compa-
ny. Should it be a choice, this is a big plus for Allen. 

PG, 6’1, 175lbs, 29 years old, 10 years of experience 

Conley is hugely important to the construct of the Grizzlies, partly because no one else does the things he does (the ball-handling and playmaking, even at a basic level, fall off a cliff without him), but also because of 
how sneaky good he has become over the last decade. The improvements continue, too, even as he hits 30, posting a career year this past season with a .604% true shooting percentage and 10.0 win shares. Con-
ley must be considered at this point to be one of the best players to have never once been an All-Star. Give him a bigger market and a faster paced team, and this oversight would never have happened. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 210lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Wright got hurt, because he often gets hurt. As always, when he played, he was very effective, a shotblocker and athlete who dunks everything, runs, rolls, occasionally makes a jump shot, and is too busy bouncing 
around to rebound. Perhaps it is just due to my eternal problem of overly lauding the play of springy athletic wiry strong back-up big men (see also John Henson and Ed Davis) that is why I speak so fondly of him, 
but Wright is plenty good, and just needs to get healthy. The injuries make him unreliable, but the talents make him worth waiting on. 

PF, 6’9, 260lbs, 35 years old, 16 years of experience 

On the plus side, Randolph last season rebounded better than he had done for the three years prior. On the down side, the shooting efficiency is tailing off, down to a .490% true shooting, his lowest since 2006., and 
he has not become a three-point shooter of note. In the new NBA, not being able to score efficiently, defend the rim at all or defend screen action should be a death knell. But Randolph can still contribute, through 
toughness and sheer bloody-mindedness. And maybe with a little bit of nostalgia in his favour as well. Worth giving a see-out-your-career-from-the-bench contract to. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 220lbs, 40 years old, 19 years of experience 

Remarkably capable for his age, and it’s a true testament to how transcendent his athleticism was that he still retains so much of it in his forties. Yet the nostalgia and the relatively good aging ought not obscure the 
fact that his impact is waning. Vince shoots the three well still, hitting 37.8% this past season, and his durability was remarkable, yet the lateral speed is going, as is the ability to get to the rim. And although he can 
still shoot, he also keeps taking heat checks, which can undermine it a bit. Still, Carter had some vital veteran contributions, and may still have some more in him. It would be nice to see him make a run at Robert 

SG, 6’4, 205lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

Daniels has two attributes; a good three-point shot, and an unabashed confidence. The latter of these two is only sometimes an attribute. Serving as pretty much the total and complete opposite of the man he backs 
up, Daniels casts up the shots and does pretty much nothing else. A distinctly poor defender, undersized and not very athletic, Daniels is a liability on that end, and also not one to handle the ball at all, despite being 
a guard. His value comes from the volume of his shots, then. Might as well keep putting them up. But remembering to up-fake and drive close-outs would also be a good move. And remembering to cut rather than 
just standing there would also help. 

PG/SG, 6’6, 213lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Shot a lowly 32.5% from the field with some absolutely enormous slumps along the way. Struggled from outside, turned it over a fair amount, and fouled even more often, often at bad moments. Harrison did however 
look pretty solid defensively, and improved as the season went along, having some big playoff moments (or one, at least) along with improved shooting. Needs to try and speed up his feet, improve his outside game 
(particularly from the right side of the floor), and probe where possible without taking too many risks. A projectable back-up, and seemingly one already quite trusted by the coaching stuff, who needs to improve. 
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C, 6’11, 237lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Didn’t play much, neither in the big league nor on assignment. But in the time he did play, Davis showed himself to be quite the rim protector. Big, long and athletic, Davis has shot blocking instincts, timing and re-
covery speed. The offensive skills aren’t much, but the mistakes low, and the mistakes recognised. A project worth keeping, and getting the opportunities to play and develop him more with court time would be an-
other upside to a Gasol trade. 

PF, 6’10 239lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Two years in, and Martin has yet to find a role; indeed, he regressed significantly from his rookie season as a sophomore, shooting 38.4% as a supposed big man and not being nearly physical enough. Martin is still 
projectable - he has stretch potential, good athleticism, the ability to run the court, the theoretical ability to drive the ball, a good rebounding rate and the potential to be a good stretch big defender. It is plenty imagi-
nable that he could one day do what Green already does now, but it is also undeniable that he is a long way short of that. 

SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 26 years old, 3 years of experience 

Overexposed in having to play a bigger role than suits his marginal talents. As a man who cannot take a dribble in traffic, commits a high amount of turnovers through trying anyway and who does not defend as well 
as it looks like he should do, Ennis is a ninth man time rather than a 1,500 minute player. Nevertheless, he shot 37.2% from three-point range on a .427% three-point attempt rate, which will help cement his future. 
Ennis needs to commit to using his physical prowess to cutting, defending and rebounding more than he does, but he is a useful if inconsistent role player paid accordingly. 

SG, 6’5, 230lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Ended his rookie season as the primary wing back-up on a playoff team, roughly three weeks or so after being a D-League cusper. This was more due to team necessity triggered by injury, rather than Selden’s earn-
ing of the role. Nonetheless, Selden gave the role a go, defending bigger spots and had some athletic moments. His shot escaped him at the NBA level, but having been a decent to good shooter throughout his 
Kansas career, that is a very foreseeable adjustment. Selden did not stand out hugely at the D-League level, but will be on the cusp for a couple of years, and will stick if the shots do. 

PG, 6’4, 202lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Big strikeout as a rookie, outplayed by Harrison, and not because Harrison was especially good. Also underwhelmed on a lengthy assignment, where he did not cut the mustard as either a half-court point guard or 
an individual scoring talent. Still projectable as all hell defensively at the point guard spot, with endless arms and plenty of activity, but he has to be able to play capable offence. Right now, he has no area of the 
court he can call his own, looks flustered if not lost as a half-court point guard, and was a liability. Plenty of skills development required. 
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Building Blocks 

 Mike Conley: Four years and circa. $126 million remaining. As things stand, worth every pen-

ny. 

 

Good Pieces 

 JaMychal Green: Entering restricted free agency, and could be a second tier target on the 

market. His qualifying offer and cap hold of $2,820,497 are small, but eight figure per annum 

offers might come in. At the lower ends of that range, they are worth matching. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Marc Gasol: Three years and circa. $72.355 million remaining, with the last year a player op-

tion. As his game transitions into becoming less do-it-all and more do-a-bit, can a team on a 

budget and with the Parsons problem afford this? Why not cash in while value is still high? 

 Brandan Wright: One year at $5,955,760 left. When he is healthy, this is a very good value 

deal, but the price does reflect the injuries. It is probably worth pursuing a trade for Wright, giv-

en the lack of other tradeable pieces and the potential of incumbent youth making him expend-

able. 

 

Uncertain 

 Chandler Parsons: Three years and circa. $72.325 million remaining with no options. Needs a 

bounce-back in the worse way. Last year, he was both untradeable and unplayable. Needs to 

get healthy and be at least one of the two, to stop this becoming a sunk cost. 

 Zach Randolph: Expiring $10,361,445 contract. With his play declining, the need to reload the 

roster and the cap situation around him being pretty intensely stacked, Randolph will need to 

take a discount from that figure, and sentimentality should not result in overpayments.   

 Wade Baldwin: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Will need to show a lot more 

next season to win his spot going forward, and needs to if the team is not to be overly reliant on 

Conley. 

 Tony Allen: Expiring $5,505,618 contract. With Bird rights in toe, re-signing Allen is as 

doable as it is wanted to be. The kind of price tag he just played for seems fair consid-

ering  his age. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 James Ennis: One year and $3,028,410 remaining. No reason to move it, and surely 

no value in doing so, so play it out and re-evaluate. 

 Deyonta Davis: Two years of guaranteed minimum salary remaining. Keep and devel-

op, and hope his growth makes a Wright trade for value possible. 

 Jarell Martin: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Could in theory step up in 

the wake of a Randolph departure. Should be given the opportunity to sink or swim, at 

least. 

 Troy Daniels: Two years and circa. $6.67 million left, both guaranteed. With the new 

CBA, this won’t be much about his minimum salary, which seems fair. 

 Vince Carter: Expiring $4,264,057 salary. The longevity is fun, but Vince is a minimum 

salary player at this point. 

 

Fringe 

 Andrew Harrison: Has two minimum salary seasons remaining, the next of which is 

guaranteed. Will enter restricted free agency afterwards, if so desired. Needs work, but 

no reason not to keep him around for at least one more year. 

 Wayne Selden: At the time of writing, his team option for next year has not been de-

cided upon, yet there seems no need to exercise it. Bring him back to camp if so de-

sired to fight for a place. 
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TBC 
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Record: 41-41 

Salary cap situation  
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .242% (11th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .764 (14th) 

Total rebounding rate: .500 (15th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .512 (15th)   
Defensive eFG%: .496 (4th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.4% (11th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 12.6% (16th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .177 (29th) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .220 (22nd)  

Points per game: 103.2 (21st) 
Opponents ppg: 102.1 (5th) 
Pace: 95.2 (21st) 
 

Offensive Rating: 107.8 (17th)  
Defensive Rating: 106.7 (5th) 

Average age: 27.4 (7th oldest) 
Average experience: 6.2 years 

Three-point shooting: 36.5% (12th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.3% (3rd) 

Head Coach: Erik Spoelstra 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Hassan Whiteside $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,018  $98,419,537 77 22.6 32.6 17.0 4.2 5.3 -2.0 1.5 -0.5 .579 22.7 

Goran Dragic $15,891,725 $17,000,450 $18,109,175 $19,217,900  $70,219,250 73 19.7 33.7 20.3 5.0 2.6 3.4 -0.7 2.7 .575 27.1 

Wayne Ellington $6,000,000 $6,270,000    $12,270,000 62 12.6 24.2 10..5 2.1 1.2 1.8 -1.9 -0.2 .565 17.9 

Josh McRoberts $5,782,450 $6,021,175    $11,803,625 22 9.8 17.3 4.9 -0.1 0.4 -2.9 0.5 -2.4 .439 16.9 

Tyler Johnson $5,628,000 $5,881,260 $19,245,370 $19,245,370  $50,000,000 73 15.9 29.8 13.7 3.1 2.7 0.7 0.7 1.5 .535 20.9 

Derrick Williams * $4,598,000     $4,598,000 25 10.1 15.1 5.9 -0.1 0.4 -3.8 -1.4 -5.2 .465 20.4 

James Johnson $4,000,000     $4,000,000 76 17.0 27.4 12.8 1.9 3.2 0.5 2.2 2.7 .564 22.0 

Udonis Haslem $4,000,000     $4,000,000 17 8.4 7.6 1.8 0.0 0.2 -4.9 1.1 -3.7 .524 12.8 

Dion Waiters $2,898,000     $2,898,000 46 14.5 30.1 15.8 0.2 1.5 0.0 -0.8 -0.8 .507 26.3 

Justise Winslow $2,593,440 $2,705,040 $3,448,926 $4,697,437  $8,747,406 18 8.2 34.7 10.9 -0.9 0.8 -4.0 1.3 -2.7 .399 19.8 

Luke Babbitt $1,227,286     $1,227,286 68 8.4 15.7 4.8 0.8 1.0 -1.0 -0.8 -1.8 .563 13.0 

Willie Reed $1,015,696     $1,015,696 71 17.1 14.5 5.3 2.1 1.5 -1.3 0.7 -0.6 .578 15.3 

Josh Richardson $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 53 10.7 30.5 10.2 0.3 1.9 -1.0 1.1 0.2 .493 16.8 

Rodney McGruder $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 78 9.1 25.2 6.4 1.2 1.7 -0.8 0.5 -0.4 .506 12.3 

Briante Weber * $327,989     $327,989 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Okaro White $210,995 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,523,606 35 7.5 13.5 2.8 0.1 0.5 -3.1 0.9 -2.1 .507 10.8 

Stefan Jankovic * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Okaro White* $100,000     $100,000 35 7.5 13.5 2.8 0.1 0.5 -3.1 0.9 -2.1 .507 10.8 

Keith Benson * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Marcus Georges-Hunt * $31,969     $31,969 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Okaro White * $31,969     $31,969 35 7.5 13.5 2.8 0.1 0.5 -3.1 0.9 -2.1 .507 10.8 

Okaro White* $31,969     $31,969 35 7.5 13.5 2.8 0.1 0.5 -3.1 0.9 -2.1 .507 10.8 

Total Salaries: $78,079,345 $65,750,035 $67,782,685 $65,556,288 $0 $277,168,353            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Goran Dragic $15,891,725 $17,000,450 $18,109,175 $19,217,900  $70,219,250 73 19.7 33.7 20.3 5.0 2.6 3.4 -0.7 2.7 .575 27.1 

Tyler Johnson $5,628,000 $5,881,260 $19,245,370 $19,245,370  $50,000,000 73 15.9 29.8 13.7 3.1 2.7 0.7 0.7 1.5 .535 20.9 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dion Waiters $2,898,000     $2,898,000 46 14.5 30.1 15.8 0.2 1.5 0.0 -0.8 -0.8 .507 26.3 

Josh Richardson $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 53 10.7 30.5 10.2 0.3 1.9 -1.0 1.1 0.2 .493 16.8 

Wayne Ellington $6,000,000 $6,270,000    $12,270,000 62 12.6 24.2 10..5 2.1 1.2 1.8 -1.9 -0.2 .565 17.9 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Justise Winslow $2,593,440 $2,705,040 $3,448,926 $4,697,437  $8,747,406 18 8.2 34.7 10.9 -0.9 0.8 -4.0 1.3 -2.7 .399 19.8 

Rodney McGruder $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 78 9.1 25.2 6.4 1.2 1.7 -0.8 0.5 -0.4 .506 12.3 

Luke Babbitt $1,227,286     $1,227,286 68 8.4 15.7 4.8 0.8 1.0 -1.0 -0.8 -1.8 .563 13.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

James Johnson $4,000,000     $4,000,000 76 17.0 27.4 12.8 1.9 3.2 0.5 2.2 2.7 .564 22.0 

Okaro White $210,995 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,523,606 35 7.5 13.5 2.8 0.1 0.5 -3.1 0.9 -2.1 .507 10.8 

Josh McRoberts $5,782,450 $6,021,175    $11,803,625 22 9.8 17.3 4.9 -0.1 0.4 -2.9 0.5 -2.4 .439 16.9 

Udonis Haslem $4,000,000     $4,000,000 17 8.4 7.6 1.8 0.0 0.2 -4.9 1.1 -3.7 .524 12.8 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Hassan Whiteside $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,018  $98,419,537 77 22.6 32.6 17.0 4.2 5.3 -2.0 1.5 -0.5 .579 22.7 

Willie Reed $1,015,696     $1,015,696 71 17.1 14.5 5.3 2.1 1.5 -1.3 0.7 -0.6 .578 15.3 
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Contract notes: 
 
Tyler Johnson: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

  

 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 

  

Combined total: $78,079,345 

Proximity to cap: $16,063,655 under 

Proximity to tax: $10,782,883 under  
 
(NB: McGruder’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes; 
White’s $210,995 counts as $380,638; the $31,969 10-day contracts for 
White and Georges-Hunt each count as $57,672) 

 
 

Contract notes: 
 
Wayne Ellington: Fully unguaranteed $6,270,000 until the day 
after the end of the moratorium, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept 
and guaranteed. Waived. 
Josh Richardson Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until June 
30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. Waived. 
Rodney McGruder: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until August 
1st, thereafter $452,624 guaranteed  with other future guarantee 
dates. Kept and guaranteed. Waived. 
Okaro White: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, 
thereafter $226,312 guaranteed  with other future guarantee 
dates. Kept and guaranteed. Waived. 
Tyler Johnson: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $55,383,431 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Six roster charges of $815,615 each 
Bam Adebayo (#14 pick): $2,490,360 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $67,095,481 

Max cap room:  $36,232,519 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possi-
ble to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this 
is the sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Wayne Ellington: Fully unguaranteed $6,270,000 until the day 
after the end of the moratorium, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept 
and guaranteed. 
Josh Richardson Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until June 30th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Rodney McGruder: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until August 
1st, thereafter $452,624 guaranteed with other future guarantee 
dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
Okaro White: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, there-
after $226,312 guaranteed with other future guarantee dates. Kept 
and guaranteed. 
Tyler Johnson: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
  

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $65,750,035 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Udonis Haslem: $7,600,000 
James Johnson: $4,800,000 
Dion Waiters: $3,477,600 
Luke Babbitt: $1,471,382 
Willie Reed: $1,471,382 
Bam Adebayo (#14 pick): $2,490,360 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Room Exception: $4,328,000 

 

Combined total: $91,388,759 

Proximity to cap: $11,939,241 under 

Proximity to tax: $52,932,423 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 

(NB: McGruder and White’s $1,312,611 contracts count as $1,471,382 for 
tax purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

George Banks - 46th pick, 1995 
Long since retired. 

 

Roberto Duenas - 58th pick, 1997 
Long since retired. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

None. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2018 first round pick to Phoenix; top 7 protected in 2018 and unprotected in 2019. 

2018 second round pick to Memphis or Houston; no protection. In separate deals, Memphis 
acquired 2018 second round picks from Charlotte and Miami; in a third deal, they agreed to 
trade the least favourable of their three 2018 second round picks (including their own) to Hou-
ston. 

2019 second round pick to Minnesota; no protection.  

2020 second round pick to Boston; no protection.  

2021 first round pick to Phoenix; no protection.  

2021 second round pick to Portland; no protection.  

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Bam Adebayo (#14) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 
• Now that Bosh has been removed from the cap, the team will have some cap room. Up to 

$36,232,519, potentially, as above. 

• Other moves, such as stretching McRoberts, are also plenty plausible. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $6,021,175 expiring salary of McRoberts (potentially 
more depending on the statuses of Ellington, Waiters, Reed, Richardson, McGruder, White 
and Winslow, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $10.366.604 combined un-
guaranteed salaries of White, Ellington, Richardson and McGruder (pursuant to aforemen-
tioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Haslem can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to 
five years. Babbitt can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the aver-
age salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Johnson can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $4.8 million) for up to four years. Same is true of 
Waiters; his starting amount is capped at $3,477,600. Reed can be signed and traded to a 
contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum salary for up to four years. NB: 
BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at 
or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, the only eligible 
players will be McRoberts, which is not happening. 

• McRoberts will also be eligible for a veteran extension, but neither is that. Richardson will be 
eligible after August 3rd. 
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C, 7’0, 265lbs, 28 years old, 5 years of experience 

While his per-game numbers were mostly up, Whiteside’s scoring efficiency was down, his free throw rate down, and his blocks quite a long way down on years before. This in part due to an ever-increasing amount 
of mid-range jump shots, at which he is quite good, and in part due to the attempts to establish him as a post offence threat, at which he just isn’t. When picking and rolling, getting open through ball movement and 
cutting, Whiteside is a good finisher, and he should just stick with that. Defensively, the blocks are down partly due to opponents not taking him on as much – certainly to his credit – but also due to more judicious 
decisions as to when to go for the block, leading to increased interior defensive metrics. And when asked to do the rebounding work of two positions, as he so often was, Whiteside normally came through. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 250lbs, 30 years old, 8 years of experience 

2016/17 was a career year for Johnson, for whom a move to power forward full-time was most welcomed. He shot the three better, enjoyed the biggest offensive role of his career to date, became a key clutch player 
of all things, and also picked up his rebounding a bit. And while he was still prone to the occasional moment of thinking he is Kevin Durant and a high number of bad passes, Johnson also picked up his defence. No 
longer letting players get past him in order to go for the recovering block, Johnson did a better job keeping players in front, holding them to less efficient shooting, and still got the blocks anyway. He lost weight, 
played for a contract, and will probably get it.  

SF, 6’7, 225lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

It’s been a slow start for Winslow; underwhelming on one end as a rookie, similarly underwhelming for 18 games as a sophomore, then suffering a season-ending injury to his shoulder. It was known that a lot of 
offensive work would be needed and that his greatest virtues lay defensively, where he is already a pretty fearless man-to-man defender, big and strong, quick and driven. It cannot be overlooked, however, that the 
offensive skills are very poor at this stage. Winslow is young, but he hasn’t developed due to the shoulder, which essentially wrote off an important year in his development.  

SG, 6’4, 225lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

In Miami, Waiters found a team that both allowed and needed his unique, awkward playing style. Waiters has always wanted to be “the man” in the half-court offence; similarly, Miami needed him to be. And up to a 
point, he was. On the plus side, Waiters shot 39.5% from three on the season and had some big performances. But on the flip side, his three-point rate was only .324%, his free throw rate was only .192%, his free 
throw shooting a poor 64.6%, his shooting at the rim was only .507%, his mid-rangers were plentiful, and his overall true shooting percentage was only .507%. Waiters had some good moments and some game 
winning performances, but for a player that is still essentially scorer-only, and who needs a large share of the ball to have an impact, those aren’t good numbers. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

In light of the departure of Dwyane Wade and the amount of time on the ball it opened up, Dragic was asked to step up, and did. A career-high in usage rate accompanied an increase in true shooting percentage, 
Dragic pushed and moved the ball in a way that came to define the team. No longer fitting into a system, Dragic became the system, and thrived within it personally, with marked improvements all over the court com-
pared to his first full year in Miami. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 220lbs, 27 years old, 2 years of experience 

Had his first season in a regular NBA rotation, and did well in it. Reed rebounded well, kept the mistakes low, chased around on defence and flung himself at the basket at every opportunity, being very effective in his 
role. He shot 70.3% at the rim on a high number of dunks, and outperformed his minimum salary slot. So to re-sign him will mean a pay rise. The cap hold will be small, but the non-Bird exception won’t be enough, 
so some of the cap space or the room MLE (or the BAE if cap room isn’t pursued) may be in order. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 204lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

White won his spot on a 10-day contract and pushed out Derrick Williams, but subsequently struggled somewhat after winning the spot. In theory, White is a three-and-D power forward with occasional small forward 
minutes, who hustles, can drive the ball a bit against slower opponents, taking contact, disrupting on defence with his good hands, and finishing well with those same good hands. Without great strength or athleti-
cism, that projection is favourable only if the shots go in, and if he can also rebound a bit. Work is needed on both of those aspects. 

SG, 6’4, 205lbs, 25 years old, 1 year of experience 

The recipient of as-near-as-is 2,000 minutes as an undrafted 25 year old rookie who had not played in elite European leagues prior, McGruder gave the massive step-up in competition level a go, and didn’t look too 
overwhelmed, recording only 1.0 turnovers per 36 minutes. That said, while he made few mistakes offensively, he also had very little responsibility. McGruder’s responsibility was to shoot open three-pointers (and 
not doing so very well; 33.4% on the season), stay out of the way, don’t be a hero and cut where possible. Instead, he was in to defend. And he did, including bodying up small forwards far bigger than he to decent 
effect. McGruder had great defensive energy, winning the team possessions, being a pest, getting on the floor, and doing his damnedest to stay in front. They weren’t 2,000 sympathy minutes. He earned those. Now 
he needs to shoot better. 

PG/SG, 6’6, 200lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Slightly disappointing year; missed a fair amount of time due to injury and lost the good volume high efficiency three-point shot of his rookie season, which had a knock-on effect onto his entire game. Richardson is 
not going to be an NBA lead guard, and showed it when asked to be at times this past season, so instead he must try to thrive in a formula like that of his rookie season. Some secondary ball handling, smart pass-
ing, spotting-up, timely driving, maybe even the occasional post-up, combined with good defence at the one, two, three and sometimes even four positions. Ellington is the better shooter, Johnson is the better ball 
handler and McGruder is (perhaps) the better wing defender; Richardson, then, must become the utility guy who can do a bit of each, and whose tremendous versatility provides his value 

PG/SG, 6’4, 186lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

The first year of his big new contract meant a big spike in minutes and responsibility were required. And they came. As Johnson’s usage rate went up four points, his turnover percentage went down six, and his as-
sists went up by nearly three. Johnson improved his handle, his probing, his pick-and-roll playmaking, his ability to get to the rim, and his overall efficiency on the ball, and has become a good combo guard, the per-
fect third wheel in a three-guard rotation, and a solid starter in the right situation. 
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PF/C, 6’11, 235lbs, 33 years old, 14 years of experience 

Bosh is said to have a career ending injury. Whether he agrees with this is or not might not matter – it matters only if anyone wants to give him a contract ever again. A disappointing ending, or presumed ending, to a 
great career. But this needn’t be the part anyone remembers. [UPDATE: Waived.] 

PF, 6’10, 240lbs, 30 years old, 10 years of experience 

McRoberts’s injury problems continued in 2016/17, playing only 22 games and 381 minutes for combined totals of 81 games and 1,270 in the three seasons of his Heat career. And when he has played, he hasn’t 
been good. This should be McRoberts’s prime, but the heady, passing, shooting, wily and rather unique big man of his past career is now but a memory. McRoberts has opted into his contract for next season, as 
expected, but all that makes him is a stretch provision candidate. 

PF, 6’8, 235lbs, 37 years old, 14 years of experience 

Haslem’s last contract over the last couple of years has mostly been a loyalty bonus rather than a playing contract. He has managed only 390 minutes across those two seasons, and contributes very little as a player 
any more except for solid rebounding. For whatever reason, this past season, he more than tripled his turnover percentage while playing half as many minutes as the one prior. Which, while more anomalous than 
meaningful, does speak to how small of sample sizes we are talking. Haslem’s playing career seems to have drawn to its natural end, and he should now begin the journey Juwan Howard began before him and join 
the bench as an assistant. 

SF, 6’9, 225lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

Babbitt took 281 shots this season, 268 of which were jump shots, and 210 of which were from three. He shot 41.4% from three-point range and 36.6% from two-point range; his ever-increasingly one dimensional 
play, then, is probably a good thing. Babbitt doesn’t board, is overmatched defending the interior and able to be gotten past on the perimeter, but at least there is defensive effort and the occasional surprising piece 
of footwork. He has an NBA role to play. Probably not as big of one as he received in 2016/17, though. 

SG, 6’4, 200lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Cast up far more three-pointers than ever before, and hit 37.8% of them, leading to a career high .565% three shooting percentage and a career-best season. Ellington also cut his turnover percentage to 5.0%, and 
while his offensive game is becoming increasingly one-dimensional, that is seemingly a good thing, because it is improving his performance; he can’t dribble, so he’s stopped trying. Ellington does not however fit the 
three-and-D wing profile because his defence is poor, with no ability of note to keep his man in front and a fair few missed rotations. His unguaranteed contract pays a reasonable market price for a shooter, yet the 
defensive questions do leave him in the firing line. 
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Building Blocks 

 Hassan Whiteside: Three years and circa. $76.3 million remaining, with the last year as an 

option. Has become quite the two-way player and young enough still to count as a building 

block. 

 

Good Pieces 

 Goran Dragic: Three years and circa. $54.3 million left, with the last season as a player op-

tion. Worth it for now, although certainly not immovable in a year’s time. 

 Tyler Johnson: Three years and a shade under $44.5 million, with the enormous salary 

spike due to his Arenas-rule matching coming after the upcoming season, when he will be 

paid only $5,881,260. The huge spike will affect trade value, but he is probably worth keep-

ing throughout the life of the deal, rendering that moot anyway. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 James Johnson: Expiring $5 million salary and earned a pay rise. Given his style of play, 

Johnson will be coveted by contending teams, although those teams might only have MLEs 

to work with. For that amount, he is worth re-signing with a view to dealing down the road. 

 Dion Waiters: Expiring $2,898,000 salary, and will want a lot more than that. As useful as 

he was at times, Waiters’s limited production, seemingly skewed sense of it and his awk-

ward playing style unconducive to modern offences should temper his price tag to some-

thing resembling at absolute most a two or three year MLE, which even then would be an 

overpayment based on the hope he will sustain and improve further.  

 Willie Reed: Has declined his player option for the minimum to test unrestricted free agen-

cy, aiming to get above the minimum for the first time in his career. Earned more than that, 

too, so it’s a fair shout. Maybe a room MLE candidate, albeit ideally costing less than that.  

 Josh Richardson: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, final year. Bit of 

a down season on 2016/17, but still very much worth that. 

 Rodney McGruder: Two unguaranteed minimum salary contract seasons left. Earned 

at least the first one of those with his defensive play last season, so keep him around 

and see if he can add to the offensive skill level to go with that. 

 

Uncertain 

 Justise Winslow: Two years of rookie scale salary contract. Certainly worth keeping 

and developing for those two years, but the outcome is far from certain after this slow 

start. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Wayne Ellington: Unguaranteed $6.27 million contract for 2016/17. Can likely be 

waived and brought back for less, should he be wanted enough. There is probably 

enough room between the current salary picture and the tax limit to re-sign important 

players while adding to the team from outside without going over it, but why risk it for 

Wayne Ellington? 

 

Fringe 

 Udonis Haslem: Expiring $4 million contract. No longer an NBA player. 

 Luke Babbitt: Expiring minimum salary contract. Worth another one, but too limited to 

be worth more than that, even if 6’9 shooters are in fashion. 

 Josh McRoberts: One more years at $6,021,975 remaining. He will never be traded 

for value at this point, nor will he likely contribute more with the roster spots than many 

others could, so either stretch if finances elsewhere necessitate, or keep as an expir-

ing contract trade piece until the deadline then waive for a call-up. 

 Okaro White: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, final year. Has 

not in my estimation done enough to stick around, but the variable guarantee dates 

can give him a chance to prove his worth.  
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TBC 
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Record: 42-40 (sixth seed) 

Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Offensive rebounding rate: .215% (22nd) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .754 (26th) 

Total rebounding rate: .487% (tied 24th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .527 (7th)   
Defensive eFG%: .518 (20th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.2% (21st) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.6% (5th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .210 (17th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .215 (19th)  

Points per game: 103.6 (20th) 
Opponents ppg: 103.8 (9th) 
Pace: 94.5 (26th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 109.1 (13th)  
Defensive Rating: 109.3 (19th) 

Average age: 25.8 (20th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.3 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.0% (10th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.3% (10th) 

Head Coach: Jason Kidd 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Greg Monroe $17,145,838 $17,884,176    $35,030,014 81 21.1 22.5 11.7 3.0 2.6 0.5 1.5 2.0 .572 24.3 

Khris Middleton $15,200,000 $14,100,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000  $55,300,000 29 15.0 30.7 14.7 0.7 0.9 0.0 -0.6 -0.5 .570 22.5 

John Henson $12,267,606 $11,422,536 $10,577,466 $9,732,396  $44,000,004 58 15.3 19.4 6.8 1.1 1.6 -2.6 2.5 -0.1 .550 16.6 

Mirza Teletovic $10,500,000 $10,500,000 $10,500,000   $31,500,000 70 8.8 16.2 6.4 -0.1 0.7 -1.5 -3.4 -4.9 .515 19.1 

Matthew Dellavedova $9,607,500 $9,607,500 $9,607,500 $9,607,500  $38,430,000 76 9.4 26.1 7.6 0.3 0.9 -1.9 -2.8 -4.7 .501 16.3 

Spencer Hawes $6,348,758 $6,021,175    $12,369,933 19 18.6 9.0 4.4 0.4 0.2 1.0 -1.0 0.0 .620 20.3 

Jabari Parker $5,374,320 $6,782,392 $8,851,021   $12,156,712 51 19.1 33.9 20.1 2.6 1.5 1.5 -1.3 0.3 .563 26.5 

Giannis Antetokounmpo $2,995,421 $22,471,911 $24,157,304 $25,842,697 $27,528,088 $102,995,421 80 26.1 35.6 22.9 7.9 4.5 4.1 3.5 7.6 .599 28.3 

Thon Maker $2,568,600 $2,684,160 $2,799,720 $3,569,643 $4,861,854 $11,622,123 57 14.0 9.9 4.0 0.8 0.5 -0.5 -1.0 -1.5 .558 17.8 

Tony Snell $2,368,327 $4,588,840    $2,368,327 80 9.7 29.2 8.5 2.1 1.3 0.2 -1.1 -0.8 .603 12.1 

Larry Sanders * $1,865,546 $1,865,546 $1,865,546 $1,865,546 $1,865,546 $9,327,730 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Rashad Vaughn $1,811,040 $1,889,040 $2,901,565 $4,097,010  $6,601,645 41 7.8 11.2 3.5 -0.5 -0.4 -3.7 -1.2 -4.9 .449 17.2 

Michael Beasley $1,403,611     $1,403,611 56 17.8 16.7 9.4 0.8 1.0 -1.7 -1.1 -2.9 .584 25.3 

Steve Novak * $980,431     $980,431 8 1.3 2.8 0.6 0.0 0.0 -6.9 -6.7 -13.6 .357 14.5 

Jason Terry $980,431     $980,431 74 9.0 18.4 4.1 1.2 0.9 -0.5 -0.6 1.1 .600 9.8 

Malcolm Brogdon $925,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,782,562 75 14.9 26.4 10.2 2.6 1.5 0.6 -1.1 -0.5 .555 18.5 

Terrence Jones * $230,690     $230,690 3 1.5 2.0 0.0 -0.1 0.0 -26.7 6.6 -20.1 .000 22.8 

Axel Toupane * $51,449     $51,449 2 -9.9 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -9.2 -3.5 -12.7 .000 7.6 

Gary Payton II $35,166 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,347,777 6 4.5 16.5 3.3 -0.3 0.1 -7.3 0.6 -6.7 .413 15.8 

Total Salaries: $92,659,734 $107,853,658 $76,954,052 $63,617,782 $29,393,634 $370,478,860            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Malcolm Brogdon $925,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,782,562 75 14.9 26.4 10.2 2.6 1.5 0.6 -1.1 -0.5 .555 18.5 

Matthew Dellavedova $9,607,500 $9,607,500 $9,607,500 $9,607,500  $38,430,000 76 9.4 26.1 7.6 0.3 0.9 -1.9 -2.8 -4.7 .501 16.3 

Gary Payton II $35,166 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,347,777 6 4.5 16.5 3.3 -0.3 0.1 -7.3 0.6 -6.7 .413 15.8 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Tony Snell $2,368,327 $4,588,840    $2,368,327 80 9.7 29.2 8.5 2.1 1.3 0.2 -1.1 -0.8 .603 12.1 

Jason Terry $980,431     $980,431 74 9.0 18.4 4.1 1.2 0.9 -0.5 -0.6 1.1 .600 9.8 

Rashad Vaughn $1,811,040 $1,889,040 $2,901,565 $4,097,010  $6,601,645 41 7.8 11.2 3.5 -0.5 -0.4 -3.7 -1.2 -4.9 .449 17.2 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Giannis Antetokounmpo $2,995,421 $22,471,911 $24,157,304 $25,842,697 $27,528,088 $102,995,421 80 26.1 35.6 22.9 7.9 4.5 4.1 3.5 7.6 .599 28.3 

Khris Middleton $15,200,000 $14,100,000 $13,000,000 $13,000,000  $55,300,000 29 15.0 30.7 14.7 0.7 0.9 0.0 -0.6 -0.5 .570 22.5 

Michael Beasley $1,403,611     $1,403,611 56 17.8 16.7 9.4 0.8 1.0 -1.7 -1.1 -2.9 .584 25.3 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jabari Parker $5,374,320 $6,782,392 $8,851,021   $12,156,712 51 19.1 33.9 20.1 2.6 1.5 1.5 -1.3 0.3 .563 26.5 

Mirza Teletovic $10,500,000 $10,500,000 $10,500,000   $31,500,000 70 8.8 16.2 6.4 -0.1 0.7 -1.5 -3.4 -4.9 .515 19.1 

John Henson $12,267,606 $11,422,536 $10,577,466 $9,732,396  $44,000,004 58 15.3 19.4 6.8 1.1 1.6 -2.6 2.5 -0.1 .550 16.6 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Thon Maker $2,568,600 $2,684,160 $2,799,720 $3,569,643 $4,861,854 $11,622,123 57 14.0 9.9 4.0 0.8 0.5 -0.5 -1.0 -1.5 .558 17.8 

Greg Monroe $17,145,838 $17,884,176    $35,030,014 81 21.1 22.5 11.7 3.0 2.6 0.5 1.5 2.0 .572 24.3 

Spencer Hawes $6,348,758 $6,021,175    $12,369,933 19 18.6 9.0 4.4 0.4 0.2 1.0 -1.0 0.0 .620 20.3 

BUCKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2472
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2015
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2817
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2028
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=85
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2678
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2023
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1745
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=963
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2364
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=887
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1595
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3024
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1111
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=834


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Contract notes: 
  
Giannis Antetokounmpo: due to the fact he signed a rookie scale con-
tract extension, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the ex-
tension starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the aver-
age of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well as 
all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would still be 
the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would be 
$2,995,421, whereas his incoming salary would be $20,599,084. 
 
Spencer Hawes: Cannot be traded to Charlotte until after moratorium. 
Michael Beasley: Cannot be traded to Houston until after moratorium. 
Tony Snell: Cannot be traded to Chicago until after moratorium. 
Matt Dellavedova: Cannot be traded to Cleveland until after moratorium. 
Gary Payton II: Cannot be traded until after the moratorium. 

 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 

  

None 
  
 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,733,880 (expires September 22nd 2017) 
Trade Exception: $815,199 (expires October 17th 2017) 
Trade Exception: $1,151,241 (expires February 2nd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $5,000,000 (expires February 23rd 2018) 

 
 

Combined total: $101,360,054 

Proximity to cap: $7,217,054 over 

Proximity to tax: $20,592,769 under  
 
(NB: Toupane’s $51,449 10-day contract counts as $57,672 for tax purposes; 
Payton’s $35,166 contract counts as $63,440) 

 
 

Contract notes: 
  
Gary Payton II: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $106,541,047 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
D.J. Wilson (#17 pick): $2,135,040 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade Exception: $1,733,880 (expires September 22nd 2017) 
Trade Exception: $815,199 (expires October 17th 2017) 
Trade Exception: $1,151,241 (expires February 2nd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $5,000,000 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
  

Combined total: $129,072,407 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value 
of $119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoret-
ical cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is 
possible to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, 
this is the sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted 
for. Exceptions not hereby renounced in the above hypothetical 
because there would be no cap room anyway.) 

Contract notes: 
  
Gary Payton II: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
  
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $107,853,658 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Tony Snell: $5,920,817 
Michael Beasley: $1,471,382 
Jason Terry: $1,471,382 
D.J. Wilson (#17 pick): $2,135,040 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $1,733,880 (expires September 22nd 2017) 
Trade Exception: $815,199 (expires October 17th 2017) 
Trade Exception: $1,151,241 (expires February 2nd 2018) 
Trade Exception: $5,000,000 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $139,248,599 

Proximity to cap: $40,248,599 over 

Proximity to tax: $10,987,571 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: Payton’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purpos-
es) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Andrei Fetisov - 36th pick, 1994 

Long since retired. 
 
Eurelijus Zukauskas - 54th pick, 1995 

Long since retired. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 second round pick from Dallas; top 55 protected. If pick is not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2019 second round pick from Denver; top 55 protected. If pick is not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2020 second round pick from Washington; top 55 protected. If pick is not conveyed, it is extin-

guished. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2019 second round pick to Philadelphia or Sacramento; In one deal, Milwaukee acquired the 

right to swap 2019 second round picks with Sacramento. In a separate deal, Milwaukee agreed 
to trade whichever pick they ended up based on the outcome of the swap to Brooklyn. And in a 
third deal, Brooklyn agreed to trade that same pick, whichever it is, to Philadelphia.  

 
 

2017 Draft picks: D.J. Wilson (#17), Sterling Brown (#46; trade TBA due to re-
strictions on the amount of cash Philadelphia can receive via trade each season),  

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 
• Now that Monroe has opted in, the team will not have some cap room. 

 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be four trade exceptions that can be used 
(albeit one negligibly small and redundant). They can each be split in multiple directions but 
they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the $30,687.743 combined expiring salaries of Parker, Hawes 
and Monroe (potentially more depending on the statuses of Maker, Vaughn, Brogdon and Pay-
ton, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $1,312,611 unguaranteed salary of 
Payton (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Snell and Hawes can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary 
for up to five years. Beasley can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of 
the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Monroe can be signed and traded to a 
contract starting at 175% of his previous salary (i.e. $30,005,217; not to exceed the maximum 
salary) for up to four years. Terry can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum 
value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade 
raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts, but no one is eligible. 

• No one will be eligible for a veteran extension either, except Hawes and Monroe (after July 
9th). Parker will be eligible for a rookie scale extension. 
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C, 7’1, 216lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Despite the fact that he was supposed to be as raw as anyone, Maker had some good moments, including in the postseason. Able to track driving opponents defensively, combined with shot blocking instincts should 
they get to the rim, as well as offensively showing some stretch potential (37.8% three-point shooter as a rookie is very nice, even if it tailed off late) and being a pleasingly good passer, his ceiling looks really good. 
The massive foul rates and poor rebounding will be key steps to rounding out his game, but that’s quite the package of skills he has. 7’1 players that laterally quick and defensively minded are very rare. So are 7’1 
players shooting in the high thirties from three. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 250lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Ran the court, spotted up, and added a hitherto absent three-point stroke to his game, showing a very high scoring IQ and thriving on the looks that Giannis’s defensive magnetism was able to avail him. On the 
down side, there was a lot of instances of lazy defence (especially in transition), as poor of rebounding as ever (10.6% total rebounding percentage), and another serious injury. Parker has improved at what he was 
already good at, yet has gotten worse at what he needed to improve at, none of which will be helped by the second ACL tear. Eligible for an extension; however, how on Earth can he possibly now get one, in light of 
the injury? 

SF/PF/C, 6’11, 222lbs, 22 years old, 4 years of experience 

Ascended to greatness. And a unique greatness, too; the best kind of greatness. Antetokounmpo still lacks the outside shot, but the drives in transition, the drives in semi-transition, even the drives in the static half-
court and the post-up play, have gotten so savvy so quickly, punctuated by brilliant finishing. And with his three-mile arms, he is just everywhere defensively. If I could play like anyone, it would be Giannis. [See intro 
for possible problems with this scenario, however.] 

SG/SF, 6’7, 220lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

Managed to perform the rare feat of put up pretty much the same numbers as in years prior while looking much improved in doing it. One stat did spike, though; while his offensive talent is low, Snell’s .603% true 
shooting percentage is a massive increase on the .478% he shot beforehand. Snell’s usage rate went down to 12.1%, but it was only 13.7% beforehand, so it’s not as though he stopped being a focal point. He never 
was one. He just stopped looking so lost on the court this year. Impressing defensively, Snell is not the ideal three-and-D wing candidate given his very limited handle for a wing, but he’s not a bad one at all. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 215lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Excellent second half to the season, in which he steadied a position that needed a veteran hand. It was very weird to get said steady hand from a rookie, but there we go, such is the Brogdon way. Kept his turnovers 
lot, kept his shooting percentages high, overperformed athletically relative to the scouting reports with an occasional but real burst that is in stark contrast to his otherwise leisurely-paced game and mediocre lateral 
quickness, and demonstrated very good court awareness and shot selection for one so new to the league. Brogdon’s upside may not be the biggest, especially defensively, but this was a plenty solid year for Brog-
don, and there could be many more of them to come yet.  
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C, 6’11, 265lbs, 27 years old, 7 years of experience 

Transformed his career this year by becoming a star sixth man, whereas he was once considered pretty surplus. The numbers were much the same, save for a spike in turnovers and assists, but the role was more 
concerted, and his success within it evident. Posts and dives, scores and boards, and defended better. Still not a rim protector and struggling against true speed, he at least tried and rotated better, and generally 
engaged with his new role. He’s therefore gone from an awkward fit with limited trade value to one of the two pieces of a potentially amazing two-headed centre combo. And fair play to him for ostensibly accepting 
that. 

PF, 6’9, 242lbs, 31 years old, 5 years of experience 

A very one dimensional stretch big of a player who shot only 34.1% from three, grabbed only 8.3% of rebounds, and also had career lows in assist and block percentage. Literally just caught the ball, shot the ball, 
stood on the block defensively and hoped no one drove at him, which they then invariably did. Chucked up shots, didn’t even do the fake-and-slightly-bedazzling-drive thing around which he initially built his career, 
and seemed slower than ever laterally. His weaknesses will be fine if the shots go in, but they didn’t. On the plus side, he tends to alternate between good and bad shooting years, so he’ll probably break 40% next 
year and look tremendous. 

SG/SF, 6’8, 234lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

Middleton came back pretty well in the last third of the season after serious injury, though it didn’t make him any faster. A bit rusty, throwing the ball away quite a lot more than usual for one normally pretty heady, yet 
this Is to be expected after a long lay-off, and especially when returning ahead of schedule. His scoring infusion was welcomed, particularly so in light of the almost simultaneous injury to Parker. Middleton shot 
43.3% from three, , rebounded a bit, shared the ball, did the little things, and held his position defensively. Every team could use Khris Middleton. 

PG/SG, 6’2, 185lbs, 39 years old, 18 years of experience 

His impact now is mostly on the bench and in the locker room, as the on-court game has slowed down quite a lot. Terry’s threes still go in, and his true shooting percentage this season was a career high at .600%. 
However, his usage rate - which used to be as high as 25.5% - was down to 9.8% this year. The shooting ability is only of value if it is used. Terry moves the ball well, and was steady, yet his speed and ability to get 
shots has gone. His career will be sustained by his likeability; this year, it probably already was. 

PG, 6’4, 198lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

Dellavedova was exposed and over-exposed at the start of the year, thrown into a starting role ill-fitting to his limited skill set. It was not pleasant watching him chase opposing star point guards while being pretty 
much unable to get into the paint without a double-screen himself. The effort was there, yet the talent was not. The shot suffered a bit, and his fairly milquetoast contributions of spot-ups, occasional low-percentage 
floaters and relatively mistake-free passing is always going to be better suited to the bench. And with the Brogdon Breakout, that’s where he found himself. It was for the best.  
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C, 7’1, 245lbs, 29 years old, 10 years of experience 

It’s odd how his career has tailed off.  Hawes has always been a jump shot-centric big man with poor offensive rebounding abilities and minimal defence, but he was at least a good offensive player and a 2,000 mi-
nute player. Now he’s getting about 10 per game and being used as salary filler in what should be his prime. And in a way, it was a career year. Hawes shot a career high in true shooting percentage (.562%), 
grabbed 21.5% of defensive rebounds, hit some jump shots (for Milwaukee at least), finished at the rim and passed well. The defence is terrible, but skilled offensive 7’1 players are rare. So surely there is a role still, 
even if it is not in Milwaukee. 

PF/C, 6’11 229lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Despite doing the same sort of thing he has always does - and being underappreciated along the way - Henson went to the bench  again, because the others in front of him were better. Tried to counter by taking 
more jump shots; what had been roughly 1/12th of his offensive game previously became about 1/5th this year. Shot 21.7% on them. Wasn’t a positive trend. Henson can come into any game, jump around a bit, 
drop some lefty hooks (53-100 shooting on hooks this year), rebound a bit, and try to block some shots (well, in previous years at least). He needs to stick with the screening and diving game, running the court, fur-
ther improving the free throw stroke (sporting a big improvement to 69% this year) and working on the pick-and-roll defence. While the team needs to work on trading him. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

Without quite hitting the highs of his career rejuvenation part-season of work with Houston last year, Beasley nevertheless had a good season. Back in NBA rotations, Beasley still got up the shots, but this time hit 
them at a career high .584% true shooting percentage, doing so still without a three-point stroke of note. Beasley shot 45.9% on jump shots, mostly from two, and sometimes out of isolation plays that were pretty 
welcomed considering the team’s overall personnel. Can’t seem to figure out Kidd’s defence, but at this point, oh well. 

SG, 6’6, 202lbs, 20 years old, 2 years of experience 

Has not looked like an NBA player in his two seasons thus far, and as a sophomore, he got less than half the minutes he did as a rookie, a worrying sign indeed. Certainly comes in and casts up the outside shots, 
but they simply don’t go in. Added a few percent to the three-point stroke this year and improved his finishing at the rim quite a bit, but not to a high standard, just a better one than before. Ultimately, Vaughn is sup-
posed to be a finisher first and foremost in this league, and he just isn’t finishing anything, nor is he making up for it elsewhere. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

An athletic, defensive-minded point guard, who likes to run, dunk, and block shots from the weakside of all things, thus brought in to do the opposite of what Dellavedova does. The NBA sample size is meaninglessly 
small; nonetheless, the 49 D-League starts highlight a player with an NBA physical profile and who could be a pest on the coach’s-favourite end, but who lacks NBA offensive skill outside of his physical tools. Not a 
shooter, prober, consistent driver (doesn’t do anything from a standing start), handler or finisher,  Payton is good at the bits that it seems harder to be good at, yet has all the rest to prove still. 

BUCKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=834
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1595
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=963
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2678
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2817


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Building Blocks 

 Giannis Antetokounmpo: Beginning a circa. $80.5 million extension and there couldn’t be 

a better candidate for it. 

 Malcolm Brogdon: Two minimum salary seasons remaining, and a very obvious “keep”. 

 

Good Pieces 

 Jabari Parker: One year of rookie scale salary left. Extension eligible this summer; howev-

er, in light of injuries, it probably fits neither party to commit to an uncertain future at this 

stage. 

 Thon Maker: Three years of rookie scale remaining. Keep and develop. 

 Khris Middleton: Three years and $40.1 million remaining, with the last year an option. A 

fair price for his services, aided by a declining contract, although could just as easily be in 

the Trade Chips column. No reason to look to trade, but keep the phone lines open. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Tony Snell: Entering restricted free agency and meriting a pay rise above the $2,368,327 

he received last year. I would argue that Snell’s performance last year was more of a perfect 

marriage of player and situation than it was born out of talent, and that even though he is a 

good three-and-D template wing, he is still pretty replaceable, not to be overspent. In prac-

tice, this would mean the three year, $20-24 million range, not four year and $40 million. 

 

Trade Chips 

 John Henson: Three years and circa. $31.75 million remaining with no options. That’s a 

decent enough price for a third big, which Henson can be, if not here. It seems likely that 

either him or Monroe will have to go; Monroe might have the bigger trade value, because 

he’s better, and provides a rarer skill set, but he’s also expiring sooner. Pick your favourite. 

 

 

 Greg Monroe: Has a $17,884,176 contract for 2016/17, final season. As valuable as 

he has become as a sixth man, he can also have that value elsewhere; with Maker 

growing into the starting role and salary pinches elsewhere, Monroe should be a candi-

date for trade. 
 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Spencer Hawes: Has opted into his final year at $6,021,175 contract. If re-signing 

Snell and improving the team brings the tax threshold into play, which is likely will, this 

deal is both movable (especially late in the season) or stretchable. 

 Mirza Teletovic: Two years and $21 million remaining, with no options. Overpaid for a 

player who performs about the same as Luke Babbitt and his minimum salary contract. 

The salary picture is not urgent enough to merit using assets to move it; instead, see if 

it he can play better, and re-examine next summer.  

 Matthew Dellavedova: Three years and circa. $28.8 million remaining, with no op-

tions. That’s quite a lot of money for a backup point guard, especially a not particularly 

good back-up point guard. If someone should ever want that contract, let them have it. 

 Michael Beasley: Expiring minimum salary contract. He represents good value as a 

bench player on one of those. But for more than that, he should probably be someone 

else’s. 
 

Fringe 

 Gary Payton II: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, but 

would have to go some in camp to earn the spot. Nevertheless, in having no guarantee 

dates other than the league-wide one, he will likely have the opportunity to come to 

camp and do so, if he is not trade filler. Would probably be suited to a two-way con-

tract now that those are things. 

 Rashad Vaughn: Two years left on his rookie scale contract yet has not earned the 

fourth year on it, let alone anything beyond that. 

 Jason Terry: Expiring minimum salary contract. Not shown a reason on the court to 

bring him back for another one, but it depends on how much he is revered, perhaps. 
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Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Record: 31-51 

Offensive rebounding rate: .272% (3rd) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .759 (20th) 

Total rebounding rate: .512% (7th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .511 (16th)   
Defensive eFG%: .535 (29th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.9% (18th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.2% (12th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .229 (5th) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .212 (14th)  

Points per game: 105.6 (13th) 
Opponents ppg: 106.7 (18th) 
Pace: 94.6 (25th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 110.8 (10th)  
Defensive Rating: 112.0 (27th) 

Average age: 25.7 (23rd oldest) 
Average experience: 4.6 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.9% (20th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.6% (23rd) 

Head Coach: Tom Thibodeau 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jimmy Butler $17,552,209 $18,696,918 $19,841,627 $19,841,627  $75,932,381 76 25.1 37.0 23.9 10.1 3.8 5.8 1.1 6.9 .586 26.5 

Ricky Rubio $13,550,000 $14,250,000 $14,950,000   $42,750,000 75 16.8 32.9 11.1 4.5 1.7 1.7 -1.0 0.8 .539 17.4 

Kevin Garnett * $8,000,000     $8,000,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Cole Aldrich $7,643,979 $7,300,000 $6,956,021   $21,900,000 62 12.7 8.6 1.7 0.6 0.7 -2.0 2.6 0.6 .549 9.4 

Andrew Wiggins $6,006,600 $7,574,323 $9,846,619   $13,580,923 82 16.5 37.2 23.6 3.3 0.9 0.2 -2.9 -2.7 .534 29.0 

Karl-Anthony Towns $5,960,160 $6,216,840 $7,839,435 $10,191,266  $20,016,435 82 26.0 37.0 25.1 9.9 2.8 4.8 0.3 5.0 .618 27.5 

Jordan Hill $4,000,000 $4,180,000    $8,180,000 7 5.5 6.7 1.7 -0.1 0.0 -6.7 -6.2 -12.9 .432 16.8 

Nemanja Bjelica $3,800,000 $3,949,999 $4,937,499   $7,749,999 65 11.0 18.3 6.2 0.6 0.9 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 .526 16.4 

Brandon Rush $3,500,000     $3,500,000 47 6.6 21.9 4.2 0.1 0.3 -2.0 -0.1 -2.1 .505 9.6 

Shabazz Muhammad $3,046,299 $4,187,598    $3,046,299 78 14.9 19.4 9.9 2.5 0.2 -0.2 -4.3 -4.4 .566 21.5 

Gorgui Dieng $2,348,783 $14,112,360 $15,170,787 $16,229,213 $17,287,640 $65,148,783 82 14.2 32.4 10.0 3.2 2.5 -0.5 2.2 1.7 .555 14.0 

Adreian Payne $2,022,240     $2,022,240 18 14.4 7.5 3.5 0.0 0.2 -2.2 0.7 -1.5 .505 23.1 

Kevin Martin * $1,360,305 $1,360,305 $1,360,305   $4,080,915 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tyus Jones $1,339,680 $1,471,382 $2,444,053 $3,573,205  $5,255,115 60 13.8 12.9 3.5 1.0 0.6 -0.4 -1.5 -1.9 .523 13.6 

John Lucas III * $635,753     $635,753 5 9.1 2.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 -6.0 0.4 -5.6 .250 16.1 

Omri Casspi $138,414     $138,414 13 7.3 17.1 3.5 0.0 0.2 -2.4 0.6 -1.8 529 10.5 

Lance Stephenson * $57,672     $57,672 6 6.6 11.2 3.5 -0.1 0.0 -6.1 -3.1 -9.3 .480 17.1 

Lance Stephenson * $57,672     $57,672 6 6.6 11.2 3.5 -0.1 0.0 -6.1 -3.1 -9.3 .480 17.1 

Total Salaries: $81,019,766 $79,112,127 $68,562,228 $36,070,840 $17,287,610 $282,052,601            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Ricky Rubio $13,550,000 $14,250,000 $14,950,000   $42,750,000 75 16.8 32.9 11.1 4.5 1.7 1.7 -1.0 0.8 .539 17.4 

Tyus Jones $1,339,680 $1,471,382 $2,444,053 $3,573,205  $5,255,115 60 13.8 12.9 3.5 1.0 0.6 -0.4 -1.5 -1.9 .523 13.6 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jimmy Butler $17,552,209 $18,696,918 $19,841,627 $19,841,627  $75,932,381 76 25.1 37.0 23.9 10.1 3.8 5.8 1.1 6.9 .586 26.5 

Brandon Rush $3,500,000     $3,500,000 47 6.6 21.9 4.2 0.1 0.3 -2.0 -0.1 -2.1 .505 9.6 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Andrew Wiggins $6,006,600 $7,574,323 $9,846,619   $13,580,923 82 16.5 37.2 23.6 3.3 0.9 0.2 -2.9 -2.7 .534 29.0 

Shabazz Muhammad $3,046,299 $4,187,598    $3,046,299 78 14.9 19.4 9.9 2.5 0.2 -0.2 -4.3 -4.4 .566 21.5 

Omri Casspi $138,414     $138,414 13 7.3 17.1 3.5 0.0 0.2 -2.4 0.6 -1.8 529 10.5 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Gorgui Dieng $2,348,783 $14,112,360 $15,170,787 $16,229,213 $17,287,640 $65,148,783 82 14.2 32.4 10.0 3.2 2.5 -0.5 2.2 1.7 .555 14.0 

Nemanja Bjelica $3,800,000 $3,949,999 $4,937,499   $7,749,999 65 11.0 18.3 6.2 0.6 0.9 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 .526 16.4 

Adreian Payne $2,022,240     $2,022,240 18 14.4 7.5 3.5 0.0 0.2 -2.2 0.7 -1.5 .505 23.1 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Karl-Anthony Towns $5,960,160 $6,216,840 $7,839,435 $10,191,266  $20,016,435 82 26.0 37.0 25.1 9.9 2.8 4.8 0.3 5.0 .618 27.5 

Cole Aldrich $7,643,979 $7,300,000 $6,956,021   $21,900,000 62 12.7 8.6 1.7 0.6 0.7 -2.0 2.6 0.6 .549 9.4 

Jordan Hill $4,000,000 $4,180,000    $8,180,000 7 5.5 6.7 1.7 -0.1 0.0 -6.7 -6.2 -12.9 .432 16.8 
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Contract notes: 
  
Jordan Hill: Fully unguaranteed $4,180,000 until June 30th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $74,932,127 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Three roster charges of $815,615 each 
Justin Patton (#16 pick): $2,247,480 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $83,954,452 

Max cap room:  $19,373,548 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possi-
ble to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this 
is the sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
  
Jordan Hill: Fully unguaranteed $4,180,000 until June 30th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
  
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $79,112,127 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Shabazz Muhammad: $7,615,748 
Brandon Rush: $4,200,000 
Adreian Payne: $3,100,094 
Omri Casspi: $1,471,382 
Othyus Jeffers: $1,471,382 
Tayshaun Prince: $1,471,382 
Justin Patton (#16 pick): $2,247,480 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $112,385,595 

Proximity to cap: $13,385,595 over 

Proximity to tax: $39,887,873 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 

Contract notes: 
  
Gorgui Dieng: due to the fact he signed a rookie scale contract ex-
tension, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the exten-
sion starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the aver-
age of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well 
as all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would 
still be the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would 
be $2,348,783, whereas his incoming salary would be $13,029,757. 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Othyus Jeffers: $980,431 
Tayshaun Prince: $980,431 
 
 
  

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $82,980,628 

Proximity to cap: $11,162,372 under 

Proximity to tax: $32,267,234 under  
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Lior Eliyahu - 44th pick, 2006 

Unique player who relies on the mid-range area and high pick-and-rolls without a jump shot, 
who shoots in the paint and the post without getting to the line, with declining yet decent athleti-
cism but little defensive impact, who moves off the ball only to shoot weird flippy things, and 
whose passing vision is somewhat negated by a handle unbefitting of a perimeter player. His 
NBA window has shut. 

 
Henk Norel - 47th pick, 2009 

Having a successful ACB career based around popping up in the right place at the right time. 
Picks and rolls, slips, cuts, throws some Schenscher hooks, goes to the glass, moves his feet, 
fouls when he has to. A smart player. But without NBA speed, strength or skills, he is in the 
right league for his skill set, and the NBA would be the wrong one. 

 
Paulao Prestes - 45th pick, 2010 

Went back to Brazil and has been merely a role player there. Has not developed in any discern-
ible way and is no longer in the NBA running. 

 
Bojan Dubljevic - 59th pick, 2013 

As a slow but skilled pick-and-roll player, interior finisher and stretch five, Dubljevic could score 
at this level. But defensively, he would be a non-factor. Not a single good match-up for him out-
side of other Bojan Dubljevics (Dubljevii?). 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2019 second round pick from Miami; no protection. 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 first round pick to Atlanta; top 14 protected up until and including 2020. If not conveyed by 

then, Minnesota’s own 2020 and 2021 second round picks to be set instead. 
2019 second round pick to Portland or Cleveland; no protection. Cleveland owns the Minnesota 

and L.A. Lakers 2019 second round picks from separate deals, and will give the more favoura-
ble one to Portland via a third deal, thereby keeping the less favourable one. 

 
 

2017 Draft picks: Justin Patton (#16) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 
• Will have some cap room, especially now post-Pekovic. Up to $21,278,558, potentially, as 

above. This will mean losing free agents and Hill, but none have been hugely valuable. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $14,726,540 combined expiring salaries of Wiggins, 
LaVine and Bjelica (potentially more depending on the statuses of Pekovic, Aldrich, Towns, 
Dunn and Jones, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $4,180,000 unguaran-
teed salary of Hill (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and 
trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Muhammad can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for 
up to five years. Rush can be signed and traded to a contract starting at 120% of his previous 
salary (i.e. $4.2 million) for up to four years. Casspi can be signed and traded to a contract 
starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. Jeffers and Prince 
cannot be signed and traded. Payne can be signed and traded for up to five years, but the 
point immediately below this one applies to him. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise 
of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Due to having the fourth year of his rookie salary scale contract declined, Payne can be re-
signed only to a maximum starting amount of $3,100,094. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, the only eligible 
player will be Rubio (after October 31st). 

• Rubio will also be eligible for a veteran extension, as will Bjelica after July 13th. Wiggins will 
be eligible for a rookie scale extension. 
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PF/C, 7’0, 244lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Well on his way to the top of the league. Basically already at it. Improved his true shooting percentage despite shooting the same field goal percentage by virtue of getting to the line more, taking more jump-less 
three-point jumpers, getting more high percentage looks at the rim and dropping even more hook shots than before. Rebounded slightly better, passed it better, turned it over less. Needs to make improvements on 
the defensive end, especially in terms of his inconsistent commitment, but he would benefit from (and would look distinctly better with) an improved team defence around him. And anyway, what player his age 
doesn’t need to improve his defence? Now keep the minutes down. 

PF/C, 6’11, 241lbs, 27 years old, 4 years of experience 

A down year in which his true shooting efficiency was way down, and in which his rebounding rate declined for the fourth straight year (once excellent, now slightly below average). Dieng was durable, consistent, 
gave good effort, and tried to expand his offensive range to fit into the team’s need, playing a power forward position with more of a centre’s game, going away from what he does best in order to try and be what his 
team needs. He also stepped up his charge taking and was a bit more judicious in his blocked shot attempts. But while it is not his fault, Dieng is a weak link in the chain at power forward. He could be an excellent 
back-up centre for this team, a starter on other ones, and a very favourable projection to all the 6’10 PF/C types drafted this past draft. A starting power forward, though, he ought not to be. 

SG/SF, 6’8, 199lbs, 22 years old, 3 years of experience 

Given plenty of opportunity in the three years of his career thus far to prove he can do enough with the ball to be “the man”, Wiggins simply has not proven that. The scoring increases, but only because the volume 
does, and the increase in volume is coming largely from the mid-range area (perhaps in part because Thibodeau looooves a two-pointer off of a curl and always has), while the foul shots decrease. If Wiggins is not 
going to score efficiently even given his very high 29.0% usage rate, he could at least earn it back elsewhere, but this is not what is happening; Wiggins rebounds unnecessarily poorly, does not excel defensively, 
and has not improved much if at all as a ball handler. He also needs more than one spin move. Jimmy Butler is here now, to show Wiggins what he could be. But in doing so, he will also highlight what Wiggins isn’t. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 220lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

An elite talent, the scale and nature of whose offensive development is very rarely seen within an NBA career. Butler has risen to true star status and improves each season, bettering his three-point shooting and 
durability in 2016/17, while increasing his assist rate and reducing his turnover rate. Butler has been prone to stopping the ball at times and taking some bad shots, perhaps in part due to a lack of trust in the team 
that was around him, which is understandable considering both the talent gap between he and they and the rate of roster turnover. Nevertheless, entering his prime, he is the kind of player one can build around in 
the short and medium terms. The kind of star player you trade a lot for. Unless you don’t have to, of course. 

PG, 6’4, 194lbs, 26 years old, 6 years of experience 

Had a career-best season in scoring efficiency with a .539% true shooting percentage. It’s still not good, but aside from a one year blip in the 2014/15 season (in which he played only 22 games), it has at least gone 
up every season, with his big improvements as a mid-range shooter and slight improvements as a long-range one offsetting his still-poor finishing at the rim. As he ages, Rubio is becoming more aggressive, espe-
cially in looking for his shot but also in his probes. He also remains one of the best and most aggressive defenders on the team, and certainly the best ball handler. It is unlikely that he can be moved for an upgrade 
at this position. And thus there is not much point moving him at all. 
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C, 6’11, 250lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

Not a good year from a man who has long been an underappreciated back-up. His shooting efficiency was down, the rebounding was down, the interior defence down, and the fouls were far up. The defensive de-
cline was the worrying part. It was known that Aldrich could be run off the court, yet he all too often looked lost, especially on the perimeter, and nor was his man-to-man play in the post as effective as usual. A finish-
er only on offence and never going to be one for the small ball style, Aldrich needs to be an effective interior defender and quality rebounder to stay in a rotation. This year wasn’t that. 

PF, 6’10, 240lbs, 29 years old, 2 years of experience 

Bjelica had an important stretch role to play on the league’s worst three-point shooting team by volume, but dropped 6.8% on his three-point shooting percentage when shooting a higher volume. He gives it a go 
defensively, but is plenty beatable off the dribble regardless. Spotting up and occasionally working off the ball or the dribble is a useful role, but it is hard to ever see him ever starting anywhere. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 223lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

Scores quite a bit. Rebounds a little bit. Still never, ever passes. Considering Shabazz Muhammad shot attempts are increasingly predictable to the point of being inevitable, his .566% true shooting percentage of 
the past campaign (a career high) is a decent return. In posting (mostly), shooting (somewhat), running the court (fairly well) and driving the ball (he’d rather just hoist up a jumper), there is at least some offensive 
diversification there. But in never passing, not doing anything of note defensively, and not being a good outside shooter, it is a limited package when it needn’t be. 

SG, 6’6, 220lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

Received over 1000 minutes only to do very little in them. Shot 73 two-pointers and 18 foul shots all season, and although the 114 three-point attempts went in at 38.6%, Rush’s decent catch-and-shoot game belies 
the fact that he cannot (and does not) shoot off the dribble, and nor does he do much to get open off of the ball other than just stand in the corner and wait for a Rubio skip-pass. A scoring threat has to be threaten-
ing. Defensively, Rush did OK, but in being much less of an athlete than he was, there are better three-and-D options out there. Rush now shines at neither, and does nothing in between. 

PG, 6’2, 195lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Good improvements over the last season. Shot more efficiently from all areas, turned it over less, upped the assist numbers, and although he is occasionally completely overwhelmed defensively, he will always give 
it a go. Although he does not have Dunn’s potential, Jones did play better than him this past season, and may well be worthy of a full-time back-up spot, to see if he makes it. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 235lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

It was a very random move to give a shade over $4 million to Hill, only to proceed to bench him all year. Receiving only 47 minutes, Hill cannot be said to have done anything well or anything badly; he didn’t do any-
thing at all. The Hill of years prior is worthy of that money, a good rebounder and decent finisher at the rim who takes a lot of jump shots from the short and mid-range areas, despite not really making that many of 
them. The defence lapses and he is not a rim protector, yet Hill could once again be a good spot-minute back-up. Could probably have been this year, too. 

PF, 6’10, 237lbs, 26 years old, 3 years of experience 

Played better than ever before, but also in only 180 minutes. In three NBA seasons, Payne has not shown himself to be a post-up player, driver, shooter, stand-out rebounder or defender. The jack of all trades and 
master of none has not found a role, nor does he appear to have the talent level to survive as a utility player. Now aged 26, Payne is not really a prospect any more. This is probably it for him, unless he can get a 
camp contract somewhere and show that which he has never shown prior. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 225lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Didn’t rebound in his short time with the Wolves for some reason, but in a 222 minute sample size, that is surely just an anomaly. Also didn’t shoot the three well for Minnesota, but the same applies there. As a total 
body of work across three teams, it was a usual Casspian season; some energy, some cuts, some spot-ups, a slightly maverick defensive style that does not often work, and a decent rebounding rate considering he 
never seems to win the contested ones. A minimum salary player going forward, but an NBA player still. 
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Building Blocks 

 Andrew Wiggins: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Extension eligible this sum-

mer, which is awkward, as he hasn’t earned it. Still, if that’s the price of doing business, so 

be it. He’ll have to earn it later. [NB: The Designated Player extension is Towns’s. Wiggins 

can get the four year one and like it.] 

 Karl-Anthony Towns: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining, then extension eligible 

next summer, which is an incredibly easy max offer for as long as possible. 

 Jimmy Butler: Three years and circa. $58.4 million remaining, with the final year as a play-

er option (by which time he will be below market value and highly likely to opt out). His free 

agency will be a legitimate test of the team’s pedigree and of the true value of their future. 

Then again, that’s two years away. For now, it’s his job to get them somewhere. 

 

Uncertain 

 Shabazz Muhammad: Heading into restricted free agency, assuming a qualifying offer is 

coming. Muhammad’s future on this team, or indeed any team, is uncertain. He has NBA 

talent, but he jars with the way the NBA is headed, and he is far from reliable in his awkward 

role. It mightn’t be the worst idea for him or the team if he were to take the one year, 

$4,187,589 qualifying offer. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Ricky Rubio: Two years and $39.2 million remaining. Wouldn’t trade him, personally, but 

can see why his value is crescendoing, and how his lack of spacing isn’t ideal for the afore-

mentioned building blocks. Still, someone has to handle and defend the guard spots, and 

he’s as good of a candidate for that as anyone. 

 Gorgui Dieng: Begins his four year,$63 million extension this summer. Dieng is trade-

able at that price, and given his unideal fit in amongst the starting unit, it is probably 

worth continuing to start him to keep the value up until such time as a deal can be 

found for players more fitting. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Cole Aldrich: Two years and circa. $14.26 million remaining, only the first year of 

which is guaranteed. Really needs to prove next year that he deserves the final year to 

be anything other than a trade chip; nevertheless, it could prove to be quite a good 

one. 

 Nemanja Bjelica: One year at $3,949,999 remaining, thereafter with optional restrict-

ed free agency. Has a role to play at that salary, but not for much more than that un-

less he earns it over the course of the next season. 

 Tyus Jones: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. At this stage, he might de-

velop into a regular back-up point, or he might not; give him next season to find out. 

 

Fringe 

 Jordan Hill: Has an unguaranteed $4.18 million contract that needn’t be kept on the 

books. 

 Brandon Rush: Expiring $3.5 million contract. Rush is a minimum salary contract 

player only hereafter, and perhaps not even that. 

 Adreian Payne: Expiring rookie scale contract who did not have his fourth season ex-

ercised last summer, and did nothing in the year hence to question that decision. Will 

probably fall out of the league. 

 Omri Casspi: Expiring minimum salary contract. Probably has a minimum salary or 

two left in him - this should, after all, be his prime. But he has not produced at any level 

above that for a few years now. 
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TBC 
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Record: 34-48 

Offensive rebounding rate: .186% (29th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .767 (13th) 

Total rebounding rate: .475% (29th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .504 (20th)   
Defensive eFG%: .509 (12th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 11.7% (4th) 

Defensive TO percentage: 12.4% (19th)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .192 (25th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .177 (4th)  

Points per game: 104.3 (18th) 
Opponents ppg: 106.4 (17th) 
Pace: 98.0 (8th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 105.3 (26th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.4 (9th) 

Average age: 26.3 (13th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.1 years 

Three-point shooting: 35.0% (19th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.3% (9th) 

Head Coach: Alvin Gentry 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Anthony Davis $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,019 $28,751,775 $127,171,313 75 27.5 36.1 28.0 5.9 5.1 1.4 2.3 3.7 .579 32.6 

DeMarcus Cousins $16,957,900 $18,063,850    $35,021,750 17 23.3 33.8 24.4 0.5 1.1 2.1 2.8 4.9 .564 33.1 

Jrue Holiday $11,286,518     $11,286,518 67 17.1 32.7 15.4 1.2 2.6 1.2 0.5 1.7 .532 23.5 

Solomon Hill $11,241,218 $11,747,073 $12,252,928 $12,758,781  $48,000,000 80 8.0 29.7 7.0 0.4 2.3 -1.8 1.5 -0.3 .528 11.5 

Omer Asik $9,904,494 $10,595,505 $11,286,516 $11,977,527  $43,764,042 31 9.8 15.5 2.7 0.4 0.6 -4.3 1.2 -3.1 .517 8.8 

E’Twaun Moore $8,081,363 $8,445,024 $8,808,685 $8,664,928  $34,000,000 73 12.1 24.9 9.6 1.2 1.5 -0.8 -0.5 -1.3 .537 17.4 

Alexis Ajinca $4,638,203 $4,961,798 $5,285,394   $14,885,395 39 12.9 15.0 5.3 0.0 0.9 -5.1 1.0 -4.1 .529 17.2 

Quincy Pondexter $3,617,978 $3,853,931    $7,471,909 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dante Cunningham $2,978,250     $2,978,250 66 10.2 25.0 6.6 1.4 1.6 -1.3 0.8 -0.5 .586 10.7 

Omri Casspi * $2,963,814     $2,963,814 1 10.0 24.0 12.0 0.0 0.0 -2.5 -5.6 -8.1 .667 20.3 

Alonzo Gee * $1,400,000     $1,400,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Terrence Jones * $980,431     $980,431 51 16.2 24.8 11.5 0.5 1.8 -2.6 1.3 -1.3 .519 21.4 

Lance Stephenson * $584,766     $584,766 6 10.3 27.0 9.7 0.0 0.1 -3.0 -1.9 -4.8 .496 19.0 

Donatas Motiejunas $576,724     $576,724 34 9.2 14.1 4.4 -0.4 0.6 -4.1 1.2 -2.9 .470 17.6 

Cheick Diallo $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 17 16.8 11.7 5.1 0.2 0.3 -4.6 -1.0 -5.6 .510 20.5 

Reggie Williams * $180,483     $180,483 6 11.7 13.2 4.5 0.1 0.1 -0.8 -1.6 -2.4 .518 14.6 

Jordan Crawford $173,099 $1,709,538    $1,882,637 19 17.6 23.3 14.1 0.6 0.3 2.6 -3.0 -0.4 .582 25.5 

Anthony Brown * $108,043     $108,043 9 5.9 15.9 3.8 -0.2 0.2 -4.3 0.0 -4.3 .415 14.2 

Archie Goodwin * $95,595     $95,595 3 19.7 10.0 5.0 0.2 0.0 2.2 -3.7 -1.5 .798 13.9 

Jordan Crawford * $57,672     $57,672 19 17.6 23.3 14.1 0.6 0.3 2.6 -3.0 -0.4 .582 25.5 

Jarrett Jack * $57,672     $57,672 2 7.7 16.5 3.0 0.0 0.0 -5.3 -4.1 -9.3 .773 9.2 

Hollis Thompson * $57,672     $57,672 9 4.7 21.2 3.8 -0.2 0.2 -4.3 0.2 -4.1 .378 10.9 

Hollis Thompson * $57,672     $57,672 9 4.7 21.2 3.8 -0.2 0.2 -4.3 0.2 -4.1 .378 10.9 

Reggie Williams * $57,672     $57,672 6 11.7 13.2 4.5 0.1 0.1 -0.8 -1.6 -2.4 .518 14.6 

Quinn Cook* $31,969     $31,969 9 15.3 12.3 5.8 0.2 0.1 0.0 -4.0 -4.0 .614 18.9 

Quinn Cook* $31,969     $31,969 9 15.3 12.3 5.8 0.2 0.1 0.0 -4.0 -4.0 .614 18.9 

Wayne Selden * $31,969     $31,969 3 10.0 15.7 5.3 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.7 -1.2 .820 12.0 

Axel Toupane $25,725 $1,471,382 $1,836,228   $1,497,107 2 8.6 20.5 5.5 0.1 0.0 -1.9 -0.6 -2.5 .688 8.6 

Quinn Cook  $15,984 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,328,595 9 15.3 12.3 5.8 0.2 0.1 0.0 -4.0 -4.0 .614 18.9 

Total Salaries: $98,855,076 $87,248,829 $64,612,737 $60,494,255 $28,751,775 $339,962,672            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jrue Holiday $11,286,518     $11,286,518 67 17.1 32.7 15.4 1.2 2.6 1.2 0.5 1.7 .532 23.5 

Quinn Cook  $15,984 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,328,595 9 15.3 12.3 5.8 0.2 0.1 0.0 -4.0 -4.0 .614 18.9 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

E’Twaun Moore $8,081,363 $8,445,024 $8,808,685 $8,664,928  $34,000,000 73 12.1 24.9 9.6 1.2 1.5 -0.8 -0.5 -1.3 .537 17.4 

Jordan Crawford $173,099 $1,709,538    $1,882,637 19 17.6 23.3 14.1 0.6 0.3 2.6 -3.0 -0.4 .582 25.5 

Axel Toupane $25,725 $1,471,382 $1,836,228   $1,497,107 2 8.6 20.5 5.5 0.1 0.0 -1.9 -0.6 -2.5 .688 8.6 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Solomon Hill $11,241,218 $11,747,073 $12,252,928 $12,758,781  $48,000,000 80 8.0 29.7 7.0 0.4 2.3 -1.8 1.5 -0.3 .528 11.5 

Dante Cunningham $2,978,250     $2,978,250 66 10.2 25.0 6.6 1.4 1.6 -1.3 0.8 -0.5 .586 10.7 

Quincy Pondexter $3,617,978 $3,853,931    $7,471,909 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Anthony Davis $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,263 $27,093,019 $28,751,775 $127,171,313 75 27.5 36.1 28.0 5.9 5.1 1.4 2.3 3.7 .579 32.6 

Donatas Motiejunas $576,724     $576,724 34 9.2 14.1 4.4 -0.4 0.6 -4.1 1.2 -2.9 .470 17.6 

Cheick Diallo $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 17 16.8 11.7 5.1 0.2 0.3 -4.6 -1.0 -5.6 .510 20.5 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

DeMarcus Cousins $16,957,900 $18,063,850    $35,021,750 17 23.3 33.8 24.4 0.5 1.1 2.1 2.8 4.9 .564 33.1 

Omer Asik $9,904,494 $10,595,505 $11,286,516 $11,977,527  $43,764,042 31 9.8 15.5 2.7 0.4 0.6 -4.3 1.2 -3.1 .517 8.8 

Alexis Ajinca $4,638,203 $4,961,798 $5,285,394   $14,885,395 39 12.9 15.0 5.3 0.0 0.9 -5.1 1.0 -4.1 .529 17.2 
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Contract notes: 
  
Jordan Crawford: Fully unguaranteed $1,709,538 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Quinn Cook: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 5th, thereaf-
ter $25,000 guaranteed with further guarantee dates. Waived. 
Axel Toupane: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 5th, there-
after $25,000 guaranteed with further guarantee dates. Waived. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $82,755,298 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000  

  
  

Combined total: $90,345,758 

Max cap room:  $12,982,242 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical cap 
room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible to 
have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the sole 
thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
  
DeMarcus Cousins: Cannot be traded to Sacramento until after the 
moratorium. 
 
Axel Toupane and Quinn Cook: Cannot be traded until July 9th. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $3,517,200 (expires February 20th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $2,090,000 (expires June 21st 2018) 

 
 
 

Combined total: $104,462,276 

Proximity to cap: $10,319,276 over 

Proximity to tax: $12,235,783 under  
 
(NB: Both Toupane’s $25,725 contract and Cook’s $15,984 contract count 
as $28,836 for tax purposes; the $31,969 10-day contracts for Cook and 
Selden count as $57,672; Brown’s $108,043 counts as $121,112) 

Contract notes: 
  
Jordan Crawford: Fully unguaranteed $1,709,538 until August 
1st, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Quinn Cook: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 5th, there-
after $25,000 guaranteed with further guarantee dates. Kept and 
guaranteed. 
Axel Toupane: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 5th, 
thereafter $25,000 guaranteed with further guarantee dates. Kept 
and guaranteed. 
 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $87,248,829 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Jrue Holiday: $16,929,777 
Dante Cunningham: $5,658,675 
Donatas Motiejunas: $1,471,382  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $3,517,200 (expires February 20th 2018) 
Trade Exception: $2,090,000 (expires June 21st 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $128,611,863 

Proximity to cap: $29,611,863 over 

Proximity to tax: $31,592,400 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: Cook’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Latavious Williams - 48th pick, 2010 
 

Has become an effective player in top and second tier European play. An efficient finisher from 
both the field and the line. However, in pretty much exclusively relying upon the good work of 
others, transition opportunities and his own physical tools to get any touches offensively, with-
out having the ability to stretch the floor and without defending the rim, he is thus largely a 6’8 
rebounder and finisher, which is not the way the NBA is headed. It is to his credit that he sticks 
to what he does well, but the Euroleague is the place to do it. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
None, 
 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
None. 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Frank Jackson (#31) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Might have some cap room. Up to $13,797,857, potentially, as above.  

• This amount may increase greatly if Pondexter’s cap number is removed due to career ending 
injury, which seems plausible after two missing seasons, although there is no news from this side 
of this being pursued.  

• However, cap room means no Holiday. And barring some big reshuffles, Holiday means no 
cap room. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room excep-
tion for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be two trade exceptions that can be used. They 
can each be split in multiple directions but they cannot be combined. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax thresh-
old), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to 
four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years 
(maximum 5% raises), the $23,917,781 combined expiring salaries of Cousins, Frazier and Pon-
dexter (potentially more depending on the statuses of Cunningham, Diello, Crawford, Toupane 
and Cook, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $4,493,531 combined unguaran-
teed salaries of Crawford, Toupane and Cook (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates),  
and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Exception, 
lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level exception of 
$5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax payer MLE, it 
will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed 
contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed sal-
ary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). However, 
this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, count 
the same as they would have done before. 

• Holiday and Cunningham can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum 
salary for up to five years. Motiejunas can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maxi-
mum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade 
raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, the only eligible play-
ers will be Cousins and Pondexter (after October 31st). 

• Cousins and Pondexter will also be eligible for veteran extensions, as will Cunningham (after July 
9th) and Ajinca (also after July 9th). 
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PF/C, 6’11, 270lbs, 26 years old, 7 years of experience 

Cousins managed to post career highs in both three-point attempts and free throw attempts last season, which is not bad going (although the free throw rate was slightly down to .468% from .498%). In his short 
Pelicans stint, Cousins shot more threes and improved his rebounding, both of which are good counters to what will be a slight reduction in his usage rate now that he has legitimate help. Cousins seems to get on 
with Davis personally, and, if the right backcourt and wing help is assembled, could finally make some playoff inroads befitting of such a talent. And the same can be said of Davis. 

PF/C, 6’10, 253lbs, 24 years old, 5 years of experience 

Improvements in every category from last season. Shot more, shot more efficiently, got to the line more, boarded better than ever before, and nearly doubled his defensive win shares. And, of course, dominated the 
All-Star game. The pairing with Cousins seemed plenty solid in their short stint together thus far; now they just need a team around them who can blend in just as well. 

SF, 6’7, 225lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

In the first season of his enormous deal, Hill was bad offensively and average defensively. A player who made his name as a little-things type – tertiary ball handler, occasional driver, decent team defender – was 
now being called upon for bigger things. And he hasn’t got them.  He wasn’t even as good as a big minute low output starter as he had been as a sophomore with Indiana two years ago. The unpleasant reality is that 
Hill is being paid like an average to slightly above average starter, but he isn’t that, and nor is he likely to be in the three years remaining on his deal. It is a bad contract. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 189lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

Moore has become a fine NBA role player. A sometime scorer, who hits open shots from outside, shoots some pull-ups and finds the open lane when possible, along with being a capable secondary ball handler and 
good defender of two guard positions. Moore deflects the ball, finds his spots, plays within his limitations and is a steady bench hand. This gives him some trade value, but perhaps more keep value. He needs to 
keep playing aggressively, because he is a better player when he does this. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 205lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

One of the few holdovers from the previous version of the Pelicans, Holiday started slow due to his personal matter yet ended up having a plenty solid Jrue Holiday-type season. When he played, he was his usual 
excellent defensive self, no matter the matchup, alongside some decent half court point guard play and a few points of his own. The chemistry and fit is not yet there with Davis and Cousins, but talent wins out, and 
time is the only real requirement. Some teams that are short of a point guard may wish to overpay Holiday in free agency, and the cost of retaining him could prove to be a very expensive one on a team already with 
two huge financial commitments to make and without the revenues of their peers. But no teams bidding on him can ever need him more than the Pelicans already do. 
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C, 7’0, 255lbs, 30 years old, 7 years of experience 

Asik’s career is in trouble. Formerly a defensive wall on the interior and exceptional rebounder with limited offensive abilities, he is now a considerably less effective interior rim protector, a much more average re-
bounder, and just as poor offensively. And the viral infection he caught to end the season is hardly a good platform for success going forward. Asik is an NBA player by virtue of his contract only. It was a good price 
at the time, but now it is a burden. 

PF/C, 7’0, 222lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

This was not a good season for Motiejunas, which started with injury, which then led to the contractual mess, and ended up on the bench for the Pelicans, from which he struggled. Never a rebounder or defender on 
the interior, Motiejunas needs to make his place in the league that as one of a focal point scorer, yet it did not happen this year. He shot his usual completely binary mixture of three-pointers and hook shots, but the 
threes didn’t go in (which is the norm), and neither did the hook shots. Ultimately, Motiejunas has never had that good of touch on any kind of shots, despite his routinely high billing. He is neither strong nor fast, and 
while his defensive effort has improved over his career, the results are barely any different. He’s just going to have to start making shots, or he’ll fall out of the league. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 230lbs, 30 years old, 8 years of experience 

A reasonably solid and consistent presence on a team with injuries and upheaval all around him, but ‘solid’ should definitely be interpreted in this instance as ‘unremarkable’. Cunningham’s offence has become 
mostly the three-pointer over the last two seasons, and it is not a coincidence that his true shooting percentage has shot way up over those two (.586% this past season). But the volume is low, the rebounds getting 
lower every season, and Cunningham isn’t doing much to get open other than stand in the corner. Still, a combination of corner threes, heady play, cutting off the ball, running if possible and good team defence 
makes for a decent role player. Perhaps in a more stable offensive environment, he can get more shots up. 

SG, 6’4, 195lbs, 28 years old, 5 years of experience 

After a Chinese career, Crawford came back and finally gave the Pelicans the wing scoring option they had shuffled through about 54 players trying to find. Although it was in a short stint, Crawford played the best 
ball of his NBA career and was extremely effective, scoring 21.7 points per 36 minutes on a .582% true shooting percentage, when before he had never surpassed a lowly .516%. The confidence is unrelenting as 
ever, and the shot selection not all that much better, but when they go in, he goes through brief spurts of unguardability. The usage rate is massive, the need to dominate the ball eternal, and the defence somewhere 
between negligible and poor. But that’s a lot of points on a minimum salary, and a combination of 38.9% three-point shooting and 52-78 shooting from within 16 feet along with an ability to create both looks for him-
self is quite rare. 

PG, 6’2, 184lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Cook has had a few NBA looks, but he is finding playing defence on the NBA level to be far harder than it ever was in college. When he can improve on that end, he will make the big league, because he is too good 
of a scorer to stay in the minors. Buoyed by the increased pacing and spacing, Cook has very much improved as a scorer in the D-League, scoring 26 points per game this year with the Canton Charge, leading to 
his call-ups with the Pelicans and (previously) the Mavericks. His contract situation essentially means he will go to camp and fight for a contract for the third year in a row; such is the life of a player on the cusp. But if 
he can extend himself defensively, he might one day win that battle. The Frazier trade will help. 
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C, 7’2, 248lbs, 29 years old, 7 years of experience 

Ajinca’s offence stopped growing two years ago, and he is now a very inefficient scorer for his position (.529% true shooting percentage in 2016/17) despite the expanded offensive game he initially showed upon his 
return to the NBA. He shoots 41.7% on jump shots that almost all take the form of catch-and-shoot straightaway foul-line two-pointers, but that’s about it. He has become a good rim deterrent on the defensive end, 
and retains a decent rebounding rate. But Ajinca’s pick-and-roll defence is far less good and something opponents target when he is on the floor. Get his man in a high ball screen, take a good run at him, and he’s 
got no answer. Those feet do not move well. 

PF, 6’9, 220lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

For his age, Diallo looked pretty polished as a rookie, standing out as a rebounder and interior defender on assignment to multiple teams, and keeping the mistakes low, playing within his skill set. And while 199 
minutes isn’t a great sample size of NBA minutes, they were nonetheless 199 good minutes. Diallo is confident, pretty skilled and highly projectable, and should begin next season in the rotation, with the aim of see-
ing how far he can go within it. 

SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 29 years old, 6 years of experience 

Pondexter has fully missed both of the last two seasons due to injury and should not be considered a part of the future at all until further notice, let alone a key part. It should be remembered that he was a fairly mar-
ginal player even before the injuries. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Toupane had contracts with three NBA teams last season after briefly cracking the league in 2015/16, which speaks to how close to the cusp he is. He had a reasonably good shooting in the D-League with the Rap-
tors 905, scoring 16 points per game but mostly making his mark via his defensive versatility, able to defend both wings and bigger forwards. If he can add a better three-point shot to go with that, he’d fit the template 
and stick around in this league. 
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Building Blocks 

 Anthony Davis: Four years and circa. $98.42 million remaining. Worth it all and then some. 

 DeMarcus Cousins: One more year at $18,063,850 remaining, and it will surely cost the 

maximum to keep him. The money will have to be freed up elsewhere. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Cheick Diallo: Two minimum salary years remaining, the first of which is guaranteed. A pro-

ject to keep and work on. 

 E’Twaun Moore: Three years and a shade under $26 million remaining, with no options. It’s 

not a bad deal, roughly non-taxpayer MLE money, but with money tight elsewhere, it might 

need to be moved. It’ll certainly be easier to do so with his than with the Asik or Hill deals. 

 

Uncertain 

 Jrue Holiday: Entering free agency on an expiring $11,286,518 contract. With Paul off the 

table, Holiday may find bidders, although with Hill and Lowry also on the market, he might 

still be third on some lists. Either way, re-upping him is very important and inevitably very 

expensive. Nine figures expensive. So be it. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Solomon Hill: Three years and circa. $36.76 million remaining, with no options. Listed un-

der “trade chips” more in hope than expectation. Hill is probably untradeable now, slightly  

tradeable as filler in a year’s time, and more tradeable in two year’s time as an acceptable 

cost-saving dump. Until then, however, he is a big contract on a team with a budget, who 

might prove to be an obstacle when Cousins needs re-upping. 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Jordan Crawford: One year of unguaranteed minimum salary contract remaining. Has 

likely earned his way onto the team next year with his late-season flurry; after all, if it 

was easy to find a player who could do that, the team wouldn’t have cycled through so 

many options beforehand. 

 Alexis Ajinca: Two years and circa. $10.2 million remaining. A reasonable price, but 

may feel the salary pinch the team is looking at if Holiday is retained. Would be move-

able. 

 Dante Cunningham: Expiring $2,978,250 contract. Could get the best part of a full 

non-taxpayer MLE somewhere, or at least somewhere in the $5–6 million range, and 

would be worth it here too. 

 

Fringe 

 Axel Toupane: One year of unguaranteed minimum salary contract remaining. Give 

him summer league to prove himself; even then, though, does he need to be fully 

guaranteed? 

 Quinn Cook: One year of unguaranteed minimum salary contract remaining. Various 

guarantee dates should see him through to camp, where the spot is winnable. 

 Quincy Pondexter: One year and $3,853,931 remaining. Allow to expire. If he takes 

the court, even better. 

 Omer Asik: Three years and circa. $33,86 million left on what is increasingly diminish-

ing returns. Can’t be traded like this, but also can’t do much on the court, so this is lim-

bo for a while. 

 Donatas Motiejunas: Expiring minimum salary contract. Didn’t earn another one with 

that play. 
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Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Record: 31-51 

Offensive rebounding rate: .266% (5th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .741 (30th) 

Total rebounding rate: .503% (tied 12th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .496 (25th)   
Defensive eFG%: .511 (14th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.4% (12th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 11.7% (26th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .188 (26th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .214 (18th)  

Points per game: 104.3 (19th) 
Opponents ppg: 108.0 (23rd) 
Pace: 96.0 (17th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 107.7 (18th)  
Defensive Rating: 111.5 (26th) 

Average age: 27.0 (9th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.0 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.8% (21st) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.8% (7th) 

Head Coach: Jeff Hornacek 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Carmelo Anthony $24,559,380 $26,243,760 $27,928,140   $78,731,280 74 17.9 34.3 22.4 3.2 1.5 1.5 -2.2 -0.7 .535 29.1 

Derrick Rose $21,323,252     $21,323,252 64 17.0 32.5 18.0 2.4 0.6 0.2 -2.2 -1.9 .530 25.7 

Joakim Noah $17,000,000 $17,765,000 $18,530,000 $19,295,000  $72,590,000 46 15.2 22.1 5.0 1.1 1.2 -0.7 2.8 2.1 .493 12.5 

Courtney Lee $11,242,000 $11,747,890 $12,253,780 $12,759,670  $48,003,340 77 12.1 31.9 10.8 3.1 1.1 0.5 -0.7 -0.2 .559 14.4 

Lance Thomas $6,191,000 $6,655,325 $7,119,650 $7,583,975  $27,549,950 46 8.4 21.0 6.0 0.6 0.4 -2.1 -1.6 -3.7 .516 13.1 

Brandon Jennings * $5,000,000     $5,000,000 58 12.7 24.6 8.6 0.8 0.7 -0.3 -2.2 -2.5 .508 18.1 

Kristaps Porzingis $4,317,720 $4,503,600 $5,697,054 $7,514,414  $14,518,374 66 17.4 32.8 18.1 2.4 2.1 0.2 0.0 0.2 .546 24.3 

Kyle O’Quinn $3,918,750 $4,087,500 $4,256,250   $12,262,500 79 20.5 15.6 6.3 2.1 1.8 -0.1 3.7 3.5 .552 18.5 

Mindaugas Kuzminskas $2,898,000 $3,025,035 $3,781,294   $5,923,035 68 12.4 14.9 6.3 0.8 0.4 -0.2 -2.5 -2.7 .533 19.2 

Willy Hernangomez $1,375,000 $1,435,750 $1,544,951 $1,701,735  $6,057,436 72 18.9 18.4 8.2 1.8 1.6 -0.6 0.6 0.0 .564 20.3 

Justin Holiday $1,015,696     $1,015,696 82 12.7 20.0 7.7 1.3 1.2 -0.3 -0.8 -1.1 .549 16.9 

Louis Amundson * $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Sasha Vujacic $980,431     $980,431 42 8.6 9.7 3.0 -0.1 0.2 -2.1 -2.2 -4.3 .423 17.3 

Ron Baker $543,471 $1,512,611    $543,471 52 7.5 16.5 4.1 -0.6 0.5 -3.5 -0.9 -4.4 .456 14.8 

Maurice Ndour $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 32 11.3 10.3 3.1 0.1 0.3 -3.5 -0.3 -3.8 .503 14.3 

Marshall Plumlee $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 21 10.9 8.1 1.9 0.0 0.1 -2.9 0.1 -2.8 .521 12.8 

Chasson Randle $143,860 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,456,471 18 12.3 12.5 5.3 0.3 0.1 -0.5 -3.0 -3.4 .555 19.6 

Chasson Randle * $100,000     $100,000 18 12.3 12.5 5.3 0.3 0.1 -0.5 -3.0 -3.4 .555 19.6 

J.P. Tokoto * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $102,775,933 $79,401,693 $78,874,776 $41,340,380 $0 $302,392,782            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Derrick Rose $21,323,252     $21,323,252 64 17.0 32.5 18.0 2.4 0.6 0.2 -2.2 -1.9 .530 25.7 

Ron Baker $543,471 $1,512,611    $543,471 52 7.5 16.5 4.1 -0.6 0.5 -3.5 -0.9 -4.4 .456 14.8 

Chasson Randle $143,860 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,456,471 18 12.3 12.5 5.3 0.3 0.1 -0.5 -3.0 -3.4 .555 19.6 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Courtney Lee $11,242,000 $11,747,890 $12,253,780 $12,759,670  $48,003,340 77 12.1 31.9 10.8 3.1 1.1 0.5 -0.7 -0.2 .559 14.4 

Justin Holiday $1,015,696     $1,015,696 82 12.7 20.0 7.7 1.3 1.2 -0.3 -0.8 -1.1 .549 16.9 

Sasha Vujacic $980,431     $980,431 42 8.6 9.7 3.0 -0.1 0.2 -2.1 -2.2 -4.3 .423 17.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Carmelo Anthony $24,559,380 $26,243,760 $27,928,140   $78,731,280 74 17.9 34.3 22.4 3.2 1.5 1.5 -2.2 -0.7 .535 29.1 

Lance Thomas $6,191,000 $6,655,325 $7,119,650 $7,583,975  $27,549,950 46 8.4 21.0 6.0 0.6 0.4 -2.1 -1.6 -3.7 .516 13.1 

Mindaugas Kuzminskas $2,898,000 $3,025,035 $3,781,294   $5,923,035 68 12.4 14.9 6.3 0.8 0.4 -0.2 -2.5 -2.7 .533 19.2 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kristaps Porzingis $4,317,720 $4,503,600 $5,697,054 $7,514,414  $14,518,374 66 17.4 32.8 18.1 2.4 2.1 0.2 0.0 0.2 .546 24.3 

Kyle O’Quinn $3,918,750 $4,087,500 $4,256,250   $12,262,500 79 20.5 15.6 6.3 2.1 1.8 -0.1 3.7 3.5 .552 18.5 

Maurice Ndour $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 32 11.3 10.3 3.1 0.1 0.3 -3.5 -0.3 -3.8 .503 14.3 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Joakim Noah $17,000,000 $17,765,000 $18,530,000 $19,295,000  $72,590,000 46 15.2 22.1 5.0 1.1 1.2 -0.7 2.8 2.1 .493 12.5 

Willy Hernangomez $1,375,000 $1,435,750 $1,544,951 $1,701,735  $6,057,436 72 18.9 18.4 8.2 1.8 1.6 -0.6 0.6 0.0 .564 20.3 

Marshall Plumlee $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 21 10.9 8.1 1.9 0.0 0.1 -2.9 0.1 -2.8 .521 12.8 
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Contract notes: 
  
Marshall Plumlee: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until June 
30th, thereafter $100,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. 
Waived. 
Maurice Ndour: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until June 30th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived.. 
Chasson Randle: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until Septem-
ber 26th, thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with further guarantee 
dates. Waived.. 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a no trade clause. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $75,463,860 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Three roster charges of $815,615 each 

Frank Ntilikina (#8 pick): $3,501,120 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000 

  
  

Combined total: $85,739,825 

Max cap room:  $17,588,175 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a no trade clause. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 
 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $102,775,933 

Proximity to cap: $8,632,933 over 

Proximity to tax: $9,084,521 under  
 
(NB: Plumlee, Ndour and Baker’s $543,471 contracts all count as $980,431 
for tax purposes; Randle’s $143,860 counts as $259,526) 

Contract notes: 
  
Marshall Plumlee: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until June 
30th, thereafter $100,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. 
Kept and guaranteed. 
Maurice Ndour: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until June 30th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Chasson Randle: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until Septem-
ber 26th, thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with further guarantee 
dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Carmelo Anthony: Has a no trade clause. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $79,401,693 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Derrick Rose: $29,700,000 (projected max; not to exceed 
$31,984,878) 
Ron Baker: $1,512,611 (QO; $1,312,611 if no QO offered)  
Justin Holiday: $1,471,382  
Sasha Vujacic: $1,471,382  

Frank Ntilikina (#8 pick): $3,501,120 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $127,282,806 

Proximity to cap: $28,282,806 over 

Proximity to tax: $39,121,994 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: Plumlee, Ndour and Randle’s $1,312,611 contracts count as 
$1,471,382 for tax purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Louis Labeyrie - 57th pick, 2014 

Took a big leap forward this year, scoring much more efficiently despite increased offensive 
responsibility, and becoming an elite rebounder. Might be too old to accept a two-way contract, 
but could thrive with one. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2019 second round picks from two of Cleveland, Houston and Orlando; no protection. Cleve-

land traded its 2019 second round pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 2019 sec-
ond round pick to New York in a separate deal. New York then traded the right to swap 2019 
second round picks with Orlando, meaning Orlando could swap its own pick with either of 
those. In another deal, Orlando also traded for Portland’s 2019 second round pick, and in yet 
another deal, they agreed to trade to Detroit whichever was least favourable of either (A) the 
Portland pick, or (B) the most favourable of the other three. New York thus receives the two 
least favourable of the Cleveland, Houston and Orlando picks. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Philadelphia; no protection. Philadelphia owns the L.A. Clippers’ 

2018 second round pick via one trade, and owns the right to swap this pick with New York’s via 
a separate deal. 

2019 second round pick to Philadelphia; no protection.  
2020 second round pick to Philadelphia or Orlando; no protection. In separate deals, Philadel-

phia acquired New York and Brooklyn’s 2020 second round picks; in a third deal, they agreed 
to send the lesser of these two to Orlando. 

2021 second round pick to Philadelphia; no protection. 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Frank Ntilikina (#8), Damyean Dotson (#44), Ognen Jaramaz 
(#58) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 
• Might have some cap room. Up to $17,588,175, potentially, as above.  

• However, cap room means no Rose. And barring some big reshuffles, Rose means no cap 
room. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million 
for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to 
two years (maximum 5% raises), the $3,025,035 expiring salary of Kuzminskas (potentially 
more depending on the statuses of Anthony, Porzingis, O’Quinn, Baker, Plumlee and Randle, 
all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $3,937,833 combined unguaranteed sala-
ries of Plumlee, Ndour and Randle (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the 
ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guar-
anteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed por-
tion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent play-
ers, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Rose can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to 
five years. Holiday and Vujacic can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 
104.5% of the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Baker can be signed and trad-
ed to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum salary for up to four 
years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the 
signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Baker’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, the only eligible 
players will be Anthony (after July 14th), and…..well. 

• Anthony will also be eligible for a veteran extension at that time, as will O’Quinn be (also after 
July 9th). 
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C, 6’11, 230lbs, 32 years old, 10 years of experience 

Tough year to witness. Noah’s 2014 to 2016 decline with Chicago was not just the result of a short term injury situation, but the beginning of a decline that continued this season and could easily get quite precipitous. 
The talent just seems to have gone. The non-dunk finishing at the rim has gone. The running lefty banker and the pick-and-pop mid-ranger, both far more effective and regular than they looked like they should be, 
have gone, perhaps the victims of multiple shoulder injuries. The mobility is down, and so is the versatile defence going with it. And while he can still handle and pass from the top of the key better than almost any 
other centre, he is so bad for spacing that you don’t want him there. At the moment, Noah is an oft-injured, currently suspended, hugely paid rebounding specialist. Which is a real shame. 

PF/C, 7’3, 240lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

Not an enormous amount of development on show as a sophomore, but still an immense bundle of skills. Porzingis is a legitimately excellent rim deterrent when in the right position, and increasingly a go-to offensive 
player, at least when his team remembers to turn to him. His future is at the centre position, even if it is not with this team, but a consolidation year rather than a breakout year didn’t dim his stardom any. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 240lbs, 33 years old, 14 years of experience 

Anthony’s effectiveness wanes year on year, to the point that last season’s numbers were pretty much on a par with those of h is sophomore season twelve years ago, before he joined the elite. As his mobility dwin-
dles, it becomes slightly harder to get to his favourite spots, slightly harder to push off for the fallaways when he gets there, and the gravity is not as strong as a result. Never a defender and a declining rebounder, 
the offensive game does not overcome the weaknesses as well as it did. A change of scenery and the change of role it brings would be for the best for his career.  

SG, 6’5, 200lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

Lee is a system player who could not do much to offset the discord in the system around him. Nevertheless, he did the same sort of things he always does; good spotting up from outside the three-point line, some 
pull-up twos, pretty good rebounding for his size, the occasional four minute where-the-hell’d-this-come-from offensive spurt, extra passing, minimal turnovers, trying on defence without being big enough to contest 
or slow down opposing wings much. Into the back third of his career, his value is good now but will diminish later. At some point between now and the end of next July, it is probably worth trading him. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 28 years old, 8 years of experience 

Given that Rose will never return to the level he was once at, he needs to adapt his game to suit. And this has never happened. Rose has never learned to his a role man. He has never learned to catch and shoot 
well, no matter how tweaks he adds to his increasingly painful-looking jump shot release (which has no rhythm on it at all). He has never learned the nuances of defence, nor how to when to switch, nor the footwork 
to keep in front and contest. He has never learned how or when to take contact, always preferring to use the body control with which he is blessed to do something spectacular. He never learned to pass on the 
move. And he has never been a controlled leader and playmaker in the half-court. He can still near-enough drive like he once could, if seemingly not quite as regularly. But all opponents are wise to it now, and he 
never learned the counters. And given its purpose is to read and react, the Triangle will never fit him. 

KNICKS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=714
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2831
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=87
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=981
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=962


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

C, 6’11, 240lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

In a healthy 1,324 minutes of his rookie season, Hernangomez proved himself to be a very good rebounder at the NBA level (especially offensively), as well as showing touch and feel offensively (high number of 
turnovers notwithstanding). Hernangomez is spry and clearly well-raised in basketball, knowing when to pass and when to try and score, and being good at both, with stretch potential if not much success yet save for 
some foul-line shots. Defensively, however, there is a fair amount to be concerned by, and not a whole lot to project; neither a rim protector not likely to be one able to do much to disrupt perimeter action, Hernango-
mez compounded this problem by often not seeming to know where to go. Work to do, then. 

PF, 6’10, 250lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

The past year was a very good year for O’Quinn, who shot well both at the rim and on his mid-range jump shots, leading to a career high true shooting percentage of .552%. He also had a career high in offensive 
rebounding with a strong 13.7% mark, as well as career best marks in overall rebounding percentage, turnovers and blocks, and had some moments defensively, especially around the basket. He still bites on far too 
many fakes, commits too many fouls and gets stuck in the wrong position, but when he’s in right position, he contests well. Combined with some passing out of the pick-and-roll and some shooting out of the pick-and
-pop, Quinn has had a breakout season as a role player, and it bears remembering that he was already plenty decent beforehand. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 235lbs, 29 years old, 6 years of experience 

Had a terrible start to last season in which he seemed to forget where the three-point line was, and in which his signature defence also suffered for a lack of rhythm. Got better throughout the year, injury-related new 
year blip aside, and was his usual aggressive self on the defensive end again by the end. Thomas also stopped a five year decline in his rebounding rate, although a 7.9% mark is still not good, the fact that he can 
shoot low volume three-pointers at 44.7% now does not mean he should abandon the offensive glass. Thomas also needs to turn the long twos in threes – sometimes it’s literally just half an inch difference – and be 
less scared of finishing at the rim. Useful in his role, but it should not be a big role. 

SG, 6’6, 185lbs, 28 years old, 4 years of experience 

Holiday has been a good piece of four different wing rotations across the last three seasons, and continues to be so. With good length, energy and athleticism, Holiday is a committed and effective wing defender, the 
best defensive player on the wing on the team. Offensively, while he is not a creator or much of a handler (almost every single shot he made, from all areas, was assisted), Holiday spots up fairly well from outside 
the three-point line, and is pretty good from one step inside it too. He will run the court, cut, and be aggressive within the bounds of his skill set. He has earned a pay rise. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 220lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Had his moments as a rookie, especially defensively, where he gave it a go. He was feisty and aggressive on opposing point guards, battling away even when overmatched for size and speed. Unfortunately, Baker 
will always be overmatched in this way. Much as he tries, he can only really make much impact on fellow bench (or deep bench) point guards. And offensively, Baker offers little, never a point guard by trade and 
without NBA explosion (and, at least thus far, NBA range). It’s fun to watch him try, but if the results are simply only slightly inconveniencing the Jose Calderon and Tim Frazier types, it is hard to project much of an 
NBA future for Baker. 
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C, 7’0, 250lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Didn’t play much, and when he did, he did and didn’t do exactly what he was and wasn’t expected to do. A pure post, Plumlee boards, fouls and creates a passing target inside. He cannot create in the post much, 
space the floor, handle and dribble. He will grab some offensive rebounds, finish some feeds, be big, willingly rotate from one side of the paint to the other, share the ball, and be fleeter of foot on perimeter action 
than it looks like he should be. There is some value in that, and that value is that of a minimum salary third stringer. 

PF, 6’9, 200lbs, 25 years old, 1 year of experience 

Ndour’s athleticism, hustle and defence have some value, but they need to be translated into defensive rebounding as well. For all the offensive talent he showed in college, he is a long way from being an NBA 
stretch forward or ball handler, and will never be an NBA post player. So the defence, hustle and rebounding need to be the calling cards, and thus far, he has only two of them.  

SF, 6’9, 215lbs, 27 years old, 1 year of experience 

Kuzminskas had a pretty good debut NBA season with his package of energy, defensive enthusiasm (sometimes), missed rotations, cuts, drives and occasional spots. Perhaps we can generously accredit the 
missed rotations to the language barrier. Either way, if he can improve on that end (and a better team defensive unit around him will surely help), Kuzminskas may play a few NBA seasons as a three-and-D special-
ist with some back door work thrown in. The 32.1% three-point shooting will have to improve, but after a prior career with only shorter three-point lines, an adjustment period is to be expected. 

SG, 6’7, 195lbs, 33 years old, 10 years of experience 

Supposedly a three-point shooter, Vujacic does not get a high volume of shots up, and when he did get them up this past season, he hit only 31.1% of them. This was at least an improvement on his 30.6% two-point 
shooting. Now old by NBA standards, he may play the part of likeable and heavy veteran well, but he does not any longer do much. 

PG, 6’2, 185lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Randle won his way into the NBA in mid-season on contracts with multiple times by virtue of a 20 game D-League stint with the Westchester Knicks in which he scored 20 points per game on a .565% true shooting 
percentage. A ball handler and scorer, Randle can work off the ball, spot up pretty well, and make some timely cuts. He is not going to be a full-time NBA point guard, not much of a playmaker out of the pick-and-roll 
except for himself, and never having been much of a prober. So he will need to prove he can score and defend. With a long wingspan that belies his height, Randle could an NBA point guard defender if he can re-
main committed to trying in a way he did not always do in college. 
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Building Blocks 

 Kristaps Porzingis: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Much as he might not be 

wanted in a battle of egos, he ought to be, because he represents the short, medium and 

long-term futures in a way that no other player or asset does. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Willy Hernangomez: Has a slightly above the minimum salary guaranteed for next year, 

then a guaranteed year at the minimum, and a fourth unguaranteed year. Worth keeping 

throughout, and perhaps dealable down the road when his future talent level is better estab-

lished and his pairing (or lack of it) with Porzingis fully explored. 

 Justin Holiday: Entering unrestricted free agency. Having only had minimum salaries previ-

ously, it is time Holiday gets paid, a fine MLE candidate for a contending team that the 

Knicks, Early Bird rights in tow, would do well to offer as well. 

 Courtney Lee: Three years and circa $36.76 million left. While it is hereby noted that offer-

ing Holiday that contract above would mean a slight redundancy and an expensive duo, 

both have resale value down the road with their two-way games, and could represent as-

sets. Likewise, Lee is worth keeping for now, potentially moveable from the upcoming dead-

line onwards. 

 Kyle O’Quinn: Just played a minimum salary contract season, and did not prove himself to 

be worthy of another one. 

 Lance Thomas: Three years and circa. $21.36 million remaining, the last year of which is 

not guaranteed, Not thrilled with the length of the contract, but the price is OK, and the trade 

value minimum, so he might as well see it out. 

 

Uncertain 

 Derrick Rose: Expiring $21,323,252 contract. Wouldn’t keep at any price, personally. 

 Carmelo Anthony: Two years and circa. $54.13 million remaining, with an ETO after this 

season he likely won’t exercise. The book’s out on his declining play, so a buyout seems like 

the likely result. 

 

 

Burdensome contract 

 Joakim Noah: Three years and $52.59 million remaining, with no options. This is one 

of those ones that’s just going to have to be swallowed for the next two years, while 

getting what you can from the player on the court. That is, unless things change re-

markably in that time. After two years, it’ll be a big expiring. Then it can come in handy. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Mindaugas Kuzminskas: One more year at $3,025,035 before entering restricted free 

agency. A worthy price for a role player like him, but that’s all he projects to being, and 

he surely has little market value. 

 

Fringe 

 Sasha Vujacic: Just played a minimum salary contract season, and did not prove him-

self to be worthy of another one. 

 Ron Baker: Entering free agency, and given that qualifying offers must be guaranteed 

these days, he is probably entering unrestricted free agency, having not done much to 

show he is an NBA player besides giving maximum effort. 

 Maurice Ndour: Has another year under contract at the minimum salary, with the 

guarantee date coming before the moratorium, thus functioning like an option. Might 

be an NBA player, but perhaps need not be guaranteed to find out. Nevertheless, no 

harm, no foul. 

 Marshall Plumlee: Two years left at the minimum salary, both unguaranteed, which is 

the only price appropriate for Marshall Plumlee at this stage but which he merits. 

 Chasson Randle: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, 

final year. The back-up point guard spot is open, as may be the starting point guard 

spot, but he will have to go some to earn it. Still, if he’s up against Baker, he could well 

win. 
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TBC 
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Record: 47-35 (sixth seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .279% (1st) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .790 (3rd) 

Total rebounding rate: .534% (1st)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .500 (24th)   
Defensive eFG%: .511 (13th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.2% (20th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 12.5% (18th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .220 (10th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .218 (20th)  

Points per game: 106.6 (11th) 
Opponents ppg: 105.8 (16th) 
Pace: 97.8 (9th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 108.3 (16th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.5 (10th) 

Average age: 25.9 (18th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.7 years 

Three-point shooting: 32.7% (30th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.6% (14th) 

Head Coach: Billy Donovan 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Russell Westbrook $26,540,100 $28,530,608 $30,670,404   $85,741,112 81 30.6 34.6 31.6 8.5 4.6 10.9 4.7 15.6 .554 41.7 

Enes Kanter $17,145,838 $17,884,176 $18,622,514   $53,652,528 72 23.7 21.3 14.3 4.0 1.8 0.6 -1.9 -1.2 .599 27.3 

Taj Gibson $8,950,000     $8,950,000 23 13.8 21.2 9.0 0.2 0.6 -3.9 -0.7 -4.6 .528 19.5 

Victor Oladipo $6,552,960 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $90,522,960 67 13.6 33.2 15.3 1.7 2.3 -0.4 -0.9 -1.3 .534 21.4 

Alex Abrines $5,994,764 $5,752,000 $5,455,236 $6,819,045  $17,202,000 68 10.1 15.5 6.0 1.2 0.9 -0.3 -2.2 -2.5 .560 15.9 

Kyle Singler $4,837,500 $4,666,500 $4,996,000 $5,333,500  $19,833,500 32 5.9 12.0 2.8 0.0 0.3 -4.6 -1.3 -5.9 .486 11.2 

Nick Collison $3,750,000     $3,750,000 20 12.8 6.4 1.7 0.3 0.1 -1.7 -0.1 -1.8 .622 10.1 

Steven Adams $3,140,517 $22,471,911 $24,157,304 $25,842,697 $27,528,088 $103,140,517 80 16.5 29.9 11.3 3.3 3.1 -0.7 1.2 -0.5 .589 16.2 

Ronnie Price * $2,557,545 $2,442,455    $5,000,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Doug McDermott $2,483,040 $3,294,994 $4,510,847   $5,778,034 22 9.3 19.5 6.6 0.5 0.2 -2.1 -2.9 -4.9 .551 13.6 

Domantas Sabonis $2,440,200 $2,550,000 $2,659,800 $3,529,555 $4,831,961 $11,179,555 81 6.9 20.1 5.9 -1.0 1.8 -4.7 -0.1 -4.9 .469 15.4 

Andre Roberson $2,183,072 $4,588,840    $2,183,072 79 9.6 30.1 6.6 1.1 3.1 -2.1 2.1 0.0 .510 10.1 

Mitch McGary * $1,526,040     $1,526,040 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Josh Huestis $1,191,480 $1,471,382 $2,243,326 $3,364,989  $4,906,188 2 26.1 15.5 7.0 0.1 0.0 3.9 1.8 5.7 .612 15.7 

Jerami Grant $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 78 10.3 19.1 5.4 1.3 1.7 -2.7 1.0 -1.7 .566 11.8 

Semaj Christon $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 64 5.7 15.2 2.9 -0.7 0.8 -5.0 -1.3 -6.3 .387 12.2 

Norris Cole $247,991     $247,991 13 5.4 9.6 3.3 -0.2 0.2 -6.5 -1.7 -8.2 .381 21.5 

Chris Wright * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Kaleb Tarczewski * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Alex Caruso * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Reggie Williams * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $91,339,949 $112,900,942 $111,349,535 $55,705,752 $48,528,088 $419,824,266            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Russell Westbrook $26,540,100 $28,530,608 $30,670,404   $85,741,112 81 30.6 34.6 31.6 8.5 4.6 10.9 4.7 15.6 .554 41.7 

Semaj Christon $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 64 5.7 15.2 2.9 -0.7 0.8 -5.0 -1.3 -6.3 .387 12.2 

Norris Cole $247,991     $247,991 13 5.4 9.6 3.3 -0.2 0.2 -6.5 -1.7 -8.2 .381 21.5 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Victor Oladipo $6,552,960 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $21,000,000 $90,522,960 67 13.6 33.2 15.3 1.7 2.3 -0.4 -0.9 -1.3 .534 21.4 

Alex Abrines $5,994,764 $5,752,000 $5,455,236 $6,819,045  $17,202,000 68 10.1 15.5 6.0 1.2 0.9 -0.3 -2.2 -2.5 .560 15.9 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Andre Roberson $2,183,072 $4,588,840    $2,183,072 79 9.6 30.1 6.6 1.1 3.1 -2.1 2.1 0.0 .510 10.1 

Doug McDermott $2,483,040 $3,294,994 $4,510,847   $5,778,034 22 9.3 19.5 6.6 0.5 0.2 -2.1 -2.9 -4.9 .551 13.6 

Kyle Singler $4,837,500 $4,666,500 $4,996,000 $5,333,500  $19,833,500 32 5.9 12.0 2.8 0.0 0.3 -4.6 -1.3 -5.9 .486 11.2 

Josh Huestis $1,191,480 $1,471,382 $2,243,326 $3,364,989  $4,906,188 2 26.1 15.5 7.0 0.1 0.0 3.9 1.8 5.7 .612 15.7 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Domantas Sabonis $2,440,200 $2,550,000 $2,659,800 $3,529,555 $4,831,961 $11,179,555 81 6.9 20.1 5.9 -1.0 1.8 -4.7 -0.1 -4.9 .469 15.4 

Taj Gibson $8,950,000     $8,950,000 23 13.8 21.2 9.0 0.2 0.6 -3.9 -0.7 -4.6 .528 19.5 

Jerami Grant $980,431 $1,524,305    $2,504,736 78 10.3 19.1 5.4 1.3 1.7 -2.7 1.0 -1.7 .566 11.8 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Steven Adams $3,140,517 $22,471,911 $24,157,304 $25,842,697 $27,528,088 $103,140,517 80 16.5 29.9 11.3 3.3 3.1 -0.7 1.2 -0.5 .589 16.2 

Enes Kanter $17,145,838 $17,884,176 $18,622,514   $53,652,528 72 23.7 21.3 14.3 4.0 1.8 0.6 -1.9 -1.2 .599 27.3 

Nick Collison $3,750,000     $3,750,000 20 12.8 6.4 1.7 0.3 0.1 -1.7 -0.1 -1.8 .622 10.1 
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Contract notes: 
  
Jerami Grant: Has a $1,524,305 team option. Declined. 
Semaj Christon: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 7th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Enes Kanter: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Steven Adams: Extension contains 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $110,064,026 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each. 
Terrance Ferguson (#21 pick): $1,785,000 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade Exception: $4,936,529 (expires November 1st 2017) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
 

Combined total: $130,112,785 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for. Excep-
tions not hereby renounced in the above hypothetical because 
there would be no cap room anyway.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Victor Oladipo and Steven Adams: due to the fact they signed 
rookie scale contract extensions, were they to be traded before July 
1st (i.e. before the extension starts), the trade value of each player 
for the receiving team would be the averages of all of the remaining 
contract years (i.e. their current year as well as all the years of the 
extension), whereas their outgoing salary would still be the same. 
Therefore, in trade math, Oladipo’s outgoing salary would be 
$6,552,960; whereas his incoming salary would be $18,104,592; for 
Adams, those figures are $3,140,517 and $20,628,103 respectively..  
 
Doug McDermott: Cannot be traded to Chicago until after the mora-
torium. 
Jerami Grant: Cannot be traded to Philadelphia until after the mora-
torium. 
Enes Kanter: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
None 

 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $4,936,529 (expires November 1st 2017) 

 

Combined total: $96,276,478 

Proximity to cap: $2,133,478 over 

Proximity to tax: $21,947,051 under 

Contract notes: 
  
Jerami Grant: Has a $1,524,305 team option. Exercised. 
Semaj Christon: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 7th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Enes Kanter: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Steven Adams: Extension contains 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $112,900,942 
  
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Taj Gibson: $13,425,000 
Nick Collison: $7,125,000  
Andre Roberson: $5,457,680 
Norris Cole: $1,471,382  

Terrance Ferguson (#21 pick): $1,785,000 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $4,936,529 (expires November 1st 2017) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

 
Combined total: $158,797,533 

Proximity to cap: $59,797,533 over 

Proximity to tax: $6,099,058 under 

  
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Szymon Szewczyk - 35th pick, 2003 
In the twilight of his career, back in Poland, probably never to leave again. 

 
Paccelis Morlende - 50th pick, 2003 

Playing in French rural leagues with the amusingly named Pornic and is essentially retired. 
 
Yotam Halperin - 53rd pick, 2006 

A very deferential point guard whose savvy and excellent assist to turnovers ratios cannot mask 
the fact he absolutely would not be able to defend the position at the NBA level. 

 
DeVon Hardin - 50th pick, 2008 

May be retired. Even if he isn’t, he has not been on the NBA level since being drafted. 
 
Dakari Johnson - 48th pick, 2015 

Much improved in his second D-League season and seems to have caught up slightly with the 
speed of the game while also developing his skills. May never crack a rotation but certainly a 
two-way contract candidate. 

 
Daniel Hamilton - 56th pick, 2016 

Decent rookie D-League season, with the uptick in three point shooting being promising. But 
the defence must follow. Two-way contract candidate. 

 
 
Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 
2018 second round pick from Boston; top 55 protected. If not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
2018 second round pick from Chicago; no protection.  
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 first round pick to Utah; top 14 protected up to and including 2020. If not conveyed by then, 

Oklahoma City’s 2020 and 2021 second round picks will be conveyed instead.  
2020 first round pick to Orlando; top 20 protected up to and including 2022. However, the protec-

tion only applies in 2021 and 2022 if the pick is not conveyed due to the above 2018 pick not 
being conveyed, in accordance in the Stepien rule. The pick will be conveyed two years after 
that one, and not deferred even if it falls within the protected range. If it does fall within the pro-
tected range, in any of the years, Oklahoma City’s 2022 and 2023 second round picks will be 
sent instead. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Terrance Ferguson (#21) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Unless something big happens, there will be no cap room.  

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a trade exception that can be used. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the $3,294,994 expiring salary of McDermott (potentially more 
depending on the statuses of Westbrook, Kanter, Sabonis, Huestis, Grant and Christon, all 
with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $1,312,611 unguaranteed salary of Christon 
(pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Gibson, Roberson and Collison can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the 
maximum salary for up to five years. Cole can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a 
maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-
and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not be 
any cap space. 

• Kanter will be eligible for a veteran extension after July 12th. McDermott will be eligible for a 
rookie scale extension. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Abdul Shamsid-Deen - 53rd pick, 1990 
Long since retired. 

 

Sofoklis Schortsanitis - 34th pick, 2005 
Did not play this year, and has fallen out of the Euroleague as well. Always only ever a role 
player due to how limited his body made him, his window is long passed. 
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C, 7’0, 255lbs, 23 years old, 4 years of experience 

Right as the league as a whole decides it wants to go away from the traditional post player towards stretch bigs who can defend other stretch bigs, along comes Steven Adams blossoming into an excellent roughly 
traditional centre. Assuming a bigger offensive share this year and showing off a new regular hook shot dented the efficiency slightly, but only slightly, and it will improve again if the free throw stroke does. A slight 
dip in rebounding mattered not on (and was readily explained by) the best rebounding team in the league, and the combination of nimble pick-and-roll defence alongside interior physicality makes for a strong all-
around player that will be part of whatever the core is for some years yet. 

PF/C, 6’11, 240lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Sabonis started for much of the season, recording 81 games played, 66 starts, 1,632 regular season minutes, and plenty of post touches on the left block. Yet for all of those touches, there were few results. Sabonis 
shot only 39.9% from the field on the year, and looked more promising with his 32.1% three-point stroke than he did with his 37.1% shooting on hook shots. He also was a complete non-factor on the offensive glass, 
and while he showed some of his father’s passing vision, he also threw the ball away quite often and committed quite a few charges. There were some signs of good post defence at times, interspersed with mo-
ments of looking lost and an awful lot of shooting fouls. But all in all, that was a poor season, and he needs a lot of skill and strength development. Minutes aren’t always the keys to youth development.  

SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

The .566% true shooting percentage of 2015-16, with both Durant and Westbrook to flank him, dropped back down to .510% this past season, and the three-point shooting dropped back to 24.5%. Roberson’s indi-
vidual offensive skills seems not to have developed any (as evidenced by a free throw stroke that has dropped from 70.0% as a rookie to 42.3% last year), and as the team has weakened around him, it has become 
harder to mask this. Roberson can’t cut on a floor with no spacing, nor can he shoot over it. The defence really is that good on the perimeter. But if Kanter’s incredible one-on-one offence is not considered important 
enough to offset his poor team defence, then swap two of those words around and have the same opinion towards Roberson.  

SG, 6’4, 210lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

A mediocre debut Thunder season across the board for Oladipo, who seems like a weird pairing with Westbrook. His three throw rate plummeted as he tried to become more of an outside shooter to suit Russ’s 
needs, with some results to be seen in a 36.6% three-point shooting rate, yet in driving less and facilitating less, he may be taking fewer risks, but he is making less happen. At a time that he is about to start an enor-
mous contract, he is shrinking his game. Even when playing alongside the second unit, who needed all the shot creation they could get, Oladipo focused more on being a shooter. He needs to stay aggressive, even 
when that aggressiveness yields mistakes. And not aggressive as in “take bad shots” aggressive, like in the playoffs. Aggressive as in drawing the defence, kicking, defending, cutting and running. 

PG, 6’3, 200lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

MVP! MVP! MVP! Make whatever arguments you want to make about how the rebounds meant slacking off defensively, about the arbitrary nature of his achievement, about the many forced shots, about the astro-
nomical usage rate…..do it all at your leisure. Just acknowledge alongside it all that that season right there was ridiculous.  
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C, 6’11, 245lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experience 

PF, 6’9, 225lbs, 32 years old, 8 years of experience 

Brought in to shore up a power forward spot that was done by committee all season, and even if his addition was only ever to be as a rental, he shored the position up expertly. Taj cannot improve the floor spacing, 
but he can defend the rim and the perimeter, finish around the basket, compete every trip, pass better than his raw assist numbers suggest, grab a few rebounds and make some catch-and-shoot attempts. The de-
fence is technically precise, and a line-up featuring him and Roberson is a defensive beast. Notwithstanding the costs involved, the need to prioritise Roberson and the overall financial picture of the team, re-signing 
Gibson must be attempted, because every team needs a Taj Gibson. 

It is so often reported how bad Kanter is defensively that it bears repeating how good he is offensively, so as to not lose the thread of his career. Kanter scores 24.3 points per 36 minutes on a ,599% shooting per-
centage, with low turnovers, high offensive rebounding numbers and a range of finishes. Kanter creates about five lay-ups per game, finishes with reverses, drops soft hooks and shoots a bit more often from mid-
range, with plenty of footwork and touch, and with the size to get shots away against anyone. He pairs well with Adams when match-ups permit, as Adams can cover for him, and he also clears 20.8% of defensive 
rebounds single-handedly. It is of course conceded that he gives up a lot of points both at the rim and on the perimeter, but it must similarly be remembered that he gets most of it not all of them back. Really good 
offensively + really bad defensively = all in all, roughly neutral. Like a good reserve should be. 

SF, 6’8, 225lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

By any measure, McDermott is a good shooter. But it seems he is not an especially confident one. Given that shooting is what he is in the game for - he is not a handler, a rebounder, much of a defender, or a post-
up player at this level - he ought to at least cast them up. Especially on this Thunder team who needed this more than anyone. But McDermott’s volume of shots was low, and his inconsistency quite stark. His future 
in the league is as a shooter, and at this volume only, it’s not much of a future. 

SG, 6’6, 190lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Possibly the best shooter on the team, Abrines got a good amount of minutes on that basis alone, despite the limitations of his game elsewhere. A non-factor on the glass, a non-factor inside the arc (apart from the 
occasional dart down a wide open lane), a non-handler of the ball and with a lot of work to do defensively, Abrines was all about the quick outside catch-and-shoot. It helps a lot, then, that he was good at it. Needs to 
get stronger and improve his ability to stay in front on defence of players like himself. 

PG, 6’3, 190lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

The recipient of a good amount of minutes as a rookie, the athletic Christon unfortunately could not cut it as a regular back-up point guard. His strong 3:1 assist to turnover ratio was a positive; however, as a scorer, 
he offered nothing, shooting 34.5% from the field and 19.0% from three-point range. So lost was he offensively that it was a death knell to ever play him alongside another limited offensive player, which, considering 
the big minutes to Sabonis and Roberson and the occasional minutes for Singler, didn’t give him many good line-ups. Defensively, things were slightly better, but only slightly, and not good enough to offset what he 
took away. Christon looked overwhelmed at the NBA level despite his best efforts, and while backing up Westbrook is not an easy gig, some money has to be found to find someone who can do it better. 
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PF/C, 6’10, 255lbs, 36 years old, 13 years of experience 

Barely used any longer, and played only 128 minutes all season. Stuck a couple of jump shots, made a couple of reverses, grabbed some defensive rebounds and threw some bounce passes, all of which he has 
long been wont to do. Still smart. Just can’t run much any more and seemingly no longer worthy of playing contracts. 

SF/PF, 6’8, 210lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Having traded a first round pick for him, however protected it may be, Grant responded to this endorsement by putting up a somewhat worse season than the one prior. It is hard to project Grant as a player. He is not 
a handler, he is not historically a shooter (although the 37.7% three-point shooting on a .367 three-point rate with the Thunder last season is a good sign of progression here), he does not stand out as a rebounder, 
and while he finishes well at the rim, he mostly gets there with cuts. Most importantly, while his projection is mostly on the defensive end, he is stuck between positions, defending power forwards better than wing 
players yet limited as a power forward by the rebounding. Grant has made improvements, not only in the shooting but also in the much improved turnover rates, yet that improvement has partly come through doing 
less and less offensively, which in turn pigeon holes him as a player, and it’s a weird pigeon hole. 

SF, 6’8, 228lbs, 29 years old, 5 years of experience 

A “little things” player in the sense that he does not do any big things. A net negative the previous couple of years, Singler was pushed a far way down the bench this season, and did not perform well from there. The 
majority of his offensive game is still the three-point shot, on which he shot all of 18.9% this season, and, in being a liability in isolation defence as well, it is hard to know what it is that he is supposed to do any more. 
Needs a fresh start, says Mark, generously. 

SF, 6’7, 230lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Now the fifth small forward after various trades, Huestis has yet to find minutes or a role on an NBA court, and does not look like he is about to any time soon either. He has played 86 minutes over two seasons, and 
was best known this season for being a statistical anomaly; until the Gibson trade, Huestis’s 7.0 ppg average (in two games) was the fifth highest on the team. On the plus side, his third straight D-League season 
was by far his best, shooting a .541% true shooting percentage along with career highs in total rebound rate (10.4%), assist rate (6.4%), turnover rate (7.3%), along with steals, blocks, usage and offensive rating. But 
none are particularly good numbers in what is now a 25 year old prospect still playing minor league basketball. Huestis was always going to be a role player, especially offensively, but if he is not going to board, 
shoot, handle or post to a high level, he will have to make it with defence, and yet the reason he does not get off the bench is because he does not defend his own position well. Time is short now. 

PG, 6’2, 175lbs, 28 years old, 6 years of experience 

Cole was brought in on a roster spot opened up by trade to be a comparatively veteran hand at point guard in light of Christon’s struggles. But Cole struggled just as much. Never a shooter or scorer, Cole tried to 
prove he was this in his short minutes on the floor, and while it is true to say that Westbrook’s team is built around offence from the point guard spot, that never meant it was built around offence from Norris Cole. 
There were far too many two-point pull-ups, which is about par for his career. Not a playmaker either, Cole is not sufficiently good of a passer to get players open without them realising they were open, and although 
his decent speed makes him an occasionally useful defender, he does not excel on that end enough to offset the offensive limitations. Wanting a steady hand, the Thunder did not find it here. 
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Building Blocks 

 Russell Westbrook: Two years and circa. $61.2 million remaining, with a player option after 

this season. Extend it as much as possible, but free agency probably beckons soon. 

 Steven Adams: Begins four year, $100 million this summer, and is locked in indefinitely. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Alex Abrines: Two years and a smidge over $11.2 million remaining. Year one wasn’t quite 

up to par, but that was the initial adjustment year. Should be worth it going forward. 

 Doug McDermott: One year of rookie scale salary left. Extension eligible, but unlikely con-

sidering his limited output and limited upside. Let him play it out and prove himself, or not, 

then re-evaluate. 

 Domantas Sabonis: Three years of rookie scale salary left. Year one was a struggle, but at 

least he gets three more goes. 

 Andre Roberson: Entering restricted free agency. A good baseline comparison would be Al

-Farouq Aminu, who received four years and $30 million just before the cap spiked (though 

knowing it would). That would be a good result here too. 

 

Uncertain 

 Taj Gibson: Entering unrestricted free agency. Also not far short of entering his mid-30s. 

Was a key cog for a part season of work, and could be a key cog for three more seasons 

yet, but best not to spend more than $30-35 million or so in those three years on this.  

 

Trade Chips 

 Enes Kanter: Two years and circa. $36.5 million remaining, with the final year a player op-

tion. As important as his offence can be on a scoring-starved team sans Westbrook,  in be-

ing close to expiring while also being expensive on a team that is pretty capped out while 

also needing to retain key defenders Gibson and Roberson, he should be considered very 

available. 

 

 Victor Oladipo: Beginning a four year, $84 million extension this summer, yet always 

felt more like a “best piece we can get” acquisition rather than a targeted piece for the 

future, and looked as much in his first Thunder season so far. The contract will deter 

some teams, but if his future is not alongside Westbrook, the process of finding a trade 

for him may as well start now. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Jerami Grant: One more year at the minimum salary via a team option that has not 

been exercised at the time of writing, but should be. Exercising the option eschews 

restricted free agency, but that’s OK. Hard to find a role for Grant on this team, but with 

the price paid to acquire him, one ought to be found. He can at least shoot now. 

 

Fringe 

 Semaj Christon: Two unguaranteed minimum salary seasons remaining, but this 

rookie season did not inspire confidence that he can cut it at this level. Needs a good 

summer. 

 Norris Cole: Expiring minimum salary contract and not worthy of another one. 

 Josh Huestis: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining, the next of which has a cap 

number of the minimum. Might as well keep him for that so as to get something for this 

pick, but there is no reason to exercise the option, and he has a lot to prove if he is to 

survive beyond the end of next season. 

 Nick Collison: Expiring $3,750,000 contract. Still time for one more cap-bending ex-

tension, but it seems unlikely. Any contract at all seems unlikely, to be honest. Porba-

bly done. 

 Kyle Singler: Three years and a shade under $15 million remaining, the first two years 

of which are guaranteed. It’s a problem contract that bulks up an already big payroll, 

and it is probably worth giving up a draft asset to get rid of it. Who knew a five year 

contract to Kyle Singler would prove a burden? 
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TBC 
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Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Record: 29-53 

Offensive rebounding rate: .216% (21st) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .774 (9th) 

Total rebounding rate: .487% (tied 24th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .489 (29th)   
Defensive eFG%: .523 (22nd) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.1% (8th) 

Defensive TO percentage: 11.9% (24th)  
 

Offensive FTA per FGA: .184 (27th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .201 (12th)  

Points per game: 101.1 (27th) 
Opponents ppg: 107.6 (22nd) 
Pace: 96.8 (12th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 103.7 (29th)  
Defensive Rating: 110.5 (22nd) 

Average age: 25.5 (28th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.8 years 

Three-point shooting: 32.8% (29th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.7% (24th) 

Head Coach: Frank Vogel 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Evan Fournier $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $85,000,000 68 13.9 32.9 17.2 1.7 1.1 0.8 -2.2 -1.3 .555 23.5 

Bismack Biyombo $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000  $68,000,000 81 12.2 22.1 6.0 0.8 2.1 -4.2 -2.0 -2.2 .546 13.2 

Jeff Green $15,000,000     $15,000,000 69 10.5 22.2 9.2 -0.2 0.9 -2.8 -1.8 -4.6 .505 20.3 

Nikola Vucevic $11,750,000 $12,250,000 $12,750,000   $36,750,000 75 19.1 28.8 14.6 0.8 3.2 -1.3 -2.4 1.1 .498 24.8 

Terrence Ross $10,000,000 $10,500,000 $10,500,000   $31,000,000 24 11.1 31.2 12.5 0.0 0.6 -1.0 -0.3 -1.3 .536 18.5 

D.J. Augustin $7,250,000 $7,250,000 $7,250,000 $7,250,000  $29,000,000 78 11.0 19.7 7.9 0.7 0.5 -0.9 -3.3 -4.2 .524 19.4 

Jodie Meeks $6,540,000     $6,540,000 36 13.1 20.5 9.1 0.5 0.6 -0.4 -1.4 -1.8 .567 19.4 

C.J. Watson $5,000,000 $5,000,000    $10,000,000 62 9.3 16.3 4.5 0.2 0.6 -2.5 -1.1 -3.6 .507 14.1 

Aaron Gordon $4,351,320 $5,504,420 $7,260,330   $9,855,740 80 14.4 28.7 12.7 2.0 1.7 -0.2 -0.4 -0.7 .530 20.1 

Mario Hezonja $3,909,840 $4,078,320 $5,167,231 $6,851,748  $13,155,391 65 7.2 14.8 4.9 -1.4 0.7 -4.8 -1.0 -5.8 .450 18.8 

Elfrid Payton $2,613,600 $3,332,340 $4,538,647   $5,945,940 82 17.2 29.4 12.8 2.4 2.0 0.7 0.2 0.9 .520 21.6 

C.J. Wilcox * $1,209,600     $1,209,600 22 2.9 4.9 1.0 -0.2 0.0 -6.5 -2.2 -8.7 .329 15.4 

Damjan Rudez $980,431 $1,724,305    $980,431 45 6.3 7.0 1.8 -0.1 0.2 -2.8 -1.9 -4.7 .466 13.6 

Stephen Zimmerman $950,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,807,562 19 7.3 5.7 1.2 -0.1 0.1 -7.8 0.4 -7.3 .346 14.8 

Arinze Onuaku * $444,078     $444,078 8 5.8 3.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 -6.5 0.7 -5.9 .500 9.4 

Patricio Garino $150,000 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,462,611 5 -9.2 8.6 0.0 -0.2 0.0 -14.1 -3.3 -17.3 .000 10.2 

Marcus Georges-Hunt $100,000 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,412,611 5 10.2 9.6 2.8 0.1 0.0 -3.4 -1.3 -4.7 .614 12.3 

Anthony Brown * $51,449     $51,449 2 18.5 8.0 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.9 -1.8 -0.9 .500 27.5 

Total Salaries: $104,300,318 $85,852,913 $71,212,182 $41,250,000 $17,000,000 $319,615,351            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Elfrid Payton $2,613,600 $3,332,340 $4,538,647   $5,945,940 82 17.2 29.4 12.8 2.4 2.0 0.7 0.2 0.9 .520 21.6 

D.J. Augustin $7,250,000 $7,250,000 $7,250,000 $7,250,000  $29,000,000 78 11.0 19.7 7.9 0.7 0.5 -0.9 -3.3 -4.2 .524 19.4 

C.J. Watson $5,000,000 $5,000,000    $10,000,000 62 9.3 16.3 4.5 0.2 0.6 -2.5 -1.1 -3.6 .507 14.1 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Evan Fournier $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $85,000,000 68 13.9 32.9 17.2 1.7 1.1 0.8 -2.2 -1.3 .555 23.5 

Jodie Meeks $6,540,000     $6,540,000 36 13.1 20.5 9.1 0.5 0.6 -0.4 -1.4 -1.8 .567 19.4 

Marcus Georges-Hunt $100,000 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,412,611 5 10.2 9.6 2.8 0.1 0.0 -3.4 -1.3 -4.7 .614 12.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Terrence Ross $10,000,000 $10,500,000 $10,500,000   $31,000,000 24 11.1 31.2 12.5 0.0 0.6 -1.0 -0.3 -1.3 .536 18.5 

Mario Hezonja $3,909,840 $4,078,320 $5,167,231 $6,851,748  $13,155,391 65 7.2 14.8 4.9 -1.4 0.7 -4.8 -1.0 -5.8 .450 18.8 

Patricio Garino $150,000 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,462,611 5 -9.2 8.6 0.0 -0.2 0.0 -14.1 -3.3 -17.3 .000 10.2 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Aaron Gordon $4,351,320 $5,504,420 $7,260,330   $9,855,740 80 14.4 28.7 12.7 2.0 1.7 -0.2 -0.4 -0.7 .530 20.1 

Jeff Green $15,000,000     $15,000,000 69 10.5 22.2 9.2 -0.2 0.9 -2.8 -1.8 -4.6 .505 20.3 

Damjan Rudez $980,431 $1,724,305    $980,431 45 6.3 7.0 1.8 -0.1 0.2 -2.8 -1.9 -4.7 .466 13.6 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nikola Vucevic $11,750,000 $12,250,000 $12,750,000   $36,750,000 75 19.1 28.8 14.6 0.8 3.2 -1.3 -2.4 1.1 .498 24.8 

Bismack Biyombo $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000 $17,000,000  $68,000,000 81 12.2 22.1 6.0 0.8 2.1 -4.2 -2.0 -2.2 .546 13.2 

Stephen Zimmerman $950,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,807,562 19 7.3 5.7 1.2 -0.1 0.1 -7.8 0.4 -7.3 .346 14.8 
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Contract notes: 
 

C.J. Watson: Only $1 million of $5 million guaranteed until July 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched, thus 
counts as $333,333 on the 2017/18 cap number. 
Stephen Zimmerman: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the 
last day of the moratorium, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Patricio Garino: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the first 
game of the season, thereafter $275,000 guaranteed with future 
guarantee dates. Waived. 
Marcus Georges-Hunt: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the 
first game of the season, thereafter $275,000 guaranteed with fu-
ture guarantee dates. Waived. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $77,248,413 

  
Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. Additionally, Vazquez’s cap hold re-
moved for 2017/18 by mutual consent. 
Three roster charges of $815,615 each 
Jonathan Isaac (#6 pick): $4,186,320 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade exception renounced 
Room Exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $88,209,578 

Max cap room:  $15,118,422 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Patricio Garino and Marcus Georges-Hunt: Cannot be traded until 
after the moratorium. 
 
Terrence Ross: Cannot be traded to Toronto until after the moratori-

um. 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,250,000 (expires February 14th 2018) 

 
 
 

Combined total: $106,550,318 

Proximity to cap: $12,407,318 over 

Proximity to tax: $8,980,459 under 

 
(NB: Brown’s $51,449 10-day contract counts as $57,672 for tax purposes) 

Contract notes: 

 

C.J. Watson: Only $1 million of $5 million guaranteed until July 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Stephen Zimmerman: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the 
last day of the moratorium, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and 
guaranteed. 
Patricio Garino: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the first 
game of the season, thereafter $275,000 guaranteed with future 
guarantee dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
Marcus Georges-Hunt: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until the 
first game of the season, thereafter $275,000 guaranteed with fu-
ture guarantee dates. Kept and guaranteed. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $85,852,913 
 

Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Jeff Green: $18,000,000 
Jodie Meeks: $12,426,000 
Damjan Rudez: $1,724,305 (QO: $1,471,382 if no QO offered) 
Jonathan Isaac (#6 pick): $4,186,320 
Fran Vazquez (#11, 2005): $2,904,480 

 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,250,000 (expires February 14th 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

Combined total: $139,040,018 

Proximity to cap: $40,040,018 over 

Proximity to tax: $32,829,545 under 
 

(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 

(NB: Garino and Georges-Hunt’s $1,312,611 contracts count as 
$1,471,382 for tax purposes) 
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Fran Vazquez - 11th pick, 2005 
The time has passed. 

 
Janis Timma - 60th pick, 2013 

Starting to work his way up the levels, and averaged 16/5/3 in the Eurocup this year. Needs to 
proceed to the Euroleague and stay aggressive if he gets there. Unlikely to ever get to the NBA 
level, however. 

 
Tyler Harvey - 51st pick, 2015 

Two straight sub-40% shooting seasons as a pro, one in the D-League, and now one in Italy. 
Needs to make his mark as a shooter, but there are better ones available. His main attribute 
seems to volume, which at some point stops being an attribute. 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 second round pick from L.A. Lakers or Orlando; no protection. Orlando owns its own 2018 

second round picks as well as one from the Lakers, and will give the less favourable one to To-
ronto via a third deal, thereby keeping the more  favourable one. 

2019 second round pick from Brooklyn; no protection. 
2019 second round pick from Cleveland, Houston or Portland; no protection. Cleveland traded 

its 2019 second round pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 2019 second round pick 
to New York in a separate deal. New York then traded the right to swap 2019 second round 
picks with Orlando, meaning Orlando could swap its own pick with either of those. In another 
deal, Orlando also traded for Portland’s 2019 second round pick, and in yet another deal, they 
agreed to trade to Detroit whichever was least favourable of either (A) the Portland pick, or (B) 
the most favourable of the other three. New York receives the two least favourable of the 
Cleveland, Houston and Orlando picks. Orlando gets the other one. 

2020 first round pick from Oklahoma City; top 20 protected up to and including 2022. However, 
the protection only applies in 2021 and 2022 if the pick is not conveyed due to Oklahoma City’s 
2018 first round pick (in another deal) not being conveyed, in accordance in the Stepien rule. 
The pick will be conveyed two years after that one, and not deferred even if it falls within the 
protected range. If it does fall within the protected range, in any of the years, Oklahoma City’s 
2022 and 2023 second round picks will be sent to Orlando instead. 

2020 second round pick from Brooklyn or New York; no protection. In separate deals, Philadel-
phia acquired New York and Brooklyn’s 2020 second round picks; in a third deal, they agreed 
to send the lesser of these two to Orlando. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
None. 
 

 

2017 Draft picks: Jonathan Isaac (#6), Wesley Iwundu (#33) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
  

• Not likely to have cap room. It would take a cost cutting more. The team could ever so slightly 
dip under through renouncements, as shown above, yet not by an amount that would be more 
useful than just getting all the renounceable parts, as seen below. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-
ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). The MLE is better than this. 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a trade exception that can be used. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax thresh-
old), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to 
four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years 
(maximum 5% raises), the combined $8,836,760 expiring salaries of Gordon and Payton 
(potentially more depending on the statuses of Watson, Hezonja, Zimmerman, Garino and 
Georges-Hunt, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $8,937,833 combined unguar-
anteed salaries of Watson, Zimmerman, Garino and Georges-Hunt (pursuant to aforementioned 
guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed 
contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed 
salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). Howev-
er, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, 
count the same as they would have done before. 

• Meeks can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to five 
years. Green can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of his 
previous salary (i.e. $18 million) for up to four years. Rudez can be signed and traded to a con-
tract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies 
to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not likely be 
any cap space, nor is anyone eligible. 

• Vucevic is eligible for a veteran extension. Watson will be eligible for one after July 9th. Ross will 
be eligible after November 2nd. Gordon and Payton will be eligible for rookie scale extensions. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Rashard Griffith - 38th pick, 1995 

Long since retired. 
 

Remon Van de Hare - 52nd pick, 2003 
Long since retired. 
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C, 7’0, 260lbs, 26 years old, 6 years of experience 

This year was the year Vucevic started shooting threes, and while it was not a Marc Gasol (or even Pau Gasol) level of breakout, 23-75 shooting from beyond the arc is a decent start. 42% on 20 footers versus 31% 
on 25 footers, etc. A true shooting percentage of .495% is pretty terrible for a centre and his worst since his rookie season. Yet if Vooch is not going to go to the line (or make them) or attack contact around the bas-
ket, and is going to drop soft hooks and mid-range jumpers anyway, he may as well take them from further out.  Elsewhere, his 31.3% defensive rebounding rate was an excellent fifth in the league, and while he will 
never be a rim protector or fleet-of-foot defender of switches, he rotated better this year, kept his hands up, and improved around the basket. So that’s something. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 220lbs, 21 years old, 3 years of experience 

The small forward experiment didn’t work, and nor should there ever have been one. Gordon should always have been at the power forward spot, able to switch down onto smaller opponents without being designat-
ed them full time, and developing as a stretch power forward and roll man with spacing around him, rather than being the spacing more than occasionally himself. Gordon’s numbers are down across the board, yet 
by far and away, his best stretch of the season was after the All-Star Break; namely, after Ibaka was traded and he could go back to power forward. From a skills development point of view, the outside shot-making 
is the most obvious area of improvement, but the positional correction is the key to his future. He is a difference maker as a four with his interior defence, perimeter defence and cutting. He isn’t as a three. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 206lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Ross provided some welcome outside shooting after his arrival in the Ibaka deal, and also provided a nice model for Hezonja to look at and see what is possible. Not because Ross is especially good; in being a 
confident but streaky shooter not providing much off the dribble save for a floater, his offensive uses are fairly limited, while his defence is similarly streaky, sometimes chasing his man through screens and using his 
good hands to deflect the ball away and sometimes not bothering. But instead, because that level of play is ascertainable for Hezonja as well. It should be noted that although improvements were small, this was 
probably Ross’s best year, especially defensively, and that he is young enough to be considered a useful piece going forward. But perhaps as a useful trade piece, rather than a playing one. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 205lbs, 24 years old, 5 years of experience 

Due to the team around him, Fournier got more shots and more scoring opportunities than befit his talent. A career-worst three-point percentage perhaps speaks to the extra defensive pressure he faced as the de 
facto go-to guy, and although he still tried to get to the rim and assume this pressure, it was reflected in his efficiency (with a nagging wrist injury also probably partly responsible). More importantly, the defence was 
particularly poor. That can’t be blamed on having to take the toughest match-ups - he was taken off of those. And that also can’t be blamed on the wrist.

PG, 6’4, 185lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Pretty good progression on show from Payton over this past season, whose knack for sneaking into the lane remains, but who is now making the shots when he gets there (61% finishing at the rim) and the passes 
on the move as he heads there. He also much improved his hitherto poor pull-up two point jump shot, giving hope that perhaps the three will follow, and as the scoring efficiency went up, the turnovers also came 
down. He is starting to figure out this half court NBA point guard thing - with Gordon back in his correct position, less two-paint line-ups and with some better shooting help, next year will be intriguing for him. The 
defence, however, must come with it. Payton was far too easy to get around on the perimeter this year.
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C, 6’9, 255lbs, 24 years old, 6 years of experience 

Beginning an absolutely enormous contract was not going to suddenly make Biyombo a multi-skilled offensive player. He did shoot more than ever, taking a bunch more hook shots and not being deterred from mid-
range jump shots by last year’s 27% shooting on them, but lost 40 points on his true shooting percentage as a result, because  he remained good at neither of those shots. The decline in his rebounding rate is more 
concerning - it’s still good, but no longer really good - and although offences going away from him due to his defensive presence makes some sense, it does cap his individual measurable value, especially in trade. 
Considering the cost of the Biyombo/Vucevic offence/defence centre pairing, the trade route must remain open. And as expensive as Bismack is, someone will want him. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

Another year, another big contract, another season of “I can’t quite figure out what he does well and the stats can’t find it either so maybe he isn’t especially good really” play. Green’s 39.4% field goal percentage is 
the lowest of his career, the .505% true shooting percentage his lowest since his rookie campaign, his 7.6% rebounding percentage as forgettable as ever, and his 27.5% three-point shooting a massive disappoint-
ment. It would be fair to say that perhaps, on a team with a better overall offensive unit, he would have benefitted as much as anyone. But this is not especially anomalous from Green. He never shines offensively in 
a decade of being allowed to try, he never rebounds, he always stops the ball more than a player of his marginal talent should, and he never stands out defensively, not keeping in front nor defending the rim. This 
should be the last of the big contracts. 

SG/SF/PF, 6’8, 215lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

Very disappointing sophomore season for Hezonja in which he shot 35.5% from the field and, aside from slight improvements in his turnover and rebounding numbers, regressed in all facets. Taking more shots than 
before sent his efficiency into free-fall, and while the jump shot from all ranges is the bulk of his game, only 30.9% of them went in. He is athletic and flashes good passing vision, but he cannot dribble in traffic, isn’t 
making shots, and the baseline for his offensive projection is now very low. On the plus side, though, his defence did improve, both on small forwards and small-ball power forwards, learning angles and rotations 
better and being able to stay in front more often with the position shift away from the wing. But the improvements have not made him a stand-out defender; the most stand-out aspect of his game at the moment is 
how few of the shots go in. 

SG, 6’4, 210lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Once again missing much of the season due to injury, Meeks at least brought his shot back with him from the inactive list. He hit 40.9% from three-point range and, with both his shot and the motion that leads to it, 
he is a key floor spacing piece on any team. However, a year and a bit missed due to two procedures on the same foot seems to have slightly slowed him, a loss most evident on the defensive end, at which he was 
worryingly marginal anyway. Meeks now enters free agency with a quality jump shot and a recent injury history in what should be his prime. Contending teams will want him for his movement and spot-ups, but with 
the injuries in mind, his next deal perhaps ought to be a short one. 

PG, 6’0, 183lbs, 29 years old, 9 years of experience 

Augustin is at his best when he is given quite a lot of the ball in his hands and told to make as many plays as he can out of the pick-and-roll, getting to the basket where he can and hoisting up a three or passing out 
where he can’t, or running around off of high post passers. He is also at his best with shooters around him. So with less than half of what he needs to work with last year, results were mixed to poor. With the pace 
slow, Augustin had some moments in the half court, but he could not play the transition game, and his own defence was a problem all year. Given that he will never be efficient inside the arc at that size, Augustin 
needs to shoot well from outside to thrive, yet 34.8% from three is not well enough, and nor is 35.2% on jump shots overall. He needs to up that over the next three years of his deal, or it will be a bad one. 
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C, 7’0, 240lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Zimmerman spent 21 games on assignment, doing fairly well if not standing out, making a fair few jab-step jumpers and sneaking open on the baseline without creating much beyond that. A rather formulaic post 
player with a fairly prodigious foul rate at this time, Zimmerman scored OK, boarded OK, and blocked some shots, showing a decent offensive talent level for one so young. But in being weak framed and post-
confined, neither a rim protector, nor a one-on-one post defender, nor a perimeter defender, his role is harder to pinpoint unless he gets sufficiently good offensively to get back all that which he gives up.  

SF/PF, 6’10, 228lbs, 31 years old, 3 years of experience 

In 2015/16, 80.6% of Rudez’s shots were three-pointers, and he had a .577% true shooting percentage. This year, those numbers dropped to .727%  and .466%. Having never been a rebounder or defender at any 
level, nor even being that good at driving the hard close-outs his quality outside shot should earn him, Rudez enters free agency with little NBA resume, two fairly innocuous seasons as his most recent credits, and 
being on the wrong side of 30. Other shooters are available - back to Europe, he will surely go. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 210lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

The high-motored, hustling Garino played his way into the NBA with 49 games of running around in that unconventional way of his for the D-League’s Austin Spurs. Garino was a role player in the D-League just as 
he will be one in any league; while there are a few spot-ups from outside and the occasional driving lay-up, Garino is not a ball handler nor a creator. Rather, he is a utility guy who will expend great energy on the 
defensive end. Teams should surely hope to find this playing style and effort level in a player bigger, faster and stronger than Garino. Despite this, he earned his way onto the cusp. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 216lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

In 45 games with the Maine Red Claws, Georges-Hunt rebounded and defended well, which is what earned him call-ups to multiple NBA teams this season. He has not the athleticism nor the dynamicism with the 
ball in his hands to every likely progress much beyond being a deep bench player. However, by being a big guard, he may find his calling guard for a couple of years or so on that end, interspersed with some D-
League lead guard time. 

PG, 6’2, 175lbs, 33 years old, 10 years of experience 

Watson suddenly looked old the day he signed with Orlando. He was never especially quick, yet he was crafty off the dribble and was also a good shooter from the outside, just raising up without requiring much 
quickness. But now, they don’t go in. Ostensibly healthy after a troublesome calf last year, Watson’s main virtue on the court at this time is being under control, but in acknowledging that, we must acknowledge that 
this means he is not doing much with the ball any longer. 
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Building Blocks 

 Aaron Gordon: One year of rookie scale salary remaining, and extension eligible this sum-

mer. Given the poor season the year prior, pursue that to see if he can be locked up cheap 

before he breaks out as his rightful position next season. In light of this being unlikely, he will 

head to RFA. 

 

Good Pieces 

 Elfrid Payton: One year of rookie scale salary remaining, and extension eligible this sum-

mer. Even after a good year, Payton has not put himself in the top 10 point guards conver-

sation, maybe not even top 20, so that must be reflected in any negotiations. 

 Evan Fournier: Four years and $68 million remaining, with a player option in the last year. 

Needs to make improvements to be worth it, but worth keeping for now. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Mario Hezonja: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep and work hard on skills 

development, particularly the jumper, which will be key to the effectiveness of his odd pack-

age of skills. 

 Bismack Biyombo: Three years and $51 million remaining, with a player option in the last 

year. It’s too much, frankly, but there’s no urgency in moving it now, so see how he grows. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Nikola Vucevic: Two years and $25 million remaining. Decent salary for decent production, 

although to extend his career beyond being a backup rebounding specialist, those twos 

need to become threes. Then he’ll become very valuable, both in trade and tree agency. 

Keep for now, but take trade calls, and if he starts shooting threes on high volume, shop him 

hard. 

 Terrence Ross: Two years and $21 million remaining. A decent price for a decent player, 

and decent players on decent prices have trade value, as the Ibaka trade he arrived in 

demonstrated. 

 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Jeff Green: Expiring $15 million contract. Ignore the name, look at the stats, look at 

the metrics, and make me an argument as to why a player who does only that - who 

routinely does only that - merits more than the minimum. Should join the Cavaliers for 

that, but the Magic have no use for him and should let him walk. 

 C.J. Watson: Unguaranteed $5 million for 2017/18 and not showing a reason to keep 

him at that price, especially with so much committed to backup point guard minutes in 

the form of Augustin. 

 Stephen Zimmerman: Unguaranteed minimum salary contracts for both 2017/18 and 

2018/19. Worth keeping around for both and developing. 

 D.J. Augustin: Three years and $21.75 million remaining, all guaranteed, no options. 

Quite a lot for a back-up point guard, especially one who needs everything ‘just so’ to 

thrive. Keep until cheaper, then move. 

 Jodie Meeks: Expiring $6.54 million contract. Having lost so much time due to injury 

over the course of his last contract, he will get a pay cut from that, perhaps more than 

the minimum from someone gambling that he stays healthy, but otherwise a minimum 

salary candidate. Would be ideal for, say, the Thunder, and could be a free agency 

steal. 

 

Fringe 

 Patricio Garino: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for 2017/18. No better of a 

candidate for it than many others, however, and is at best a camp invite with a lot to 

prove. 

 Marcus Georges-Hunt: Unguaranteed minimum salary contract for 2017/18. Same as 

Garino 

 Damjan Rudez: Expiring minimum salary contract who has not shown enough to get 

another, and who is probably going back to the Adriatic League very soon. 
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TBC 
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Record: 28-54 

Offensive rebounding rate: .224% (19th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .753 (28th) 

Total rebounding rate: .488% (tied 23rd)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .501 (21st)   
Defensive eFG%: .512 (16th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 14.9% (30th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.4% (10th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .199 (22nd) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .234 (27th)  

Points per game: 102.4 (25th) 
Opponents ppg: 108.1 (24th) 
Pace: 98.5 (5th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 103.2 (30th)  
Defensive Rating: 108.9 (17th) 

Average age: 24.6 (30th oldest) 
Average experience: 3.3 years 

Three-point shooting: 34.0% (25th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.7% (15th) 

Head Coach: Brett Brown 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Andrew Bogut * $10,527,027     $10,527,027 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jerryd Bayless $9,424,084 $9,000,000 $8,575,916   $27,000,000 3 8.7 23.7 11.0 -0.1 0.0 -5.2 -2.9 -8.2 .453 27.7 

Gerald Henderson $9,000,000 $9,000,000    $18,000,000 72 10.8 23.2 9.2 1.0 1.0 -1.8 -1.2 -3.1 .529 17.9 

Tiago Splitter $8,550,000     $8,550,000 8 15.0 9.5 4.9 0.1 0.1 -2.6 -2.4 -5.0 .544 23.9 

Sergio Rodriguez $8,000,000     $8,000,000 68 11.0 22.3 7.8 -0.3 1.0 -1.6 -2.4 -4.0 .484 19.3 

Carl Landry * $6,500,000     $6,500,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Simmons $5,903,160 $6,168,840 $6,434,520 $8,113,930 $10,548,109 $26,620,450 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Joel Embiid $4,826,160 $6,100,266 $8,003,549   $10,926,426 31 24.1 25.4 20.2 0.5 1.5 0.0 3.2 3.2 .584 36.0 

Jahlil Okafor $4,788,840 $4,995,120 $6,313,832 $8,283,748  $16,097,792 50 14.8 22.7 11.8 0.1 1.1 -3.4 0.1 -3.3 .546 24.1 

Nik Stauskas $2,993,040 $3,807,147 $5,132,034   $6,800,187 80 9.0 27.4 9.5 0.1 1.4 -1.7 -0.7 -2.4 .540 16.4 

Tibor Pleiss * $2,900,000 $500,000    $3,400,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dario Saric $2,318,280 $2,422,560 $2,526,840 $3,481,986 $4,791,212 $10,749,666 81 12.8 26.3 12.8 -1.2 2.2 -2.0 -0.2 -2.2 .508 24.6 

Justin Anderson $1,514,160 $1,579,440 $2,516,048 $3,625,625  $5,609,648 24 12.8 21.6 8.5 0.5 0.4 -0.4 -0.6 -1.0 .564 17.2 

Sasha Kaun * $1,333,420     $1,333,420 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot $1,326,960 $1,386,600 $1,544,951 $2,529,684 $3,698,397 $6,788,195 69 8.5 17.2 6.4 0.0 0.8 -2.8 -1.2 -4.0 .536 17.8 

Richaun Holmes $1,025,831 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,097,733 57 18.6 20.9 9.8 2.2 1.6 0.2 1.5 1.7 .611 18.6 

Robert Covington $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 67 13.2 31.6 12.9 0.0 3.2 -0.7 2.0 1.4 .534 19.2 

Elton Brand * $980,431     $980,431 - - - - - - - - - - - 

T.J. McConnell $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $3,946,538 81 13.7 26.3 6.9 1.4 2.4 -2.0 0.1 -1.9 .504 14.4 

Hollis Thompson * $442,126     $442,126 31 9.0 18.1 5.5 0.3 0.4 -2.3 -0.8 -3.0 .510 13.7 

Chasson Randle * $233,373     $233,373 8 17.7 9.3 5.3 0.2 0.1 2.6 -2.7 -0.1 .671 20.1 

Brandon Paul * $155,000     $155,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Shawn Long $89,513 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $2,947,075 18 24.1 13.0 8.2 0.6 0.3 3.4 0.0 3.4 .595 25.4 

Shawn Long * $65,000     $65,000 18 24.1 13.0 8.2 0.6 0.3 3.4 0.0 3.4 .595 25.4 

James Webb * $65,000     $65,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Justin Harper * $57,672     $57,672 3 4.9 10.3 4.0 -0.1 0.0 -5.1 -3.8 -8.8 .500 22.4 

Total Salaries: $85,143,679 $50,792,578 $32,658,098 $14,125,600 $0 $182,719,955            
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Anthony Barber * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dionte Christmas * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Shawn Long * $31,969     $31,969 18 24.1 13.0 8.2 0.6 0.3 3.4 0.0 3.4 .595 25.4 

Alex Poythress * $31,969     $31,969 6 13.2 26.2 10.7 0.2 0.1 -0.6 -1.9 -2.5 .548 16.9 

Chasson Randle * $31,969     $31,969 8 17.7 9.3 5.3 0.2 0.1 2.6 -2.7 -0.1 .671 20.1 

Chasson Randle * $31,969     $31,969 8 17.7 9.3 5.3 0.2 0.1 2.6 -2.7 -0.1 .671 20.1 

Alex Poythress $6,394 $1,512,611    $6,394 6 13.2 26.2 10.7 0.2 0.1 -0.6 -1.9 -2.5 .548 16.9 

Total Salaries: $85,143,679 $50,792,578 $32,658,098 $14,125,600 $0 $182,719,955            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Sergio Rodriguez $8,000,000     $8,000,000 68 11.0 22.3 7.8 -0.3 1.0 -1.6 -2.4 -4.0 .484 19.3 

Jerryd Bayless $9,424,084 $9,000,000 $8,575,916   $27,000,000 3 8.7 23.7 11.0 -0.1 0.0 -5.2 -2.9 -8.2 .453 27.7 

T.J. McConnell $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $3,946,538 81 13.7 26.3 6.9 1.4 2.4 -2.0 0.1 -1.9 .504 14.4 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Nik Stauskas $2,993,040 $3,807,147 $5,132,034   $6,800,187 80 9.0 27.4 9.5 0.1 1.4 -1.7 -0.7 -2.4 .540 16.4 

Gerald Henderson $9,000,000 $9,000,000    $18,000,000 72 10.8 23.2 9.2 1.0 1.0 -1.8 -1.2 -3.1 .529 17.9 

Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot $1,326,960 $1,386,600 $1,544,951 $2,529,684 $3,698,397 $6,788,195 69 8.5 17.2 6.4 0.0 0.8 -2.8 -1.2 -4.0 .536 17.8 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Robert Covington $1,015,696 $1,577,230    $2,592,926 67 13.2 31.6 12.9 0.0 3.2 -0.7 2.0 1.4 .534 19.2 

Justin Anderson $1,514,160 $1,579,440 $2,516,048 $3,625,625  $5,609,648 24 12.8 21.6 8.5 0.5 0.4 -0.4 -0.6 -1.0 .564 17.2 

Alex Poythress $6,394 $1,512,611    $6,394 6 13.2 26.2 10.7 0.2 0.1 -0.6 -1.9 -2.5 .548 16.9 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Ben Simmons $5,903,160 $6,168,840 $6,434,520 $8,113,930 $10,548,109 $26,620,450 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dario Saric $2,318,280 $2,422,560 $2,526,840 $3,481,986 $4,791,212 $10,749,666 81 12.8 26.3 12.8 -1.2 2.2 -2.0 -0.2 -2.2 .508 24.6 

Richaun Holmes $1,025,831 $1,471,382 $1,600,520   $4,097,733 57 18.6 20.9 9.8 2.2 1.6 0.2 1.5 1.7 .611 18.6 

Shawn Long $89,513 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $2,947,075 18 24.1 13.0 8.2 0.6 0.3 3.4 0.0 3.4 .595 25.4 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Joel Embiid $4,826,160 $6,100,266 $8,003,549   $10,926,426 31 24.1 25.4 20.2 0.5 1.5 0.0 3.2 3.2 .584 36.0 

Jahlil Okafor $4,788,840 $4,995,120 $6,313,832 $8,283,748  $16,097,792 50 14.8 22.7 11.8 0.1 1.1 -3.4 0.1 -3.3 .546 24.1 

Tiago Splitter $8,550,000     $8,550,000 8 15.0 9.5 4.9 0.1 0.1 -2.6 -2.4 -5.0 .544 23.9 
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Contract notes: 
 

Robert Covington: Fully unguaranteed until August 9th, thereaf-
ter $53,547 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. Waived. 
Gerald Henderson: Fully unguaranteed $9,000,000 until June 
30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Richaun Holmes: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
T.J. McConnell: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Shawn Long: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until September 
26th, thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. 
Waived. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $35,959,973 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. Additionally, Korkmaz’s cap hold re-
moved for 2017/18 by mutual consent. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
Markelle Fultz (#1 pick): $7,026,240 
Anzejs Pasecniks (#25 pick): $1,516,200 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $50,461,643 

Max cap room:  $52,866,357 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Justin Anderson: Cannot be traded to Dallas until after the morato-

rium. 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Charles Jenkins: $980,431 
Byron Mullens: $980,431 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $87,104,541 

Proximity to cap: $7,038,459 under 

Proximity to tax: $27,669,968 under 

 
(NB: Poythress’s $6,394 contract counts as $11,534 for tax purposes; the 
$31,969 10-day contracts for Randle, Poythress and Long count as $57,672; 
Long’s $89,513 counts as $161,483; Randle’s $233,373 counts as 
$421,009; McConnell’s $874,636 counts as $980,431) 

Contract notes: 

 

Robert Covington: Fully unguaranteed until August 9th, thereaf-
ter $53,547 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. Kept and 
guaranteed. 
Gerald Henderson: Fully unguaranteed $9,000,000 until June 
30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Richaun Holmes: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
T.J. McConnell: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Shawn Long: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until September 
26th, thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. 
Kept and guaranteed. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $50,792,578 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Tiago Splitter: $12,825,000 
Sergio Rodriguez: $9,600,000 
Alex Poythress: $1,512,611 (QO: $1,312,611 if no QO offered) 
Charles Jenkins: $1,471,382 
Byron Mullens: $1,471,382 
Markelle Fultz (#1 pick): $7,026,240 
Anzejs Pasecniks (#25 pick): $1,516,200 
Furkan Korkmaz (#26, 2016): $1,465,920 

 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Room Exception: $4,328,000 

 

Combined total: $92,009,313 

Proximity to cap: $11,318,687 under 

Proximity to tax: $68,048,651 under 
 

(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 

(NB: Long’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purposes) 
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 Breakout season after a broken one prior and is likely a Euroleague player again next year, 
giving him the opportunity to prove he belongs in the NBA in a way he has yet to do. 

 
Furkan Korkmaz - 26th pick, 2016 

Got opportunities to perform when loaned in midseason to Besiktas, and showed some signs, 
albeit still somewhat one dimensional. As a spot-up shooter, he could play in the NBA tomor-
row, but the rest of the game needs work. If his buyout situation permits, he should join as 
early as possible. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 first round pick from L.A. Lakers; Philadelphia owns this pick with no protection. In a sep-

arate deal, they traded the pick to Boston, but assigning it top #1 protection, and also 6-30 
protection. If the pick falls within the protected range, Philadelphia keeps the pick and instead 
sends the most favourable of its own and Sacramento’s 2019 first round picks, themselves 
both #1 protected. Should either of the two be the #1, Boston gets the other one. 

2018 second round pick from Cleveland or Brooklyn; no protection. In separate deals, Cleve-
land traded a 2018 second round pick to Philadelphia, Brooklyn traded to Philadelphia the 
right to swap its pick with Cleveland’s, and then Brooklyn traded a 2018 second round pick to 
Charlotte. Charlotte will therefore receive the less favourable of its own and Cleveland’s, 
while Philadelphia receives the more favourable. 

2018 second round pick from L.A. Clippers or New York; no protection. Philadelphia owns the 
L.A. Clippers’ 2018 second round pick via one trade, and owns the right to swap this pick with 
New York’s via a separate deal. 

2019 first round pick from Sacramento; see “2018 first round pick from L.A. Lakers” above.  
2019 second round pick from Milwaukee or Sacramento; In one deal, Milwaukee acquired the 

right to swap 2019 second round picks with Sacramento. In a separate deal, Milwaukee 
agreed to trade whichever pick they ended up based on the outcome of the swap to Brooklyn. 
And in a third deal, Brooklyn agreed to trade that same pick, whichever it is, to Philadelphia.  

2019 second round pick from New York; no protection.  
2020 second round pick from Dallas; no protection.  
2020 second round pick from Brooklyn or New York; no protection. In separate deals, Phila-

delphia acquired New York and Brooklyn’s 2020 second round picks; in a third deal, they 
agreed to send the lesser of these two to Orlando. 

2021 second round pick from New York; no protection.  
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

None. 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Markelle Fultz (#1), Anzejs Pasecniks (#25), Jonah Bolden 
(#36), Mathias Lessort (#50) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

 

• As certain as is possible to have cap room. A lot of cap room. Up to $52,866,357, as above. 

• If/when the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-
ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax threshold), 
it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to four years 
(maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years (maximum 5% 
raises), the combined $11,484,643 combined expiring salaries of Embiid, Covington and Stauskas 
(potentially more depending on the statuses of Henderson, Simmons, Okafor, Saric, Anderson, Lu-
wawu-Cabarrot, Holmes, McConnell and Long, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the 
$13,255,375 combined unguaranteed salaries of Henderson, Long, McConnell and Holmes 
(pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed 
contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed salary 
only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). However, this ap-
plies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, count the same 
as they would have done before. 

• Splitter can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to five 
years. Rodriguez can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of his 
previous salary (i.e. $9.6 million) for up to four years. Poythress can be signed and traded to a con-
tract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. Mullens and Jenkins 
cannot be signed and traded. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the 
team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. There 
seems to be very little risk of this, though. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Poythress’s and Jenkins’s (should he return to the NBA) free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Certain veteran contracts are also 
eligible for extensions. Covington will be eligible for both. Given that he will enter unrestricted free 
agency next summer, given his worth to the team, and given that he will command far more on the 
open market than he earns now, an extension for him in the region of four years and $38 million more 
would be a fair market price for him without needing to go to the market at all. [Concurrent renegotia-
tion/extension ideal limited by Article VII Section 7 (1)(2)(i), which prevents simultaneous extension 
with large renegotiations. This extension amount is arrived at on account of extensions being allowed 
to start at 120% of the Estimated Average Player Salary.] This is not just an possibility but something 
that should definitely happen.  

• Holmes (after July 30th) and McConnell (September 22nd) will also be eligible for veteran extensions. 
Embiid and Stauskas are eligible for rookie scale extensions. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Vasilje Micic - 52nd pick, 2014 
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C, 7’0, 250lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Well, now. The talent is remarkable. The sheer speed at which he seems to have learnt everything is insane. So rarely can you visibly see a player improve from game to game. He is truly gifted. He is the LeBron 
James of centres. Except LeBron, of course, is famous for his durability. I am not a physician or a strength-and-conditioning coach and have no input worth a damn on what to do to stabilise Embiid’s career in this 
regard. But wrapping his limbs in thirteen-tog duvets, erring on the side of caution until about 2027 and then seeing where he is at seems duly appropriate.  

PF, 6’10, 240lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

An offence built around him and Fultz is an offence I want to see. Fultz, Simmons, Embiid, Saric, Holmes and Covington, with the hope that one of the trio of Stauskas, Anderson and Luwawu-Cabarrot becomes the 
new Michael Finley or something, is about as good of a platform as any team can have without having drafted a LeBron or Durant type. Health permitting, of course. And Simmons’s health as well. 

SF, 6’9, 215lbs, 26 years old, 4 years of experience 

A steady, reliable shooter and defender with NBA Size, NBA skills and NBA reflexes. The two-season decline in three-point shooting percentage (down to 33.3%) and shooting under 40% from the field in each of his 
three full NBA seasons can be offset by the facts that the three-point shooting is coming on decent volume, and that as a fifth-option role player, he will reap the benefits of the improved quality of the options around 
him as much as anyone. It is possible to prevent Covington hitting free agency (see salary breakdowns on previous pages). It is hereby strongly recommended. 

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

The year on year improvements are very marginal. Stauskas is shooting the three-pointer well, and the catch-and-shoot look especially, but the pull-up three shooting is far worse, and there is little else to the game. 
Not handling it much, nor handling it reliably, nor defending his position well, nor driving close-outs efficiently. The catch-and-shoot three will keep him around, especially on a team committed to the three-point line 
without having many shooters. But Stauskas still has not really blossomed, and given a couple more years of this, maybe he never will. 

PG, 6’3, 176lbs, 31 years old, 5 years of experience 
His NBA redux felt like a case of wrong team, wrong time. Injuries didn’t help, yet as a man who ascended to the top of the Euroleague through a strong understand of the pick-and-roll game, along with a creativity 
and steadiness to his floor game and a love of transition, Rodriguez needs to be on the ball, pushing it, taking screens and making defences shift.  Not overdribbling, going nowhere, having little movement around 
him, watching Okafor try to do his thing (the pair had an enormous net -19.6 as a two-man unit in 486 minutes; compare with that of Holmes, an actual pick-and-roll player, whose field goal percentage jumped 12 
points with Rodriguez finding him) and having few shooters to kick to. Rodriguez can play in the NBA today, an improved player since his Portland days who no longer struggles from the three-point line. But the 
2016/17 Sixers were not the team to maximize that. Next year’s? Maybe. But he might have gone back to Spain by then. And with Fultz coming in, there’s no place for him either. 
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C, 6’11, 275lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

The odd man out, has been since day one, and is not making the adjustments to win his place in the future. Regressed statistically from a rookie season that was already more favourable statistically than it was in 
reality; shot the ball less, rebounded it less, turned it over more, and exerted no significantly better defensive energy, if at all. On the trade market, Okafor would be younger and cheaper than, say, Enes Kanter as a 
we-need-a-big-off-the-bench-to-focus-our-second-unit-offence-around-because-we-saw-Greg-Monroe-do-it-so-well-last-year type of player, but youth is not synonymous with potential. To still have relevant potential, 
Okafor needs to be actively seen to improve, both his skills and his effort. If he doesn’t want it, he soon won’t have it. 

PF, 6’10, 223lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

None of it is quite there yet, but the rookie season showed an awful lot of potential. As a total body of work, Saric rebounded fairly well yet shot inefficiently and threw away a lot of passes, yet if only games after the 
All-Star break are viewed, he really put it together, a driving big with stretch potential (and 106 made rookie threes), with passing vision, a high IQ, unselfishness and some stand-out defensive plays with his good 
athleticism. (There is an oddly large increase in his splits on the second half of back-to-back games that is probably a statistical anomaly but is mentioned here anyway.) A Simmons/Embiid/Saric/Holmes front court 
is all a team needs to progress with. It has something for everyone and all areas covered. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 228lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

Potential still outweighs results, but there has been some improvement to be found. Anderson is improving as a shot-maker from all areas, although the form does not inspire much hope that It will become the stroke 
of a high volume decent efficiency shooter. And while the man to man defensive potential is also there, the moments are fleeting rather than regular due to missed assignments. More Rodney Carney than Eddie 
Jones at this point, Anderson is worthy of development still, at least part of the motivation for which will surely be the need to get a significant player for Noel. 

SG, 6’5, 215lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

A career best three-point shooting season in terms of both rate and efficiency, yet neither is high. Flanked it with career lows in usage rate and rebounds. Henderson is plenty solid but plenty unremarkable, a some-
time slasher and sometime spot-up shooter with average defence and a reasonably reliable hand at fill-in handling and playmaking. He also though has an unguaranteed $9 million contract and hip arthritis. So he 
will surely be waived. 

PG, 6’3, 200lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

Got injured three games into the season and missed the final 79. The injury gave McConnell a chance to thrive, which he did, but when Bayless returns, and with Fultz in the picture, there becomes a bit of a sticky 
situation. A healthy Bayless playing well is on a tradeable contract and a player worth keeping as well, but it is not for nothing that he has missed a considerable part of three out of the last six seasons.  
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C, 6’11, 245lbs, 32 years old, 7 years of experience 

Managed to hit the only two three-pointers of his NBA career in the 76 lonely minutes he played as a Sixer, with a three-point rate of .194 when before it had never been above .013 (that rate being a result of the two 
three-pointers he shot in 2015-16, one of which was a heave). Meaningful? No, not unless he keeps doing it. But it would not be a bad way of reviving a career that due to injury has become dormant. There is no 
reason to bring Splitter back to the Sixers and he may have to drop to the minimum salary this summer. 

PF/C, 6’10, 245lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

An underappreciated draft steal, Holmes has taken a lot of athletic potential and a limited collection of skills and applied them precisely in the way he should; by throwing himself at the rim in transition or when rolling, 
boarding, trying to block everything, using his spring and athleticism, and sometimes getting touches down on the block. Holmes even added a pick-and-pop three this season, and while the results are 35% shooting 
on wide open attempts, it’s a decent start. With the fouls down, efficiency up and rebounding way up, Holmes proved himself a rotation centre this past season. Pretty much the opposite of Okafor, and that’s to his 
credit. 

SF, 6’7, 238lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

More of an injury call-up (or affiliate reward call-up) than anything, Poythress nevertheless did show in the D-League season that he had his health back, and with that back, he has his prospects back again. He shot 
well from outside, albeit on a low volume, and showed himself to be a versatile defender at levels beyond the college one, when driven. Probably just about on the outside looking in, but pretty close.  

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

Started out looking like the project he was billed as being, yet received starters minutes for the month and showed some signs. Recorded 50-161 shooting from three, 93-181 from inside 10 feet, and 2-28 from every-
thing in between. So the shot selection bodes well. Quite a long way from being the three-and-D role player he projects to being, yet his athleticism, pro scoring instincts and energy were on show down the stretch 
and all also bode well. Far too many mistakes currently, and needs some strength and security of handle, but those are usual player development concerns in the raw. 

PG, 6’2, 200lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Getting it done as a ‘traditional’ point guard, with a 37.4% career assist percentage, a 3.3:1 assist/turnover ratio and an immeasurable amount of hustle. A 0.0 VORP in a minimum salary backup is a pretty good 
result. McConnell’s slight lack of size and speed, plus his more significant individual offensive deficiencies, make him a fairly marginal talent. But in playing hard and knowing what to do with it, McConnell has carved 
himself out a place in an NBA rotation, and, potentially, even some trade value. He shouldn’t be a starter, but he isn’t going to a deep bench role, either. 
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PF, 6’9, 255lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

His 234 NBA minutes went about as well as they could, with plenty of boards, plenty of points, decent enough efficiency, and stretch intent if not results. There were plenty of fouls and clattering into people along the 
way, but the fouls are an acceptable by-product of aggression, and while Long may be a marginal NBA talent at this point, he is an NBA talent.  Some more skills development, quite a lot of defensive development 
and an improved understanding of what he should do versus what he shouldn’t do will make for quite the player. 
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Building Blocks 
 Ben Simmons: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Obviously things are off to a 

pretty slow start, but the commitment to him should remain. 

 Joel Embiid: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Extension eligible, but needlessly 

risky with unproven health. Obviously two and a half years of the Embiid experience have 

not gone well, but the half that did….my God. With this in mind, keep until a limb falls off. 

Even then, it’s probably OK if it’s his left arm. Doesn’t need that one. 

  

Good Pieces 
 Richaun Holmes: Two years at the minimum salary remaining, one unguaranteed, one as a 

team option. Really good at what he does. Keep as a very cheap back-up playing way 

above his price tag. 

 Robert Covington: One year at the minimum salary remaining. See salaries pages for what 

to do next. 

 Dario Saric: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Long term fit with Simmons and 

Embiid not obvious, but the talent is, so keep, evaluate, establish, and figure it out later. 
  

Decent Pieces 
 Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Has showed 

enough to intrigue, if not commit. Keep and develop. 

 T.J. McConnell: Two years of minimum salary remaining, the second year of which is a 

team option. As was just the case with Covington, declining it would mean restricted free 

agency; exercising it would mean unrestricted. No reason to get cute, though. Exercise and 

have the decent backup for the cheapest possible price. 

 Justin Anderson: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep as a backup with pos-

sible eye on starting down the road. 

 Nik Stauskas: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Extension eligible, but hasn’t 

earned it. Stauskas plays the one position on the roster without a cemented long-term piece, 

and should get the opportunities to make it his. But he hasn’t done so yet, and Luwawu-

Cabarrot is right there. 

Trade Chips 

 Jahlil Okafor: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. It is plainly never going to 

work here, and nor will the value increase with Simmons and Embiid’s returns. So this 

is probably the summer to move him, even if it means losing the assets side of the 

trade.  
 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Jerryd Bayless: Two years and a combined $17,575,916 remaining. Obviously en-

joyed no returns on his first year, but good be useful alongside Fultz next year.  

 Gerald Henderson: Unguaranteed $9 million contract for 2017/18. His play has not 

merited that much money, and although there is not much else to do with the money at 

the present time, selective aggression in picking up unwanted contracts elsewhere 

along with pacifying assets throughout the season can still be the approach, just as it 

has been prior, until such time as the core needs paying.  

 Sergio Rodriguez: Expiring $8 million salary. Although he could be of some help to 

both the team and Fultz, even after a relatively poor year prior, McConnell with lash-

ings of Bayless can handle the spot. Probably best served going back to Real.  
 

Fringe 

 Shawn Long: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. It is plainly never going to 

work here, and nor will the value increase with Simmons and Embiid’s returns. So this 

is probably the summer to move him, even if it means losing the assets side of the 

trade.  

 Alex Poythress: Expiring prorated minimum salary contract. There will be no bidding 

war on another one. A camp invite would suffice. 

 Tiago Splitter: Expiring $8.55 million contract, and although he can get a minimum 

salary contract somewhere now that he is healthy again, it should be in Golden State 

or San Antonio or somewhere, not here. 
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TBC 
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Record: 24-58 

Offensive rebounding rate: .261% (6th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .764 (15th) 
Total rebounding rate: .505% (tied 9th)  

 

Offensive eFG%: .493 (26th)   
Defensive eFG%: .525 (25th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.4% (25th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.1% (13th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .231 (4th) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .264 (30th)  

Points per game: 107.7 (9th) 
Opponents ppg: 113.3 (30th) 
Pace: 100.3 (2nd) 
 

Offensive Rating: 106.6 (22nd)  
Defensive Rating: 112.2 (28th) 

Average age: 25.5 (27th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.5 years 

Three-point shooting: 33.2% (27th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 38.2% (30th) 

Head Coach: Earl Watson 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Eric Bledsoe $14,000,000 $14,500,000 $15,000,000   $43,500,000 66 20.6 33.0 21.1 4.0 1.4 3.7 -0.4 3.3 .563 28.1 

Brandon Knight $12,606,250 $13,618,750 $14,631,250 $15,643,750  $56,500,000 54 12.3 21.1 11.0 0.1 0.2 -1.5 -3.0 -4.5 .502 25.0 

Tyson Chandler $12,415,000 $13,000,000 $13,585,000   $39,000,000 47 16.6 27.6 8.4 2.7 1.3 -0.7 0.3 -0.4 .703 11.3 

Jared Dudley $10,470,000 $10,000,000 $9,530,000   $30,000,000 64 10.6 21.3 6.8 1.1 0.7 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 .579 13.7 

Jared Sullinger * $5,628,000     $5,628,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Alex Len $4,823,621 $4,187,598    $4,823,621 77 15.0 20.3 8.0 1.2 1.7 -3.0 1.2 -1.8 .553 17.6 

Dragan Bender $4,276,320 $4,468,800 $4,661,280 $5,896,519 $7,777,509 $19,302,919 43 5.3 13.3 3.4 -0.7 0.3 -4.0 -0.3 -4.3 .440 14.4 

Leandro Barbosa $4,000,000 $4,000,000    $8,000,000 67 11.5 14.4 6.3 0.3 0.4 -2.0 -2.1 -4.1 .509 20.0 

Mike Scott * $3,333,334     $3,333,334 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Marquese Chriss $2,941,440 $3,073,800 $3,206,160 $4,078,236 $5,497,461 $13,299,636 82 12.3 21.3 9.2 0.3 1.5 -1.6 0.0 -1.6 .529 19.7 

Devin Booker $2,223,600 $2,319,360 $3,314,365 $4,583,767  $7,857,325 78 14.6 35.0 22.1 1.4 0.6 0.4 -2.7 -2.3 .531 28.6 

T.J. Warren $2,128,920 $3,152,931 $4,385,727   $5,281,851 66 15.6 31.0 14.4 3.0 1.1 0.2 -0.5 -0.3 .539 19.2 

Archie Goodwin * $2,094,089     $2,094,089 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tyler Ulis $918,369 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,452,666 61 13.0 18.4 7.3 0.3 0.4 -1.4 -2.5 -4.0 .474 20.3 

Alan Williams $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 47 19.5 15.1 7.4 1.1 0.9 -1.8 0.2 -1.7 .547 20.9 

Michael Beasley * $676,263     $676,263 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Derrick Jones $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,077,768 32 12.0 17.0 5.3 0.9 0.2 -0.5 -0.5 -1.1 .604 11.7 

John Jenkins * $469,841     $469,841 4 17.3 3.3 1.8 0.0 0.0 1.4 -5.5 -4.1 .595 18.9 

Ronnie Price $276,828     $276,828 14 5.9 9.6 1.0 -0.1 0.1 -3.2 0.8 -2.4 .272 9.0 

Elijah Millsap $86,500 $1,524,305    $1,610,805 2 -3.4 11.5 1.5 -0.1 0.0 -9.9 -3.3 -13.2 .190 18.0 

Jarell Eddie * $57,672     $57,672 5 9.7 12.4 4.8 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -5.9 -7.3 .523 16.2 

Jarell Eddie* $57,672     $57,672 5 9.7 12.4 4.8 0.1 0.0 -1.5 -5.9 -7.3 .523 16.2 

Ronnie Price * $57,672     $57,672 14 5.9 9.6 1.0 -0.1 0.1 -3.2 0.8 -2.4 .272 9.0 

Ronnie Price * $57,672     $57,672 14 5.9 9.6 1.0 -0.1 0.1 -3.2 0.8 -2.4 .272 9.0 

Total Salaries: $85,017,170 $72,283,168 $67,017,957 $28,971,975 $0 $253,290,270            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  

SUNS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1354
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1737
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=50
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=851
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1608
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2013
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3022
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=313
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1858
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3023
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2664
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2233
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1905
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2748
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2586
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=962
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3077
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1702
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=343
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1552
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2529
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2529
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=343
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=343


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Eric Bledsoe $14,000,000 $14,500,000 $15,000,000   $43,500,000 66 20.6 33.0 21.1 4.0 1.4 3.7 -0.4 3.3 .563 28.1 

Tyler Ulis $918,369 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,452,666 61 13.0 18.4 7.3 0.3 0.4 -1.4 -2.5 -4.0 .474 20.3 

Ronnie Price $276,828     $276,828 14 5.9 9.6 1.0 -0.1 0.1 -3.2 0.8 -2.4 .272 9.0 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Devin Booker $2,223,600 $2,319,360 $3,314,365 $4,583,767  $7,857,325 78 14.6 35.0 22.1 1.4 0.6 0.4 -2.7 -2.3 .531 28.6 

Brandon Knight $12,606,250 $13,618,750 $14,631,250 $15,643,750  $56,500,000 54 12.3 21.1 11.0 0.1 0.2 -1.5 -3.0 -4.5 .502 25.0 

Leandro Barbosa $4,000,000 $4,000,000    $8,000,000 67 11.5 14.4 6.3 0.3 0.4 -2.0 -2.1 -4.1 .509 20.0 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

T.J. Warren $2,128,920 $3,152,931 $4,385,727   $5,281,851 66 15.6 31.0 14.4 3.0 1.1 0.2 -0.5 -0.3 .539 19.2 

Jared Dudley $10,470,000 $10,000,000 $9,530,000   $30,000,000 64 10.6 21.3 6.8 1.1 0.7 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 .579 13.7 

Elijah Millsap $86,500 $1,524,305    $1,610,805 2 -3.4 11.5 1.5 -0.1 0.0 -9.9 -3.3 -13.2 .190 18.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Marquese Chriss $2,941,440 $3,073,800 $3,206,160 $4,078,236 $5,497,461 $13,299,636 82 12.3 21.3 9.2 0.3 1.5 -1.6 0.0 -1.6 .529 19.7 

Dragan Bender $4,276,320 $4,468,800 $4,661,280 $5,896,519 $7,777,509 $19,302,919 43 5.3 13.3 3.4 -0.7 0.3 -4.0 -0.3 -4.3 .440 14.4 

Derrick Jones $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,676,735  $5,077,768 32 12.0 17.0 5.3 0.9 0.2 -0.5 -0.5 -1.1 .604 11.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Tyson Chandler $12,415,000 $13,000,000 $13,585,000   $39,000,000 47 16.6 27.6 8.4 2.7 1.3 -0.7 0.3 -0.4 .703 11.3 

Alex Len $4,823,621 $4,187,598    $4,823,621 77 15.0 20.3 8.0 1.2 1.7 -3.0 1.2 -1.8 .553 17.6 

Alan Williams $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 47 19.5 15.1 7.4 1.1 0.9 -1.8 0.2 -1.7 .547 20.9 
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Contract notes: 
 
Leandro Barbosa: Only $500,000 of $4 million guaranteed until 
July 3rd, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched, thus 
counts as $166,667 on the 2017/18 cap number. 
Derrick Jones: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Elijah Millsap: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until September 
January 10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $65,612,919 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced.  
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
Josh Jackson (#4 pick): $5,090,040 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room Exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $76,662,189 

Max cap room:  $26,665,811 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Elijah Millsap: Cannot be traded until July 9th. 

 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 

Combined total: $85,017,170 

Proximity to cap: $9,125,830 under 

Proximity to tax: $27,727,075 under 

 
(NB: Jones’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes; Wil-
liams’s $874,636 counts as $980,431) 

Contract notes: 

 
Leandro Barbosa: Only $500,000 of $4 million guaranteed until 
July 3rd, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Derrick Jones: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Elijah Millsap: Fully unguaranteed $1,524,305 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $72,283,168 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Alex Len: $12,059,053 
Alan Williams: $1,671,382 (QO: $1,471,382 if no QO offered) 
Ronnie Price: $1,471,382 
Josh Jackson (#4 pick): $5,090,040 

 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $104,271,025 

Proximity to cap: $5,271,025 over 

Proximity to tax: $46,558,061 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: Jones’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Ron Ellis - 49th pick, 1992 
Very long since retired. 

 

Milos Vujanic - 36th pick, 2002 
Long since retired. 

 

Cenk Akyol - 59th pick, 2005 
Never developed his game beyond becoming a shooting specialist, and while this is useful in 
his homeland, he is not close to being an NBA calibre one. 

 

Dwayne Collins - 60th pick, 2010 
Injured months after being drafted and, workouts and one summer league stint excepted, nev-
er came back. Surely now won’t. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 first round pick from Miami; top 7 protected in 2018 and unprotected in 2019. 

2018 second round pick from Toronto; no protection 

2021 first round pick from Miami; no protection.  

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

None. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: Josh Jackson (#4), Davon Reed (#32), Alec Peters (#54) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 
 

• Very likely to have cap room. A lot of cap room. Up to $26,665,811, as above. They can still 
have cap room after (or, if he is re-signed after a renouncement, before) re-signing Len. 

• If/when the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap 
room exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the $3,152,931 expiring salary of Warren (potentially more de-
pending on the statuses of Bender, Barbosa, Chriss, Booker, Ulis, Jones and Millsap, all with 
unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $6,836,916 combined unguaranteed salaries of 
Barbosa, Millsap and Jones (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to 
sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Len can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to five 
years. Williams can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the average 
salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Price can be signed and traded to a contract starting at 
a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-
and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 
There seems to be very little risk of this, though. 

 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Williams’s free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Bledsoe is eligible for this af-
ter September 24th. 

• Bledsoe will also be eligible for a veteran extension after that date, and Chandler will be eligible 
for one after July 9th. Warren is eligible for a rookie scale extension. 
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C, 7’1, 240lbs, 34 years old, 16 years of experience 

Somewhat ageless, and still a ridiculously good rebounder. Indeed, his rebounding percentage this season (22.7%) was actually his career best, while his true shooting percentage of .703% was second best. The 
upside of shutting him down so early, other than the obvious tanking benefits, is that it will keep him relatively fresh. And while he can both contribute in the short term and be a decent yardstick for the developments 
of Chriss and Bender, he is probably worth dealing as soon as possible, because he is still good and will thus still be wanted by the top half of the league. 

PF, 6’10, 233lbs, 19 years old, 1 year of experience 

Played all 82 games and had 75 starts, so certainly given his opportunities as a rookie. The team stuck with him after a very slow start, which paid off with a very strong finish. Chriss committed an enormous amount 
of fouls, which tempered his overall production, but in between whistles he was an athletic, aggressive, highlight-reel player who showed both stretch and defensive potential.. Chriss has already proven that if he is 
able to catch the ball on the move, it might not end well for whoever challenges him. He is also already a threat in the pick-and-roll and transition games. If he can further hone the jump shot, his offence will be good, 
while if he can maximise his potential both defending around the basket and out on perimeter traps - at which he has both the speed and the confidence - then his defence could be really good.  

SF/PF, 6’8, 230lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

A quite unique player; unathletic and without much three-point range, stuck between positions, unable to hit shots from the corner or the wing, and without either the explosion or the length to readily mask it, Warren 
is nevertheless an NBA scorer. His mid-range game is quite strong, his .746% finishing at the rim on 236 attempts extremely strong, and his ability to drive slowly through seams and get open off the ball are valua-
ble. Yet Warren will make it in this league as a scorer, and being a non-three-point shooting scorer is hard. His form does not inspire confidence that he will ever add this aspect. Warren, then, may only be a career 
backup. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 206lbs, 20 years old, 2 years of experience 

Got good quickly. Booker was the main beneficiary of the team’s overall struggles in the sense that he was willing and encouraged to take a lot of shots, which resulted in a lot of points, albeit on a .531% true shoot-
ing percentage. As the season went along, he showed more and more of an ability to manipulate this role into making plays for others out of the pick-and-roll, becoming “the man” at the mere age of 20. There’s work 
to do, on his handles and his defence, on his three-point range, and sometimes on his shot selection. But Booker is an elite scorer, currently by volume, and soon to be by efficiency as well. 

PG, 6’1, 190lbs, 27 years old, 7 years of experience 

Something of a forgotten man league-wide, Bledsoe just posted the best season of his career, and every other team in the league should have been rung and told about that at least a couple of times by now. 
Bledsoe is making small but measurable improvements in his own scoring (drawing far more fouls this season and upping his three-point volume, albeit on mediocre efficiency) and in making plays for team-mates 
out of pick-and-roll action. Most importantly, for both his trade value and his use as a Sun going forward, he stayed healthy. 
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C, 7’1, 260lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

Improvements across the board. Marginal improvements, sometimes very marginal improvements, but improvements nonetheless. Rebounding rate went up, block percentage went up, turnovers came down, true 
shooting percentage a career high. Still cannot consistently make a mid-range jump shot, and still tries, but maybe that part will come. His ability to make shots around the basket that aren’t dunks did improve, show-
ing more poise and strength than before. And his size was no less imposing around the rim even if he is not the greatest rim protector with it. Len is a fairly traditional centre, and a fairly solid one, if a fairly unremark-
able one. He would be a good back-up, although it is impossible to deny that Williams has outplayed him. 

PF/C, 7’1, 225lbs, 19 years old, 1 year of experience 

Painfully raw at this point, and did not even have that much in the way of flashes as a rookie. He was brought in knowing it would take time, and his first season confirmed that. The physical profile intrigues, hugely, 
but the skills are undeveloped, and the awareness even less so. Bender just sort of flopped around the court, normally around the perimeter, putting up shots from outside with an ugly form, missing them, avoiding 
the foul line on offence, while grabbing too much on defence. And then he got injured. Projectable, very projectable, especially defensively where he looked less unsteady, but a very slow start to his NBA career thus 
far. 

SF/PF, 6’7, 225lbs, 31 years old, 10 years of experience 

Shot well and had his best rebounding mark for seven years, and defended the pick-and-roll well. Threw the ball away a fair amount yet played his otherwise steady, heady game, as was expected and required. 
Dudley’s salary declines throughout its life and expires in 2019, by which time many other new contracts (including Booker’s) will be due to start, which is both useful and deliberate. And if he is not moved to a con-
tending team by that time, he will be worth keeping around for that time frame regardless. 

PG/SG, 6’3, 189lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experience 

Not a good season in which he lost his starting role, played far fewer minutes than last season, shot poorly and then got shut down early. He is surplus to requirements, particularly with Josh Jackson coming in on 
the wing, yet his large contract will make him very difficult to move, especially with his diminishing returns on the court. If Knight has to fight Barbosa for the Barbosa-esque role next season, that would be quite a 
sunk cost - get him back in the rotation instead, redeem enough value to at least make him movable (if not movable for quality), and take the smaller L. 

PG, 5’10, 150lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Sported a near 3:1 assist to turnover ratio as a rookie, which is rare and very valuable. 444 points on 437 points speaks to the difficulties Ulis had as a scorer and will likely always have given his size, and he will 
perhaps need to shoot less often going forward. Even if he doesn’t, though, he is a sparkplug guard with great defensive energy, capable of big moments and big shots, and of being a great irritant defensively, who 
carries forth a lot of momentum after an excellent end to the season. 
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PF/C, 6’8, 260lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Very good at what he does. A pure rebounder and interior player who makes up for being undersized and unathletic by NBA standards with positioning, guile and effort. A post target if not a focal point, a finisher if 
not a creator, an excellent offensive rebounder and a decent rim protector considering his lack of leap. Never going to be “the future”, but should be good for many years yet. 

SF, 6’7, 190lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

As athletic as it is possible to be, Jones had a good late-season run as a one-man fast break. His physical tools far exceed his ball skills, but that’s OK, as long as he plays accordingly; leaking out, going to the glass, 
tipping the ball, running, cutting, being aggressive going to the rim, hustling and recovering on defence. Which he pretty much did. Must work on the catch-and-shoot game, one-on-one defence and rebounding de-
sire to achieve what is a decent amount of potential for an undrafted player. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 225lbs, 29 years old, 3 years of experience 

Reading nothing into his 23 minutes of NBA action this year, Millsap spent another season in the D-League and once again excelled defensively, with great instincts and enough mobility to follow through on them. 
Despite this, however, he is about to turn 30 and still lacks for an average NBA offensive skill. As much as the team needs defence, they need it in the form of two-way players within the rotation, which Millsap will 
likely never be. Still, as 14th men go, he is the rare defensive wing specialist and will accordingly remain on the cusp of the NBA for a while longer yet. 

PG/SG, 6’3, 194lbs, 34 years old, 14 years of experience 

Shot a true shooting percentage of .509, the third lowest of his career, while also shooting the third lowest three point attempt rate of his career at .250%. Doesn’t pressure the ball handler nor contest well, and surely 
never will at this point, so offence will be the calling card. There are still some good scoring nights left in the tank, though, which might be better served on a contending team. Unless he really wants to stay here, of 
course, and impart some wisdom in his twilight years. 

PG, 6’2, 190lbs, 34 years old, 12 years of experience 

Had as many fouls as points, and his offence has eroded to the point of being non-existent. He now almost exclusively takes three-pointers, and that is not something he has ever been good at. Defensively, Price 
was given (and seemed to embrace) the sparkplug role, though this did mean plenty of gambling. A marginal NBA talent at this point due to how minimal the offensive contributions are, although the defensive effort 
may carry him along for a bit further yet. 
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Building Blocks 

 Devin Booker: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep and ensure the financial 
picture accounts for might wind up being a big extension. 

 Eric Bledsoe: Two years and a combined $29.5 million salary remaining. The pairing with 
Booker seems to work well, and he seems to not have suffered too much (offensively at 
least) from continued knee injuries, so keep in the short term with an eye to a value consoli-
dation trade. 

 Marquese Chriss: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep, develop and enjoy. 
 

Decent Pieces 

 Dragan Bender: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. He needs to be good, but 
there is a long way to go until he is, so keep him and intensely develop both his skills and 
his body. 

 T.J. Warren: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Eligible for an extension this sum-
mer, but very hard to gauge an amount that he would be worthy of, and best to wait until the 
summer plays out before re-evaluating in October. 

 Tyler Ulis: Three years of minimum salary remaining, with the 2017/18 salary guaranteed. 
Keep and play, for he has earned it. 

 Alan Williams: Entering restricted free agency. Can be re-signed for up to circa $8.8 million 
without requiring cap space or an exception, but by virtue of being signed for the minimum 
salary prior, his cap hold will be tiny. Therefore, if there is mutual interest to re-sign him - 
which there should be - encourage him to hold off until after any other cap space machina-
tions play out, then re-sign afterwards, so as to not lose cap space. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Jared Dudley: Two years and a combined $19,530,000 remaining. He need not be dealt, 
but depending on offers, it may become the right move. 

 Tyson Chandler: Two years and a combined $26,585,000 remaining. Still good, but the de-
fensive decline has begun, so try and cash in before it goes too far. 

 

 

Uncertain 

 Brandon Knight: Three years and circa $44 million remaining, with no options. Con-

sidering he is being pushed out of a spot on this time, it would be nice to get some-

thing for him. But considering that cost, it is not likely. Without knowing the trade mar-

ket for him, I imagine there pretty much isn’t one and he returns with the hope of re-

building his value.  

 Alex Len: Entering restricted free agency. He is an NBA calibre centre, but probably 

only ever as a backup or peaking as a Mason Plumlee type. Try to re-sign him, but if a 

big amount comes in, he might have to be let go.  

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Leandro Barbosa: $4 million salary for 2017/18 with only $500,000 guaranteed. He 

would be worthy enough of that fairly small amount of money, especially if free agency 

aspirations do not come to much. However, in light of the need to do something with 

Knight and/or get something for him, Barbosa’s role when everyone is healthy is less 

obvious. 

 Derrick Jones: Unguaranteed minimum salary, with three years to run. The contract 

has no guarantee date, keeping Jones until the end of the preseason for no cap cost if 

required, a good amount of time for him to show if he is worth a spot. He probably will 

be, and hopefully the incentive of the contract being only unguaranteed keeps him 

hungry and working hard. 

 

Fringe 

 Ronnie Price: Expiring minimum salary and probably not worth another one. 

 Elijah Millsap: Unguaranteed minimum salary, final year. The contract has no guaran-

tee date, keeping Millsap until the end of the preseason for no cap cost if required, a 

good amount of time for him to show if he is worth a spot. 
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Record: 41-41 (eighth seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .230% (17th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .768 (11th) 

Total rebounding rate: .498% (18th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .520 (11th)   
Defensive eFG%: .508 (11th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.5% (13th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 11.6% (27th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .214 (14th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .241 (28th)  

Points per game: 107.9 (8th) 
Opponents ppg: 108.5 (25th) 
Pace: 96.7 (14th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 110.3 (11th)  
Defensive Rating: 110.8 (24th) 

Average age: 24.7 (29th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.1 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.5% (6th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 37.0% (27th) 

Head Coach: Terry Stotts 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Damian Lillard $24,328,425 $26,153,057 $27,977,689 $29,802,321 $31,626,953 $139,888,445 75 24.1 35.9 27.0 8.8 1.5 6.4 -2.0 4.3 .586 31.5 

Allen Crabbe $18,500,000 $19,332,500 $18,500,000 $18,500,000  $74,832,500 79 11.6 28.5 10.7 3.1 1.0 0.3 -1.4 -1.1 .602 14.9 

Evan Turner $16,393,443 $17,131,148 $17,868,853 $18,606,556  $70,000,000 65 11.4 25.5 9.0 0.0 1.2 -2.5 -0.1 -2.6 .491 18.5 

Meyers Leonard $9,213,484 $9,904,495 $10,595,506 $11,286,515  $41,000,000 74 8.9 16.5 5.4 0.5 0.8 -2.1 -1.3 -3.4 .507 15.5 

Maurice Harkless $8,988,765 $9,662,922 $10,337,079 $11,011,234  $40,000,000 77 13.2 28.9 10.0 2.4 1.9 0.0 0.8 0.8 .570 15.1 

Al-Farouq Aminu $7,680,965 $7,319,035 $6,957,105   $21,957,105 61 11.3 29.1 8.7 -0.1 2.0 -2.3 1.2 -1.1 .506 15.4 

Festus Ezeli $7,400,000 $7,733,000    $15,133,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ed Davis $6,666,667 $6,352,531    $13,019,198 46 11.5 17.2 4.3 1.0 0.7 -2.2 0.2 -2.0 .563 12.0 

C.J. McCollum $3,219,579 $23,962,573 $25,759,766 $27,556,959 $29,354,152 $109,853,029 80 19.9 35.0 23.0 6.2 1.4 3.3 -2.2 1.0 .585 27.5 

Noah Vonleh $2,751,360 $3,505,233 $4,749,591   $6,256,593 74 10.8 17.1 4.4 0.6 1.2 -3.5 -0.3 -3.9 .525 13.1 

Anderson Varejao * $1,984,005 $1,984,005 $1,984,005 $1,984,005 $1,984,005 $9,920,025 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jusuf Nurkic $1,921,320 $2,947,305 $4,140,964   $4,868,625 20 21.1 29.2 15.2 0.4 1.0 -1.1 3.8 2.7 .545 25.7 

Shabazz Napier $1,350,120 $2,361,360 $3,452,308   $3,711,480 53 13.6 9.7 4.1 0.1 0.5 -0.9 -1.3 -2.2 .533 21.2 

Pat Connaughton $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 39 11.8 8.1 2.5 0.4 0.2 -0.9 -1.6 -2.5 .645 13.0 

Jake Layman $600,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,457,562 35 4.9 7.1 2.2 -0.4 0.1 -4.7 -2.7 -7.4 .404 19.0 

Tim Quarterman $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 16 10.2 5.0 1.9 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 -0.8 -4.8 .511 22.8 

Total Salaries: $112,416,240 $142,445,768 $121,524,954 $118,747,590 $62,965,110 $558,099,662            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Damian Lillard $24,328,425 $26,153,057 $27,977,689 $29,802,321 $31,626,953 $139,888,445 75 24.1 35.9 27.0 8.8 1.5 6.4 -2.0 4.3 .586 31.5 

Shabazz Napier $1,350,120 $2,361,360 $3,452,308   $3,711,480 53 13.6 9.7 4.1 0.1 0.5 -0.9 -1.3 -2.2 .533 21.2 

Tim Quarterman $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 16 10.2 5.0 1.9 -0.1 0.1 -4.0 -0.8 -4.8 .511 22.8 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

C.J. McCollum $3,219,579 $23,962,573 $25,759,766 $27,556,959 $29,354,152 $109,853,029 80 19.9 35.0 23.0 6.2 1.4 3.3 -2.2 1.0 .585 27.5 

Allen Crabbe $18,500,000 $19,332,500 $18,500,000 $18,500,000  $74,832,500 79 11.6 28.5 10.7 3.1 1.0 0.3 -1.4 -1.1 .602 14.9 

Pat Connaughton $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 39 11.8 8.1 2.5 0.4 0.2 -0.9 -1.6 -2.5 .645 13.0 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Maurice Harkless $8,988,765 $9,662,922 $10,337,079 $11,011,234  $40,000,000 77 13.2 28.9 10.0 2.4 1.9 0.0 0.8 0.8 .570 15.1 

Evan Turner $16,393,443 $17,131,148 $17,868,853 $18,606,556  $70,000,000 65 11.4 25.5 9.0 0.0 1.2 -2.5 -0.1 -2.6 .491 18.5 

Jake Layman $600,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,457,562 35 4.9 7.1 2.2 -0.4 0.1 -4.7 -2.7 -7.4 .404 19.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Noah Vonleh $2,751,360 $3,505,233 $4,749,591   $6,256,593 74 10.8 17.1 4.4 0.6 1.2 -3.5 -0.3 -3.9 .525 13.1 

Al-Farouq Aminu $7,680,965 $7,319,035 $6,957,105   $21,957,105 61 11.3 29.1 8.7 -0.1 2.0 -2.3 1.2 -1.1 .506 15.4 

Ed Davis $6,666,667 $6,352,531    $13,019,198 46 11.5 17.2 4.3 1.0 0.7 -2.2 0.2 -2.0 .563 12.0 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jusuf Nurkic $1,921,320 $2,947,305 $4,140,964   $4,868,625 20 21.1 29.2 15.2 0.4 1.0 -1.1 3.8 2.7 .545 25.7 

Meyers Leonard $9,213,484 $9,904,495 $10,595,506 $11,286,515  $41,000,000 74 8.9 16.5 5.4 0.5 0.8 -2.1 -1.3 -3.4 .507 15.5 

Festus Ezeli $7,400,000 $7,733,000    $15,133,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Contract notes: 
 
Festus Ezeli: Only $1 million of $7,733,000 guaranteed until June 
30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived and stretched, thus 
counts as $333,333 on the 2017/18 cap number. 
Tim Quarterman: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Pat Connaughton: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 25th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Allen Crabbe: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $132,262,108 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
Zach Collins (#10 pick): $3,057,240 
Caleb Swanigan (#26 pick): $1,465,920 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade exception: $407,210 (expires February 13th 2018) 
Taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $5,129,000 

  
 

Combined total: $142,321,478 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for. Excep-
tions not hereby renounced in the above hypothetical because 
there would be no cap room anyway.) 

Contract notes: 
 
C.J. McCollum: due to the fact he signed a rookie scale contract 
extension, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the exten-
sion starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the aver-
age of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well 
as all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would 
still be the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would 
be $3,219,579, whereas his incoming salary would be $21,970,606. 
 
Allen Crabbe: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
Jusuf Nurkic: Cannot be traded to Denver until after the moratori-
oum 
Shabazz Napier: Cannot be traded to Orlando until after the morato-
rioum 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade exception: $407,210 (expires February 13th 2018) 
 
 

Combined total: $112,823,450 

Proximity to cap: $18,680,450 over 

Proximity to tax: $433,800 under 
 

(NB: Quarterman’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes) 

Contract notes: 

 
Festus Ezeli: Only $1 million of $7,733,000 guaranteed until June 
30th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Tim Quarterman: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until January 
10th, thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Pat Connaughton: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until July 25th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Allen Crabbe: Has a 15% trade kicker. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $142,445,768 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Zach Collins (#10 pick): $3,057,240 
Caleb Swanigan (#26 pick): $1,465,920 

 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade exception: $407,210 (expires February 13th 2018) 
Taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $5,129,000 
 

 

Combined total: $152,505,138 

Proximity to cap: $53,505,138 over 

Proximity to tax: $23,604,539 over 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: Quarterman’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax pur-
poses) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Marcelo Nicola - 50th pick, 1993 

Very long since retired. 
 
Doron Sheffer - 36th pick, 1996 

Very long since retired. 
 
Federico Kammerichs - 51st pick, 2002 

Retired. 
 
Nedzad Sinanovic - 54th pick, 2003 

Retired. 
 
Daniel Diez - 54th pick, 2015 
      His main attributes lie in hustling without fouling and occasional spot-ups from outside. Being compet-

itive alone, however, is not an NBA resume. 

 
Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 

 
2019 second round pick from L.A. Lakers or Minnesota; no protection. Cleveland owns the Minnesota 

and L.A. Lakers 2019 second round picks from separate deals, and will give the more favourable one 
to Portland via a third deal, thereby keeping the less favourable one. 

2021 second round pick from Miami; no protection.  
 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
2018 second round pick to Sacramento or Denver; no protection. Sacramento has the right to swap 

2018 second round picks with Portland. Whichever pick Portland winds up with, they owe it to Den-
ver. 

2019 second round pick to Orlando or Detroit; no protection. Cleveland traded its 2019 second round 
pick to New York, and Houston also traded their 2019 second round pick to New York in a separate 
deal. New York then traded the right to swap 2019 second round picks with Orlando, meaning Orlan-
do could swap its own pick with either of those. In another deal, Orlando also traded for Portland’s 
2019 second round pick, and in yet another deal, they agreed to trade to Detroit whichever was least 
favourable of either (A) the Portland pick, or (B) the most favourable of the other three. New York 
receives the two least favourable of the Cleveland, Houston and Orlando picks. Orlando gets the oth-
er one. 

2020 second round pick to Cleveland; top 55 protected. If it is not conveyed, it is extinguished. 
 

 

2017 Draft picks: Zach Collins (#10), Caleb Swanigan (#26) 

 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 
1st): 

 
• No cap room. A lot of tax coming up, even.  

 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will technically be a trade exception that can 
be used, albeit one negligibly small and redundant. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 mil-
lion for up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million 
for up to two years (maximum 5% raises), the combined $15,166,429 expiring salaries 
of Davis, Vonleh, Nurkic and Napier (potentially more depending on the statuses of Ezeli, 
Connaughton, Layman and Quarterman, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), 
the $10,516,993 combined unguaranteed salaries of Ezeli, Quarterman and Connaugh-
ton (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see 
below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual 
Exception, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-
level exception of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team 
uses the tax payer MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade 
(although they can still send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially 
guaranteed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the 
amount of guaranteed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the 
unguaranteed portion). However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new 
CBA; incumbent players, therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the 
deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will be 
no cap room, and no one is eligible anyway. 

• Aminu and Davis will be eligible for veteran extensions after July 9th, as will Connaugh-
ton if he is not waived by then. Napier, Nurkic and Vonleh will be eligible for rookie scale 
extensions. 
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C, 7’0, 280lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Absolutely tremendous end to the season, on both ends of the court, and his acquisition was a season-saver (if such a thing can be said of a first round sweep). Nurkic was dealt by Denver because he was unhappy 
with his bench role, not because he wasn’t talented; a motivated, happy Nurkic does a bit of everything. Shoring up the interior defence, providing more interior offence than Plumlee et al ever could, and immediately 
able to work with both Lillard and McCollum, Nurkic is a vital piece going forward, and the monies spent elsewhere must not prohibit spending more on him as well. 

PF, 6’10, 240lbs, 21 years old, 3 years of experience 

In and out of the line-up, Vonleh rebounded well and was spry, playing with good energy. Yet the stretch potential he arrived into the league with is not coming to fruition. Indeed, he is not doing much offensively 
other than crash the glass, dunking when set up and occasionally making a mid-ranger. Vonleh’s inconsistency was striking, with some games completely absent versus the occasional big double-double, and he is a 
much better player when he is aggressive. Considering how winnable the team’s power forward spot is, playing with Davis’s aggression will win him the spot, considering he has more talent with the ball than Davis. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 215lbs, 24 years old, 5 years of experience 

Took on a much bigger share of minutes and responsibilities than ever before, and improved his offensive efficiency, particularly from outside. His marked inconsistency puts the numbers into some important con-
text, yet a .570% true shooting percentage is strong, and a nice complement to the creators alongside him, especially if the three-point stroke continues. Defensively, one of the better parts of an overall poor defen-
sive unit, doing the little things and defending both forward spots to reasonable effect. A good role player on a good role player price. Consistency aside, the problems with this team lie not with Harkless. 

PG/SG, 6’4, 200lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

Scoring more and scoring more efficiently, with one of the league’s best mid-range games accompanying a 42.3% three-point stroke, complimenting Lillard offensively quite nicely. Their pairing as a defensive unit is 
a much more legitimate question, and with this in mind, McCollum may one day need to be on the move for someone who may fit better. Nevertheless, in being such an excellent scorer off the dribble, even though 
his salary is about to become enormous, his value should be considered very high. There are quite a few teams who really, really need a player like this, and every team could use him somewhere. 

PG, 6’3, 195lbs, 26 years old, 5 years of experience 

Slightly increased his efficiency without lessening his share of the workload, mostly via getting to the line more. This is Lillard’s team, and everyone and everything else must fit around that, not least of whom is Nur-
kic, The two demonstrated a decent two-man game in their time together, and thus whatever other problems exist elsewhere on the team, the offensive foundation for the future seems as though it is locked in for the 
future between those two. 
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C, 7’1, 245lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

Was given every opportunity to succeed, and couldn’t do it. Leonard seems to want only to be a three-point shooter these days, with his rebounding disappearing to the point of being flat out poor, who has all of the 
size and frame that you could want in a player yet who does not use it to block out, finish around the basket, protect the rim, or indeed anything. Essentially, he has limited himself to simply being an open three-point 
shooter, and not even being an especially good one. A one-off season could be an aberration, but Leonard has now trended this way for three years, and at this point he is no longer an NBA rotation player, let alone 
a $41 million player. 

SF/PF, 6’9, 220lbs, 26 years old, 7 years of experience 

Lost his starting role and had his second straight season of declining production. Nevertheless, he is versatile defensively without being insignificant offensively, especially as a four man, which he appears to be now 
be considered as full time. With long arms and mobility, Aminu is a good pairing for opposing stretch bigs, and is a good defender for his price. He does however need to improve, or at least sustain, his offence to 
the point that he has to be guarded in the corners and around the basket. He is merely a straight-line driver and occasional spot-up shooter at this point, and contesting him renders him moot. 

SG/SF, 6’7, 220lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

$17.5 million per year is a lot of money for 0 win shares. After a season full of career-lows across the board, and with three large non-option years upcoming, Turner’s value on the market is about as low as it can be. 
The need to cut salary must not mean trading off too many assets just to do it. Some of the cost will have to be swallowed for now. Turner therefore should be back next season, and needs to make it fit better. Pick-
ing up his spot-up shooting, keeping the ball moving, keeping the energy up. All the usual Turnerish needs, basically. 

SG, 6’6, 210lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

In the first year of his enormous, tax-inducing contract, Crabbe needed to step up. He didn’t. The already-good three-point shooting improved, yet the usage rate went down to a low 14.7%, strikingly low when it is 
considered that Crabbe is in the game to score. He is not at all a defender, on or off the ball, and nor is he a playmaker for others. When he is on the court, Crabbe needs to get shots up. He didn’t. And then he got 
hurt. $18.5 million per year is far too much money to merely stand in the corner and drive the occasional close-out. Crabbe needs to get the ball, he needs to want it, and he needs to contribute more elsewhere as 
well. 

PG, 6’1, 175lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Although he again shot under 40% - albeit by the tiniest amount possible - Napier had a career year, shooting well from three and being a reasonably capable third string backup to Lillard and McCollum. He injects 
some shooting and defence from the bench, is tied in cheaply to one more season of rookie scale salary, and stepped up in the playoffs when most others stepped down. 
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C, 6’11, 255lbs, 27 years old, 5 years of experience 

Didn’t play at all due to injury, has an unguaranteed contract for next season, and will certainly be waived. Needs to prove his health - this is his second entirely-missed NBA season out of five, and Ezeli played in 
only 46 games in two of the others. He is a good quality NBA backup centre when healthy. He is just never healthy. 

PF/C, 6’10, 240lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

A career-worst year from the usually very solid Davis, who for some reason fouled at an enormous rate this season. Hampered by injury and playing only 46 minutes, Davis’s usual hustling, boarding, blocking, dunk-
ing combination was hugely tempered this season, from 6.3 and 6.7 win shares in the two years prior to only 1.7 in 2016/17. The healthy, pre-2016 Ed Davis is a hell of a useful reserve. And that player is probably 
still in there with good health. 

SF, 6’9, 210lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Not a good rookie season for Layman, who shot 29.2% from the field, mostly from three-point range, and making no other impact on the court in any way other than that. He scored 42 points in his first month, then 
only 36 the entire season after that. It is tough to do much in garbage time, which is mostly the time Layman got, and the versatile high IQ combo forward he showed himself to be in his Maryland career is still in 
there, But he did nothing to earn a bigger role and, if he returns, really needs to show something as a sophomore to keep his NBA place. He didn’t do much on assignment, either. 

SG, 6’5, 206lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Connaughton doesn’t play much, but when he does, he’s good. He shoots very well, makes good decisions, and just about keeps up defensively. If he loses his spot due to a roster crunch, it is not because of his 
own play; Connaughton had no big games and perhaps never will, yet he is a much more reliable presence from the deep bench than most deep bench players can ever offer. 

PG/SG/SF, 6’6, 195lbs, 22 years old, 1 year of experience 

With no free agents and a lot of draft picks coming in, roster spots are at a premium, and in having an unguaranteed contract, Quarterman’s contract is very much in the firing line. His 81 NBA minutes are not a 
meaningful sample size,  but his 22 games on assignment are, and they weren’t great. Quarterman scored very inefficiently (more points than shots) and turned the ball over at a very high rate, showing he is not a 
full-time on-the-ball option at the NBA level. This things are also reflective of his college career. So if he is not an on-the-ball player, and if far more efficient off-the-ball players can be found (they can), then Quarter-
man’s NBA potential can only be found defensively, where his positional versatility would be a virtue.  But he needs time to learn NBA defences, and he might not find it here any longer. 
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Building Blocks 

 Damian Lillard  Four years and circa. $115.5 million remaining. The building block. 

 C.J. McCollum: Beginning his four year, circa. $106 million extension. Be open to a trade 

while intending to keep. 

 Jusuf Nurkic: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Eligible for an extension, but has 

only a part season of excellence under his belt, so he might want more than he is proven to 

give. On the flip side, if he has an excellent year and goes to free agency, it could get pricy. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Noah Vonleh: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Eligible for an extension, which is 

not the worst idea if he can be had cheap. 

 Maurice Harkless: Three years and circa. $31 million remaining, with no options or guaran-

teed years. A useful player on a fair price. Keep for now. 

 Al-Farouq Aminu: Two years and circa. $14.3 million remaining, with no options or guaran-

teed years. Also a useful player on a fair price. Keep for now. 

 

 

Trade Chips, Sort Of 

 Meyers Leonard: Three years and circa. $30.8 million remaining, all guaranteed with no 

options. Not listed here because he has any positive trade value, but because it seems he 

will be traded along with a first round in a salary dump to free up the otherwise stuck salary 

picture. It is a deal worth making, yet a real shame it is one that needs to be made. 

 Ed Davis: One year at $6,352,431 remaining. It is very good value for the healthy and pro-

ductive Ed Davis, assuming that player returns next season. But given the overall cap pic-

ture and the part-emergence of Vonleh, it is unclear as to whether he could be re-signed af-

terwards, thus perhaps any value there is ought be cashed in on. 

 

 

Untradeable But Not For The Good Reasons 

 Allen Crabbe: Three years and circa. $56.3 million remaining. Young enough to make 

some strides forwards, but needs to make several to come close to earning that 

amount. Should anyone happen to want that deal, by all means let them. 

 Evan Turner: Three years and circa. $53.6 million remaining, all guaranteed with no 

options. If there’s a taker, let them take that contract. But it is hereby assumed that 

there isn’t. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Shabazz Napier: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Eligible for an extension, 

but has not done enough to merit it. Keep and let him prove he can be a full time NBA 

backup, rather than a third stringer. 

 Pat Connaughton: One year of unguaranteed minimum salary with a late July guaran-

tee date remaining. Would keep, personally, though as the category says, it is not 

hugely meaningful. 

 

Fringe 

 Jake Layman: Two years of minimum salary remaining, with 2017/18 guaranteed. 

Probably keep, but needs to start excelling. 

 Tim Quarterman: One year of unguaranteed minimum salary with no guarantee date 

remaining. Might as well give him summer league and camp to try and prove himself, 

but with picks to sign, expecting him to be waived. 

 Festus Ezeli: $7,733,000 contract for 2017/18, with only $1 million guaranteed. But 

without his health, not being kept as a player, and with the payroll as high as it already 

is, it is not worth dealing his contract in trade either. Waive. 
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TBC 
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Record: 32-50 

Offensive rebounding rate: .210% (26th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .763 (16th) 

Total rebounding rate: .489% (22nd)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .516 (14th)   
Defensive eFG%: .528 (26th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.7% (27th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 12.9% (15th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .220 (8th) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .227 (26th)  

Points per game: 102.8 (24th) 
Opponents ppg: 106.7 (18th) 
Pace: 94.9 (23rd) 
 

Offensive Rating: 107.3 (21st)  
Defensive Rating: 111.3 (25th) 

Average age: 26.1 (16th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.6 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.6% (5th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.4% (19th) 

Head Coach: Dave Joerger 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rudy Gay $13,333,333     $13,333,333 30 17.9 33.8 18.7 0.8 1.0 0.3 0.4 0.7 .559 25.8 

Arron Afflalo * $12,500,000 $1,500,000    $14,000,000 61 9.0 25.9 8.4 1.2 0.2 -1.4 -2.0 -3.5 .559 14.4 

Tyreke Evans $10,661,287     $10,661,287 14 14.9 22.4 11.6 0.0 0.3 -1.0 -1.1 -2.2 .516 26.0 

Kosta Koufos $8,046,500 $8,393,000 $8,739,500   $25,179,000 71 13.8 20.0 6.6 1.2 1.4 -2.6 0.7 -1.9 .560 15.3 

Anthony Tolliver * $8,000,000 $2,000,000    $10,000,000 65 11.1 22.7 7.1 1.5 0.8 0.2 -0.8 -0.6 .595 13.6 

Garrett Temple $8,000,000 $8,000,000 $8,000,000   $24,000,000 65 11.2 26.6 7.8 0.9 1.3 -0.3 0.6 0.3 .545 14.2 

Matt Barnes * $6,125,000 $2,133,542 $2,133,542 $2,133,541  $12,525,625 54 10.2 25.3 7.6 -0.1 1.1 -1.2 0.3 -1.0 .501 16.4 

Darren Collison $5,229,454     $5,229,454 68 15.3 30.3 13.2 3.1 0.8 0.8 -2.3 -1.5 .570 19.8 

Langston Galloway $5,200,000     $5,200,000 19 8.0 19.7 6.0 0.0 0.1 -2.5 -2.4 -5.0 .522 15.4 

Ben McLemore $4,008,882 $4,187,599    $4,008,882 61 9.8 19.3 8.1 -0.1 0.5 -2.1 -2.7 -4.8 .538 20.1 

Willie Cauley-Stein $3,551,160 $3,704,160 $4,696,875 $6,265,631  $11,952,195 75 16.4 18.9 8.1 1.4 1.5 -2.0 0.9 -1.1 .558 19.6 

Buddy Hield $3,517,200 $3,675,480 $3,833,760 $4,861,208 $6,484,851 $15,887,648 25 14.9 29.1 15.1 0.4 0.4 0.8 -2.2 -1.5 600 22.9 

Georgios Papagiannis $2,202,240 $2,301,360 $2,400,480 $3,430,288 $4,744,086 $10,334,368 22 12.7 16.1 5.6 0.1 0.3 -3.5 0.8 -2.7 .573 16.9 

Malachi Richardson $1,439,880 $1,504,560 $1,569,360 $2,581,597 $3,738,153 $7,095,397 22 9.6 9.0 3.6 0.0 0.1 -2.5 -3.0 -5.5 .517 19.3 

Skal Labissiere $1,188,840 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,338,847 $3,484,882 $6,385,249 33 16.8 18.5 8.8 0.7 0.5 -1.7 -0.9 -2.6 .577 21.3 

Ty Lawson $980,431     $980,431 69 15.4 25.1 9.9 2.2 1.0 0.2 -1.5 -1.3 .551 19.5 

Wayne Ellington *  $882,630     $882,630 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Caron Butler * $517,220 $517,220 $517,220   $1,551,660 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Isaiah Cousins * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Lamar Patterson * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jordan Farmar * $66,381     $66,381 2 14.4 17.5 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.8 -3.1 .500 19.4 

Jordan Farmar * $16,595     $16,595 2 14.4 17.5 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 -3.8 -3.1 .500 19.4 

Total Salaries: $95,668,670 $35,041,933 $33,435,688 $15,345,481 $0 $179,490,135            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Darren Collison $5,229,454     $5,229,454 68 15.3 30.3 13.2 3.1 0.8 0.8 -2.3 -1.5 .570 19.8 

Ty Lawson $980,431     $980,431 69 15.4 25.1 9.9 2.2 1.0 0.2 -1.5 -1.3 .551 19.5 

Langston Galloway $5,200,000     $5,200,000 19 8.0 19.7 6.0 0.0 0.1 -2.5 -2.4 -5.0 .522 15.4 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Buddy Hield $3,517,200 $3,675,480 $3,833,760 $4,861,208 $6,484,851 $15,887,648 25 14.9 29.1 15.1 0.4 0.4 0.8 -2.2 -1.5 600 22.9 

Garrett Temple $8,000,000 $8,000,000 $8,000,000   $24,000,000 65 11.2 26.6 7.8 0.9 1.3 -0.3 0.6 0.3 .545 14.2 

Ben McLemore $4,008,882 $5,375,911    $4,008,882 61 9.8 19.3 8.1 -0.1 0.5 -2.1 -2.7 -4.8 .538 20.1 

Malachi Richardson $1,439,880 $1,504,560 $1,569,360 $2,581,597 $3,738,153 $7,095,397 22 9.6 9.0 3.6 0.0 0.1 -2.5 -3.0 -5.5 .517 19.3 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rudy Gay $13,333,333     $13,333,333 30 17.9 33.8 18.7 0.8 1.0 0.3 0.4 0.7 .559 25.8 

Tyreke Evans $10,661,287     $10,661,287 14 14.9 22.4 11.6 0.0 0.3 -1.0 -1.1 -2.2 .516 26.0 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Skal Labissiere $1,188,840 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,338,847 $3,484,882 $6,385,249 33 16.8 18.5 8.8 0.7 0.5 -1.7 -0.9 -2.6 .577 21.3 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kosta Koufos $8,046,500 $8,393,000 $8,739,500   $25,179,000 71 13.8 20.0 6.6 1.2 1.4 -2.6 0.7 -1.9 .560 15.3 

Willie Cauley-Stein $3,551,160 $3,704,160 $4,696,875 $6,265,631  $11,952,195 75 16.4 18.9 8.1 1.4 1.5 -2.0 0.9 -1.1 .558 19.6 

Georgios Papagiannis $2,202,240 $2,301,360 $2,400,480 $3,430,288 $4,744,086 $10,334,368 22 12.7 16.1 5.6 0.1 0.3 -3.5 0.8 -2.7 .573 16.9 
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Contract notes: 
 
None. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $35,041,933 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. Additionally, Bogdanovic’s cap hold 
removed for 2017/18 by mutual consent. 
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
De’Aaron Fox (#5 pick): $4,609,200 
Justin Jackson (#15 pick): $1,859,400 
Harry Giles (#20 pick): $1,465,920 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
All exceptions renounced. 
Room Exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $48,935,683 

Max cap room:  $54,392,317 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Buddy Hield: Cannot be traded to New Orleans until after the mora-

torium. 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,963,814 (expires February 20th 2018) 

 
 
 

Combined total: $98,630,847 

Proximity to cap: $4,487,847 over 

Proximity to tax: $17,619,967 under 

Contract notes: 

 
None. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $35,041,933 

 
 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Rudy Gay: $20,000,000 
Tyreke Evans: $15,991,931 
Ben McLemore: $10,290,858 
Darren Collison: $9,935,963 
Langston Galloway: $6,240,000 
Ty Lawson: $1,471,382 
De’Aaron Fox (#5 pick): $4,609,200 
Justin Jackson (#15 pick): $1,859,400 
Harry Giles (#20 pick): $1,465,920 
Bogdan Bogdanovic (#27, 2014): $1,423,560 
 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $2,963,814 (expires February 20th 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $122,989,961 

Proximity to cap: $23,989,361 over 

Proximity to tax: $83,958,067 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options) 
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Bogdan Bogdanovic - 27th pick, 2014 
Will play in the NBA, surely, and as of this year is no longer bound by the rookie scale. Which is 
good, because he will merit more than it. Smart, versatile, talented and smooth - he’s ready for a 
rotation. 

 

Arturas Gudaitis - 47th pick, 2015 
A good player. A good Euroleague player. Physical, knows his angles, good hands, some touch 
around the rim, shirks no challenges, good timing and positioning, not a stiff. He is however never 
going to be able to do much about the new breed of NBA bigs. As exclusively a post player on of-
fense when he’s screening and not hugely laterally fast on the perimeter defensively, Gudaitis could 
play in the NBA, but not in a big role. 

 

Luka Mitrovic - 60th pick, 2015 
Always an ambitious pick. It’s not that Mitrovic cannot play; he can. But in not being a rim protector, 
in not being a high volume or high efficiency outside shooter, nor particularly athletic, nor particularly 
big, nor particularly good at rebounding, nor particularly good at anything, he had no obvious skill to 
transfer to the NBA level. Aged 24, it seems unlikely he ever will. 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 second round pick from Portland; no protection. Sacramento has the right to swap 2018 second 
round picks with Portland. Whichever pick Portland winds up with, they owe it to Denver. 

2020 second round pick from Detroit; no protection. 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2019 first round pick to Philadelphia or Boston; Philadelphia owns this pick with no protection. They 
also own the L.A. Lakers’ 2018 first round pick with no protection. In a separate deal, they traded the 
Lakers’ 2018 first round pick to Boston, but assigned it top #1 protection, and also 6-30 protection. If 
the pick falls within the protected range, Philadelphia keeps that pick and instead sends the most 
favourable of its own and Sacramento’s 2019 first round picks, themselves both #1 protected. 
Should either of the two be the #1, Boston gets the other one. 

2019 second round pick to Philadelphia; In one deal, Milwaukee acquired the right to swap 2019 sec-
ond round picks with Sacramento. In a separate deal, Milwaukee agreed to trade whichever pick 
they ended up based on the outcome of the swap to Brooklyn. And in a third deal, Brooklyn agreed 
to trade that same pick, whichever it is, to Philadelphia.  

 

2017 Draft picks: De’Aaron Fox (#5), Justin Jackson (#15), Harry Giles (#20), 
Frank Mason (#34) 
 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 

• Very likely to have vast swathes of cap room. Up to $54,392,317, as above.  

• Some of that cap room will be needed for Bogdanovic. Some might be worth using to re-sign 
Collison, Gay, or both. But between the already-waived Tolliver and Afflalo, the unneeded Ev-
ans and other smaller expiring salaries, a lot is still being freed up. 

• If/when the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap 
room exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a trade exception that can be used. If they 
do, it will be lost. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), potentially some expiring salary depending on the statuses of 
Koufos, Temple, Cauley-Stein, Hield, Papagiannis, Richardson and Labissiere (all with unguar-
anteed portions and/or options), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• Gay, Evans, Collison and McLemore can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 
the maximum salary for up to five years. Galloway can be signed and traded to a contract start-
ing at up to 120% of his previous salary (i.e. $6,240,000) for up to four years. Lawson can be 
signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of the minimum for up to 
four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes 
the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal.  

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, no one is eligible. 

• Koufos will be eligible for a veteran extension after July 13th.  

 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Dejan Bodiroga - 51st pick, 1995 

Long since retired. 
 
Alex Oriakhi– 57th pick, 2013 

Post only, without the offensive skill level of, say, Gudaitis below. There is still a place in the 
NBA for the physical interior rebounder and paint presence, but they would ideally be big-
ger, more skilled, more athletic and younger. 
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C, 7’0, 265lbs, 28 years old, 9 years of experience 

A good interior defender, a good rebounder, a good interior finisher, with good efficiency, good size, and a good contract. Entering his prime, Koufos should be considered available in trade, but he should also be 
considered valuable in trade. He only does a few things, but he plays within them, and he does them well. Good, even. 

PF/C, 6’11, 225lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Broke out after the Cousins trade to finish the season scoring 17.0 points per 36 minutes on a .577% true shooting percentage, both excellent for a rookie. Labissiere shot absolutely excellent percentages on mid-
range jump shots (shooting 47-86 from between 10 feet and the three-point line for 54.6%), hinted at range beyond that in the future with 3-8 three-point shooting, showed soft touch on his hook shots and still got to 
the line at a decent rate amidst it all. He also rebounded well, and, for a player who came into the league with questions about his toughness, held his own on the interior. A bright spot on the season for the team 
who, with added strength and poise, could really blossom if this rookie run-out was anything to go by. 

SF, 6’8, 230lbs, 30 years old, 11 years of experience 

Probably the right time for he and the team to part as friends. Gay’s game has never been and will never be that of a first or second option, despite his best efforts to be one, and although the defence has improved 
in his career, it too does not stand out. With the Achilles injury, the team needs to begin planning the future without him in it, for it is very unclear as to what kind of player he will be upon his return.  

SG, 6’4, 214lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

After an inauspicious first two thirds of the season with the Pelicans, Hield had a very good end to the year with the Kings, scoring 15.1 points per game on an extremely high .600%. As a full season body of work, it 
wasn’t bad; as a 25-game sample size, it was a very exciting sign for the future. There is a lot of work to do defensively, where, even if his projection is not the most favourable considering his body type, he could at 
least stop looking so lost. But that was true of most of the team. Perhaps as they grow, he will too. 

PG, 6’0, 175lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

Did well at the “handle it over half-court, get it to Cousins and be ready to cut and spot up in a second” game that was the first two thirds of the year, then also did pretty well after the trade and when given more li-
cense (before being shut down at the end of the year, that is). Collison is a talented scorer from outside, the mid-range, and, should he get there, finishing at the rim. He is also a capable ball-handler and a controlled 
player who keeps the turnovers low. But he is less of a regular playmaker out of the pick-and-roll for anybody other than himself, and his defensive metrics for the whole year are very poor. Entering his prime as well 
as unrestricted free agency, he is more Quality Back-up than Fringe Starter, but should he ever need to start, Collison has shown that he is pretty capable. On one end, anyway. 

KINGS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues  - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=982
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3033
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=712
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=2771
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1174


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

C, 7’0, 240lbs, 23 years old, 2 years of experience 

SG/SF, 6’6, 220lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

Back where he once shone, Evans shines no more, an oft-injured player who reached contract fill-in status with the trade that brought him back to Sacramento. On the court, Evans has finally begun to shoot from 
outside efficiently, with three-point shooting marks of 38.8% and 35.6% over the last two years coming in what have also been the seasons with the two highest three-point rates of his career. But the injuries seem to 
have robbed him of some of the finishing at the basket, which used to be the point of Tyreke Evans. He would always make bad decisions, stop the ball and be predictable in his intent, but he used to get to the rim 
and finish enough to make it worthwhile. So now he needs a run of good health and the opportunity to prove that he can still do that. 

The best eight point, four rebound player alive. Started out the season returning to the shooting guard-like rebounding ways of most of his college career, but picked it up later on to in fact finish with a better re-
bounding rate than in his rookie season, along with having a much larger usage percentage (19.7%) than before (13.2%). Cauley-Stein has much improved his offensive game, going from finisher to targeted player 
and even dropping some mid-range jump shots now, albeit on fairly poor efficiency. Always running, catching and rolling, he now has some touch on hook shots, and has offensive potential to go with all that which 
he already had on defence. Even us unconscionable Willie Cauley-Stein fans have to concede that the defensive results have yet to be as good at the NBA level as the potential has been. Nevertheless, the results 
are pretty good, the potential is sky high, and if the offence is going to grow like this, so now is the two-way potential. 

PG/SG, 6’6, 195lbs, 31 years old, 7 years of experience 

As steady as ever, and now featuring consistent decent volume three-point range. Temple’s hybridised game relies upon ball movement, some spot-ups, reliable if unspectacular ball-handling and high intensity pe-
rimeter defence. So to a team that lacked for all of those things on the roster as a whole, his minutes were a welcome infusion. Particularly useful for his defensive versatility, Temple has worked his way up in his 
career not only to decent sized multi-year contracts, but also to potentially having trade value to contending teams. Not bad for a player whose average contract length used to be ten days. 

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

Roughly the twelfth guard on the depth chart, Richardson played little before ending the season injured, and spent only 11 games on assignment. What he did show in the brief time that he managed was a defensive  
intensity he had not always had in college. Richardson’s long arms should make him a good wing defender and rebounder, so this should continue, and while the outside spot-ups did not work well for him in his lim-
ited NBA minutes, Richardson got to the free-throw line an awful lot on assignment to the Bighorns, aggressively driving with a running start, albeit still missing an awful lot of missed long twos that might as well be 
missed threes. His athleticism limits his potential, but a Tony Snell career would do. 

PG, 5’11, 195lbs, 29 years old, 8 years of experience 

On the court, Lawson had a good bounce-back season, not reaching the heights of his Nuggets days but having some big scoring nights, shooting a .551% true shooting percentage and putting up a near 2.5:1 ratio.  
He even tried hard on defence, mostly. However, off the court,  the arrest warrant for suspected violation of probation by failing three alcohol tests flared its head towards the end of the season, which rather took the 
shine off of it. Lawson showed this season that there is still talent in the tank, so here’s hoping that’s the storyline going forward.  
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C, 7’1, 240lbs, 19 years old, 1 year of experience 

In his late season audition, Papagiannis showed some post moves, pick-and-roll potential and a good mid-range jumper, while rebounding at a decent rate. He showed the ability to pass out of the post, rebounded 
well, and flashed good offensive footwork. Defensively, the game seems to move far too fast for him right now, as evidenced by the fouls and the open shooters, and in not demonstrating much lateral quickness, his 
ability to defend the perimeter doesn’t seem very projectable. But still, if he can speed up a little bit and at least protect the rim,  he should be a solid post player at a time that most people have stopped wanting that. 

SG, 6’5, 195lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

Having had four years to win the Kings’ shooting guard spot for the future, McLemore has not done so. In fact, he might not even have won a spot in the league. In a league that wants three-and-D role players out of 
its non-star wings, McLemore has shown he is neither of these things. He doesn’t mind running around on defence but loses his man so ridiculously often in doing so. Although he has improved his three-point shoot-
ing efficiency for four straight years up to a healthy 38.2% this past season, he does not do good enough work with his athleticism to actually get open, and is a volume scorer at best. And he failed the occasional 
point-guard fill-ins he was tasked with. McLemore just doesn’t show good decision making, on either end, and just isn’t that skilled with the ball either. Maybe he can stick around as a shooting reclamation project.  

PG/SG, 6’2, 200lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

In his time with the Pelicans, Galloway was highly aggressive in looking for his shot offensively, much more so than he perhaps should have been. Nevertheless, he shot 37.7% from three-point range on a high vol-
ume of attempts. Coming to the Kings, the volume went down, but the efficiency went up, all the way up to 47.5% from three. That’s very good. What wasn’t very good was the inability to make any shots consistently 
at the basket, and the effort on defence, which hadn’t been bad in years prior but which completely disappeared this season. It’s fine if Galloway wants to reinvent him as a gunner, even at that high, but pressure 
defence muse must come with it if he is not going to be a pick-and-roll playmaker. Galloway opted out of his $5,434,000 contract for next season, but it’s optimistic to think he will get that again. 
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Good Pieces 

 Willie Cauley-Stein: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep, move Koufos, let 

him start, see how he grows. 

 Buddy Hield: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Off to a good start. Keep and 

see. 

 Skal Labissiere: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Off to a very good start, al-

beit in a brief part-season audition. Keep and give the bulk of the power forward time to. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Georgios Papagiannis: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. The trade to bring 

him in yielded excellent value, so it’s already a winner even if he himself never develops. If/

when Koufos goes, Papa G could back up Cauley Stein down the road, but needs skills de-

velopment, experience and more assignments until then. 

 Malachi Richardson: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Didn’t show much and 

isn’t exactly flying up the depth chart with recent moves, but did nothing wrong, so should 

stick around for evaluation and development. 

 Garrett Temple: Two years and a combined $16 million remaining, with a player option on 

the second of those years. Entering the last third of his career, Temple could be a good vet-

eran to have around the young guards, and his contract is not prohibitive, especially on a 

team with such little committed salary.  

 

Uncertain 

 Rudy Gay: Has opted out, and will probably walk. There is not much value in bringing him 

back; he will likely want to find a winner, anyway. 

 Tyreke Evans: Entering unrestricted free agency with no momentum and a recent history of 

injuries. Back in Sacramento supporting Jackson could be a good place to try and rebuild 

his career, but it needs to come cheap. 

 Darren Collison: Also entering unrestricted free agency .Having been a sneaky-cheap 

free agent point guard twice in his career now, Collison will want to cash in, but he’s 

just outside of the top five available free agent point guards, and a spot starting/big 

minute backup pairing with a recently drafted ’point guard of the future’ role such as he 

will find here or in Dallas might be ideally suited for him, even if he wants more pres-

tige and/or money than that.  

 

Trade Chip 

 Kosta Koufos: Two years and circa. $17.13 million remaining, with a player option on 

the second year. Likely to opt out, so cash in with him on a team that needs that one 

extra big man. Quite a few players in the league exist in this sphere right now, that of 

capable yet available veteran big man, so get in there quick. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Langston Galloway: Has opted out of a decently sized contract presumably with the 

aspirations of getting more, or at least the same sort of thing for longer. Can’t see it 

happening, although three years and $10 mllion with an unguaranteed portion in the 

back end could be feasible, perhaps slightly higher on the assumption of some point 

guard duties being possible. 

 Ty Lawson: Expiring minimum salary contract. Although he had a decent bounce-back 

season, and although Fox and Mason could use a veteran hand at the point guard po-

sition, Collison is the better player and should be the priority. 

 

Fringe 

 Ben McLemore: Entering unrestricted free agency and there is no reason to bring him 

back. Someone else might try and make a reclamation project out of him. Good luck to 

them. 
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2nd March 2017: The variance in the value of first round picks - GiveMeSport 

20th February 2017: In prioritising a shift in their culture, did the Sacramento Kings neglect to acquire talent? - GiveMeSport 

14th November 2016: Anthony Davis and DeMarcus Cousins are being wasted by their respective organisations - GiveMeSport 
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Salary cap situation 
Draft pick situation 

Players 
Issues 

Player Plans 
Other 

Record: 61-21 (second seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .240% (14th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .776 (6th) 

Total rebounding rate: .514% (6th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .524 (10th)   
Defensive eFG%: .492 (2nd) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.6% (14th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.5% (9th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .210 (18th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .192 (6th)  

Points per game: 105.3 (14th) 
Opponents ppg: 98.1 (2nd) 
Pace: 94.2 (27th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 111.1 (9th)  
Defensive Rating: 103.5 (1st) 

Average age: 29.1 (3rd oldest) 
Average experience: 7.6 years 

Three-point shooting: 39.1% (1st) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 34.4% (5th) 

Head Coach: Gregg Popovich 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

LaMarcus Aldridge $20,575,005 $21,461,010 $22,347,015   $64,383,030 72 18.6 32.4 17.3 3.5 3.7 -0.3 1.4 1.1 .532 24.5 

Kawhi Leonard $17,638,063 $18,868,625 $20,099,189 $21,329,752  $77,935,629 74 27.5 33.4 25.5 8.9 4.7 6.4 1.5 7.9 .611 31.1 

Pau Gasol $15,500,000     $15,500,000 64 20.2 25.4 12.4 3.3 3.1 0.9 2.8 3.7 .578 21.3 

Tony Parker $14,445,313 $15,453,126    $29,898,439 63 13.0 25.2 10.1 1.4 1.7 -1.2 -1.7 -3.0 .514 20.2 

Manu Ginobili $14,000,000     $14,000,000 69 13.9 18.7 7.5 0.6 2.4 0.5 1.4 1.9 .532 20.4 

Danny Green $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $10,000,000   $30,000,000 68 10.2 26.6 7.3 0.4 3.0 -0.3 2.7 2.4 .537 13.5 

Patty Mills $3,578,948     $3,578,948 80 15.2 21.9 9.5 2.8 2.2 2.5 -1.2 1.3 .577 19.5 

Dewayne Dedmon $2,898,000     $2,898,000 76 16.0 17.5 5.1 2.2 3.0 -1.5 3.2 1.7 .645 12.3 

Tim Duncan * $1,881,250 $1,881,250 $1,881,250   $5,643,750 - - - - - - - - - - - 

David Lee $1,551,659     $1,551,659 79 18.4 18.7 7.3 3.2 2.5 0.7 2.5 3.2 .613 16.9 

Kyle Anderson $1,192,080 $2,151,704 $3,227,556   $3,343,784 72 12.5 14.2 3.4 0.7 2.0 -2.1 3.7 1.6 .525 12.1 

Dejounte Murray $1,180,080 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,321,735 $3,482,603 $6,359,377 38 9.6 8.5 3.4 -0.4 0.5 -4.6 -0.2 -4.8 .503 23.5 

Livio Jean-Charles * $1,122,792 $1,035,200    $2,157,992 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jonathan Simmons $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 78 9.9 17.8 6.2 -0.1 2.1 -2.8 0.9 -1.9 .504 18.0 

Bryn Forbes $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 36 5.9 7.9 2.6 -0.2 0.2 -3.2 -2.8 -6.0 .462 17.9 

Davis Bertans $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 67 12.9 12.1 4.5 1.1 1.2 1.2 0.5 1.7 .609 15.7 

Joel Anthony $346,034     $346,034 19 11.6 6.4 1.3 0.1 0.2 -3.1 2.5 -0.6 .640 8.7 

Nicolas Laprovittola * $210,995     $210,995 18 8.4 9.7 3.3 0.0 0.2 -2.5 -2.4 -4.9 .579 18.2 

Patricio Garino * $100,000     $100,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ryan Arcidiacono * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Joel Anthony * $57,672     $57,672 19 11.6 6.4 1.3 0.1 0.2 -3.1 2.5 -0.6 .640 8.7 

Joel Anthony * $57,672     $57,672 19 11.6 6.4 1.3 0.1 0.2 -3.1 2.5 -0.6 .640 8.7 

Total Salaries: $108,372,141 $74,788,748 $55,872,405 $23,651,487 $0 $262,684,781            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  

SPURS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Tony Parker $14,445,313 $15,453,126    $29,898,439 63 13.0 25.2 10.1 1.4 1.7 -1.2 -1.7 -3.0 .514 20.2 

Patty Mills $3,578,948     $3,578,948 80 15.2 21.9 9.5 2.8 2.2 2.5 -1.2 1.3 .577 19.5 

Dejounte Murray $1,180,080 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,321,735 $3,482,603 $6,359,377 38 9.6 8.5 3.4 -0.4 0.5 -4.6 -0.2 -4.8 .503 23.5 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Danny Green $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $10,000,000   $30,000,000 68 10.2 26.6 7.3 0.4 3.0 -0.3 2.7 2.4 .537 13.5 

Manu Ginobili $14,000,000     $14,000,000 69 13.9 18.7 7.5 0.6 2.4 0.5 1.4 1.9 .532 20.4 

Bryn Forbes $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 36 5.9 7.9 2.6 -0.2 0.2 -3.2 -2.8 -6.0 .462 17.9 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kawhi Leonard $17,638,063 $18,868,625 $20,099,189 $21,329,752  $77,935,629 74 27.5 33.4 25.5 8.9 4.7 6.4 1.5 7.9 .611 31.1 

Jonathan Simmons $874,636 $1,671,382    $874,636 78 9.9 17.8 6.2 -0.1 2.1 -2.8 0.9 -1.9 .504 18.0 

Kyle Anderson $1,192,080 $2,151,704 $3,227,556   $3,343,784 72 12.5 14.2 3.4 0.7 2.0 -2.1 3.7 1.6 .525 12.1 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

LaMarcus Aldridge $20,575,005 $21,461,010 $22,347,015   $64,383,030 72 18.6 32.4 17.3 3.5 3.7 -0.3 1.4 1.1 .532 24.5 

David Lee $1,551,659     $1,551,659 79 18.4 18.7 7.3 3.2 2.5 0.7 2.5 3.2 .613 16.9 

Davis Bertans $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 67 12.9 12.1 4.5 1.1 1.2 1.2 0.5 1.7 .609 15.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Dewayne Dedmon $2,898,000     $2,898,000 76 16.0 17.5 5.1 2.2 3.0 -1.5 3.2 1.7 .645 12.3 

Pau Gasol $15,500,000     $15,500,000 64 20.2 25.4 12.4 3.3 3.1 0.9 2.8 3.7 .578 21.3 

Joel Anthony $346,034     $346,034 19 11.6 6.4 1.3 0.1 0.2 -3.1 2.5 -0.6 .640 8.7 

SPURS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Contract notes: 
 

Bryn Forbes: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Kawhi Leonard: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
LaMarcus Aldridge: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $74,788,748 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Manu Ginobili: $21,000,000 
Pau Gasol: $18,600,000 
Patty Mills: $6,800,001 
Dewayne Dedmon: $3,477,600 
Jonathan Simmons: $1,671,382 (QO; $1,471.382 if no  
QO offered) 
Joel Anthony: $1,471,382 
David Lee: $1,471,382 
Derrick White (#29 pick): $1,404,600 
Nikola Milutinov (#26, 2015): $1,465,920 
 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 
 

Combined total: $143,847,015 

Proximity to cap: $44,847,015 over 

Proximity to tax: $44,052,481 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
 
(NB: Forbes’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purposes) 

Contract notes: 
 

Bryn Forbes: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until August 1st, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Kawhi Leonard: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
LaMarcus Aldridge: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 

Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $73,476,137 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced. Additionally, Milutinov’s cap hold re-
moved for 2017/18 by mutual consent. 
Four roster charges of $815,615 each 
Derrick White (#29 pick): $1,404,600 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Trade exception renounced. 
Room exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $82,471,197 

Max cap room:  $20,856,803 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Kawhi Leonard: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
LaMarcus Aldridge: Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $108,372,141 

Proximity to cap: $14,229,141 over 

Proximity to tax: $4,202,261 under 

 
(NB: Forbes’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes; Sim-
mons’s $874,636 also counts as $980,431; Laprovittola’s $210,995 counts 
as $380,638) 

SPURS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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Sergei Karaulov - 58th pick, 2004 
Currently playing in the Russian league. The actual domestic Russian league, not the VTB United 
League, where the good Russian teams play. In the few times he did play against the quality 
Russian sides, he looked overwhelmed for the speed of the game, never caught up, and never 
came close to the NBA. Now aged 35, we can call it. 

 

Erazem Lorbek - 46th pick, 2005 
Aside from workouts and a summer league stint where he looked a shell of himself, Lorbek has 
not played for three years after serious injury. It may have cost him the NBA shot he had long put 
off. 

 

Giorgios Printezis - 58th pick, 2007 
Now aged 32, Printezis too may have missed his NBA window. His offensive skills have devel-
oped over his career to the point that he is a significant Euroleague scorer, both spotting up and 
posting. However, as they have improved, the explosion of his youth has tapered off. 

 

Adam Hanga - 59th pick, 2011 
The next Jonathan Simmons on tap. Improving with the ball and from outside, and an explosive 
presence on either end, disrupting defensively and adding a dimension offensively. Euroleague 
DPOY ready for the next level, especially since his contract is expiring. 

 

Nemanja Dangubic - 54th pick, 2014 
Still is not a shooter and is a bit of a wild man without a purpose on the court, especially offen-
sively. Now 24 and coming off a very poor Euroleague season, the physical profile continues to 
intrigue, but he isn’t doing much with it. 

 

Nikola Milutinov - 26th pick, 2015 
Moving up to the Euroleague level since being drafted, but didn’t show much improvement at that 
level this year, although he did dominate Greek league play, as well he should have done. Proba-
bly should not be stashed for too much longer, as he needs the benefit of NBA coaching to fulfil 
his potential. 

 

Olivier Hanlan - 42nd pick, 2015 
Has not showed enough in his first two professional seasons to suggest that he is an NBA player. 

 

Cady Lalanne - 55th pick, 2015 
Seems to have added a three point shot as a professional that he did not have in college; indeed, 
it is an increasingly large part of his game for a man who used to be about deep catches. It’s not 
a bad idea, as his NBA prospects as a post player would have been limited. If his handle devel-
ops to match and he keeps up the defensive energy, he has a chance down the road. 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
None. 

 
Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 

 
2022 second round pick to Utah; no protection.  

 
 

2017 Draft picks: Derrick White (#29), Jaron Blossomgame (#59) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 

• Likely to have cap room. Up to $20,856,803, as above.  

• To do so, however, means the cost of a lot of free agents, including Gasol, Mills, and, lest he have 
one more massive pay cut left in him, Ginobili. [Simmons is cheap enough to not be lost.] 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room excep-
tion for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax threshold), 
it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for up to four years 
(maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two years (maximum 5% 
raises), the combined $17,574,830 expiring salaries of Parker and Anderson (potentially more de-
pending on the statuses of Aldridge, Green, Murray, Forbes and Bertans, all with unguaranteed por-
tions and/or options), the $1,312,611 unguaranteed salary of Forbes (pursuant to aforementioned 
guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaranteed 
contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaranteed salary 
only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). However, this 
applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, therefore, count the 
same as they would have done before. 

• Ginobili and Mills can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the maximum salary for up 
to five years. Simmons can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the aver-
age salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. Gasol ($18,600,000) and Dedmon ($3,477,600) can be 
signed and traded to a contract starting at up to 120% of their previous salaries for up to four years. 
Anthony and Lee can be signed and traded to a contract starting at a maximum value of 120% of 
the minimum for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if 
the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• The Arenas Rule will apply to Simmons’s free agency. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal.  

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Parker is eligible for this after Au-
gust 1st. 

• Parker will also be eligible for a veteran extension, immediately, and Green will be eligible for one 
after July 14th. Aldridge will be eligible after July 9th. Anderson will be eligible for a rookie scale ex-
tension. 

 

Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Robertas Javtokas - 56th pick, 2001 
There was a time, but now aged 37, Javtokas is a mere bit part player. 

 

Viktor Sanikidze - 42nd pick, 2004 
Missed the past season due to injury. Has developed into an excellent defence- and rebounding-
focused role player over the years, with a game based on hustle and reckless abandon, but 
those years are going by, and with those years are going the athleticism that made him relevant. 

SPURS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 
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C, 7’0, 245lbs, 27 years old, 4 years of experience 

Played his way into the starting role, then got put back on the bench come playoff time, even with all the injuries around him. An athletic big in the mould that the team has not had before, Dedmon ran, blocked, 
caught lobs and rebounded at an extremely good rate. It was not without its fair share of mistakes and missed rotations, and the offensive skill is limited to being that of a finisher around the basket with an occasional 
jump shot than it is that of a creator in any way. Still, Dedmon brought a set of skills unique to this team and played well within them, so it was odd that he was left out towards the end. 

PF/C, 6’11, 260lbs, 31 years old, 11 years of experience 

His defensive metrics for defence around the basket in the regular season were amongst the best in the league, and while this is anomalous to the rest of his career, it is hard to be anomalous across 2,335 minutes. 
Elsewhere, Aldridge rebounded at the lowest rate since his third season and shot only a .532% true shooting percentage, down 33 points on the year prior. But the offence was about the same. A lot of points, a lot of 
jump shots, a lot of big green blobs on the left-hand side of his shot chart. Maybe that’s the problem; Aldridge has stuck to his game rather than diversify it, and for all the arguments about how putting away the three
-pointer helped prime Dirk Nowitzki, no one is making them here. He should just take a step back behind the line. But more metaphorically, Aldridge needs to take a step forward. When Kawhi went down, he needed 
to step up and take the lead. He didn’t. 

SF, 6’7, 230lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experience 

It is hard to think back to the time when Leonard came in to the league as an athletic, hustling, undersized power forward with little ball skills, when the player we see now plays like some weird yet beautiful mash-up 
of Jordan and Pippen. Leonard makes improvements to his game every year, big improvements, but perhaps none more so than this past one, when he became the primary ball-handler and playmaker, shooting up 
to a 31.1% usage rate. He didn’t even go above 27.6% in college. In becoming a half-court, dribble-driving, contact-taking star, Leonard has somehow not lost a shred of defence to do it. Rather than rounding out his 
game, he has transformed it. If he’s not the best player in the league, he nearly is, and while such distinctions matter only from a point of pride for the various parties involved, the fact that it is even possible here is 
stunning. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 215lbs, 30 years old, 8 years of experience 

The defence is as good as ever. The offence, however, is in a two year slump. Green recovered his true shooting percentage a little bit this season, back to .537% from .492% in 2015/16, but it does not compare to 
the four previous seasons of being between .579% and .600%. Green shot 37.9% from three-point range, itself also an improvement on the year prior but down compared to the four prior to that, and he still cannot 
be relied upon off the dribble. Still, even if the efficiency never comes back like it did, Green earns his money on defence alone. 

PG, 6’2, 185lbs, 35 years old, 16 years of experience 

We are pretty near to the end by this point, especially in light of the serious injury he now has. But prior to that injury, Parker’s playoff performances showed that he still had something left in the chamber. Increasing-
ly exploitable defensively, yielding a greater share of the ball to Leonard, and not being the spot-up threat off of his presence that would be ideal, Parker can nevertheless still get it done, with vintage performances, 
cuts to the rim, big shots, and cliché-but-true turn-back-the-clock performances. Now that he’s hurt, though, someone will have to take the starting point guard spot for a while. And perhaps it is best that even when 
he is back to health, Parker backs that player up, to save those legs for yet more postseason performances. 
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PF/C, 7’0, 250lbs, 36 years old, 16 years of experience 

Mike D’Antoni was onto something when he asked Pau to shoot threes. Pau shot a massive 53.8% from outside, from both the corners and straight on. Putting him on the bench in a sixth-man role, thereby allowing 
Dedmon to defend the starting bigs more often, improved his game, as did the three-point stroke, which meant covering less ground and better scoring efficiency (his .578% true shooting being his highest since 
2010/11). Gasol still rebounded at a strong 17.4% rate, including 7.6% on the offensive end, despite the increased perimeter time, which speaks to his enduring skill. And although his lack of foot speed will be a hole 
that opposing offences will try to explore in every game of his career hereafter, his talent level (and, it seems, longevity) make him worth it. 

PF, 6’9, 245lbs, 34 years old, 12 years of experience 

Playing 79 games and picking up his offensive rebounding rate back to the level of his younger days, Lee was effective in his bench role and very good value for a minimum salary player. His per-minute numbers 
were in line with his career to date; only the role was smaller. Shooting a massive 70% at the rim, Lee made shots, rebounded shots, moved the ball, moved off the ball, cut to the basket, found cutters to the basket, 
and did plenty of offset the fact that opponents target him defensively. Turns out it’s not all about wingspan and shooting range.  

SG/SF, 6’6, 195lbs, 27 years old, 2 years of experience 

In a league full of the athletic types, Simmons stands out. One of the few regular purveyors of the chase-down block now that LeBron has stopped doing it, and plenty willing and able to dunk on any tosser any time, 
Simmons thrives on transition opportunities and baseline cuts around post-play, spotting up occasionally, driving close-outs, and being effective offensively without being much of a shooter or without being able to 
dribble in traffic. Let us not confused his memorable year with being a particularly good one, however; his .504% true shooting percentage speaks to his limitations (with a low level of ball skills that has not improved 
much), he does not rebound despite having all the tools to do so, and he is already 27 years old. Still, he does well in his role. And should any team (READ: Brooklyn) fancy throwing a big contract at him in the hope 
that he can improve that handle and become more of a focal-point scorer to go along with some excellent wing defence, then, despite his age, the Arenas rule will apply.  

SG, 6’6, 205lbs, 39 years old, 15 years of experience 

Goose egg, goose egg, goose egg, vintage Manu. Took charges, gambled on defence, went to the glass, spotted up, threaded the needle, and still had a knack for the ridiculous. It mattered not that (occasional driv-
ing dunk aside) he has lost his explosion and his effectiveness at finishing at the basket, nor that he has the stamina of his youth, because he adapted his play to match. A lesson in how to age gracefully, and if that 
should really be it this time, then that was a hell of a ride. 

PG, 6’0, 185lbs, 28 years old, 8 years of experience 

Given the opportunity to be The Man at guard in the postseason after Parker’s injury, and particularly so after Kawhi’s, Mills couldn’t do it. The regular season was a typically Millsian bag of rangy unafraid shooting, 
plenty of running off of the ball around curls, dropping tear-drops, and a reasonably heady floor game when the time comes to play more on the ball, interspersed with little defence, But the postseason showed that 
Mills cannot do much more than that, and is a super back-up not a budding starter. If some team wants to pay starter’s money to him based on his age and usefulness, then let them - albeit with a wildly different 
playing style, Murray can fill the minutes. 
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C, 6’9, 245lbs, 34 years old, 10 years of experience 

A mid-season pick-up and something of an odd one given that he wasn’t needed at the time, nor was he likely to be at any point afterwards. Did the usual Anthony things - catching and dunking occasionally, medio-
cre if not terrible free throw shooting, contests around the rim, mixed in with a random and possibly anomalous 14.4% total rebounding percentage, which, while merely pretty average, is nonetheless a career high in 
his tenth NBA season. In a league going away from the underskilled centres, it will be difficult for Anthony to make the NBA again, especially considering he will be 35 come the start of next season. But kudos to him 
for making it back. 

PF, 6’10, 210lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Managed 808 regular season minutes, 113 playoff ones, and spent only four games on assignment. In that time, he showed pretty much the same package as in his prior Euroleague career prior; an unblockable 
shot, good shooting from the corners and straight-on, no post-up play, cuts rather than drives, no mid-range action, a spindly frame, better than it looks as though he should have shotblocking timing, and absolutely 
terrible rebounding numbers. Work on the strength and the shooting from the wings, while staying healthy, and that’ll do for an eighth man. 

SF, 6’9, 230lbs, 23 years old, 3 years of experience 

Being so cerebral, Anderson was always going to find his way into an NBA rotation, even if he is a bit slow to change direction. Offensively, Anderson has learned to find his spots; the corner threes, the one-dribble 
pull-up straightaway twos, leaking out and cutting off the ball make for some scoring opportunities, which he is pretty good at finding if not so good at making when contested. Defensively, the less explosive the op-
ponent, the better, yet he can compete with them all, and he has proven that he can rebound at the NBA level, which in turn might precipitate a move to the small ball power forward role (where his abilities to handle 
from outside and lead the break become massive mismatch advantages). A player like Anderson will always need a functioning team unit around him on both ends to succeed. Here, he has that. 

SG, 6’3, 190lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Brought in to be a shooting specialist, Forbes never lost confidence in the shot, continuing to get them up even though he hit only 32.1% from three-point range. He might as well have done, because the effective-
ness of his shot is going to be the only thing that can get him into the NBA. An undersized two with no great length or athleticism, who handles the ball little and makes no significant impact on the defensive end, 
Forbes needs to take shots, and he needs to make a lot more than that mark shows that he did. The 45.9% three-point shooting he shot on assignment and the 48.1% mark of his senior season with the Spartans 
suggest it is possible, but in being undersized, it is not an automatic translation to doing this at the NBA level. Other shooting candidates will be available. 

PG/SG, 6’5, 170lbs, 20 years old, 1 year of experience 

Grew throughout the year to the point that he was a key performer come playoff time. The what’s-the-worst-that-can-happen style that Murray played in, best evident in his pressuring defence and aggressive if wild 
forays into the paint, made for a welcome change of pace at the point guard spot that did not otherwise do much defending. Murray was neither trusted with, nor ready for, the half-court management part of the posi-
tion, and his lack of outside shot is an obvious flaw in his skill set currently. Yet with his great size, length, athleticism, ability to disrupt and willingness to change the pace, Murray showed some signs in his rookie 
year. 

SPURS: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
Player Plans - Issues - Other 

https://www.facebook.com/ShamSports/
http://www.twitter.com/MarkDeeksNBA
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-deeks-38bb6b38?trk=hp-identity-name
mailto:admin@shamsports.com?subject=2017%20NBA%20Manifesto
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=915
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1781
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=1981
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3078
http://data.shamsports.com/content/pages/playerProfiles/profileDisplay.jsp?id=3034


2017 NBA Manifesto     c/o Mark Deeks      admin@shamsports.com 

Building Blocks 
 Kawhi Leonard: Three years and circa. $60.3 million remaining, with a player option in the 

final year. Impossibly good.  
 

Decent Pieces 
 Kyle Anderson: One years of rookie scale salary remaining. Extension eligible, but that 

would be a surprise. Ought be given regular minutes at the power forward spot going for-

ward, especially in light of the uncertainty of the futures of all three of the players that were 

ahead of him there. Thereafter, re-evaluate next summer. 

 Dejounte Murray: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Keep and see what he can 

win. 

 Jonathan Simmons: Entering restricted free agency coming off of a minimum salary. The 

Arenas provision applies, but should not be needed - if someone wishes to bid over the MLE 

for a system player with limited skill headed towards 30, let them. 

 Danny Green: Two years with $10 million each remaining, the second being a player op-

tion. What was a steal of a contract has become pretty appropriate in light of his offensive 

regression, and while he will probably play it out, he may have value on the market. 

 Patty Mills: Entering free agency off of a $3,578,948 contract, and would probably like to at 

least double it with an MLE sized deal somewhere. Which is fair enough - this will likely be 

his biggest pay day. But Mills cannot take the starting point guard spot, as opposed to oth-

ers who can on the market (e.g. a return for George Hill), so he is only worth retaining if 

those pursuits strike out. 
 

Jobs for life 
 Tony Parker: One year and $15,453,126 remaining. Not the kind of player that commands 

salaries like that any more, but surely no one disputes that contract.  

 Manu Ginobili: Expiring $14 million contract. Still probably owed money after previous dis-

counts, but cap space comes first now. Some money will surely be found if he wants it, per-

haps via the room MLE. Ideally, though, it would be the minimum - the room MLE might be 

needed elsewhere. If cap space even comes off, that is. 

 

 
 

Uncertain 

 Dewayne Dedmon: Opted out and enters unrestricted free agency. Would be worthy 

of a room MLE deal but it is not a glowing endorsement that he fell out of the rotation 

come season’s end, nor does it make it likely that he will feel too wanted to return, so 

Dedmon seems likely to leave in free agency. (He should join the Cavs.) 

 David Lee: Entering free agency after declining a player option for the minimum, 

knowing full well he can get that again any time. Quite fairly. Should probably join the 

Rockets, but a worthy returnee if he wants, despite injury. 

 LaMarcus Aldridge: Two years and circa $43.81 million remaining, and should be in 

the building blocks column. He is instead listed in this one on account of the fact that 

he doesn’t seem to want to be. 

 Pau Gasol: Has declined a big player option to enter free agency. Found his stride in 

the second half of the regular season, but as a declining asset due to age from here 

on out, he ought to either be brought back on a one year deal with residual cap 

space after avenues are explored, or allowed to go. 

 

Fine If Not Meaningful 

 Davis Bertans: Has a guaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, then 

restricted free agency after that. It would be nice to see him develop more than one 

plus NBA skill, maybe turn that shotblocking skill into something regular, but the one 

skill will do. 

 

Fringe 

 Joel Anthony: Expiring minimum salary contract. Not sure he needed the first one, 

but definitely doesn’t need another.  

 Bryn Forbes: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season. Per-

sonally I would waive him and pursue someone like Jodie Meeks for cheap instead, 

but it would be inoffensive and inconsequential to bring Forbes back for that. 
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TBC 
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Record: 51-31 (third seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .250% (8th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .763 (17th) 

Total rebounding rate: .507% (8th)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .517 (12th)   
Defensive eFG%: .507 (9th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 11.8% (5th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.6% (7th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .233 (1st) 

Defensive FTA per FGA: .223 (24th)  

Points per game: 106.9 (10th) 
Opponents ppg: 102.6 (8th) 
Pace: 94.7 (24th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 112.3 (6th)  
Defensive Rating: 107.8 (11th) 

Average age: 25.6 (25th oldest) 
Average experience: 4.8 years 

Three-point shooting: 36.3% (13th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.4% (12th) 

Head Coach: Dwane Casey 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

DeMar Derozan $26,540,100 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $137,500,000 74 24.0 35.4 27.3 6.7 2.4 2.4 -1.5 0.9 .551 34.3 

Jonas Valanciunas $14,382,023 $15,460,675 $16,539,326 $17,617,976  $64,000,000 80 20.1 25.8 12.0 4.9 3.0 -0.5 -0.1 -0.6 .601 19.5 

DeMarre Carroll $14,200,000 $14,800,000 $15,400,000   $44,400,000 72 11.9 26.1 8.9 1.7 2.1 0.6 0.4 1.0 .531 15.5 

Serge Ibaka $12,250,000     $12,250,000 23 13.8 31.0 14.2 0.4 0.8 -1.5 0.5 -2.1 .556 20.9 

Kyle Lowry $12,000,000     $12,000,000 60 22.9 37.4 22.4 7.8 2.3 7.1 -0.4 6.7 .623 24.9 

Cory Joseph $7,315,000 $7,630,000 $7,945,000   $22,890,000 80 13.2 25.0 9.3 1.7 1.7 -0.4 -0.4 -0.8 .518 18.4 

Patrick Patterson $6,050,000     $6,050,000 65 10.8 24.6 6.8 1.7 1.6 0.5 0.4 0.9 .542 12.5 

P.J. Tucker $5,300,000     $5,300,000 24 10.4 25.4 5.8 0.4 0.9 -0.7 1.9 -1.1 .515 10.9 

Jakob Poeltl $2,703,960 $2,825,640 $2,947,320 $3,754,886 $5,087,670 $12,231,806 54 12.2 11.6 3.1 0.9 0.7 -1.2 0.5 -0.7 .589 12.1 

Lucas Nogueira $1,921,320 $2,947,305 $4,140,964   $4,868,625 57 15.5 19.1 4.4 1.7 2.0 -0.1 5.6 5.4 .682 9.5 

Bruno Caboclo $1,589,640 $2,451,225 $3,512,605   $4,040,865 9 14.6 4.4 1.6 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.8 .438 20.1 

Delon Wright $1,577,280 $1,645,200 $2,536,898 $3,635,375  $5,759,378 27 15.0 16.5 5.6 0.5 0.6 -0.1 1.2 1.1 .535 16.6 

Pascal Siakam $1,196,040 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,351,839 $3,487,777 $6,405,441 55 11.5 15.6 4.2 0.4 1.2 -3.0 1.8 -1.1 .523 13.1 

Norman Powell $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 76 14.0 18.0 8.4 1.4 1.4 -0.4 -1.2 -1.5 .552 21.1 

Fred VanVleet $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 37 10.5 7.9 2.9 -0.1 0.4 -3.1 -0.1 -3.2 .443 20.6 

Brady Heslip * $56,500     $56,500 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yanick Moreira * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

E.J. Singler * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jarrod Uthoff * $50,000     $50,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $108,649,970 $79,596,624 $74,653,470 $51,464,676 $27,739,975 $342,104,715            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Kyle Lowry $12,000,000     $12,000,000 60 22.9 37.4 22.4 7.8 2.3 7.1 -0.4 6.7 .623 24.9 

Cory Joseph $7,315,000 $7,630,000 $7,945,000   $22,890,000 80 13.2 25.0 9.3 1.7 1.7 -0.4 -0.4 -0.8 .518 18.4 

Delon Wright $1,577,280 $1,645,200 $2,536,898 $3,635,375  $5,759,378 27 15.0 16.5 5.6 0.5 0.6 -0.1 1.2 1.1 .535 16.6 

Fred VanVleet $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 37 10.5 7.9 2.9 -0.1 0.4 -3.1 -0.1 -3.2 .443 20.6 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

DeMar Derozan $26,540,100 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $27,739,975 $137,500,000 74 24.0 35.4 27.3 6.7 2.4 2.4 -1.5 0.9 .551 34.3 

Norman Powell $874,636 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,346,018 76 14.0 18.0 8.4 1.4 1.4 -0.4 -1.2 -1.5 .552 21.1 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

DeMarre Carroll $14,200,000 $14,800,000 $15,400,000   $44,400,000 72 11.9 26.1 8.9 1.7 2.1 0.6 0.4 1.0 .531 15.5 

P.J. Tucker $5,300,000     $5,300,000 24 10.4 25.4 5.8 0.4 0.9 -0.7 1.9 -1.1 .515 10.9 

Bruno Caboclo $1,589,640 $2,451,225 $3,512,605   $4,040,865 9 14.6 4.4 1.6 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.8 .438 20.1 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Serge Ibaka $12,250,000     $12,250,000 23 13.8 31.0 14.2 0.4 0.8 -1.5 0.5 -2.1 .556 20.9 

Patrick Patterson $6,050,000     $6,050,000 65 10.8 24.6 6.8 1.7 1.6 0.5 0.4 0.9 .542 12.5 

Pascal Siakam $1,196,040 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $2,351,839 $3,487,777 $6,405,441 55 11.5 15.6 4.2 0.4 1.2 -3.0 1.8 -1.1 .523 13.1 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Jonas Valanciunas $14,382,023 $15,460,675 $16,539,326 $17,617,976  $64,000,000 80 20.1 25.8 12.0 4.9 3.0 -0.5 -0.1 -0.6 .601 19.5 

Lucas Nogueira $1,921,320 $2,947,305 $4,140,964   $4,868,625 57 15.5 19.1 4.4 1.7 2.0 -0.1 5.6 5.4 .682 9.5 

Jakob Poeltl $2,703,960 $2,825,640 $2,947,320 $3,754,886 $5,087,670 $12,231,806 54 12.2 11.6 3.1 0.9 0.7 -1.2 0.5 -0.7 .589 12.1 
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Contract notes: 
 
Fred VanVleet: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 20th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Norman Powell: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until June 29th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $76,812,631 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced.  
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
OG Anunoby (#23 pick): $1,645,200 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $84,417,061 

Max cap room:  $18,910,939 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$109 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
None. 

 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Nando de Colo: $1,901,900 
Jason Thompson: $980,431 
  
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade exception: $328,000 (expires February 23rd 2018) 

 
 

Combined total: $111,860,301 

Proximity to cap: $17,717,301 over 

Proximity to tax: $4,200,070 under 

 
(NB: VanVleet’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for tax purposes) 

Contract notes: 

 
Fred VanVleet: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 20th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Norman Powell: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until June 29th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $79,596,624 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Serge Ibaka: $18,375,000 
Kyle Lowry: $18,000,000 
Patrick Patterson: $11,495,000 
P.J. Tucker: $10,070,000 
Nando de Colo: $1,901,900 
Jason Thompson: $1,471,382 
OG Anunoby (#23 pick): $1,645,200 

 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade exception: $328,000 (expires February 23rd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $154,579,106 

Proximity to cap: $55,579,106 over 

Proximity to tax: $39,244,605 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: VanVleet’s $1,312,611 contract counts as $1,471,382 for tax purpos-
es) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

DeeAndre Hulett - 46th pick, 2000 
Long since retired. 

 

DeAndre Daniels - 37th pick, 2014 
Professional career is off to a slow start, missing most of 2015-16 due to injury and dropping to 
the Italian second division this season. There is still NBA potential as an athlete, spot-up shoot-
er and lengthy defender if he can stay healthy, but his career being disjointed thus far has not 
seen him develop any. [LATE UPDATE: Rights renounced.] 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

2018 second round pick from Orlando or L.A. Lakers; no protection. Orlando owns its own 
2018 second round picks as well as one from the Lakers, and will give the less favourable one 
to Toronto via a third deal, thereby keeping the more  favourable one. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2018 second round pick to Phoenix; no protection 

 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: OG Anunoby (#23) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

 

• Not likely to have cap room.  

• They could in theory have $218910,939 of it, but that would mean losing Lowry and Ibaka. 
Lowry means no cap room, and cap room means no Lowry. Same with Ibaka. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

If the team does not have cap room, there will technically be a trade exception that can be 
used, albeit one negligibly small and redundant. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the combined $5,398,530 expiring salaries of Nogueira and 
Caboclo (potentially more depending on the statuses of Joseph, Poeltl, Wright, Siakam, Powell 
and VanVleet, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $2,783,993 combined un-
guaranteed salaries of Powell and VanVleet (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), 
and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax pay-
er MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Ibaka, Patterson, Tucker and Lowry can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the 
maximum salary for up to five years. Thompson and de Colo cannot be signed and traded. NB: 
BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or 
over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Should he try to return to the NBA - which is unlikely - the Arenas Rule will apply to de Colo’s 
free agency. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. However, there will not likely 
be any cap space, nor is anyone eligible. 

• Carroll and Joseph are eligible for veteran extensions after July 9th. Powell will be eligible for 
one after July 15th. Nogueira and Caboclo will be eligible for rookie scale extensions. 
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C, 7’0, 265lbs, 25 years old, 5 years of experience 

As the NBA moves away from Valanciunas-style players, and as the frustrating aspects of his game (namely, his inability to see anything other than the basket when posting up and being too slow to react) perpetu-
ate, Valanciunas is in a bind. He has developed nicely as a post-up player and interior lump who rebounds well on both ends, and who, as his playoff showdown with Channing Frye showed, can get back on the 
interior what he gives up on the perimeter. Yet Toronto need to speed up and get less expensive, thus Valanciunas is in the wrong place. The NBA still requires quality post players, and Valanciunas is that. But his 
role in the future is to be more like that of a Robin Lopez-type than a piece of the future type, and it is unclear where that future will even be. 

PF, 6’10, 235lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

Brought in to shore up the power forward position hitherto occupied by committee, Ibaka did what he was brought in to do, aside from a dip in his outside shooting in the playoffs. Notwithstanding the concerns about 
his declining rebounding, declining interior defence, advancing age (he isn’t old, but he will be soon) and how much it will cost to keep him on a budget that is not limitless, not retaining Ibaka this summer will mean 
once again needing to find a player like Ibaka. He will have resale value down the road, too, and a four year $80 million deal is feasible for his services, even if that means overpayment in the back end. 

SF, 6’8, 215lbs, 30 years old, 8 years of experience 

Injuries robbed him of his first season with the team, and yet in the second one, he looked no better. The defender, cutter and spotter that was Hawks-era Carroll is not here. Carroll still makes good reads defensive-
ly and racks up the steals, but he also gets caught slipping and is very beatable on the perimeter by any opponent with speed, while despite an increase in his three-point rate (career high .583), his three-point per-
centage is down (34.1%). Both of these will have something to do with his shot selection, which also tumbled. Put it this way – if Carroll had provided what it was thought that he would, Tucker wouldn’t have been 
needed.  

SG, 6’7, 221lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

PG, 6’0, 205lbs, 31 years old, 11 years of experience 

The fact that Joseph did such a solid job filling in when Lowry was out may make Lowry seem less important or good than he is. That would be a shame. Having pretty much completely changed his game from the 
reckless-abandon underskilled athletic specimen of his youth, Lowry has become one of the league’s best shooters, hitting 41.2% on nearly eight attempts per game, leading the team with his pull-ups and drives. 
The cost of re-signing him will be very large, and he won’t be this good when he is 35 at the end of the (presumed) four year deal. Injuries, too, are a legitimate concern; there seems to always be something. The 
declining defence is also not to be ignored. But he near-enough will be this good again at 32 and a half, and that’s worth paying for. 

Derozan has become one of the best isolation players in the game, scoring an awful lot of points on a career high .552% shooting percentage this past season. It is to his credit that, instead of changing his game to 
fit in with the league around him, he just got better at what he does best to the point that the represents a unique challenge to defences, with his floaters, isolations, drives and ability to get a shred of space in the mid
-range going against what is supposed to be the norm now. With that said, however, there are aspects of DeRozan's game that do need to improve. Not so much for his individual legacy and performance as it does 
for his team’s overall health. He really needs to space the floor from three, especially if Valanciunas stays, to diversify and expand the team offence that can get stuck without Lowry. He needs to learn to pass out of 
the attention he now draws defensively (and to be fair, he did seem to get better at this). Yet most importantly of all, he must become a defender. There is not much to excuse that not having happened yet. 
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C, 7’0, 241lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

Given the first big minutes of his career, Nogueira started well, then wobbled, and eventually got benched. At his best, Nogueira was a shot blocker, athlete, lob threat and surprisingly good high post passer, who 
lacks the physicality to rebound or the skill to make much other than the point-blank shot (the three made three-pointers an anomaly that lie about his overall shooting percentage on jump shots of 21.7%), but he 
does a few select things on the NBA court very well. It’s weird, then, that the team went away from that. If he can shore up his weaknesses in his skill set, learn to defend the perimeter and get more experience, they 
won’t be able to bench him again. 

PF, 6’9, 230lbs, 28 years old, 7 years of experience 

Needing a bounce-back season after seeing all his numbers drop in 2015-16, Patterson instead posted pretty much exactly the same season, save for upping his three-point rate to .659%. Patterson shot 37.2% 
from three-point range despite missing every three-pointer he took (or so it felt at times), and he does less and less offensively other than this every season. On the plus side, although the enthusiasm for rebounding 
remains down on his early-career standards, Patterson does a decent job defending players such as himself as well as switching down onto the occasional five; on the down side, Patterson lost all confidence at the 
end of the year and was a non-factor in the playoffs. He is needed if Ibaka is not retained. He is not if Ibaka is. 

SG/SF, 6’6, 245lbs, 32 years old, 6 years of experience 

Brought in to shore up the perimeter defence at the forward positions, Tucker did a very good job of keeping players in front, being physical and guarding the post. He gave up some threes in the process, but he did 
the job that was asked of him defensively, along with crashing the board and spotting up from outside fairly well (from the corners and straight-in, at least). Entering free agency, money is needed elsewhere, and 
Carroll at his best minimises Tucker’s role. Perhaps even Anunoby can fill it. But for cheap, Tucker is a good candidate to re-sign. 

SG, 6’4, 215lbs, 24 years old, 2 years of experience 

Powell had an excellent year, punctuated by a particularly excellent playoff run. He earned his way into higher and higher spots in the rotation as the year went on with his aggressive, tough defence, and with his 
frenetic offensive pace. Powell’s shot was streaky all year; indeed, Powell’s everything was streaky all year, including the defence towards the end. But when on the good half of those streaks, he is a very good NBA 
player. It is a blessing that he has one more season of minimum salary remaining, but make sure there is some money available to keep him around afterwards. 

PG, 6’3, 193lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experience 

Joseph improved slightly on all his numbers from last season, small but measurable improvements across the board that speak to the solid job he did filling in for an injured Lowry. Without any one clear-cut strength, 
Joseph made for a good back-up option by virtue of his all-around game, headiness and discipline. Driving to the basket, finishing well for his size, shooting a good two-point pull-up, occasionally catching and shoot-
ing from three, aggressively trying to keep tabs defensively with those both bigger and faster than him, and working the offence without thriving in it, Joseph has become a plenty solid back-up point guard, further 
buoyed here by being Canadian. 
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C, 7’0, 248lbs, 21 years old, 1 year of experience 

His rookie season was pretty much the rookie season that was expected of him; decent rebounding, bad foul shooting, decent effort, lots of fouls. A pure post player offensively, Poeltl already looks wise defensively, 
who rotates well and steps up well for a big rookie. Poeltl needs to develop his skill level offensively beyond just being an offensive rebounder and That One Time He Dunked On The Break, beginning but not limited 
to developing a free throw stroke. But time is on his side, and so is that defensive IQ.  

PF, 6’9, 230lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Siakam started for the majority of the first half of his rookie season, until Ibaka was brought in, yet struggled in the role. While he projects as an interior defender with his length and athleticism, Siakam was overpow-
ered at times and intimidated at others in his NBA outings, and needs to improve the strength in his core while cutting down the fouls. Offensively, he was limited to being a finisher, often off of lobs, but showing 
some touch on the hook shots and hitting enough mid-range jump shots to be projectable in that area. Again, though, he needs to get tougher, welcome the contact, finish through it, and go to the glass. Siakam had 
a run-out, showed some signs, showed some limitations, and now needs to go and work on them. 

SF, 6’9, 218lbs, 21 years old, 3 years of experience 

Three years in, and still with only 106 minutes to show for it at the NBA level. The 35 games he spent on assignment with the 905 went pretty much exactly the same way the 37 he spent there last year did; that is to 
say, not very well. Bruno is now 22 and there are better 22 year olds out there. It would be one thing to have shown some signs, but who can forthrightly say that has happened? 

PG, 6’5, 183lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Partly due to injury and partly due to rotational decisions, Wright has only played 54 games and 775 minutes in two seasons, many of which have been garbage time, and yet he has been very good in them. The 
defensive end is his best end, and he blocks and deflects like the wing defensive specialist that he isn’t. Big for a point, Wright is a pest on that end already, and now needs his offence to catch up. 

PG, 6’0, 195lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

VanVleet didn’t play much for the big league club. When he did, he took 111 shots to score 107 points, a testament to the limitations he will always have in this area at the NBA level, especially around the basket. He 
will also have limitations defensively due to the same size disadvantage, combined with a lack of length and athleticism. So with this in mind, if he cannot shoot over defences or slow down the bigger, quicker oppo-
nents he will go against every night, it might not matter how high his IQ is or how steady of a hand he has at the point guard position. 
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Building Blocks 
 Kyle Lowry: Listed here on this somewhat arbitrary but hopefully thought-provoking list as a 

building block despite being a free agent on the other side of 30 on account of the fact that, 

if he goes, the narrowly-open window closes for good. 

 DeMar Derozan: Four years and $110,960,000 remaining, with a player option in the last 

year. It’s a lot of money to a player who is not that well rounded. But a few more 27 points 

per game seasons will assuage that. 

 

Good Pieces 
 Norman Powell: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, which is a 

very easy one to keep. Restricted free agency after that, though, which will be less easy. 

 

Decent Pieces 
 Jakob Poeltl: Three years of rookie scale salary left. Keep, especially for when Valanciunas 

departs. 

 Lucas Nogueira: One year of rookie scale salary left. Extension eligible, but has not been 

reliable enough to merit that kind of talk. Is a useful and potentially very useful back-up big, 

however, so keep him. And keep him in the rotation this time. 

 Delon Wright: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Could make Joseph expendable 

for value down the road, but does not seem likely to win the spot outright. 

 Pascal Siakam: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining, and worth keeping and devel-

oping. 

 P.J. Tucker: Entering free agency off of a $5.3 million contract, which is the right sort of 

price for a couple of years to a player of his calibre and age. This is fair even with the addi-

tion of Anunoby. 

 Cory Joseph: Two years and a combined $14,575,000 remaining, with a player option for 

the final year. Despite his very solid play and Canadianness, it might be worth dealing him if 

Lowry re-signs, partly because the money might be needed elsewhere and partly because, if 

he opts out, he’s likely walking, thus a decent asset walks with him. 

Trade Chips 

 Jonas Valanciunas: Three years and circa. $49.6 million remaining, with the final year 

as a player option. It’s not a bad price for a talented player. It is however a fairly hefty 

price for an increasingly obsolete player who may need a change of scenery. Likely to 

be moved, and could represent good value to whoever receives him, as long as they 

can cater for his flaws. 

 DeMarre Carroll: Two years and a combined $30.2 million remaining, all guaranteed 

with no options. It has become a bad contract, but hopefully, with a bounce-back year 

next year, it can be moved or allowed to play out. Considering the needs to re-sign 

both Ibaka and Lowry, one of he or Valanciunas will surely be on the move if they 

manage it, and perhaps both. 

 

Uncertain 

 Serge Ibaka: Entering unrestricted free agency and undoubtedly seeking a pay rise on 

his $12.25 million previous salary. Seems willing to re-sign, and a four year, $80 mil-

lion pact seems fair. However, it should probably decline over its lifespan rather than 

increase, for that is what is happening with his level of play.   

 Patrick Patterson: Entering free agency off of a $6.05 million contract that he once 

looked like outgrowing, but that, given his struggles and inconsistency of the last two 

years, now looks about right. Useful, but not invaluable, and only an asset with resale 

value if the contract to bring him back is suitably sized.  

 

Fringe 

 Fred VanVleet: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next season, and 

given that he is fourth on the point guard depth chart, staying fourth on the point guard 

depth chart and a marginal NBA talent, there seems to be no reason to guarantee it. 

 Bruno Caboclo: One year of rookie scale salary left. The option has long been exer-

cised, so he might as well play it out. But if he again cannot be trusted to take the NBA 

floor and complete with at least Anunoby for minutes, then enough must be enough.  
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Record: 51-31 (fifth seed) 

Offensive rebounding rate: .232 (16th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .789 (4th) 

Total rebounding rate: .518% (3rd)  
 

Offensive eFG%: .526 (8th)   
Defensive eFG%: .493 (3rd) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 13.2% (23rd) 
Defensive TO percentage: 11.8% (25th)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .215 (12th) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .195 (9th)  

Points per game: 100.7 (28th) 
Opponents ppg: 96.8 (1st) 
Pace: 91.6 (30th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 109.6 (12th)  
Defensive Rating: 105.3 (3rd) 

Average age: 26.5 (11th oldest) 
Average experience: 5.8 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.2% (9th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 35.8% (17th) 

Head Coach: Quin Snyder 

http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#pace
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#off_rtg
http://www.basketball-reference.com/about/glossary.html#def_rtg
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Gordon Hayward $16,073,140 $16,736,710    $32,809,850 73 22.2 34.5 21.9 7.1 3.3 .4.2 0.0 4.2 .595 27.6 

Derrick Favors $11,050,000 $12,000,000    $23,050,000 50 15.8 23.7 9.5 0.5 2.2 -2.4 2.3 -0.1 .512 20.7 

Joe Johnson $11,000,000 $10,505,000    $21,505,000 78 12.8 23.6 9.2 1.7 2.1 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 .542 18.5 

Alec Burks $10,154,495 $10,845,506 $11,536,515   $32,536,516 42 11.6 15.5 6.7 -0.1 0.9 -3.3 -0.9 -4.2 .501 22.7 

George Hill $8,000,000     $8,000,000 49 19.3 31.5 16.9 4.0 1.9 3.8 -0.3 3.6 .599 23.5 

Boris Diaw $7,000,000 $7,500,000    $14,500,000 73 9.0 17.6 4.6 -0.1 1.2 -2.7 -0.2 -2.9 .494 15.6 

Dante Exum $3,940,320 $4,992,385 $6,619,903   $8,932,705 66 8.6 18.6 6.2 -0.1 1.3 -2.0 -0.5 -2.5 .521 18.1 

Shelvin Mack $2,433,334     $2,433,334 55 10.9 21.9 7.8 -0.1 1.5 -1.7 0.1 -1.8 .518 19.6 

Joe Ingles $2,150,000 $2,687,500    $2,150,000 82 12.4 24.0 7.1 2.0 3.0 0.9 1.8 2.7 .604 13.9 

Rudy Gobert $2,121,287 $21,224,719 $22,741,573 $24,258,427 $25,775,281 $96,121,287 81 23.3 33.9 14.0 8.3 6.0 1.4 4.5 5.8 .682 16.7 

Rodney Hood $1,406,520 $2,386,864 $3,472,887   $3,793,384 59 12.4 27.0 12.7 0.7 1.9 -0.3 -0.9 -1.2 .522 22.9 

Jeff Withey $1,015,696     $1,015,696 51 18.8 8.5 2.9 1.0 0.9 -1.2 2.7 1.5 .588 14.9 

Raul Neto $937,800 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,409,182 40 10.7 8.7 2.5 0.2 0.6 -1.7 1.4 -0.3 .527 14.8 

Joel Bolomboy $600,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,457,562 12 19.7 4.4 1.8 0.1 0.1 -1.3 0.5 -0.8 .590 18.2 

Marcus Paige * $125,000     $125,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Quincy Ford * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Henry Sims * $75,000     $75,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $78,157,592 $88,975,177 $35,823,039 $24,258,427 $25,775,281 $252,989,516            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

George Hill $8,000,000     $8,000,000 49 19.3 31.5 16.9 4.0 1.9 3.8 -0.3 3.6 .599 23.5 

Shelvin Mack $2,433,334     $2,433,334 55 10.9 21.9 7.8 -0.1 1.5 -1.7 0.1 -1.8 .518 19.6 

Raul Neto $937,800 $1,471,382 $1,839,228   $2,409,182 40 10.7 8.7 2.5 0.2 0.6 -1.7 1.4 -0.3 .527 14.8 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rodney Hood $1,406,520 $2,386,864 $3,472,887   $3,793,384 59 12.4 27.0 12.7 0.7 1.9 -0.3 -0.9 -1.2 .522 22.9 

Dante Exum $3,940,320 $4,992,385 $6,619,903   $8,932,705 66 8.6 18.6 6.2 -0.1 1.3 -2.0 -0.5 -2.5 .521 18.1 

Alec Burks $10,154,495 $10,845,506 $11,536,515   $32,536,516 42 11.6 15.5 6.7 -0.1 0.9 -3.3 -0.9 -4.2 .501 22.7 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Gordon Hayward $16,073,140 $16,736,710    $32,809,850 73 22.2 34.5 21.9 7.1 3.3 .4.2 0.0 4.2 .595 27.6 

Joe Johnson $11,000,000 $10,505,000    $21,505,000 78 12.8 23.6 9.2 1.7 2.1 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 .542 18.5 

Joe Ingles $2,150,000 $2,687,500    $2,150,000 82 12.4 24.0 7.1 2.0 3.0 0.9 1.8 2.7 .604 13.9 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Derrick Favors $11,050,000 $12,000,000    $23,050,000 50 15.8 23.7 9.5 0.5 2.2 -2.4 2.3 -0.1 .512 20.7 

Boris Diaw $7,000,000 $7,500,000    $14,500,000 73 9.0 17.6 4.6 -0.1 1.2 -2.7 -0.2 -2.9 .494 15.6 

Joel Bolomboy $600,000 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,457,562 12 19.7 4.4 1.8 0.1 0.1 -1.3 0.5 -0.8 .590 18.2 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Rudy Gobert $2,121,287 $21,224,719 $22,741,573 $24,258,427 $25,775,281 $96,121,287 81 23.3 33.9 14.0 8.3 6.0 1.4 4.5 5.8 .682 16.7 

Jeff Withey $1,015,696     $1,015,696 51 18.8 8.5 2.9 1.0 0.9 -1.2 2.7 1.5 .588 14.9 
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Contract notes: 
 
Gordon Hayward: Has a $16,736,710 player option. Declined. 
Boris Diaw: Fully unguaranteed $7.5 million until July 15th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Waived. 
Raul Neto: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Waived. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $63,267,085 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced.  
Two roster charges of $815,615 each 
Donovan Mitchell (#13 pick): $2,621,280 
Tony Bradley (#28 pick): $1,414,920 
 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
  
Room exception: $4,328,000 
  
 

Combined total: $73,262,515 

Max cap room:  $30,065,485 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99million and luxury tax value of 
$109 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Rudy Gobert: due to the fact he signed a rookie scale contract exten
-sion, were he to be traded before July 1st (i.e. before the extension 
starts), his trade value for the receiving team would be the average 
of all of his remaining contract years (i.e. his current year as well as 
all the years of the extension), whereas his outgoing salary would 
still be the same. Therefore, in trade math, his outgoing salary would 
be $2,121,287, whereas his incoming salary would be $19,224,257. 
 

Boris Diaw: Cannot be traded to San Antonio until after the morato-

rium. 

 
Gordon Hayward (if he opts in): Has a 15% trade kicker. 
 
 
 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 

 
 

Combined total: $78,157,592 

Proximity to cap: $15,985,408 over 

Proximity to tax: $35,129,408 under 

 

Contract notes: 

 
Gordon Hayward: Has a $16,736,710 player option. Exercised. 
Boris Diaw: Fully unguaranteed $7.5 million until July 15th, there-
after fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Raul Neto: Fully unguaranteed $1,471,382 until January 10th, 
thereafter fully guaranteed. Kept and guaranteed. 
Gordon Hayward (if he opts in): Has a 15% trade kicker. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $88,975,177 

 
 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
George Hill: $15,200,000 
Shelvin Mack: $4,623,335 
Joe Ingles: $4,085,000 
Jeff Withey: $1,471,382 
Donovan Mitchell (#13 pick): $2,621,280 
Tony Bradley (#28 pick): $1,414,920 
 
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $130,087,094 

Proximity to cap: $31,087,094 over 

Proximity to tax: $29,583,423 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 
Peter Fehse - 49th pick, 2002 

Long since retired. 
 
Mario Austin - 36th pick, 2003 

Seems to be retired. Would not be relevant from an NBA perspective any longer even if he has-
n’t. 

 
Ante Tomic - 44th pick, 2008 

An NBA calibre centre who, given how well he is doing in the Euroleague, does not have an 
awful lot of incentive to become one. 

 
Shan Foster - 51st pick, 2008 

Long since retired. 
 
Tyrone Wallace - 60th pick, 2016 

A reasonable rookie season in the D-League did not see him improve his perpetually poor 
shooting consistency any. If he can at least spot up better and excel on defence - which he 
should, being that big and long - his otherwise scrappy and inconsistent offensive game could 
take a back seat to an Iman Shumpert-like role. It would be a good idea to go back to the Salt 
Lake City Stars. 

 
 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 
2018 first round pick from Oklahoma City; top 14 protected up to and including 2020. If not con-

veyed by then, Oklahoma City’s 2020 and 2021 second round picks will be conveyed instead.  
2021 second round pick from Washington; no protection. 
2022 second round pick from San Antonio; no protection. 
 
 
 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 
None 
 
 
 

2017 Draft picks: Donovan Mitchell (#13), Tony Bradley (#28), Nigel Williams-
Goss (#55) 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Might have cap room. Up to $30,065,485 of it, as above. 

• However, cap room means no Hayward. And, barring a huge amount of reshuffling, Hayward 
means no cap room. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room ex-
ception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises).  

 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), the combined $29,884,249 expiring salaries of Favors, Johnson, 
Exum and Hood (potentially more depending on the statuses of Hayward, Diaw, Lyles, Bolom-
boy and Neto, all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), the $8,971,382 combined un-
guaranteed salaries of Neto and Diaw (pursuant to aforementioned guarantee dates), and the 
ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax payer 
MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Hill, Mack, Ingles and, if he declines his option, Hayward can be signed and traded to a con-
tract starting at up to the maximum salary for up to five years. Withey can be signed and traded 
to a contract starting at up to 104.5% of the average salary ($8,826,300) for up to four years. 
NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing 
at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. The only ones eligible, howev-
er, are Hayward (if he opts in), Favors (immediately) and Burks (after 31st October). 

• Hayward (if he opts in), Burks, Diaw (if not waived) and Favors are also eligible for a veteran 
extension immediately. Neto will be eligible for one after July 9th. Exum and Hood will be eligi-
ble for rookie scale extensions. 

JAZZ: Salary cap - Draft - Players  
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C, 7’1, 245lbs, 25 years old, 4 years of experience 

Didn’t win the Defensive Player of the Year award. Should have done. Gobert is a ridiculous defensive centre, able to cover ground on all areas of the court with his length and footwork better than…well, possibly 
anyone before him. The .682% true shooting percentage and 21.8% rebounding percentage don’t go amiss, either. 

PF/C, 6’10, 265lbs, 25 years old, 7 years of experience 

Bit of a down year for Favors, not helped by injuries, but in which his numbers fell across the board. After improving in each of the first six years of his career, Favors blocked far fewer shots than before, grabbed 
fewer offensive rebounds and shot only a .512% true shooting percentage. He shot far worse around the basket (down to 48% from 61%), and got to the line far less, losing his explosion in the open court and on 
pick-and-rolls due to the bad wheel it took all of the regular season to recover from. When healthy, Favors can play the four or five spots in today’s NBA, able to keep up on the perimeter while still playing better 
around the rim on both ends, catching and shooting from the mid-range a bit on top of that. But it’s a package that relies upon explosion, which relies upon health. 

SF, 6’8, 226lbs, 27 years old, 7 years of experience 

Hayward’s points per game has gone up in each of the seven years of his career, this year scoring over 20 points per game for the first time, doing so on a .595% true shooting percentage and a 27.6% usage rate. 
Shooting 40.0% from three-point range and 69.1% at the rim is an excellent combination, particularly given his ability to get from one to other, and although his efficiency in all the areas in between those was worse, 
Hayward’s ability to create these looks off the dribble, screens and cuts was the lynchpin of the team’s offensive playbook. But as good as he has become, he is not worth the $200 million+ that the Designated Vet-
eran Player Extension would pay him. Regular max, yes, but that’s too much. 

SG/SF, 6’8, 206lbs, 24 years old, 3 years of experience 

Rather than breaking out, Hood posted pretty much exactly the same some of season as the two before it. He shot pretty much the same shots on pretty much the same efficiency. That said, he was off to a good 
start until being slowed by injuries, eventually losing his starting spot. 84.4% of Hood’s shot attempts are jump shots, with an overall shooting percentage on jumpers of 36.1%, and they mostly come from three-point 
range, on which he shoots 35.7%. There’s not much else on defence save for the occasional hook shot off a short drive, and the defence is unremarkable, his metrics being buoyed by having Gobert clean up behind 
him. With health next season, and a bit more consistency, maybe Hood can break out. 

PG, 6’3, 188lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

The only problem with Hill’s season was the injuries. Hill managed only 49 regular season games and missed time in the playoffs, and with him out, the Jazz had no chance. That speaks partly to the struggles of the 
players behind him, but also to Hill’s efficiencies and abilities. On minimal dribbles, Hill scores efficiently and in a variety of ways, be it shots around the basket or on corner threes, a very snug fit in the Jazz’s deliber-
ate offence that allows (and is designed) for an off-ball point. His defence also blends in precisely with what they do on that end. So while it is about to get expensive, re-signing Hill to a $20 million+ per annum deal 
is worth it. If they were not prepared to pay the cost to keep him, they ought not to have brought him in. 
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SG/SF/PF, 6’7, 240lbs, 35 years old, 16 years of experience 

Not able to get all the way to the rim any longer, Johnson’s game is either catch-and-shoot three-pointers, or mid-range jump shots and floats, both areas at which he is quite good in. The off-the-dribble or fall-away 
mid-ranger is not hugely inefficient; it is however hard to guard, and a reliable option in the half court. Johnson was a reliable piece of veteran savvy, and the career-low numbers are more representative of a re-
duced role born out of aging than anything else. Iso Joe can still get his, and in the playoffs too if needs be. 

PF, 6’8, 250lbs, 35 years old, 14 years of experience 

Diaw is pretty slow by this point, and his numbers across the board were his worst since his rookie season. His transition defence was a problem, he did not defend the rim, he did not spot up well, and offensively his 
own scoring is now next to nothing. Luckily, the ability to read defences out of pick-and-roll plays and from the post do not decline like foot speed does. Diaw is still savvy, and while he should move into a deep 
bench role hereafter, he has one to play given the way he reads the court. 

SF, 6’8, 226lbs, 29 years old, 3 years of experience 

Durable and reliable, Ingles has become one of the best three-point shooters in the league by percentage, if not by degree of difficulty. Ingles’s steady diet of spot-ups, extra passes, secondary ball handling, timely 
drives and defensive grind make him a very good role player, who plays within his limits and picks his spots. As everyone gets injured around him, or struggles with their consistency, Ingles comes in and does his 
thing with remarkable consistency and a high IQ. In not being very fast, Ingles’s upside is not much beyond that which he is already doing, but in doing what he is already doing, Ingles’s value to any team is high. 

PG/SG, 6’6, 190lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

Better than his rookie season, but still not doing much offensively. Exum takes a lot of spot-ups (all but two made three-pointers were assisted), but also misses a lot of them, shooting sub-30% from outside. Entirely 
eschewing the mid-range game is wise, but for all his athleticism, Exum is not able to get to the rim at the NBA level at will; it takes a slightly open door or transition to do so. Nevertheless, Exum was more aggres-
sive this season, and that aggressiveness is what yields results, particularly on the defensive end, where he could be seen to improve as the season went along. Becoming an athletic, defensively-driven, drive-and-
kick type with good handles and some spot-up ability is still within reach, but he needs to stop looking lost on offence so often. 

PG, 6’3, 203lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Last season for Mack was marked by inconsistency, especially in a tendency to try and play Heroball. Sometimes, it worked – big for his position and a decent shot-maker, Mack would sometimes be a key offensive 
cog of the bench, making plays out of the pick-and-roll, getting into the paint and finishing with strength rather than explosion. But more often than not, it didn’t. Mack made costly turnovers, often unforced, and was a 
weak point in the defence all season long. He also shot only 30.8% from three-point range, an area of his game that has not really grown throughout his career. The future of the point guard position is in question, 
but Mack is not the answer. 
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C, 7’0, 231lbs, 27 years old, 4 years of experience 

Even if his offensive skill has not expanded beyond the occasional post finish and the very occasional baseline jump shot, Withey has improved his rebounding rate in each of his four years in the league, and he 
does a decent job of being a cheap Gobert-lite on the interior defence. He absolutely cannot guard the perimeter and recover like Gobert can, nor screen-and-roll or post-up, but he does a limited role pretty well. 

PF, 6’9, 235lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Barely played in the big league, but was a dominant D-League rebounder, where his combination of athleticism, strength, length and effort is not easily replicated. Rebounding generally translates, and there is little 
reason not to believe that, given a run-out at the NBA level, Bolomboy could not just as easily be an athletic, aggressive rebounding presence, who uses said physical tools on defence and offence as well. His skills 
need developing (although they aren’t that raw), and he needs a lot of experience, yet playing him in the rotation would mean getting pretty much the opposite of playing Boris Diaw. Which has its merits. 

PG/SG/SF, 6’6, 214lbs, 25 years old, 6 years of experi-
Burks had a third consecutive season riddled with injury, having played only 100 regular season games over the last three. This alone makes him unreliable, and his place in the rotation has been filled, meaning that 
during the times he is available, Burks has to fit in around an established rotation. His flexibility is beneficial here – Burks’s quality handle in a body type able to play both shooting guard and small forward makes him 
quite pliable in that regard. But the injuries seem to have taken away the finishing ability at the rim, and the defence, and (this year at least) the spot-up shooting. The prime, healthy Burks was a utility guy who could 
get his own off the dribble, handle if you needed, spot-up adequately, defend multiple positions, and bail out bad possessions with some great drives and finishes. He needs to get back to that. 

PG, 6’1, 179lbs, 25 years old, 2 years of experience 

Not a particularly good sophomore year for Neto, who lost his place in the starting line-up, then the rotation in general, and who was seemingly limited to bringing the ball up and camping outside the three-point line, 
driving when the seas part, rather than making anything happen. This is not how he made his name, and nor is it what he is best at, but the aggressiveness is not there at the NBA level. Defensively, maybe; despite 
not being the quickest or the longest, Neto moves his feet and tries to stay in front, an aggressive nuisance when called upon. But offensively, he is being careful not creative, and the direct by-product of that is that 
he is just not doing much. 
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Building Blocks 

 Gordon Hayward: Entering free agency and a coveted player. It will take a max to keep 

him, and yet as good and important as Hayward is, he is not worth the full max. Then again, 

we said that last time, and it all worked out great. Keeping Hayward and Hill keeps this team 

relevant, and only a move or two away, for the foreseeable future. 

 Rudy Gobert: Begins his $94 million extension this summer. Best centre in the game, and 

he won’t even be getting the max. Tremendous. 

 George Hill: Entering unrestricted free agency off of only an $8 million contract. With Paul 

off the market now, Hill could become coveted, but he needs to be kept. Hopefully it costs 

closer to $80 million rather than $100 million to do so, More than that would be too much, 

although the lack of options to replace him are noted and do affect his price. 
 

Good Pieces 

 Derrick Favors: One year and $12 million remaining. Notwithstanding that he is coming off 

a down year, and an injury affected one, Favors is a good player on a good contract and a 

decent fit both alongside and behind Gobert, who should be kept around as such, especially 

with his well-timed free agency next summer. 

 

Decent Pieces 

 Joe Johnson: One year and $10,505,000 remaining. Let him play it out while grooming long 

term options for his spot 

 Joe Ingles: Entering free agency, with the fact that he is to be restricted a bonus. As useful 

as Slo Mo Joe is, if someone wants to give him more than the non-taxpayer MLE for his ser-

vices, let them - he can be replaced internally, if not identically, with resources needed else-

where. 

 Rodney Hood: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Also extension eligible. If he will 

take an MLE-sized extension, gladly do so, but it doesn’t seem likely that he would. In which 

case, set him the challenge to prove himself as an all-around player. 

 Dante Exum: One year of rookie scale salary remaining. Extension eligible, but has 

not merited that. Should take Mack’s role, not because he has especially shown he 

can run an NBA half-court offence, but because he needs to start learning how to. Af-

ter a year of that, see how the land lies before committing to re-signing. 

 

Trade Chips 

 Alec Burks: Two years and circa. $22.4 million remaining, without options. For a 

healthy and productive Alec Burks, that’s a good price, but we need to see a healthy 

and productive Alec Burks again first. The rotation at the positions he plays has gotten 

very full, and while his contract outlasts Johnson’s, he is not going to redeem his value 

if he cannot stay healthy and/or get regular minutes. A movable contract that might 

need moving, barring a big comeback. 

 

Fine But Not Meaningful 

 Shelvin Mack: Expiring $2,433,334 contract. Not sure if this is the place for him. Ex-

um, Mitchell and (if he returns) Burks probably push him out of the door. Neither of 

those three are strictly point guards. Then again, neither was Mack. 

 Jeff Withey: Expiring minimum salary contract. Has now spent four years in the 

league, all on minimum salaries. Would be worthy of year five at the same price. 

 Raul Neto: Has an unguaranteed minimum salary contract for next year, final year. 

Worth keeping around on it, but not looking like a rotation player, which feels odd to 

say about a player only one year removed from being a 53 game starter. 

 Joel Bolomboy: Three years of rookie scale salary remaining. Give him some of Di-

aw’s minutes and watch him establish himself as a Faried-type. [I’m a fan.] 

 

Fringe 

 Boris Diaw: Has an unguaranteed $7.5 million deal. No reason to keep him around for 

that much, and at this point, Diaw is a minimum or near-minimum player only. 
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Record: 49-33 (fourth seed) 

Points per game: 109.2 (5th) 
Opponents ppg: 107.4 (21st) 
Pace: 97.3 (11th) 
 

Offensive Rating: 111.2 (7th)  
Defensive Rating: 109.3 (20th) 

Average age: 25.8 (21st oldest) 
Average experience: 4.9 years 

Three-point shooting: 37.2% (8th) 
Opp. three-point shooting: 36.4% (20th) 

Head Coach: Scott Brooks 

Offensive rebounding rate: .240% (13th) 
Defensive rebounding rate: .754% (24th) 
Total rebounding rate: .499% (tied 16th)  

 

Offensive eFG%: .528% (6th)   
Defensive eFG%: .524% (24th) 

 
Offensive TO percentage: 12.8% (17th) 
Defensive TO percentage: 13.8% (3rd)  

 
Offensive FTA per FGA: .199 (23rd) 
Defensive FTA per FGA: .213 (17th)  
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Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Bradley Beal $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,262 $27,093,018 $28,751,774 $127,171,310 77 20.1 34.9 23.1 6.8 1.6 4.5 -2.4 2.2 .604 26.5 

John Wall $16,957,900 $18,063,850 $19,169,800   $54,191,550 78 23.2 36.4 23.1 5.7 3.0 3.8 0.2 4.0 .541 30.6 

Iah Mahinmi $15,944,154 $16,661,641 $15,944,154 $15,450,051  $64,000,000 31 14.1 17.9 5.6 0.5 0.9 -2.1 2.9 0.8 .601 14.0 

Marcin Gortat $12,000,000 $12,782,609 $13,565,218   $38,347,827 82 15.5 31.2 10.8 3.9 2.9 -0.9 1.2 0.4 .593 14.7 

Markieff Morris $7,400,000 $8,000,000 $8,600,000   $24,000,000 76 13.7 31.2 14.0 1.6 2.5 -1.3 0.2 -1.0 540 20.5 

Otto Porter $5,893,981 $7,732,904    $5,893,981 80 17.3 32.6 13.4 6.5 2.9 3.0 0.9 3.9 .628 15.1 

Jason Smith $5,000,000 $5,225,000 $5,450,000   $15,675,000 74 13.6 14.4 5.7 1.0 1.3 -2.0 0.6 -1.3 .598 16.7 

Bojan Bogdanovic $3,730,653 $4,663,317    $3,730,653 26 14.7 23.1 12.7 0.9 0.3 0.6 -3.1 -2.6 .617 22.2 

Trey Burke $3,386,598 $4,187,598    $3,386,598 57 10.8 12.3 5.0 0.3 0.3 -2.3 -3.4 -5.7 .532 19.6 

Tomas Satoransky $2,870,813 $3,000,000 $3,129,187 $3,911,484  $9,000,000 57 8.5 12.6 2.7 0.1 0.5 -2.9 -0.2 -3.1 .480 12.1 

Tim Frazier $2,090,000 $2,000,000    $4,090,000 65 12.4 23.5 7.1 1.0 1.4 -1.5 -0.7 -2.2 .504 16.3 

Kelly Oubre Jr $2,006,640 $2,093,040 $3,208,630 $4,485,665  $7,308,310 79 9.1 20.3 6.3 0.6 1.4 -1.8 -0.5 -2.3 .516 14.5 

Brandon Jennings $1,200,000     $1,200,000 23 9.7 16.3 3.5 -0.1 0.3 -2.6 -2.1 -4.7 .357 15.8 

Chris McCullough $1,191,480 $1,471,382 $2,243,326 $3,364,989  $4,906,188 ,2 1.1 4.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 -11.8 0.3 -11.5 .266 15.7 

Martell Webster * $833,334 $833,334 $833,334   $2,500,002 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Sheldon Mac $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 30 10.1 9.6 3.0 0.3 0.2 -2.1 -1.5 -3.6 .518 14.0 

Danuel House * $543,471     $543,471 1 12.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -16.4 -4.4 -20.8 - - 

Daniel Ochefu $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 19 6.6 3.9 1.3 -0.1 0.1 -6.5 -1.9 -8.4 .430 18.0 

Jarell Eddie * $175,000     $175,000 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Salaries: $104,427,716 $96,531,584 $99,122,862 $42,543,069 $28,751,774 $371,377,005            

Red = qualifying offer. Blue = team option. Green = Player option. * = not on roster. Grey = unguaranteed or partially guaranteed. Purple = ETO.  
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Point Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

John Wall $16,957,900 $18,063,850 $19,169,800   $54,191,550 78 23.2 36.4 23.1 5.7 3.0 3.8 0.2 4.0 .541 30.6 

Tim Frazier $2,090,000 $2,000,000    $4,090,000 65 12.4 23.5 7.1 1.0 1.4 -1.5 -0.7 -2.2 .504 16.3 

Brandon Jennings $1,200,000     $1,200,000 23 9.7 16.3 3.5 -0.1 0.3 -2.6 -2.1 -4.7 .357 15.8 

Trey Burke $3,386,598 $4,187,598    $3,386,598 57 10.8 12.3 5.0 0.3 0.3 -2.3 -3.4 -5.7 .532 19.6 

Shooting Guards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Bradley Beal $22,116,750 $23,775,506 $25,434,262 $27,093,018 $28,751,774 $127,171,310 77 20.1 34.9 23.1 6.8 1.6 4.5 -2.4 2.2 .604 26.5 

Bojan Bogdanovic $3,730,653 $4,663,317    $3,730,653 26 14.7 23.1 12.7 0.9 0.3 0.6 -3.1 -2.6 .617 22.2 

Sheldon Mac $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,744,951   $1,856,082 30 10.1 9.6 3.0 0.3 0.2 -2.1 -1.5 -3.6 .518 14.0 

Small Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Otto Porter $5,893,981 $7,732,904    $5,893,981 80 17.3 32.6 13.4 6.5 2.9 3.0 0.9 3.9 .628 15.1 

Kelly Oubre Jr $2,006,640 $2,093,040 $3,208,630 $4,485,665  $7,308,310 79 9.1 20.3 6.3 0.6 1.4 -1.8 -0.5 -2.3 .516 14.5 

Tomas Satoransky $2,870,813 $3,000,000 $3,129,187 $3,911,484  $9,000,000 57 8.5 12.6 2.7 0.1 0.5 -2.9 -0.2 -3.1 .480 12.1 

Power Forwards                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Markieff Morris $7,400,000 $8,000,000 $8,600,000   $24,000,000 76 13.7 31.2 14.0 1.6 2.5 -1.3 0.2 -1.0 540 20.5 

Jason Smith $5,000,000 $5,225,000 $5,450,000   $15,675,000 74 13.6 14.4 5.7 1.0 1.3 -2.0 0.6 -1.3 .598 16.7 

Chris McCullough $1,191,480 $1,471,382 $2,243,326 $3,364,989  $4,906,188 ,2 1.1 4.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 -11.8 0.3 -11.5 .266 15.7 

Centres                  

Player 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Total G PER MPG PPG OWS DWS OBPM DPBM BPM TS% USG% 

Marcin Gortat $12,000,000 $12,782,609 $13,565,218   $38,347,827 82 15.5 31.2 10.8 3.9 2.9 -0.9 1.2 0.4 .593 14.7 

Iah Mahinmi $15,944,154 $16,661,641 $15,944,154 $15,450,051  $64,000,000 31 14.1 17.9 5.6 0.5 0.9 -2.1 2.9 0.8 .601 14.0 

Daniel Ochefu $543,471 $1,312,611 $1,544,951 $1,931,189  $3,401,033 19 6.6 3.9 1.3 -0.1 0.1 -6.5 -1.9 -8.4 .430 18.0 
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Contract notes: 
 
Sheldon Mac: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, there-
after $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. Waived. 
Daniel Ochefu: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, 
thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. 
Waived. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $93,906,362 
  

 

Cap holds: 
  
All free agents renounced.  
Three roster charges of $815,615 each 

 
 

Available Exceptions: 
 
Trade Exception: $268,340 (expires February 22nd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 

  
 

Combined total: $108,317,547 

Max cap room:  $0 

 
(Assuming salary cap value of $99 million and luxury tax value of 
$119 million; this column is for working out maximum theoretical 
cap room, given the current cap situation. Also, while it is possible 
to have more cap room via renouncing first round picks, this is the 
sole thing that is not hereby assumed nor accounted for. Excep-
tions not hereby renounced in the above hypothetical because 
there would be no cap room anyway.) 

Contract notes: 
 
Chris McCullough: Cannot be traded to Brooklyn until after the mor-

atorium. 

 

Tim Frazier: Cannot be traded to New Orleans until after the morato-

rium, and cannot have his salary aggregated in trades until after Au-

gust 21st. 

 

 

Player cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
None 
  
 

Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $268,340 (expires February 22nd 2018) 
 
 

Combined total: $104,696,056 

Proximity to cap: $10,553,056 over 

Proximity to tax: $9,638,404 under 

 
(NB: Ochefu, House and Mac’s $543,471 contract counts as $980,431 for 
tax purposes) 

Contract notes: 

 
Sheldon Mac: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, 
thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. Kept 
and guaranteed. 
Daniel Ochefu: Fully unguaranteed $1,312,611 until July 1st, 
thereafter $50,000 guaranteed with future guarantee dates. Kept 
and guaranteed. 

 
Subsequent 2017/18 salaries: $96,531,584 

 
Cap holds: (not included in tax calculations) 
  
Otto Porter: $14,734,953 
Trey Burke: $8,466,498 
Bojan Bogdanovic: $7,088,241 
Brandon Jennings: $1,471,382 

 
Available Exceptions: (not included in tax calculations) 
 
Trade Exception: $268,340 (expires February 22nd 2018) 
Non-taxpayer Mid-Level Exception: $8,406,000 
Bi-Annual Exception: $3,290,000 
 

 

Combined total: $140,256,998 

Proximity to cap: $41,256,998 over 

Proximity to tax: $22,150,874 under 

 
(Apron invoked if team uses non-taxpayer MLE amount, BAE or receives 
player in sign-and-trade; the above is a theoretical maximum salary to 
illustrate all available options.) 

 
(NB: Ochefu and Mac’s $1,312,611 contracts count as $1,471,382 for tax 
purposes) 
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Pre-2017 draft picks unsigned: 
 

Aaron White - 49th pick, 2015 
Shooting more and more from the outside, which is probably his best path to the big league, If 
indeed there is one. Regressed on last year’s numbers, however, and is yet to be Euroleague 
tested at 25. 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, incoming: 
 

None 

 

 

Draft picks outstanding, outgoing: 
 

2019 second round pick to Atlanta; no protection. 

2020 second round pick to Milwaukee; top 55 protected. If it is not conveyed, it is extinguished. 

2021 second round pick to Utah; no protection. 

 

 

2017 Draft picks: None. 

Means of spending this offseason (after July 1st): 

  

• Not likely to have cap room. Even with all renouncements and cuts, they would be over with 
exceptions, and if they renounced the exceptions, they’d be under by less than the exceptions 
offer. It would take more moves than are foreseeable. And it would also mean losing Porter, 
who is more valuable than that. 

• If the team has cap room, there will be no exceptions, save for the $4.328 million cap room 
exception for up to two years (maximum 5% raises). The MLE is better than this. 

• If the team does not have cap room, there will be a trade exception that can be used, techni-
cally at least, for it is too tiny to ever be useful. 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are not over the apron ($6 million above the tax 
threshold), it will have the full non-taxpayer mid-level exception starting at $8.406 million for 
up to four years (maximum 5% raises), the Bi-Annual Exception of $3.29 million for up to two 
years (maximum 5% raises), potentially some expiring salaries depending on the statuses of 
Smith, Oubre, McCullough, Mac and Ochefu (all with unguaranteed portions and/or options), 
the $2,625,222 combined unguaranteed salaries of Mac and Ochefu (pursuant to aforemen-
tioned guarantee dates), and the ability to sign and trade (see below). 

• If the team does not have cap room, and are over the apron, it will lose the Bi-Annual Excep-
tion, lose the non-taxpayer mid-level exception, and have only the tax payer mid-level excep-
tion of $5.192 million for up to three years (maximum 5% raises). If the team uses the tax payer 
MLE, it will then lose the ability to receive players via sign-and-trade (although they can still 
send them). 

• The new CBA changes the rules so that, when dealing with unguaranteed or partially guaran-
teed contracts in trades, the outgoing salary amount is considered to be the amount of guaran-
teed salary only, not the total amount of that year (i.e. not including the unguaranteed portion). 
However, this applies only to new contracts signed under the new CBA; incumbent players, 
therefore, count the same as they would have done before. 

• Bogdanovic, Burke and Porter can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up to the max-
imum salary for up to five years. Jennings can be signed and traded to a contract starting at up 
to 120% of the minimum salary for up to four years. NB: BYC applies to any sign-and-trade 
raise of more than 20% if the team finishes the signing at or over the cap. 

• Sign-and-trades can only be completed if the team finishes under the apron after the deal. 

• Cap space can be used to renegotiate certain veteran contracts. Wall is immediately eligible; 
Gortat will be eligible after July 10th; Morris will be eligible after September 28th; However, 
there will not likely be any cap space. 

• Wall and Morris are eligible for veteran extensions immediately. Gortat will be eligible for one 
after July 10th. 
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C, 6’11, 240lbs, 33 years old, 10 years of experience 

Gortat is starting to slow down, but is not done yet. Ignoring for a minute a large number of missed lay-ups in the playoffs, Gortat has a .593% true shooting percentage, second only to a .594% performance more 
than half a decade ago, and also recorded the second highest minutes total of his career. Durable, dependable, eternally screening and still hitting the offensive rebounds even as he ages, Gortat is still productive 
and useful on both ends even with a declining defensive impact. But he is also getting old and part of an expensive centre rotation. His isn’t the bad contract, but his is the movable one, and his value will diminish 
down the road. So it might be a good time to cash in. 

PF, 6’10, 245lbs, 27 years old, 6 years of experience 

Had a decent season, his best since his third season, rebounding after a slow start and providing something in every facet of the game.  Morris is an excellent role player on an excellent role player contract, reason-
ably consistent and disciplined save for some fouls, and a useful piece on any team, this one included. 

SF, 6’8, 198lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

Shot a .628% true shooting percentage and 43.4% from outside, an excellent role model for all the “needs to develop range and ball skills” types of athletic forward described elsewhere in this piece as to what could 
truly be possible for them. Not flashy, just solid - cutting, running, spotting up, boarding, absolutely never turning the ball over ever (or so it seems) and providing effective, versatile defence. The Wizards’ financial 
situation in this post-Mahinmi era is a bit stretched, and some money will have to be cut somewhere as Porter enters restricted free agency. But definitely do not cut it here. 

SG, 6’5, 207lbs, 23 years old, 5 years of experience 

Broke out and improved in all facets. Shot better than ever from outside, finished better at the rim, cut down his turnovers slightly, improved his playmaking slightly, improved his defence on smaller guards slightly, 
and made a big step towards the top. More importantly, the chemistry with Wall is incredibly strong. Now they need some help. 

PG, 6’4, 210lbs, 26 years old, 7 years of experience 

Being encouraged to push the pace more and turn those pull-up two-pointers into drives to the rim saw his numbers spike across the board. Might not even be in his prime yet. A sure-fire franchise player, of which 
the league only boasts about 10. 
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C, 6’11, 262lbs, 30 years old, 9 years of experience 

An empty year to begin his absolutely massive contract, in which he managed only 555 regular season minutes and missed half the playoffs due to injury. He started the season absent due to injury in one knee and 
ended it missing time due to pain the other one. When he did play, Mahinmi was his solid, unremarkable self, a good combination of size and athleticism but with little ball skills, little offence and no ability to pair with 
Gortat. Mahinmi is a defensive-minded, decently rebounding energetic back-up centre, which is fine in a vacuum. But at that price, it is not fine. 

PF/C, 7’0, 240lbs, 31 years old, 9 years of experience 

The new stretch biggy-NBA is here, and Smith has adapted by adding three-point range to his career diet of mid-range jump shots, shooting 47.4% from outside on slightly more than one attempt per game. He also 
rebounded at the best rate of his career, putting forth some effort even though he will never have the physicality to thrive in this area. Unfortunately, the new stretch biggy-NBA also kind of hates Smith, whose de-
fence on perimeter actions was pretty awful, and who doesn’t defend the rim either. Plenty of fouls, plenty of slow rotation, sagging off by about 40 feet, and being attacked on every trip. Smith’s very good shot and 
sneaky athleticism gives him a role in the league, but it shouldn’t be a big role. 

SF, 6’7, 205lbs, 21 years old, 2 years of experience 

A spotty season from Oubre in which he again did little offensively, then suddenly became a key scorer in the playoffs. Oubre’s length and mobility should make him a good defender - ‘should’ being a key word, as 
he has yet to perform like one yet due to lapses in his play, particularly off the ball - yet his offensive skill level is low. He shoots poorly from outside (32.7% on jump shots, including two-pointers), cannot take a con-
tested dribble, has no off hand, and misses layups when contested. Needs a lot of skill development and to start becoming reliable so as to not become the next Wesley Johnson. 

SG/SF, 6’8, 225lbs, 28 years old, 3 years of experience 

A much needed bench scorer acquired at the deadline, who provided some efficient outside shooting and some craft around the basket. It was all very streaky, because Bogdanovic is always streaky, yet he provided 
something off the bench where so many others had provided nothing. Bogdanovic’s defence is always going to be exploitable, but he is in the rare positioning of entering his prime and restricted free agency at the 
same time. Having traded a first-round pick for him, the team really needs to keep Bojan, for that’s a high price for a part-season rental, more than the salary dump of Nicholson justifies. But it is all cost-permitting, 
and the cost of Porter ahead of him is more important. 

PG, 6’1, 170lbs, 27 years old, 8 years of experience 

Brought in to do what Burke does better than Burke was doing it, yet instead was far worse. On the season for two teams, Jennings shot 33.0% on jump shots and 49.6% at the rim, both low marks, with the jump 
shot making up roughly 80% of his offence. As a Wizard only, though, Jennings shot 27.4% from the field, and offered basically nothing. Jennings is shooting less and less every year, but not because he is develop-
ing much as a half point facilitator, it instead seeming to be more due to a lack of confidence in his shot. Considering the jump shot is what made him relevant, he needs the confidence in it despite his struggles with 
it, and must have judicious use of it. Another year like this and he will not be an NBA player any longer. 
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C, 6’11, 245lbs, 23 years old, 1 year of experience 

Ochefu played only 75 minutes all season, and for whatever reason was not assigned to the D-League. There is very little to read into there from an NBA point of view. Villanova-era Ochefu showed talent, but had 
neither stand-out athleticism nor strength from the NBA point of view, nor did he run the court, nor did he leave the post much, nor did he stand out in any one area. Ochefu is a post player who could in theory be an 
NBA finisher and interior defensive option, but whose weaknesses (most notably the unlikeliness that he will ever be able to step out and defend the perimeter adequately at this level) give him an absolute best case 
scenario of, hmm, Miles Plumlee? 

PF, 6’9, 215lbs, 22 years old, 2 years of experience 

McCullough played only 80 minutes across two teams, a terrible number for a sophomore who was not said to suffer from any significant injuries during the year. He is young and athletic enough to have potential, 
but it is of note that the Nets, who needed potential badly, barely used him even after drafting him and dispatching him to the D-League repeatedly. Down there, McCullough did not shine; he took on the offensive 
responsibility level of a focal scorer, which he will probably never be, but showed some life and some potential as a stretch four. He needs to be a higher volume outside shooter and a more committed rebounder, or 
at least one of the two, to crack NBA rotations. 

PG/SG/SF, 6’7, 210lbs, 25 years old, 1 year of experience 

Not a particularly good rookie year for Satoransky, who was very ineffectual offensively save for a few minutes as a low-key ball handling option and savvy passer, but who was taken out of the rotation (and upgrad-
ed on mid-season with Bogdanovic and Jennings) because he simply wasn’t providing enough. What Satoransky did show however was an ability to stick with players on the perimeter, the same quicker opponents 
he himself has not the ability to blow past. They should be blowing past him, but with good footwork and good effort, Satoransky could stay in front. That bodes well for the future. But he needs to find at least some 
kind of role offensively. 

SG, 6’6, 200lbs, 24 years old, 1 year of experience 

Old for a prospect, McClellan played less than 300 minutes, not doing much save for a couple of garbage time showpieces. He spent even less time on assignment, so analysis instead must focus on projections 
born out of his college career. With good size and three-and-D potential, Mac is worth keeping around to develop, at least for one more offseason. Get some defensive nuance, improve the foot work, stop fading on 
the jumper, and then see where he’s at. 

PG, 6’1, 191lbs, 24 years old, 4 years of experience 

His career is falling backwards. Brought in to be a bench sparkplug, a player who would score enough to make his big defensive weaknesses ignorable, Burke was suitably ineffective in this role that Jennings was 
brought in ahead of him at midseason. [Jennings then played far worse than he, but there we go.] Burke shot less threes and less free throws than ever, instead shooting quite a lot of pull-up twos. And while he is 
quite good at pull-up twos, a player who gives up so much defensively and who is not much threat as a playmaker for others cannot just do that alone. There is still time for Burke to establish himself in the NBA as a 
scoring type - the improvements in his jump shot are there to be seen - yet in being so exploitable defensively and in so often forcing the issue, the best shooting Burke is doing is shooting himself in the foot. [I am 
proud of this cheesy line.] 
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PG, 6’1, 170lbs, 25 years old, 3 years of experience 

Played bigger of a role than was ideal for one of his size and talent level, Frazier nevertheless reaffirmed his credentials as a solid NBA backup point guard. Frazier’s assist to turnover was slightly greater than 3:1, 
and although his size will likely always make him an inefficient scorer (.504 true shooting percentage), his ability to split a defence, probe, kick and occasionally make his own floaters and pull-ups gave him some 
partial value on that end. Defensively, Frazier needs to be hidden, which is a problem. But that’s easier to do from the bench, which is where he should be anyway. A very good value pick-up for the Wizards and a 
surprisingly simple departure from the Pelicans. 
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Building Blocks 
 John Wall: Two years and a combined circa. $37.26 million. Have some 2019 money ready.   

 Bradley Beal: Begins four year, circa. $103.4 million extension this summer, and with his 
break-out season just gone, has justified it.  

 

Good Pieces 
 Markieff Morris: Two years and a combined $16.6 million remaining. Very fair price and 

hope he’s willing to extend within that range.   

 Otto Porter: Entering restricted free agency, and might be about to be maxed by a team 
such as Brooklyn (if not Brooklyn) who can afford to overpay on quality if not star young-
sters. Maxing Porter likely puts the team into the tax territory. Not keeping him takes them 
out of contention. Pay Porter, and if money needs to be saved, save it elsewhere.  

 

Decent Pieces 
 Bojan Bogdanovic: Entering restricted free agency. His namesake Bogdan is seemingly 

setting the market price at $12 million, but although untested at the NBA level, Bogdan is 
better than Bojan, who is worth nearer MLE money. Especially given that he is already 28. 
Both he and Porter are needed, but keeping both would likely result in tax barring significant 
cost-cutting elsewhere, and Porter is the priority. So it depends on how much there is to 
spend. 

 Kelly Oubre Jr: Two years of rookie scale salary remaining. Has a lot to prove, but has 
shown enough defensively to keep around. 

 

Trade Chips 
 Ian Mahinmi: Three years and a dollop over $48 million remaining, with no options. Not 

listed because it is thought in this space that he will have any value in trade, but because it 
is hoped for the team’s benefit that he does, so that his contract can be moved. The player 
is fine, but the contract is not, and while it is not worth Mozgoving at this stage, either he or 
Gortat will have to come to something, for that is a lot of money on three positions, with Por-
ter still to pay. 

 Marcin Gortat: Two years and $26,347,827 remaining, with no options. Not a bad 
price for Gortat. With this in mind though, and as he ages, the trade market should be 
explored. It is much more foreseeable that he simply plays out his contract, and possi-
bly re-ups for a smaller one afterwards, but there may be value out there this summer 
that won’t be there afterwards. 

 

Fine But Not Meaningful 
 Jason Smith: Two years and a combined $10,675,000 remaining, the second year of 

which is a player option. Likely to exercise it, Smith will therefore provide a decent but 
limited minutes back-up for up to that long, although the final year might need stretch-
ing or salary dumping. 

 Tim Frazier: One year and $2 million remaining. Looks like a rental, but a very good 
price for his services, and can be re-examined next summer. 

 Chris McCullough: Two years of rookie scale salary left, the next year of which will 
count only on the cap for the minimum. Has yet to do anything in the NBA, but is very 
young and worth those two years to find out. 

 Tomas Satoransky: Two years and a combined $6,129,187 remaining. Ought to be 
given those two years to see if he can catch up to the speed of the NBA, but he won’t 
be young at the end of them and is not a future asset any more. 

 

Fringe 

 Brandon Jennings: Expiring $1.2 million contract. Played his way out of the league 
on it, though. May get a minimum deal somewhere, but not here. 

 Trey Burke: Expiring rookie scale contract. Did not earn a new contract here and must 
rely on grace from someone else offering a chance at redemption. 

 Sheldon McClellan: One year of minimum salary remaining, which is not guaranteed. 
The guarantees are incremental, giving him time to earn his spot and possibly come 
back to camp, but he will need to earn it. 

 Daniel Ochefu: Two years of minimum salary remaining, neither of which is guaran-
teed. The lack of draft picks in 2017 may mean he is able to keep a roster spot; then 
again, although he is quite talented, non-seven-foot NBA posts without elite athleticism 
are not much of a thing any more. 
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15th April 2017: It's playoff time - previews for all four Eastern Conference first round match-ups - GiveMeSport 

2nd March 2017: The variance in the value of first round picks - GiveMeSport 
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